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THE FARM 

Introduction 
f.trm proJect wh1ch is described in this bulletin ;., one ,,.,p~ct 

of the \V,tr prngram of Bennington Cullc~e. The ~rcat unpnr-
[lnCC for dw w.1r ctlnrt of utilizin~ .til .1\ 1rhbk· n·~uurct':. nf bnJ .tnd 
nunpowcr in fuoJ proJu1..tion i' .,o ub\ IOU'> .ts to require nn elabora-
tion here. Bl·nnington ( olk·gc i' fortunate 111 lll'in~ in .t pmition w 
nuke this Jircct curnributinn tn wu prmluction ir1 ;tdJition w the 
more l!ndurin~ contr·ibulrnn to d1c n.tlwn.ll life which is the pt:•rma-
ncnt: respum1hllrty o( a l1bn.tl .lll' l:Ollcgc. 

A wdl cottcci\'CU educational program which is rooted 111 the 
valu~s of tht: Civilization lit~ arion fur" IHch we ~1rc fighting n~cJ., nn r.tdic.tl 
re\ io;ion in order w adapt Jt,dt to rhe requirement~ of the nation at 
war. The Bennington College curnculum ha., a t\\ o-fold purpose. 
hrst, it i~ dc,igncd to educate 1t., Sllldents in the responsibilities of 
Amc:rit.:an Clll/cmhip, through an undcr~t.ltlJin~ of and commitnwnt 
to the cultur.tl ':1lue'> of our tradition. The role of the Unucd 
')tatl..., 111 the w.u .mJ ptM-war world ,, .. jiJ cJII forth all our re.'>ourct:•s 
of wi,dum, J'l'r<>pectiH, good-will :wd n:,pun .. ibilit), .wd thc'e .uc 
chl.· qu.tlitics which a liberal educ.Hinn ~cck<i to Jc\ clop. The 'ccund 
puq>o'>c nf tlw lknnington C olkgc curriculum " lO train c.tch llldi-
,·idu:tl :t'> ;l t.:ompctcnt worker in ~omc specialized field. Thio; n'pect 
uf th\.' prugr.mt is cxtrcmeh lk,iblc, anJ h.ts llrcad) :td.tptl.'J it .. df 
to immeJi.ttc m:cd~ for trawcd personnel for war work. Tndi\'idual 
arrangl!mentc; h.tn been nude fur .tccclcr:uion, .1nd the College h.1s 
followed the lead of the go\ government in drrcct111g students inru chc 
training mmt urgcnrl) demanded: physic1>, mathem;ttics, and chem-
i.,try; prc-ml.'dtc.d and pre nur'iing work; l.tngu;tgcs, 'it<Ht<;ttt:'i, eco-
nomic~ and gm crnmcnt. 

Ap.ll'l from '>uch ~hifts ul l'tnplu .. is .tnd .tcccki'.Hion in indi\·idu.tl 
pru~ranh, tht:· mo't compicuom .llbpt.ttion nf the Cullc~e ru the w,tr 
cffurt b,t, hccn the rcvi-;iun of the C.1h.•nc.Ltr. Tlw n:,idcnt term" h.wt• 
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been conccntr;tlcd in the 'pri11~, summer :uul .1utum11 rnonth~, len\ -
ing :1. g•lP of onl} three weeks between semesters in August, nnd ex-
tending the \X' intcr held Period tu nc:lrl} four momh~. The calcn-
dnr rc,·ision, which im olves no change in the r undnmcnt:·tl educa-
tional program of rhc Cullcgc, docs ::tchicvc three things: 

rirst, the saviJ1g of fuel. The College has been almost cnurcly 
oil he::~ted, and is now in the process of making an orderly conversion 
to cool. The alteration in the calendar will effect a substantial sav-
ing in al l t) pes of fuel. 

Second, t:hc maximum usc of volunteer bbor in food production, 
by having the College in almost continuous operation throughout 
the growing and harvestin~ season. 

