Bennington College
September 20, 1857

To: Faculty Library Commit%ee \
From: William C. Fels

As several of vou have pointed out, our choice of a site for the
library is hampered by the lack of a plan for campus development. [ have
thought and have even talked to one or two of the Trustees about putting
on the brakes and stopplng to devise a plan, but they feel, and | agree,
that things have moved too far to permit 2 wait long enough to accom-
plish thorough plamning, and that 2 library plsced somewhere close to the
present administrative complex would necessarily result from any plan.

As all the suggested sites are within 100 yards of each other, any one
site shouid satisfy any new conditions reasonably well.

Placing the library somewhere between the main campus and
Jennings to help tie the two parts of the campus together is an appealing
thought. It has been expressed by saveral persons. However, it presents
practical problems. As you inch the site toward Jennings you begin to
Isclate it, to make student access more difficult, and to complicate the
road probiem.

The '"Headow' site beyond Cricket #i1l might be used in such a
way as to provide a visual and therefore a psychological connection
between the two parts of thz campus. | suspect this could be accomplished
more easily and to better effact by shifting the parking lot which is now
outside my office, convertinp the space into a lawn and cutting some
trees so that the Barn and Jennings Tace each other.

in the fong vum it will probably be better to plen to bring the
Jennings and Carriage Barn activities closer to the main campus than (o
try 2o reach cut for them by bullding bhetwoon them or looking at them

across the msadows.
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The cobservation has been made that we have plenty of lend
and do not need to cramp ourselves. This is true. Yet there is an
advantage in keeping the buiidings within casy walking distance of
each other., We could easily become, even more than we are now, an
automobile campus rather than a walking campus. This would, [ think,
accentuate one of the few cbjectionable features of present campus life.
if you agree that placing 'the library somewhere close to the
Barn, Commons and Student Houses is a reasonabie conclusion, the real
question for the Faculty Committee is whether it thinks that any of the
sites under consideration is so unsatisfactory that the Comnittee wants
to rule it out. 1§ would not recommend, and § am guite certain the
Trustees would not approve, any site the Faculty definitely opposed.
This reasenzbie attitude on the part of the Trustees suggests,

i think, as a matter of courtecsy that unless you definitely wish to rule

out a site you iecave them the opportunity to weigh the professional advice
of the architects and their own copinions as well as yours.

it is my own opinicn, with whieh you are of course perfectly
free to differ, that eny of the three most-cften-mentioned sites, the
""Parking Lot" site, Cricket Hill, and the Meadow beyond it, would be
acceptable. All have advantages and disadvantages.

The Parking Lot site has the advantage of greatest ease of
access for the largest aumber of people, the neatest tie-in to the
existing plan, and aesthetic appcal to the architects, who, in this matter,
are the professionals. (¢ has the disadvantage of proximity to the
Student Houses. 1! have walked dovm to the site ssveral times on different
cvenings and have not found the noise or traffic objectionable. 1 could

ant, mysei¥, rufe it out as an unrcasonabie cholce.
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Cricket Hill has the advantage of being farther from the
Houses yat reasonably accessibie. It does not fit in quite as well
with the present plan, yet the fit Is not bad. (t Is a difficult site
on which to achieve a praoper distribution of activities on the two
floors, There is a service access problem. The solution is likely to
require either a flight of sieps to the main floor, or considerable
excavation and en unpleasant lower floor, largely buried and close to
the roof of the Nursery School. Yet | don't feel § could rule it out.

The Meadow site has not been surveyed, but it appears to
present the same difficulties as the Cricket Hill site, somewhat
aggravated, Its back would be o the main entrance road. its '‘advantage"
is its greater isolation and possibly its relation to Jennings. (f §
were to rule out any site, 1°'d be tempted to rule out this ones

| wrote this memorandum with the thought that It might be
helpful to you, and toc discharge my cbiigation to iet my views be known,
not to influence you. | know vou will feel free to arrive at whatever

conclusion your experience and familiarity with the life of the College,
which {§ Jack, will lead you to.





