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Menday, Januarv 3, 1966 - Bennington, Vt,.

When I arrived at Benningtern this afternoon, I found that I was the last
to come - everyone else got in either last night or earlv this morning,
David was there to meet me with open arms and heart, and he informed me
that he called my parents this mernineg to inaquire of my whereabouts,which
of course cheered me immenselv. Anyway, there were no hard feelings and
everyone understood my simple explanation - "I didn't wake up on Sundav
morning,”" I was lucky beczuse today seems to have been spent on mundane
incidentals like costumes, food, etc., which turn cut to be the most vital
elements of cur daily existence and our performing. Thers were neither
dance classes nor rechearsals today. The costume room i:as my first destina-
tion, and I put in my hour of work there before venturing intec Woolley
Pouse, It was heartenine and amazing to see all ten of us seated arpund

. the two large tables at dirner, and to realize that this monster, Tour.had

really begun, At dinner David warned us that any overweight girls in lifts
with him would either be drouoed on stape or eise left fluttering in their
suspended, ready-to-be-lifted positions. !/e fair maidens consider this
fair warning., We bhad our first nightly meeting at 8, in which we scheduled
every minute of tomorrow from 8:30 A.M. to 11:00 P.M,. This is faintly
reminiscent of Paper Week or pre-concert week, only more relaxed, mainly
because we have only twe studios for rehearsal snace now, and because we
have no other work or classes to fuss cver. Also, we are on our own and no
one yet feels inclined to put the pressure on at this early date. There are
so terribly many small details to be deelt with which seemingly have nothing
to do with the more exalted business of dancing, I have just left Marc and
Sue Slovak sitting in the living room earnestly going over the complicated
finances involved in this Tour. Then there are the profaund, ever-present
problems of meals, washing dishes, waking up in the morning. But I think
the general ccnsensus around here is that we are all glad to be getting

back to dancing ond to work.

fuesday, January 4, 1566 - Bennineton, V¢,

Today was the first day of schedulaed routine, and it was a killer for zll
of us softened creatures spoiled by two luxurious weeks of vacation. Sue
Snyder's ballet class at 9:30 A.M. demonstrated with cruel clarity how out
of shape we all are, and the following rehearsal with Martha for the open=-
er was equally discouraging. We seem to have forrotten the greater bulk
of what we had worked ocut in the opener before vacation. But Martha's
limitless pstience was beautiful to behold, Between the hours of 12 noon
and 10:00 P,M. every dance on the propram was rehearsed. Also, between
those brief but well-packed hours, we ate and cleaned un after two meals
{2 major operation around here), David went to have his car fixed, Anita
finished off Leslie's costume for my dancs, Laurie, RoRoc and Sue Snyder
went to town to have a multitude of ballet slipners rubberized and to stock
up on baked beans and bias tare, end we zall breathed a little, David's
car seems to have entirely given up its thin hold on life. Tonight Ruth



and I cooked enough bakad beans to last us until March. You can never
tell with these dancers' erratic appetites. Tne kitchen is fast be-
coming our most frequent hang-out besides rehearsal studics; we are
discovering the deep truth in the hcusewife'’s lament of being a slave to
the kitchen. This house,which seemed so empty when we first arrived, is
now full of life and sound; we have taken it over and seeped its walls
in our varicus and varied beines, Leslie plays the guitar and David plays
his recorder scretimes and the Music Tour neople dovmnstairs are alwavs
either singing or rlaying records when they are here, which seems to he
whenever we are - at night, The original bareness of cur rcoms is slowly
being obliterated by cur invincible livinr habits., It iz wonderful, Ve
are all in high spirits - how lone will it last, we wender.

In David's first rehearsal today (I am taking Harry's pert in his dance)

I was overwhelmzd and awed bv Harry's agility which the part demands,
After mastering the difficulties of leapineg into David's arms without
hesitation, he proceeded tc toss me quite forcefully out of them, so un-
expectedly forcefully, in fact, that I fell on my face. T was the cled

of the day for that. Later in the sfternocn Benijy and Joe apneared con the
costume room scene, and Seniy encertained us for about twenty minutes dis.
covering for the first time, as onlv a nassionatelv curious 2 1/2 year old
can, the sewing machine., He was enchanted, and so were Leslie, Anita and
I, watching and listenine tc him. Tonirht I worked on transportation for
Marc for three hours, and 7 figured out buss arranrements for only two
dates., His job is painfully tedicus, comnrlicated, frustrating, and time
consuming,

This afternoon, cur eood friend Anne Yeo gave birth to a little girl - her
husband John cazme 2ll radiant and rlowine to tell us tonicht, We were
all happy but surorised, for she was several weeks earlv.

fo weeks from tonight is our first date - what an ineredible thought! But
it is hard to believe that we haven't already been here two weeks - we are
so deeply into it alreadv. Today was one of those rare beautiful winter
days - cuttinely crystal clear, even the @ir a searine white, and the snow
whiter and¢ the sun blindingly Fright and the sky piercing blue, But the
hurting cold goes right throurh.

Wednesday,January 5, 1566 - Benninston, Vt.

Today we were all sore, stiff, and tired, We are already berinning tc dras
a little., But, to cheer us all, David's car is all well and has come back
to life apain. Martha is turning the opener intc a wild comedy act, com-
plete with real sneezing and a female frantically carried off. But it's
going well, and when it's done it will le very funnv and lively and lovely
too. A grour of us went to sce Anne tonight at the hospital, and she
looked relaxed and hanpy., Fer baty is in an incubator, but is fine., This
afterncon Benjy entertained us by dancing with wild abandon and joyousness
on the stage to the music for mv dance. Joe btrought him at the end of my
rehearsal, and of the dav, at 5 P.“, , when we 2ll sorely needed to be re-
fresged by him. Joe and Kathy, Leslie and I iere rolling around on the



.

stace, clanpine our hands, laurhin~, and Uenjv was our rins-leader.

Noc that we have been here several days, and have adiusted to the orrani-
zaticn routine, it's hard to Lelieve that we're reallins coine to leave
our settled life here and live back and forth between all these meanine-
less words like "iscons’n and Indiena. It scems like Just another con-
cert we're workine on, to oive here at cur own familiar theatre. We are
all arazed 2t the transformation of cur dances tr the merformance of
different dancers in them. It's h2rd to cet used to szeinrs them that
wav., Ruth savs she keers expectine iiarry to annear in the nattern he
created for himself in David's dance, and behold, who emer~as rut me,She
aluwavs lauchs 2 let In those rehearsals.

! an elesant dinner for us, ‘iich we ate in
candlelicht drinrina fren wine bottles and to teautiful nusic bw Vaurhn
Williams. It was ouiet and lovelv, fine, cood food toc, "' were all
tired and fealine low, so it was opeaceful for a chanre, and comine into
that room ané see’n« it all soread out and 1lit un vas cheerine, - it was
warm like a home. fow Laurie, David, Dawe Schreiber are sittire in the
living room workinrc out Laurie's euitar nart for David's trio, Fathyv and
¥arc are wvorkine on trensnortation, Sue Sloval is workins crn the lecture-
dem, There is a nuiet urrency in all of this; we must cet these thinos
done, becausc verv soon we must ~resent ourselves to the vorld in finish-
ad, nolished form,

Marc and Sue Slovak sre-are

e Yy

Tﬁhrsgggé_gaguarv 6, 1965 -~ Benninoton, Vt.