Third, the murc effective usc of t:hc \\'inter Field Period. This 
lcn~thcncd period prO\ ides rhc npponuniq for students m engage 
in some mhcr form of direct w:~r production, or co <lequire special-
i:ted technical tr:tining lcndmg lU nccelcration of College work. The 
College will assume greater responsibiliq for the plnnning ::tnd supcr-
vi~ion of field work, and all individu~1l arrangements will be made 
under the centralized direction of a special staff. 

In short, the revised calendar makes it possible for Bennington 
College students to engage in year-round war work while continuing 
their education. The war work itself will be .1 part of their educ:J-
tion, gi"ing them an understanding of the processes of agricultural 
and i1,dustri;tl production wh1ch has been bckang in the over-<:.pec-
iolizcd experience of mod~rn living. The usu:tl academic holiday~ 
will be elimin:tted, .nlcast for the duration of the war, nnd Jiulc time 
or physic:tl energy will be :w:~ilable for such peace-time puro;uicc; a~ 
tennis, golf or plain loafing. Few p~ople will feel th is ns a lo)S, when 
it i:. ba l:mced against the inc~timable privil~gc or a liberal education, 
and the sntisfncrion of contributing to the defense of the civili?ation 
which embodies liberal education as one of its princ1p::tl v:~lues. 

Benrtittgttm, Vr. 
~l.trch, 19-IJ 

[ .j ] 

L1:.wrs \\'7EBSTER Jo~Es 

I or tlw _)('fir 1?·/l tbe BL'IIuiug!OII rollc.,.:, l"ftllllltllllil) ll'tl! be~ 
come lur,{!,cly self .wfJPort!llg liS /ilr 11~ food 1.1 COIIIII'III'rl. On tb1· 
bum/red tJC ,·c,, of /arm laud COlli pri.~iu.~ part of tlw Collnr,c Jn·ofn•rf1', 
~ludt'ufs, /alully ttnd stc1/J tl'lll Jtrodun· most of the 11/ctJI, Jwultry, 
gardt'u l 't'gl'fttblrs, potatat's ruul ttj>jllc~ lll'Ct'Htlf') to .w /Jl'l) tt com-
1/tllllil_v of four buuclrnl people tbrou,t:boul tbc College 1t'tlf. 
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A yc.tr of farming cxpcri~.•ncc has equipped Bennington Cnllege 
for •1 gre.nl} cxpamlcJ productive proxram in I 943. On its own 
bnd and with its own t•quipmcnt and Ltbor, chc College last year 
produ~.:cd over 50' 1 or the 'cgetnblt.•s cnn~umcd b) the cummunit} 
dunng the summer :md fnll sessions. Shortly :tftcr Penrl l Tarbm the 
sntdcnts lt.ld begun to osk how they could conrributc to Lhc war 
efTort. Mr. Woodworth of th<.! science L1culry suggested th:lt since 
civili::tn food shortages would develop ns allotments to Lend-Lease 
and to our armed forces increased and as fnrm equipment and man-
power bec:tme scarcer, everyone with farm land, workers, and equip-
ment should utilize them to the f ulle.'lt. During the \Vintcr Period 
plans were developed for :m cxpcriment:nl progr::~m. 

