
We the subscribers hereby associate ourselves as a corporation

under the laws of the State of vermont under the name

for the purpose of establishing and maintainging at Benningtonin the

county of bennington and State of vermont an institution of' learning

for (the) higher education (of women) with power and authority to aquire

"by gift grant bequest or otherwise and. hold property real and per­

sonal , and convey the same recieve hold manage and administer gifts

and bequests in trust for the purposes of the corporation prescribe

requirements for admission graduation and courses of study confer

degrees, diplomas and honors employ such persons as in the judgment or 

the trustees may be necessary or requisite for carrying on the purposes

of the corporation fix student fees for all purposes and do and perform

any and all other acts and functions for the proper conduct and. adminis-

tration of an instituton for the advancement of science ar.u:l learning

The direction and management of the affairs of the corporation shall

be vested in a board of trustees The first board of trustees shall con-

sist of the incorporators who shall choose a permanent board of fifteen

members two of whom shall hold office for one year two ror two years

two for three years two for four years two for five years two for six

years and three for seven years • 

sha;; elect successors to trustees whose terms expire each for a period

of seven years and shall fill vacancies for unexpired terms

The incorporators shall cease to be members or the corporation

after they have chosen said board of trustees Thereafter the trustees

while 1n office shall be the members of the corporation

the principal office o-£ the corporation shall be at bennington

aforesaid .

thecorporation shall have no capital stock and is not organized for

profit

dated at bennington vt . , this 15th may of april 1925.
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educationa; conference hold at bennington

vermont. september 1924. attended by

prof. william II. kilpatrick teachers College. columbia

university ny city

mrs.frances fenton Bernard .. dean o of smith college .. north-

miss florence bigslow walnut hill school boston mass

dean currier .. new jersey law school new jersey

theodore i .. navis Dean. of college of practical arts

boston university boston • mass .• 

miss ::.s. agnes DoTU'l.611r.m.. bos ton mass

prof ... burgess johnson • vassar college poughkeepsie ny

miss elisa kellas • president of russell Sage college & 

miss amy kelly • bryn maur school .. baltimore Md.. 

prof • arthur o. norton wallesby college .. wellesley mass... 

eugene randolph smith beaver hill school • brookli ne .. mass

mrs margaret j stannurd .. garland school boston .. mass

dr charles F - thwing president emeritus of wetern reserve

uniersity clevelund ohio

theodore wilson principal st johnsbury academy st .. John­

sbury Vt .. 

the following suggest-

the group of men find women invited to discuss the pro­

posal a now college be established at bennington agree

( 1 that :Lt he for women only ... 
(. 2) that the re 1.. s need for such a newe;w c..., college f first t • 

because existing colleges .for women are overcrowded and
seconf because a new institution \.V will be free to bring.. g ad­
educational practices into line with more recent progress in



educe nal theo ry -
(3) that th . ie college should be ~ne equal of the best

colleges for women us regards its standards for entrance
and, graduation

C 4:) the college should appeal exclusively to no particular
type but should expect to draw students from all sections adn
all ecnomic groups seeking especially such students as ex­
pect to live simply and work seriously

( S) that the college should not commit itself to the tradi
tional subjects forentrance preparation nor to the written
subject examintion as the principle of testing fitness
:for entrance but should avail itself of the newer meth ... ods of
testing ability and promise and that the college shoudl admit
the girl of exceptional ability even though that ability is not
manifested along all the usually demanded lines -

6 while the actual curriculum shoud be determined only
as the result of prolonged and careful study by those who will
'be placed in educational charge yet it seems to us desirable
the be based lose ly upon life and the enrichment of life
and that o"S' human interest ·bu '\rho unite for curriculum
construction n rather than limited portions of subject mEi.. -
that this curriculum shall not only infomation concern
ing fields of endeavor open to women but shall also offer courses
the .. at giver the fundemental preperation on which more technical
and training could later be . based

( 7) that specific provision be made for personality study
with the objective first .. o.f helping the college to select its
students second of helping each girl t..o her college
work to choose her vocation .. and .. .in general..., to realize her
fullest potentialities in living

8 that every step in the founding of the college be taken
in the lignt of the best available educational thought and
experience and that specific measures be adopted at the found
the to keep the colleges continuously absent of the best educat
ional thought of the time



we .. ,:;.ha understand being a majority of the sub
scribers of the articles of association .,-.1 of bennington
college corporation hereby c~ certify

l,... that attatched is a ;ist o-r educators
who at the invitation of the executive committes rep
resenting those interested in the establishment of a
new college at bennington assembled at a conference in
bennington in the summer of 1924

2. that attatched hereto are the suggstions unani
mously agreed upon at the said conference

3 - that it is the purposes of the bennington.. ~gtQn college
corporation and the thereof to establish said
college in conformity with the said suggestions -

dated bennington vermont this 15th day of april 1925



DAVI$ POLK wardwell gardiner & reed
counselors at LAW 

16 broaf street

of manhattan

new york N, Y. 