This mornine we finished the openerj tonicht ve finished learnine David's
dance, and my dance is just alout done, thoush rourhlv. The onener and
David's beth feel rood and sclid, Thev reallv rove and the timine is
flashine fast. As many times as I saw David's dance, I never realizec how
much just nlain runnine all over the staese it involves - the intricately
tired, speecding runs arz the mest difficult nart in it. .'e cannot do

them without a coatine of vaseline on our feet, which reallv helns to keeo
from sliorine and slidire, The next week 2nd a half will be snent on
volishine and more nolishing, t!ost of t'e cther dances seem tc be coine
fairlv smcothlv, thcush reore slouly,

We had our first disazline injurv tedav - Anita burt her arch in Futh's
rehearsal, This is 2 danrzrous and soberine rerinder of how irrenlaceable
our bedies are - as David says, cur bodies are worth: $8,000 in the next
seven weeks., 2ut above and tevond that, f we con't start out on our trek
whole and healthv, we will ncver catch ur with ourselves, znd we cannot rer-
form well unless our bodies are functicnine nerfectlv., ‘‘e cannot nush an
exhausted or alreadv slishtlv inijured hodv, bacause 2 hodv will easilv breszk
if mushed tco far, 3ut, in ceneral, we are holdins un rrettv well so far,
and we all seemed more cheerful todzy, maybe because the comrleted onener
gave us a sense of cettins screwhere, of accomnlishment,

David, stare menager, ccllansitle trash can builder, eeneral chief organ-
izer as well as dancer in six dances - is more rascrad than the rest of us
and has legitimately besced off kitchen work, but he is still in hich
spirits and deterrined to see it throurh, wit. the aid of his trustv Tiser's
¥ilk to give him EXTRA PVOTEIW-FICH EUERCY, s



Today it snowed all day and tonicht was oulet, still, and freshly smothered
in clean whiteness, /11 the trees plisten in their skins of icej walking
tackfrom rehearsal we felt calmed Lv it and hanpv to Le here in it,

Fridayv, Januarvy 7, 196%, Bennineton, Yt.

In today's oncner releazrsal Joe heran adding snurts of rusic, and we wore
cur assortad and brishtly colored accessories vhich will be our individual
costurmes for it, It is lLepirnine to share un into a comnletzs dance. Joe
told us we all look zanv in it, and “artha teld us not to '"mus" in the funnv
parts, Anywvay, it's a cood wav to berin a dance concert, for both the audi-
ence and for us.

Today Anita's foot was better, and thouech we were all very tired, ue were

in hirh spirits because the weekand is armroachine and bacause we are de-
finitely rettine somevhere in our endlecs rehearsals., Ivervthing is
tightenine and our tour Is cominc into focus, ''arc firished transvortaticn
arrancements tials afternocn - a huce accemnlishment - sc we are assuredly
goine to leave ftennington on a certain dav, and Leard buses, trains and s
planes at certain times, and he nicked uo by friendiv, uvelcomins school cars
on certain carlyv mernines, no matter how far avay and unreal it mav seem now.
Anita, Kathy and Ruth usrs greatly cheerad bv the arrival of their respect-
ive bovfriendsz todav, wheose nresence rerks us all up as well, ‘le had a rarty
tonipht and that was levely. ’iartha carme, and evervone felt relaxed and con=-
genial, Leslie, David, and I -lzved recorder trios and nuartets with Alice
and Joan from i‘usic Tour to set the nroner backeround., WYWe aven had a rear-
ing fire, Later "are sane scre Schubert and Schumann sones while I accon-
panied him on the gruesome rizno that sraces the livins room te had eoreat
Tun., Devoted and conscientiocus Sue flovak =at amidst all her notes and
books workines feverishly on tha lecture-dem, It will reallv be a per when
she rets it done, after 2ll the work and sweat she's ~uttine into it. Today,
I slept a lot in cate-nans richt Lefore or after meals - and felt that others
orobably did too behind their closed dcors, 'e are already for our dav of
rest an¢ no rehearsins on Sundav,

Saturday, January 8, 196& - Jernineton, Vt.

Today was an cff dav. e slent late by ceneral ccnsent, and when evervone
finally got up we anreed nct to have a class, either., At 11:30 we had a half-
hour run-through of the onener with the ivhole Wittman fanily en the scene.

Joe had a uew tare for us to trv out, uith “artha's soft counting throuchout
and Joe's koud "Gesundheit" at the appronriate moment, It was & wild half-
hour with 2eniy runnin~ in and out of the clock tower, the stare wings, the
tape machine area, and the li~ht set-un, cn and off Puth's willine back,
struggline to free himself from all entangline arms.

Rehearsals went badly for me todzv., I don't feel that I'm reallv in David's
dance yet, and I don't feel that my neonle are rezlly in mv dance. 1 was
tempted to end my rehearszl after the first run-throucsh - it was so bad, I
suess ve were all tired, but I felt discoursred anvwav, I did clean up some
of it, and also re-chorecrra-hed Davic's solo, after lettinc them =c earlv,
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Wendy Summit arrived this morning to rehearse her solo with Kathy,who is
performing it. She brousht us news of the dismal subway and bus strike
in New York City and also a general air of frechness and outside realness
that we all welcemed.

We have been eating very well, especially at our delicious dinners =-chicken,
pot roast, pork chops, chow mein, and large fresh salad every night, and
hot crowded scup at every lunch. RoPo and Sue Snyder shop for our food
every dav, and they buy cood thinss - fresh fruit, cockies, cream of wheat.
PoRo has been a tremendcus heln and morale booster for us 21l, Tonight
Ruthjs rehearsal was canceled sc everyone could go to the movies, and

David, Leslie and I went to jiew York Citv, He left about 8 P,, Bennington
was bitter cold, devn to 0°, with thick snow 31l around from three days of
steady snowing. We arrived in Hew York about 12:39, znd vecnle were crowd-
ed all over the streets ir the cold, because of the transportation strike,
Tenight I sleep on cushions cn the floor in front of & fire.

Sundav, Januarv 9, 1866 - Bennington, Vt,

A ploriocus cold cay spent walking and walking and walkinz, eating, seeing
friends. Teday I was not a rember ¢f Tour, I saw Harrv and checked un on
hazy details from my dance and from David's, MWe left Yew York about 10:30
P.M., arrived back at Benninston homestead at 3:0C A,M,, tired but happy.

fonday, January 10, 1966 - Bennincton, Vt,

Everyone was refreshed and relaxed from our easy weekend, but scmehow we
all ran around so much in the ccld trvins tc squeeze the most enjoyment
from cur ona free day, that we are exhausted. Futh returned from Schenec-
tady in the middle of class this rornine; Pavid, Les and I missed breakfast
due tc cur late vigil, The dances are goine better in general. Mine

went very well today. David's new solc looks very fine in it. David told
us at our meeting that this week we rmuat work more on dancing now that we
have learned the new s=2quences and ctens, Qur first real rerformance is
one week from tonight - our final dress rehearsal cnen to the Bennington
community. Tourine begins next Tuesdav.