The first step agreed upon wns t:hc mstallation of a quick-ftec7e 
unit, with 2,000 cubic feet of stnngc sp.tcc, <tS .1 mcnns of prcscn·in~ 
wh:~tc\cr might he grown; under :tny circumstances it should prove 
:1 c;ound invcc;tmcnt, making possible the purchac;c uf food in quan-
tity :ll rhc height of the sc.tson for l:lrcr consumption. The acqui-
~itiou of the Jennings csc::ttc had brought the College 40 :teres <)f land 
'iuitablc for crops and forage, and farm equipment oJcqu::tlc, :deer 
3 few replacements and many rep:Urs, to handle the heavy work of 
farming this laud. Two men from the maintenance department 
could be used part-time for heav-y work and the running of rhe 
machines, :1nd the f:lcult)' , stuff. and student bodr of nbour 400 
could be counted on to supply volunteer labor for the ocher innu-
mcr:~blc, time-consuming task ... St> pbm were dr.twn up for plllting 
17 :lCfC~ into \Cgctnblcs and for di~gin~ :l stc>r:~gc ccJI:Jr (or root 
vegetables. 
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Hy the cimc the '>tudcnt' h.td n.·t\ll'th:d to CoiJcgc, the -;oils uf 
<.liffcnmt hclth lud bct.'t1 .m.th :tl·d, fertilizer... ~r .wJ o;ccd had been pur-
cha\cd. :wJ ~lr. \\ nodwnnh ·w.1~ n·.td\ tn 'et lw. sctencc \tudcnto; .H 
the t.l'>k ul '>l.ll t utg 1•1.<1110 gn·l·nhom~· -.l'\:dlin~' tomam. hrucculi. 
c.tUiiflu" cr, c.tbh.t~l', '>Wcct pl'PJWI', cdc!'}'. Plu\\'ing "'·'' dcl.l) cd 
bcl.'.tuw continued r.1in<> t llllll'd the fru:ll'll ground to mud, hut fin;tlly 
the cr.tCtnt" prep.trl·d thl· i1cJd., for ".!edin~ .tn<.l tr;lll,pbnting. Thl· 
h.trdicr crop' were pbmcd, .tnd ·" d.m~cr of frost' p.l';scd, 'ulumcers 
were enlt-.ted to tr.tnspl.lllt the ~rcenlwu~c \hoot'> ulto the long g.H'-
dcn rows. In btc M.t) Prcstdt.•tH Jones .1nnounceJ a "f.um DJy," 
on which the whole cummunit:v turned our to help clean up long 
neglected f.mn buildings anJ dear for l.ner u'>e fields not yet freed 
from their .Iccumul.nions of brmh and rubble. B' carl} June 
7 acre., of potat:<~'• 6 of bc.ln'i, I .ten: each of "''eel corn, pc.l<>, 
green be.tm, .1nd \\ winter squash .1nd 3 .tcrc'S of mi!>cclbncuu!. 
vegetables were ~howing green under the hc;n) <ipring raim. 

But dw f.trm m•cdl·d hdp from more dun the wc.tthc,-, :md con-
tinuous nb,t,tclt.·~ h,H.I to he '>Utmmtnted. \Vhilc ~omc 'itudcnts n·-
'iponded l'nrhu\b'ittc.tll) and f.tithf ull} tu the c.tll, for bbor, the need 
for 'uch volulllecr work W:t'> b) no mc.tns gl'lll'rall > :tpp:trcnt sn the 
spring of 1942, and p.tpcrs due c;ccmcd far more urgent thJn digging 
or plaming. The Jon~ in' en wry of farm eqUipment w:ts more im-
pressiv-e on paper rlun were the nuchinc~ when actuallr e:x.tmincd 
in the bartH. [-;c;ential eqUipment ".ts mtssing 1nd much of it wa'> 
in such Jisrepatr due it had to be J'l.linc;t.tkingl) patched up time and 
ag.1in. \\'tth no culti' .\lor fur the old Farmall tractor, a nukcshift 
had lo bl' nggl'd out ui thrt.•t.• horsl' culti,·.1ton. fa.,tcncd to a hc:l\ y 
beam, and four mcn wen· n·quired fnr what would ordtn:trilr h.n t.' 
been done b}' one. To dtrc'h dtl' ,hell hc.tns, .ut old \\ C\tinshuu-.e 
sm.tll grain thrc.,hcr, unll\l'd for 2 ~ ) l'.1t'<>, lud to he patclu.•d up, ltb-
crallr ~rc1sed, .llld nur,l·d .tlnng, gnnnin~ .tnd pmtcstin~. The pn-
t.tW diggc1, b Jughl bl.'furc the lint \\ orld \\' .tr, could he worked 
only wich periodic h1lt'i to rdc.1.,e the pms :tnd to wdd or wire to-
gether rccalcttr.lJlt parts. The r:1rnull has now been turned in for 
:1 new tractor, and with ,\ nc" p<>l:lt:U digger and a new plow, and a 
cultivator which is bl:ing desper:llcl~ ncgouaced for, this } eu's ma-
chine work ~hould require much less wurq :1nd less wasted man-
power. 
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I Q.I<TS 4 ACRU 
~ FOTAT()(S· J ACR£S 
l CORN 14 ACRES 
4 I'OUL TIIV .t,OOO BROIL(RS, 200 TURKEYS 
S c.REEN VtG(TAIILts 17 ACftG 
6 PIG PASTVR£ 3 ACRCS 
7 STttRS I 1 ACRCS 
8 POTATOCS, Bf.ANS CORN I I ACRES 