David has achieved a triumph ~ his collapsible, portable trash can for his
"Rags"” solo is now in the final stz-es of nroducticn, He assembled it and
painted it and thus solved this prcblem that has been preving on him for the
past week, In New York he finally got what he needed, and finished it up
teday.

Joe had yet a new tanme to trr ocut for cur opener today, not as witty and
funny as the previous one, but effective in a different way.

Sue Slovak presented to us the ideas of her lecture so that we can begin
working on the demonstration part of it. It involves a lot of work, I

have to recenstruct my solo from last spring, to use nart of it for the
lecture-demy, and David said to bring a costume along for it in case we

ever need it as a substitute dance. e are assuming the inevitability of
injuries. Things are gettin~ tichter - the last minute costume details pil-
ing up, making hotel reservations where necessary, scheduling of run-throughs



and dress rehearsals, plans for dining out where we have been invited
this remaining week (Mr. Parry and the Wittmans), remembering to get
Anne and her new baby scme goodies from us, remembering to prepare meals
and clearn up and go to rehearsals and go to sleep and get up and eat and
dance, Leslie and Anita are organizing a happening teo end the lecture-
dem, Tonight their ideas for it came fast and furiouslv and funny. Sue
Slovak says her books sav Tour has gained 70¢ scmewhere along the line -
but better 70¢ than 7C pounds, we always sav, I have a cold nowj; but we
are all cheerful again,

Tuesday, January 11, 196€ -~ Bennington, Vt.
Some of us are getting nervous about all the work left to do in seven
days; all the dances with new casts are not ready, costumes are still un-

?
finished, our travel plans are not definite. Kathy Havnes has been werk-
ing cn the completed itinerary and the list of people to send it toj at
dinner we all received our copies, and our peaccful conversation exploeded
inte frantic babbling when we discovered that scme large oversights had
been made in arrangements for room and toard while traveling. Ve have
38 dates, including 15 master classes, several lecturc-dems, and shorter
programs, and 30 full prosrams, It will be tough.

Wednesday, January 12, 1566 -~ Bennington, Vt,

Today, everything we have been working on for these past ten days reached
a peak of intensity. Several cf us were terribly nervous abcut unfinish-
ed traveling arrangements, about our dances and our dancing, about not
being ready to perform anything. But we 211 know that somehow we will be
ready by next Monday night., e had another ugly, explosive, tense sceme
at lunch about "business", which we had previously apreed by general con-
sent not tc discuss at the table when we sit down for meals - our only
time of the day to relax. We were all giddy and jumpv and a little bit
sad after that. We knew we must never bring up "business" again at the
dinner table.

Rehearsals are going meore smoothly now; Sue Snyder and Anita, the re-
gisseurs, have been watching some of the dances and this automatically
tigzhtens up our cerformance. Ny dance is finally beginning to hang to-
gether, and so is David's.

We had an incredibly sumptuous and elegant dinner at Mr, Parrv's house
tonights it was 2 joy to us all - complete with beautiful white linen
tablecloth and napkins, white chrysanthemums on the table, fine china and
silver, delicate light wine, subtly flavored Indonesian rice and a shrimp
mushroom-artichoke dish that he informed us was a favorite of Adlai
Stevenson's, and fresh fruit soaked in wine, home-made cockies for des-
sert. We all ate too much, but savored every bite, appreciating it all
the more after ten davs of our own more hurried meals., We relaxed and
talked merrily, flushed from the wine, and desperately lingered on until
8, drinking up every minute in that beautiful atmospchere before return-
ing to our unelegant routine,




We had a longer meetins th=n usual tonight, and the new scherness of its
tone was impressive. We feel we're really into It now, instead of just
playing the recles of dancers on a tour. David warned us, unhumorously,
about gatting encugh sle=n, about havinag enough restraint at delicious
dinners (as good as tonight's) we will constantlv be faced with on tour.
If any of the girls gain weight it will put s real strain on David and
Marc, who have to 1lift them. Run-throughs becin tomorrow, dress rehearsals
will be Sundav and Mondav nipghts. It was z down-to-earth meeting, honest
and open, throwing in cur faces ths undeniably unpleasant parts of dancing
and touring. Ne ware 21l advisad te work individuallv on our parts in the
dances, and on our technigue,in reneral.

Later this eveninec Marc ané I ezcaped for & beautiful hour in the New Studio:
we sang Schumann and Faure sonzs sind I accorpanied him on the piano in

there, After he loft I worksd until 12:30 on my demonesiration of Jack's
technigue for the lacture-dem, 2nd on my solo. O ot & lct done, znd fin-
ishad both, As I walked back in the ccld, I Fzlt very full of a good
feeling, aré auiverinzly awszke. Somethlny is hcrﬁeh¢ng to all of us, Ve

“re beginpnine tc see the beautv and excitement in what we are deing, and
tc sce beyond our everyday cvcle of increasing tiredness.

Thursday, January 13, 1966 - 3ennianpton, V=,

Today 2 Lomb fell orn ocur careful plzne for Tour - David went to the doctor
and found out he has a hernia He chould not de lifts or strenucus danc-
ing - Put in cach of the six dznces he is in, he has several lifts, some
very difficult. So this was a tig blow to 2ll of us, It is unfortunate

that sc much cf our cencert should depend on one person - & result of im-
practical planning, lacking foresipht. He tcld us the neus today right be -
fore our first run-through =t 5. However, we went thrcuch with it, with-
out deing any of David's lifts, but performing the rest of the dances at
hich pitch, and some of them loocked very good, HMartha and Joe fixed a
beautiful dinner for us tonight =fter we returned from‘run-through, tired,
hungry, baffled, saddenzd, Ve ate in candle-light, trving hard to be cheer-
ful and furny, in ocur own dining roumy Leslie and I dressed in silly,lovely
dresses - mine an cranee print with yallow lace from the costume room. But
some of us felt glum and rade no effort to hide it., After dinner we ad-
jeurned to the living room for z sserious meeting while Martha and Joe wash-
ed the dishes anc cleaned ur our mess from dinner. We received criticism
from Anita and Sue Snvder on zll the dances, and nc mention was made of any
major changes in the program as of yet. But we all know that some change
must be mades, perhaps scme dances entircly cut, scme altered for David, scme
casting switched to Marc or tc ancther man brought in right away. David
already started to teach his quartet to Marc; I have been told to prepare
my solo for peossible performance as an alternate dance. These things hurt
2ll of us, for we know that ore of us simply overcxtended himself because
of too nany demands made on him, This will be a strain on 21l of us for
the duraticn of Tour, as well as on David, who might have to leave us at
azny time, We are sad tomight.

Friday, Januarv 14,1966 -~ Benninoton, Vt,

This day started badly, with all kinds of reactions and repercussions from
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yesterday, Jiw Edinger is coming up from New York and will go with us

on Tour, so we will be a company of eleven. The casting changes are
indefinite, but at least two dances will be removed from David's heavy
load, Jim cannot leave his job before Sunday afternoon and so cannot
begin rehearsals until Monday, so most of his learning work will have to
be done while we're on the road, Our programs will be touch-and-go; we
will have to be ready to cut some dances, put others in, and do many with a
different malc cast, as well as the exnected work of any tour-- adjusting
to unfamiliar stages, floors, and technical set-up, Today we all suffered
from over=tiredness and irritability, and some of us from shin splints

and diarrhea, But around dinner time we scemed to regain some of our sense
of humor and high spirits; Leslie and Laurie made chopped liver, and we had
ice cream for dessert. Our run-through, at 8, went very smoothly = we are
almost too much on top of ocurselves and our energy, we need now to rest and
relax from -rehcarsing., David danced beautifully tonight, but it hurts us
to see him push himself so much, e have been playing guitar and recorders
and singing beautiful songs lately,

Saturday, January 15, 1906 - Bennington, Vt,.

Today we are more hurt and more tired, Jin injured his foot learning my
dance from llarry in New York, so he cannot dance for a week, but he is
coming tomorrcw afterncon anyway. Lecture-demonstration is finished; it is
gppd, and the only thing untouched by all these changes. Jim will event_il-
ly learn most of David's parts, ilarc will learn the others, Anita will
learn his solo,

This is a black, usly, sad day, Qutside it is beautiful. The snow
lies thick and. blue dnd ufitcuchied by foct because theié are so few-people,
hert to dishevel it with hard coles and:hcels; it-sparkles-at nighs. >
arc-itching to leave here. Despite all cur piuns and preparations,.we will
begin our tour with the teaching and rehearsing of some dances still left
to do for Marc and Jin, due to all these unforeseen events, Perhaps future
tours will know not to load one person with so much responsibility in dan-
cing and managing; no one should be indispensable on a tour., Ve are all
emotionally and physically drained. C(ur cheerfulness, if there ever is
any, is foced and surface deep. Tonight's run-through was fair. Not much
concentration or energy. Leslie's late suitcase, feared lost, flnally
arrived from Boston today - Eureka! ile can all breathe again now for her,

Sunday, January 16, 13966 - Lennington, Vt.

Things were better today, i/e all made an effort to be cheerful, and by
dinnertime we really were, ! had two lecture-demonstration rehearsals,
which went fairly smoothily. All cother rehearsals were for dances with re-
placements in cast, Jim came this afternoon, and we're all relieved and
overjoyed to sce him, even though his foot is all purple and swollen, He
is really a breath of fresh air for us, and his optimism is catching. The
run-through tonight was sloppy but good-spirited; in David's quartet we all
cozpletely broke up at each other - our bodies kept dancing but cur faces
and minds kept laughing, and we cursed on stage at our inability to control
our mocd while performing., It was a nightmare, but a funny one - now that
it's cut of uc we can hope it will never happen again., It was triggered
by Anita's black-out during her entrance and by small technical details =
David suddenly discovering the travellor down instead of the cyc, with a
blue light shining onto the blackness.

After run-through Anne Schlabach gave us a party at Cricket Hill with
delicious focd again, ke were all in good spirits by then, and we must

S



have scruck her as a very jolly and lively group, Today Falfine, alias
Foulish Fiend and Alice, adopted us waruly into her dog's heart; she stayed
with us all day, went with us to the cheatre and to Cricket for the party,

and she is now sleepins on a living room chair. She cheers us, David says
his quartet can be depended on to cheer us, But not as much as it did tonight
we hope. lie leave on our Tour the day after tomorrow - still a lot left to
do, Our first date is Rutland, Vermont., Ve are finishing up last details

as well as still taking care of some important ones.

Monday, January 17, 1906 - Bennington, Vt,

Today started badly but ended up a very good day, We all felt tired and
discouraged this morning, and as liartha made some last minute changes in

the opener, she remarked on our apathy but also mentioned her certainty that
it would vanish by evening. Today was a day of washing laundry, packing

away our life from the past two weeks - a life of leotards, dungareces, sloppy
shoes, and books we always mean to rcad - and preparing our life for the

next seven weeks - a lifc of constantly nice, sophisticated, and fashionable
appearance but of only the essentials, and the lightest ones at that, No
dearly loved books that will never be read, or rusic, or jewelry, or pretty
boxes and things we are accustoned to have around us tc admire,

Today David went to another doctor, who informed him that his pain is
from a pulled muscle, rather than a herniu, although he does have a sligs
oone, lie are all immensely relieved, and so is he. A pulled muscle is pain-
ful, but it heals easily and quickly if rested for a week, lie are all breaths
ing easily again, and for the first time since Thursday there is no strain
or tensica amcng us f£ron 1.fear that-David'wculd have to leave us soon.

Cvr final run-through tonight was attended by a small cool audience,
nevertheless receptive. !'e are tired and do not feel that we danced very
well, although the program as a whole went smoothly. It is very late now
but some of us are still up packing and packing, organizing a million things
that are impossible to keep organized., It seems strange that tomorrow
morning will not be just another day, with class at 9:30, onener at 10:30,,
lecture-demonstration at 11:00, and other reiearsals all day long, David
tore off the weekly schedule of meal-preparers and dish-washers, which sym-
bolically ended our stay here. Tonight before warm-up Yiarc gave everyone
bubble-gum, which we all promptly popped into our eager mouths, The warm-up
must have been a funny sight, with jaws working as hard as legs and all ten
jaws going in a different rhythu; we snapped, crackled, and popped loudly,
but the gum relaxed us,

Tuesday, January 18, 1966 - Rutland, Vt. Jewish Comm. Center, 8 P, M.

Today was a beautiful and fantastic day., There was an air of excitement at
our usually dead breakfast, and wonder of wonders, David was the one who woke
everyone us this morning and cooked breakfast, Uhen we all finally got our-
selves and our belongings assembled, we sat in the living room and marveled
at the huge amount of "stuff" traveling with us that was piled in the hall,
overflowing from it in all directions. In our effort to be organized, we
labelled every bag with wool strips of two wild colors from Ruth's costumes,
and assigned each person to a certain diuty when boarding a bus or cab or
car, But when the moment came for all eleven of us to actually leave a
place or vehicle, we didn't scem very organized at all, Martha and Joe saw
us off, the three men wearing handsome jackets and ties, even David in a
neat white shirt and tie, looking as he has never before been seen by my
eyes, \e girls were in ocur all-purpose, all-weather boots and assorted tour
outfits of fashionable ccats and big furry or woolly hats, and lugging huge
overstuifed tote bags, le piled into 2 cabs, promptly invaded a Burlingten
Pooam 170 aed yewa in Rutland in shout an hour, e livened up that bus
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outfits of fashionable coats and Lig furry or woolly hats, and lugging huge, over-
stuffed tote bags, Ue piled into two cabs, promptly invaded a Burlington bus

at 10;30 and were in Rutland in about an hour, tie livened up that bus consider-
ably singing spiritedly "Aupres de a blomde, il fait beau, fait beau dormir"

and crazy 3-part cycles involving intricate combinations of 3 different songs,
David tooted his recorder most adimirably,