BEETS, CAAROTS. ONIONS 
8(ANS, POTATOCS 7 ACR£5 

9 CORN : I 0 ACR£S 
10 STEERS 16 ACRES 
11 GREEN FEED 2 ACRES 
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Thl· we.tthl·r h!)t -.ummcr "'·'' wu good. Pe.ts planted to m.nurc 
:tftcr the beginning nf \lllltmcr 'clwol Wl't'e so hurru .. •d by the r.1in 
tlut the:) ripened betwt•en .,c:.,,aun-., when (mly :1 fc\\ people wt:rl: on 
h.md to ptck .tn .tcre oi pea-; .tnJ frcC1l' thl'Jn in rhc icc c rc.un frn·zcr 
fot Inter consumption. \X' et wc,lthcr -.rimul.\les weed'> more rhnn 
,·egct.tble,, and the crops of b1ndwccd, r.tgweed and punbne got 
.1head of the few workers lost an the acre of pc.1s. T n till meantime 
the imtalhnion of the quick-free/e pbnt, planned for Apnl, w.t.'i 
Jdayed hr chc uo;ual difficult) of filling war-Dmc ordcrc; c;o th:lt it 
w.t' not rcJdy fot· U\e until mid Augu'>t. By then 11l thl· pea-; and 
spinach, much of the bruccola, .llld the first and he-;t: of the clunl .md 
green be.lns lud gone b~. 

Tin· vcgcr.1blt• 'itor.tge ccll.lr prO\ed ·'" nh'>tinate in it'> del.ty<> ;l'i 

rhc peas in dtl•ir h.1~te. I 11 April, Collc . .'gc 'itmll'nt' had \'oluntl't'red 
for work with picks .uH.I 'ho\cl'> lO Ji~ ,1 ninc-fuot hole. 42 br 21 t\~l'L 
But :\t:w fngbnd '>LOnes held firmlr in phcc b\ hard dw were too 
discour.1~ing fur even the swute'>l wielder of a p1ck. B) carlr July 
the ~urface h.td been <>crapcd off just enough for the p.mcr-by to 
rcco~niJ'C th::tt somethtng war; being started. M::tantcn:mce men h:td 
to be brought in with tractor and )COOp, :10d thl' "f::trmerenes," who 
had elected to 'it.\} on for full-tm'lc summer work on the f.trm. were 
.. hiftcd w cxc;n at ion .lnd con.,tructton work. Thcr lomencd l'.1ch 
~coupful wirh pick .u1d .. hm·cl, helped haul our houlden weighing ;1o; 