In Rutland we met the first of the many kind, friendly hostesses we will
meet along the way of this tour, who open up their homes and their lives to us
briefly for a few hours. iec found out that our "'stage" for tonight's performance
is nothing more than a linoleum tile floor of an auditorium in the Rutland
Jewish Center, U@ set up makeshift wings by draping blankets and sheets over
costume racks; we had no stage lights., The only disturbing element was that we
had to dance on the same level as the audience and practically on top of then,
with no blinding lights to help give us distance, One of our hostesses thought
that our luggage tags were ucnnington's school colors - that arused us, Ve split
up for dinner at private homes, and returned to warmeup and make-up to find that
the center was closed, David did not nave a master key to this building, bu sp,e
freak circumstance, so we were forced o wait for a babbling, ridiculous fifteen
minutes until the Rabbi opened it up., The performance went very beautifully and
spiritedly; we really camc to life, ULill sent us a telegram adnonishing us to
"keep the ball rolling," and llarty Arastrong came to see us and cheer us on,
Cetting away from Bennington and having a fresh, new audience was a great spur
to ocur.failing cnergy. - Althcugh these peeple knew nothing about dance  or mod~rn
dance, they responded warmly. It was a small audience that wanted to know mu.e
about us, about dance, about our work, that reached cut to our dancing and tock
it eagerly into their own exnericnre. There were children in the audience, and
their genuine appreciation and entertainment made us feel esnecially good. One
woman told me afterward that cur faccs locked dead and expressionless, but she
did not even know if this was a criticism or if dance was supposed to be like
that, GHowever, we do kncw, and know also that this is a problem we must work on
to improve, especially since we will often be in other situations like tonight's,
Tonight we are totally exhausted, !ic are all split up - Leslie and I are at the
Calcagni's neat, pretty house with a fantastic view of the mountains from the
living room window, warmly received by them and their three beautiful children,
David and Jinm are at Mrs, Cohen's, Susanne and Ruth at lirs, Chase's, and the
others split up singly. Our first day of real touring is over - we have success-
fully packed and unpacked the costumes, kept ourselves and ocur things intact, and
danced well enough to glue sore people real °ﬂ30ynen. - that's what this tour is
all about, after-all. Rk e oS

_keédnesday, dSpuaryil9, 1960 - Putney and Brattleboro, Vt, Putney School 3:15
All Souls Chirch 8:30

Today we were all very tired and cut of sorts, crabby to cach other, Everye
thing seemed to be a drag, e travelled through typical Vermont countryside,
looking gorgeous in thick snow and crazy patterns of ice, Black horses stood
against the snow grazing nonexistent grass, as if placed there by a sculptor,
keRo met us at Brattleboro, and he was a welcome sight to us all. We found Putney
School to be a miniature Bennington with younger and co-ed students, but somehow
more innocent and pure. ['e gave our first lecture-den, there this afternoon, and
though we were all painfully nervous it went very well. Our carefully unplanned
heppening torend it was a fuge success with those quiék, alert studengs, Our
evening perfiormance at a church in Brattleboro did not go so well. Our stage
area was tiny, the floor was very sticky, and most of us felt down tonight. But
the audience, a small, but packed house, was very responsive and warm, Some
dances were practically re-choreographed on stage because of spacing difficulty;
Kathy's zirper completely broke one dance before hers, which created a mild panic;
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the technical sc¢i-up, or rather lack of it, was very difficult, Last night as I
ran madly off into a wing in David's dance, my elbow pulled by an invisible force,
I was supposed to use Marc's chest to brace myself against, but I tripped as I
reached him and fell hard on my rear, stunned and sore-bottomed, Now I Xeep en-
visioning it happening before I get to the wing. It seems strange and meaningless
to go in and out of people's lives like we did last night and this morning, Tce
night we are at the Alumni House at Putney School - all eight girls in a cold,
long room with bunk beds lining one wall, It is chaotic and unptivate. Down-
stairs in the other big room is a firc and soft guitar playing in the dark, e
had a sort of party with no one really fecling in a party mood, We're just a
little tired and discouraged,

Thursday, January 20, 1906 (Travelling Brattleboro, Vt. - ifaterville, Maine)

This morning we woke up at 5 A.!l, - a hideous hour to do anything in - in
order to be packed up by 6 and at the bus by 7, The day seemed interminably
long - hours and hours of riding on buses, Ve decided to taks a 2-hour break in
Boston in between buses, and in those two hiours we caroused around, wildly fling-
ing curselves at cvery-shop we passed and creating scenes of lcud merrimént, Jim
vought a beautiful deep pink carnation for each girl, whick he delivered to us
cn the tus erd 'vwhich we proudly~disvlayed either,in cur hair or energing out of
a neckline or buttonhole, Just .l.ut the time that we had begun to doubt the
existence of Waterville, Maine, we arrived there about 7 P,ll., and were scooped
up into school cars and whisled off to an elegant reception roon at Colby Cp;:. ge,
The Dance Club had a delicious meal prepared for us, and we all felt that we
should have been perkier and more alive after all their efforts. Their efficien-
¢y and organization and friendliness were lovely. Since we have some free time
tomorrow we are going to rehearse dances that have become sioppy - David's trio
and quartet, Ruth's, Laurie's, mine. It was odd having a meeting and reading off
rehearsal times again - we haven't done that since we left Bennington, Tonight
we are all split up in various dorms, some of us sharing a room with a Colby
student, It is the first free night, with no performance, that we have yet had,

Today, during all those eumpty hours of traveling, we talked a lot about Tcur
and its flaws and impracticalities., 'e mentioned some suggestions for future
tours,

Tour Chairmen: « don't get dates merely to fill up the calendar; be specific
about stage requirements and don't accept many dates without a decent stage or
without a stage at all; either cut down on traveling, so that we have many dates
in a smaller area, or else get fewer dates if wide traveling is necessary, with
more free days in between,

The number of men and rirls should depend on the demands of the dances going
on tour, rather than the traditional nuwmber of 8 women and 2 men. The full pro-
gram should not have more than nine, dances, eleven being too much to throw at an
audience, especially one unfarmiliar with dance,

Friday, January 21, 1966 -laterville, Maine - Colby College 8:30 P,M.
Master Class 3:30