much :t$ two ton.,, and ncglc(.tec.l the wet·ds l'llnnin~ riot elscwht.•re. 
For two \\'l'Ck\, 'ix to eaght '>tutknt'> \Weltered in .1lternatc du•>t .1nJ 
mud, lnmcnmg chunkc; oi lw;l\) da). prring uut dmd} p.tckcd 
rock!>, dndgi11~ the tr:~ctur and <,coup. Then came .1 cunll'r, mus:: le-
bnmtng week of collt.•ctang \\ nud from .1 C olll·ge lot on the East 
\lount.tin, w•here a lumbcrin~ crew had JU~t been cutting hemlock. 
There the ~tudcnts lopped off the tope; and hdpcJ carq• two hundred, 
eighteen-foot lo~s out tu the College truck. Then the professional~ 
took over and darcctcd the budd111g of the '>tructure uf the root 
cdbr, Jll\t in time for the first crop of carlr pot:.ttocs. 

Dco,pitc h.Hd,hip., .,.,J l1.1nJicapo,, dw 11r~t yc.'lr of the ( ollcgc f.trm 
""·'' tu lly :t" 'll~Ct...,~ful ''" had hc.:cn expected. I nough \'cget.'l hle, 
Wt'rc pn:~cn·ed ia1 th1.• quick- frcl':tl' ;~nd tlw <>tur.t~c: ccll.tr to prm ide 
50''; of the kitchen needs fur· \'t'~cubll', for th<.• chool yc~tr. If 
'ummcr 'chool 'tudent' were cxpo'ted tu hroccola .tnd H~"CI.'I1 he.ln'\ 
tlll·cc timcs .1 d ,1 )', .1 \ .trict \ of fro/en ~n.'en \ cgct.tblc ... 1nJ corn, \uch 
:t'\ w:1tdd h:l\c hct•n daflintlt tu ubtnin in ;1n) other w.ty, w,,, .w.til.tblc 
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during dtl f.tll t\.'1'111. The rc:u.h· respnme tu .lppl'.tls during the .HJ-

tumn for '>Lll<.h.·nt~ to pack Ltst ripening wmatucs, lOS$ pot.Hncs into 
burl.tp b;1g,, :tnd ,hell bc.1m ,huwl·d th.H they would work rt•:tdily .llld 
find l'ninrmcnt in it. C)rudents were org.111izeJ to h.1nu - pick 400 
hushdo; uf ;1pple'> in :1 \H'ek, setting ladJcn :~nd climbing into the 
branchl'S of 150 trees. r ho!ol' pJ.ll1ning the f<11"11'1 pi'Ogl',llll h:t\'e 
learned wh:lt drffit.ultie~ an.: to be faced and where different )trC!t\CS 
must be i:.lJd, .tnd luve ~:tined chc cxpenence neccsc;ary to org.111i7c :1 

more ambatious progr:tm for the coming ) e.1r. 
The hn.tncial ,t.,pect of the Ltrm pro~ram wa'>, from the fir!)t, 