Here at Colby College we had a real stage.with curtains, lights, and programs
for the first time. Illowever, our smooth, slippery mascnite stage floor more than
made up for the lack of other technical difficwlties, But we had a warm, recep-
tive audience which secenmed to overlook our mad ssipping and sliding all over the
stage, e had some instant choreography again tonight, some ridiculous spacing
problems, Kathy's hair ribbon fell on the stage with bobby-pin ends up, just
where David had to place his foot, I rolled over on to Anita's costume and thus
pinned us both to the floor. But cur performance was spirited, we were much more
relaxed than we've been since Bennington, and we could laugh about our errors,
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It's amazing what one "free" duy can do for our morales, ("Tree? means an eve-
ning of no performance followed by a day of no traveling.) Today we found time
to wash our hair, our clothes, reorganize oursclves, relax a little, This after-
noon Sue Snyder taught the first master class. Marc and I demonstrated, It be-
gan slowly but picked up along thie way., Most of the 20 or so girls taking it were
beginners, but they seemed to cnjoy it. Last night, Laurie discovered that her
guitar has three huge deep cracks oa the side, from the cold or from knocking it
around too roughly. This was upsetting, but she was able to borrow a guitar from
one of the students for tonight. She plans to have !Mr, Schonbeck mend it when we
are in Bennington tomorrow and Sunday, Tonight Jim danced with us for the first
time - he danced David's part in the opener, David is much better but Jim is
going to take over some of his load. We are all so thankful for David's quartet
as a graceful closing dance. It always ends the concert on a good note, despite
what has gone before it (or during it) - Marc told me to mention-this, as a
thought shared by us all. Tonight Laurie, liarc, Leslie and I had an adventure

in the chapel after the performance. We wandered gaily in, found a beautiful
3-keyboard organ and I proceeded to play Bach on it, pulling many stops which
made an infinite number of wondrous sounds, IHowever, a bearded young Ban entered
and informed us that we were disrupting the PA rystem in the coffee house down-
stairs and that we nust stop; but until the others could figure out how to turn
the organ off, I continued playing on a bell-like stop saying "But isn't this
beautiful?" to whick he replied, "I love organs, but you must stop playing it
now,”" Being dancers, and from Bennington, and very tired, we didn't care too
much what we disrupted. Kathy and Sue Slovak wandered off into town, David ar-
Jir wandered into a fraternity housc pajama party; Anita, Sue Snyder, and Ruth
hit their respective sacks.

Saturday, January 22, 1966 - Travel iaterville, 'laine - Bennington, Vt.

Another 5 A,M, rising, Ve are exhausted to the point of hysteria, A beautiful
clear sunny day., Ie left iaterville at 6:20 A.M,, after a double batch of donuts
and coffee by accident, and spent a lovely hour and 2 half in Boston; six of

us girls ate lunch agy an exquisite East European cafe., I went to a fascinating
art print shop to bu prints for Leslie's birthday which was today. She went to

a crazy contemporary ruseum and a music lesson building with a spiraling turgoise
staircase leading to a bright turquoise door to heaven, no doubt. The others
wandered in and out of beautiful clothes and import shops. 'Ye almost lost Kathy
who nearly missed the bus to Albany while entranced in watcRing pigeons in the
Commons, The afternoon was spmarkling bright sunry quiet lovely, everyone slept
on the bus in surreal positions, except Leslic and me who talked softly of soft
things and watched the sleeping bodies arouml us and wrote silly rhymes and read
poetic words. Bus arrived and hour and a half early in Albany - at 3:45 - bus to
Bennington not until 6:30, sc everyone sadly set out alone walking down that

ugly Main Street with an ewpty long span of time to kill, and that was the last

I saw of them. They went on to Bennington for tonight; I stayed in Albany at ny s
sister's house and Ruth and Sue Snyder also left the group. !‘e each have our
personal lives outside the tour which makes us strnagely detached from each other
we do our job together and that's about all, as much as we can help it,

Sunday, January 23, 1966 - Troy, N,Y., Emma Willard School 2:30 and 4:00 P,M,)

Ve went to Emma Willar School today - the extreme opposite of Putney School - a
huge, impressive mass of prison-like buildings, grey stone. The inside was like
an elegant dungeen, Ve had a very formal, stiff dinner there for lunch, with
demi-tasse coffee right after it., We were very pressed for time - half an hour
in between master class and concert, and David had only 2 hours to set all the
lights and technical cues. For the first time we dispensed with a formal, warm-up
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class, which was a mistoke, esrecizlly since we have not danced since Friday, We
had & beautiful stage and floor for the first time, but unfortunately we only did

a 45 minute program, so the fifty o so girls who came toc see us could go to chapel
at 5 P,M, Jim danced in Kathy's dance today, and it was the only one that went
well except for Laurie's, The rest of us vwere very sloppy and apathetic., It was

a grey day, with a snow blizzard blowing up, and we all danced greyly. Our audi-
ence was the coldest, smaliest, and deadest we have yet had - it seemed to feed

on our apathy and we on its coolness., Not even a chuckle in David's quartet, Last
night at the College again, for one night, and with no food in the refridgerator,
seemed to have depressed everyone. Tonight they are split up between two Troy
houses, cxcept for Ruth, Sue Snyder, and me, Today was the first of a 13-day
stretch of cne nisht stands, with no free days in between,

Monday, January 24, 1966 - Amenia, N.Y. = Barlow School - 3 P,H,

Ye did a lot of traveling today but somchow ended up only making a big circle.
Traveled from Troy = Albany - Poughkeepsie Amenia  Poughkeepsic Albany
Bennington. Tonizht we are all bedded down at Putnam lotel in Bennington and
unutterably exhausted. Lugeed our mountainous Juggage all over train and bus sta--
tions and din't even use it all day., Performance at Barlow School was fair, I
felt better nmyself but it sceumed ratner down for most everyone else, Their stage
had a strf:se set-up; dressing rooms did neot lead directly to wings, so we had to
do all our“costume changes back-stage; once the performance began, we all had to
remain backstage, Our audience was with us pretty well, and seemed enthusiastic,

Laurie's dance became farcical today - she and David broke up uncontroll._.ly
on stage, which frustrated and confused Sue Slovak, who tried to dance this serious
dance seriously, as they've always done previocusly, Several of the dances deter-
iorated into frantic spatial re-adjustuments and none of them were really performed
with much projection or concentration, On the train we discussed this problem,
which seeirs to be very much with us - we must realize that our program is simply
not outstandingly great or exciting, but that we can still make it enjoyable and
fresh, only if we ourselves feel it that way., The dances seem to be falling apart;
they need rehearsal and much sericus thinking - not sc much anxiety about unfamil-
iar spacing and floors.

Our meals tcday were harrassed and haphazard - lunch was brought to us and
ravenously gobbled up right in the theatre, which saved us some much-needed time,
and dinner was carefully wraprod up, dragged along with us to Poughkeepsie and
onto the train, and thence disposed of, arain ravenously., i‘e had a close call on
the long ride to Poughkeepsie today and almost missed the train - the VW bus with
all the luggage and four cf us in it had a flat tire., But luckily Marc was in the
car and quickly efficiently changed the tire so that we arrived with some little
time to spare, ‘e all yearn for a good tough techrique class - for a luxurious
hour and a half.

Tuesday, January 25, 156G - Plairfield, Vt. - Coddard College - 8 P.M,

None of us felt rested this morning despite the charm and elegance of the
psd Putnam llotel, Laurie had guitar problems, since Gunnar Schonbeck left town
without either fixing hers or supplying a temporary substitute, So she will con-
tinue to borrow a guitar in good faith at each place we perform.

This morning we went shopping in Bennington tefore our bus, We all tried to
buy new shoulder, arm, and upper back muscles; we bought wool ski hats, make-up,
and Laurie bought new water-proof boots. A man at the bus station asked me if we
were a group going skiing, and he wasn't too far from the truth, Another man
asked Leslie if David's collapsible garbage can was a portable john, She answer-
ed, "No, it has no bottom,"

We had a three and a half hour bus ride to Montpelier, Vermont, which bother-
ed us much more than cur cleven and a half hour ride to Waterville, !Maine, last
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last week., !'e were all car-sick in varying degrees from tie bumpy, winding moun-
tain roads, But the day was sparkling clear, sunny, bright blue sky, all the
trees and houses and lawn objects capped with snow and dangling diamond icicles of
strange sinister shapes, e found Coddard to be a lovely place, with friendly
relaxed people very much like a co-ed Benninston might be, Our performance there
tonight was at a high pitch, and once again we felt like dancers prcjecting out
across the lishts, Sue Snyder gave us a thorough, gruelling warm-up that was

just what we all needed; some of us took advantage of the barres aiong the walls
of the theatre and gave oursclves a ballet barre this afternoon, Today we also
had time to each think out our parts in dances, space them, and work out messy
places, We still need a2 lot of work for cleanness and precision, but tonight's
performance was more encouraging than our most recent ones have been., The stage
was big, but it had a badly splintery floor and its wing set-up was a shape that
tended to let us lose our sensc of froat or any sensec of direction while on stage,
especially after turns, but these¢ difficulties seemed to arcuse our energy, so X
that they resulted in a generally better performance than we've been giving,
Tonight was alsc the first evening performance since Colby last Friday and it is
much easier for us to perform at nirhit after traveling in the morning and early
goon, Tonight we made-up in a real dressing room, a mirrore«lined long tableithat
was a luxury to us, llarc and Sue Slovak gave a rendition of "Carmen" in duet form
to occupy us as we made up. arc Ryder, dance teacher at Coddard, was good to us
and honest - he said we were technically adept but the chorecgraphic intention

of some dances was unclear to him; he also said that seeing it once is not enough
to really give helpful criticism, lic had a striking resenblance to Bertram Rc s
which soune of us iumediately noticec, Tonight we have a whole wing of a new dorm,
called Kilpatrick, to ourselves, comnlete with night watchmen stomping through,
wonderful hard beds on top of Loards and everything clean, new, efficient,

Wednesday, January 26, 1966 - Newten, [lass, -~ Newton South High School - 7:30

We arose at 6:30 A,!i, to grecet the bitterness of a 20° below world - the ice
was thick on all the steps and walks, we carried our suitcases on top of it, and
our faces, fingers, and feet ached with sharp pain from the dry-ice air. Ruth
sprained her ankle by tripping on 2 living roon step in those early hours - after
we reached Boston she had it exarined and found it to be a very bad sprain, which
will keep her off her foot for at least a week, She arrived at the theatre in
Newton at about & P.!l. on crutches, looking very sad, to tell us the news. We had
spent all afternocn teaching Sue Snyder Ruth's part in David's quartet, just in
case, It turned cut that we did the opencr with only nine, completely cut David's
"“Ballad" and Ruth's piece, and did the quartet with Sue Snyder, who did an amazing
job from one afternoon of rchearsal.The stace in Newton Scuth High Schobdlwas a
fantastic, beautiful huce oren space, with a good floor - the best stage we have
had yet., bDut the large auditorium was only sparsely filled by a meager audience,
which disappointed us - tonight we really sparkled, perhaps because of our glorie.;
ous stage or because of arising to meet the challenge of one missing dancer., It
was ironic that we were so completely apathetic right before the concert - none of
us really felt like performing, but it turned out to be one of cur best nights,
Ruth hobbled back to tell us how good it looked, and how frustrated she felt to
have to watch it from the audicnce., She will noc be with us for a week, Today
was an incredibly beautiful snow-ice-sun blue-sky-black trees day, which we drank
in from our respective bus windows; the mountains were silver and the heavy snow
transformed everything into Henry Moore sculptures and the snow drifts became
white Saharas., Tonight we are split up in various homes around Newton and Boston,

Thursday, January 27, 1966 - Boston, Mass, - Brimmer and May School - 10:00 A.M,

This morning we again rose early for our 10 A,!. performance at a Brimmer
and May School assembly, Our stage was a very tiny space in the cold gym with 2
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ineffectual wings set up on each side, and the audicnce sat on the floor quite
close to ocur downstagc edge, but again we gave a lively, strong performance, le
did our 45 minutc program, with my dance repeated twice in a row, to end the first
part which the colder girls saw and to open the second part which the little ones
saw, They had to change classes midway, It was interesting to compare how the
two age groups reacted; it was refreshing and stimulating to feel an audience res-
pond so completely and spontaneously and warmly, I felt that they werec really
with us all the way, Our technical set-up was certainly inadequate, but the au-
dience response made our dancing worthwhile and meaningful again. Rima was there
bringing us coffee and doughnuts for breakfast, comforting us, encouraging us,
assuring us that in another week or so we'd be numb to everything - tiredness, -
cold, discomfort, irritability. After a rather hysterical scene in the dressing
room immediately following the performance, during which all eleven of us gimula
taneously decided how to spend the next 22 free hours, whether or not we needed
immediate cash from business manager Sue Slovak, where and when we nceded to meet
again, who would be responsible for costume bags and tape recorder, we left in a
flurry of suitcases and tired voices, Leslie, David, and I avoided the rush and
stayed at Brimmer and ifay to lunch with Rima and watch her class. It was delight-
ful being with children again and secinz how gently but firmly Rima handled them,
She had them do her revised trce dance for us, which I was in origi-ally. \le en-
joyed seeing ther throw themselves into what they do with such total concentration,
vigor and joy. Laurie and larc taught the master class at Newton this afternoon,
Anita and Suc Snyder made a new duet costume to replace the green chiffon with an
iron-shaped hole burned in it by over-enthusiastic Colby students, Sue Slovak ¢~ she
ed some vital checks at the bank and then learned from Ruth her part in her damcc

to take over tcemporarily. Sue is doing a fantastic job as business manager, which
is enough to drive anyone over the dcep edge, but she hands out money to yapping
meuths as ccolly and calmyly as she keeps track of it with her handy addiator,
Leslie and I took luxuricus naps this afternoon; this evening we and Laurie Rohde
and her brother, with whom we are staying, took in a good movie and a visit to Rime
and her house guest, David, and had many blocks of walking to the MTA in cuttingly
bitter cold and winds, It was good to have a free afternoon and evening - we all
really needed it at this time,

-

Friday, January 28, 196€ - Rocky iill Country Day School, East Greenwich, R,I. 8 P.M.