cntird) 'ubordin.ne ro it'> purpml' .1'1 an :tid to thc w.tr effort. \\hen 
the program "'''' an:~ugur.ued, Prc'>idcnt .Jones anticipated that the 
co'>t w the ( ollcge would c'cecd thl~ c;.l\ mg. but: promised th.H <ohould 
there he :ln} surplus it would be turned onr to d1c Rcduc"•d Tuition 
I und. Cost accountin~ on '!uch :1 pro~ram is not onl) dtlhcult, but 
indeed almmt .1rbatrary. If, hmH\ l'r, du.· .unortintum of dll· quick-
frecJ'c plant, the u~c uf rc~ular College 'iCn ICC\, and tht: br~e per 
ccnuge uf \'Oiuntccr labor ~1re not reckoned m tmJilmg costs, it may 
fairly be c;aid rhat the College farm came 'eq cJo,c to pLl) mg ire; 
own W:t). 
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Once .lg,tin. while the ~tudent' .He .tw·ay for tltt.• W' inter Period, 
pbn'> .uc being drawn up fur thi' ~ e.lr\ f.am. A<> the n.nann.1l fooJ 
<.itu:lttc)t'l h:l'i altcrt.•d, ~o the Bennington farm t.1l~c., on .1 new :~spt•t t. 
Thruu~hout the cuuntq fann labor and m.tchi11cn are sc.trcct· dun 
Ja,t year, :tnd \\Cather t.l>ndirinnc; may well be Jc.:.,., fanu·1blc dun 
dunog the pa~t two c'ccllent gruwing seasons. Yet voJccs from 
\o/ashington urge thl! farmers to outdo themselves in attempts to 
produce a record nop 3~.110 th1s) c.tr. .\t Bennm~wn. new condi-
tions arc both Ln ur:tblc .tnd unfavorable. Under the rc\ N.'d Collcgl' 
schedule the \tudcnts wtll he un h.llld fnr work throughout most of 
the o;ummer, thm ,t,')urin~ .tn adcqu.Hc 'upply of l.tbm·. l'ht· ~rc;Hl'r 
p.1rt nf the comumption will conw while the food ;, .H it' pc.1k, .1nd 
le~o; o( .1 hurdcn will hi.' put on thl' qu1ck - frcL'J'C and the 'tur.1~c Cl'l-
hr... But Sl·cd. ft·rtili:ter. feed, .111J other l'''eaHi:tls ;arl' mun· difficuh 
tu prol' Urc. p;anic:ul,t,·ly iur farm'j .,uch :1' this onl.', th:~t put 111 cn-
tirdr new order~ ot· rl.'quc't br~er <,upplit>o; than l;,,t year. 
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If .tll goc<, well, 1\ennin~ton ( olll'~c will proYidc .til of it' o\\'n 
food, widt Lhc t.•:.:cept ion \>f l'gg'>, d.m) produc.ts, flour, .1nd Cl'l'l.tin 
fruits, durin~ I ')4). Thl' 17 .t<.:re' of' cget:tblc~ and pot.llue'> of l.t.,t 
)\!:tr will be im:re.twd to 15: \7 act·co, will be m:wh pluwcd .tnd 
pbnccd tu corn, o.H.,, :tnd '>U}' be:tno, fur :tnim:tl ioddt:r. lk·c.tu'>c of 
thl ~killed l.tbor necdl·d fur .1n .111-re:lr n:productng herd, th~ C nl-
legc h:ts dec1ded to .ntempt to do no more rh:tn buy the young .tnl-
m:tls, to r~me .tnd fancm. Alrc.tdy 450 ch1cks are pcckin~ at m:l~h 
in :1 brooder ~fr. \Vuodwonh has built 111 the shop :tt the B:trn; and 
in March the) will hl moved 1nto new quartcrc; in the greenhuuo;e 
and cJ,ewhcrc in the B.1rn, \\hen :tnothcr 400 :trc gcndy lowered into 
tlw hruoder. \\ hl'n ( ulk·gl' urdcro; .m.> tin.tlly filled, 2,000 dliCken\ 
:lnd 200 turkc) !'. wtll be qu.tnercd nC.ll' the C:uri:tgc H.1rn :1nd th\. 
apple ordl;trd. ln Much. \0 cight-\wek ,,kl pigs :tnd H feeder co1IH•s 
will.urivc. fhc hog\ will bt.• kept l1Ul f:tr from the \CgCL.lblc gal 
den, into wh1ch thl') can be turned w finish off thl' pl.tnt~ :tftc•· the 
'ariou~ ci'Ops .He b,trvcstcd. After the first months the steers will 
nccJ litrle C.H'c and c:tn be turned lome co forage on 40 .tcrc'> of 
College p:tsrurc land. 

The 8 Jeres pbntcd in grct.•n 'cgctables Jnd corn will proYide the 
kitchen, [rom btc o;pring on, "ith .til the fresh vegct:tblc, it need.,, 
:~nd th~; surplu., \\'Ill be p.1ckcJ into the 2,000 foot ~wrag\.' room of 
the qutck-free/c to be c.Hl'n throughout the rest of the College yco1r. 
In the fall. till' ruut celi,H .md odter .. wragc ccll.trs of ,lightly highl•r 
tempe• a[lll"l' will be filled \\'ith neatly 2,400 hmheJ, of wot 'cgc-
t:tbb. 400 bu,hcls uf .1pplc,, .1bout I ,000 hc.td of cabb.1~c •. 1nd 1 wm 
of squ;tsh. ' !'he cockl'rclo; now in the brooder will b~ rcadr for ll'l! .L 

broilers by c.trl) M.l). A., they ,11·c nccdcd throughout dtc year rhc 
livestock will bl' killcd anJ e.ucn. and the rcsr will finalh be ,Ltugh-
ccrcd ,tnd ..,torcd in the qu•ck-frce/e pLtnt ac; space i~ made :1\':tilablc 
m the Lnc f:tll by the usc of green summer vegetables. 

Such :tn ;lmbitinus progr.1m can be -;uccessfuJ only with cnrhu-
siast•c cooper.Hinn from the o;tudent bod)' :tnd {:lcull}. Mr. \X'ooJ-
worth Coln supply Lhc tcchnic.tl mformation, plan and supcn isc the 
actual program. J he nu1ntcn.1m:c stall wdl do much of the '' ork 
with ~he anim.1 l ~. ll ll of the plowing :tnd h:trrO\\ in~. :tncl :t'> mu~h of 
the pl.ulling .Hld cultiva t •ng ;\'> on be June waLh the tracwr. But 
where f.um m:tchinerr ncld~ tu be 'upplcmentcJ hr lund work, 
regubr volunteer l.tbur will be cs'>cnci.1l. At :t C..ommuniq Meeting 
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l:tq D~o:t:cmbcr the l'nl.tr~~.·d f.trm program was th .. scribed nnd di'>-
Cll'''-'d. The '>tudl'lll' l"l';1lizcd thl' \ .tlm• uf ~uch J pl.u1 :~nd willingly 
•1ccl·pted tht·ir '>h.uc of thl.' rl·,pumthll•~y. agreeing to work tlw h\'c 
hour' pl•r \\'l'l'k cc;dmatcd :t' thl· nu:-.innun th.tt will hl' lll'l'ded from 
e.u.:h member during thl' ~rowing \C.t'>on. Tcranu!> toxoid shnt'l were 
given to .til the .. tudento; hl•fnrc the) left for ChristmJS, to make 
doubly sure th.tt '>Cr;tt<..hes received Ill che field C;tn cau'>e no h:trm. 
And before thc students return :-. pl.tn is being made for the or-
g:111ization of regubr work groups for which the gu-1" will sign up 
ao; plrt of thctr College progr;tm. 

Before College opens in April the farm wiU be well under w:ty. 
~tmt of the .min1:tlo; will h.ne .trrsvcd, and 20,000 sccdltngs will have 
bcl.'n ,t•r out in the gn:enhnuw during ~hrth. One of the hrc;t stu-
dent t.tsk~ will hl· w '>l'l out some 2,000 ) oung lettuce pbnt'> in the 
cold fr.ll11l''· A' .. onn ,,., dtl' grnuml .., dt'} cnouglt. the long rnws of 
sm,tl l seed \ cgeLtblc~ ·c:arn>t<>, beet<~. spin.tch, ch.trd, onion.,, ~qua~h. 
pumpktm, l'.ldi~hc~ wall ha\e to be planted b} hand .tnJ wheel 
.. ceder. After the tbn~cr uf frost is p.1st, the seedling' frnm the 
grccnhnu~e and dte cold-frame will he set out, a t:tsk demanding ore 
:mJ nuny lunds, :ts each of the 22,000 pbnrs muse be handled scpa-
ratclv. Before Ion~ tt wdl be time to thm, and then to pull b} hand 
the '~·ccds mi.,,ed by machine t:ulti,·.uion. Prompt ami wic;e thin-
ning. as well as CUil\t,l11t: fighting with rhe weeds. can make all the 
ditfl·rcnc"· lwtwe~:n .t m~.·diocre ;md .1 bumper crop. 

Rcforl' m.my \'cget.lhlcs .1rc ~Hung enough w r"·~i·a the \\'Cl'J,, it 
will be time w \l.lrt han·e,ting dw e.trl ie't crops. Th~: kitchen nn1't 
be kl'pt provided with pe.l\ .md utha 'Pring yegctablcs :l'> du:y rc<H:h 
their height, .tnd it t.tkc'i time w pick fur ..J.OO people. The lin:tl yield 
can be incri.';N:d l'nmmou .. ly ova ia'>t year b~ catchin~ the crop<; 
while in their prime .1ml hurn ing them into the quack-f rccze. \\ hile 
snme .-.tudcnts bring the 'cgetablc~ from the garden, others wall sit 
in back of th~ Commune;, c;helling peas, tipping and cutting beans, 
stripptng and cuttmg the kcmcl<~ off the corn, and bbnching every-
thin,!; whtch goc' mtu the qtlick-frccTe plant. As the beam and t:nrn 
come, ;tnd then 700 bu.,hcl' ttf tum;nue~, the tempo of h.u·, ec;t111g wi ll 
im.:rcaw, until fi1ull) in the .n•tumn the Ltte crops of I'Oot \l,.'gctnblec;, 
the c.1bha~l', the pot.ttoc,, t hl' .tpplcc; will h.1' c tu b~: brollgh t in. 

All thi' will giYc c.xcn.:i,c, recrcn t ion, and indeed cdut:.llton in 
confonnity tc> Bennington\ C'it.lbli,hcd policr. from the o;tart the 
C.ullcgc Ius felt dut rcac.Hion.tl ~pun .. should fit natur.tlly into the 
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live' and etwironmcnt of the '>tmll·tH'i, .md ,J1Uuld prepare them for 
.tLtl\'ities ther will cnntilllll' aft~:r ( ullcgc. Tu [;1kc time from the 
hc.1ld1)' pur~uit.. oi hiking, hicydtn~. ,wimmin~. fur th~.:• equally 
bcndicial c.xcn.:i,l' nf f.trm work, i' to ad.1pt .lCti,·ities e\'cn murc 
cJo,dr to the immediate '>liiToumling' .md th~.: needs of the time. 
lhck., .1nd :tram ,tnd leg' lllJ}' get tir"·d, hand' :~m.J fl'Ct 0'\3) be cold in 
..pring and fall, and fot sc\ er.tl mnn t ho; the sun mJ} gt' e more heat 
and burn chan one wJnt~; but none 1>f rhc work will be really hard, 
<tnd insTead of the lonel) drudgcq c;o common ro farm life, here stu-
dcms wtll be working in fricnd l} groups for a common, community 
purpose. 

from the lung-r;tngc 'ic\\, dw introdu<..tion into the n~nnin~tun 
communlt\' of pr;,cric.tl c\.pl•ncn~:e in food producuon and prep.tr.t-
tinn is bm .t further Sll'P .1lung the lim·., nf e01.•cuvc educ:ttaon. j\n 
urb.1n popul.uion, cut ofT from till' 'oil and gcnl'l':tll) un:tcquaint<.'d 
wtth \ egctablcs or meats e-.ccpt on store cuunterc;, mi~scs one im-
porLlnt ph.tse ui life. Bennington ( ollcgc dues nm plan w turn our 
skilled farmers or expert huniculturahsts, but it can offer mcmbcrc; 
uf the community an opportunity tu become famtltlr with problems 
of food production, to cxpenence some of the aches, the worries, :tnd 
rhc JOYS of farming, and to make a direct: conmburion t:O the w:~r 
.tnd pose-" ar economy. 
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