Leslie and I nearly missed the 9 A.M, bus to Providence this morning by over-
sleeping, and so started the day off rather frantically, arriving (with trembling
arms and hands) at the Boston terminal at 8:50 after a several blocks'! walk carry-
ing our lecaden-wecight suitcases from the MIA, Everyone else was calm, Our Rhode
Island destination, Rocky Hill School, was a strange, crazy place, near the ocean
and surrounded by twisted black trees with 2 huge birds' next in the topmost
branches and acres of white bareness, The buildings and furniture were ancient =
from the 17th century, the people other-worldly, 2 quiet unspoken tension and
strain in the air, repression and stuntedness, The meals there had a formal ele~
gance, with blue, yello, and gold fresh flowers on the table. It was a strange
day; as we passed lakes and ponds on the bus, steam rose from them weirdly. The
loose powdery smow was blown all about by a big cold ocean wind, like a sandstorm,
Through the bright suslight glaring on the snowy ground and the sharp snow bits
blown onto our faces and eyes we could not see¢ or open our eyes. It was as if we
stunbled onto another planet, Tonight we performed on a huge beautiful stage at
the East Greenwich Civic Center, and everything went well except for one crisis:Sue
Slovak performed Ruth's part in Ruth's dance tonight for the first time; I was do-
ing sound, as I always do for that dance, and as I pushed the '"play" button at the
well-known cue of Sue's turn toward Marc, nothing happened - there was Sue baiting
Marc and there was the chorus, and in the midst of it all was a hideous silence,
Luckily David was right there, and he stepped right in, frantically switching all
the switches he cculd find, and eventially hitting the right one. The boys working



1o

the lights had accidently switchéd off thé power for the tape iecorder when they
s+z:hed off the house lights, Sue was shaken but ccol, Tonight five of us took
the midnight bus to N,Y.C, - David, Anita, Susanne, Suc Slovak to teach the master
class Saturday, and me and five remained in East Greenwich, split up in two houses.
At 4 A,M, we in New York are each with our repective friends forgetting for the
moment about Tour as much as possible,

Saturday, January 29, 1966 - lierrick, L.I., - Lecture-dem and program - 8 P,M,

Today was a day full of crises and things going wrong. Up until 2 P,M. the
day was my own private non-tour world of long walks in the cold with friends,

Marc had told me to take the 2 P.M, train to lierrick which everyone from R.I.
would be on - the others in NYC were driving in later with Ro-Ro. But somehow the
plans lhanged and our communications got confused, and so I arrived in Merrick at
3 P,M, all alonec and a little bewildered, I!eanwhile another crisis had occurred
- Sue Slovak came down with a bad cold and could not teach the master class, sup-
posed to have begun at 3, and no one was available from Tour to teach at the last
minute, ‘endy Summit had it all in her lap - she had been Sue's demonstrator, I
arrived on the scene at 3:15, completely frozen cold and numb, and taught the
class of 50 eager women and girls, spoataneously, of course., Sue Slovak could not
give the lecture-dem, which, unfortunately, was scheduled to precede a full progran
that night (our audience was the most dance-educated cne we have yet had), so Les-
lie stepped in and read the note cards most eloquently. The lecture-dem made-che
progran too long, which made the alrecady cold audience quickly tire of us, The
R.I. group did not arrive until 5:30, until which time we had no idea of where
they were or when they were going to arrive. The had been stalled eating lunch,

i~ Harry and Kuthy Posin and llendy Perron and Jack and Bill were there, and our
party afterwards at the Summits was the most relaxed and pleasant, no mention made
of the altogether nightmarish events of the day and evening, at least to me. The
Summits had made the most preparations for us at Merrick so far, but we felt that
we gave one of our bipgest flops there despite their e¢fforts., e had a full house
but very cool and unresponsive, we felt, The program was tco long, the beautiful
stage so large that we didn't know how to use it without having taken time to
space our dances on it, and we were tired, low, and some of us getting sick.

(The following section of the log was written by the stage manager.) The
stage was large and had adequate facilities, The staff of the H.S. treated us as
if we were bright but somewhat immoral S-year olds {chaperones included). The
stage was surrounded by the most negative attitude I have ever encountered, The
program was the most unfortunate combination we could manage, Ve bombed. Res-
pectfully submitted, D, Xrohn,

s‘-rnday’ Janual‘)’ 30’ 1960 il SCheneCtady, N.Y. - Y.“‘.C.A. e 8 Pan

Marc taught a good master class at ¢ P.!l, for about 25 enthusiastic women and
girls. Some of us napped in luxurious sofas in our dressing room after ocur fried
chicken lunch with the Pctersens, Sue Snyder entertained several of us trying on
Mrs. Palomountain's evening gowns to temporarily replace her costume (for Kathy
Hignes' dance) which was accidentally left in New York. Sue Slovak felt very sick
and slept all afternoon. Ue had a2 half hour in between class and performance;
then gave a2 45 minute program, in the niddle of which Sue said she could not do
her solo, So I quickly pot into my costume and performed my sclo for the first
time - I was rushed beforec and after but it went fairly well, Ve danced on a gym
floor again, *.r a small but receptive audience, Tonight five of us are at the
Petersen’s country hone and five at the Palomcuntain's, Ve rest, wash our hair
and our clothes in the sulphurocus well water, try to unwind, sit in front of a
fire eating warm fresh popcorn, talk a lot to Sven and Mrs., Petersen, admire Kirs-
ten, their daughter,
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iionday, January 31, 1960 - Saratoga Springs, N,Y, - Skidmore College - 7:30 P.M.

After sleeping late for a change, cating small delicate pancakes for break-
fast, and relaxing a little, Sven and lirs, Petersen drove us to Skidmore = only
about 20 minutes away, The Palomountains had already delivered their charges there
when we arrived, i:.c performed in the Little Theatre, on a mnice stage with an old
masonite floor which, we thought was stickier than Colby's had been, 32ut we found
out as we performed this evening that it was slippier than we had thought., In mh
dance, both Kathy and I slipped and fell all the way down onto our bottoms, and
right up front too. It was quite a shock, Except for t! .., the program went very
beautifully,

The small auditorium was packed to overflowing - with people standing in the
aisles right up to the stage., They were the most responsive and warm audience we
have yet had, and we in turn responded to their quick enthusiasm, It was a plea-
sure to dance for them, In the small reception they gave us right afterwards, they
spoke to us individually about our dances, and their excitement gave us the encou=-
ragement we all badly nceded at this time, Ther ‘ve of us jumped into their in-
door pool - Leslie, Laurie, Jim, Marc, aid me - ana burned out our restlessness
and tiredness by swimming, Nancy Comstoci, bubbly and e¢'*icient, took us all out
to a late dinner and now we are svending the night in a marvelous old dorm, which
we have all to ourselves. Today I spdnt a lot of time teaching Jim ny dance, ho-
ping he will soon be able to replace Iryid, It is difficult, being on the road and
rushed all the time, and without being motivated by an actual emergency. Sue Sloe-
vak is better, but now David is sick, He tried to invigorate himself by working
cut on the rings in the gym and shooting baskets with Ro, i'e are all very tire
and weary,

Tuesday, February 1, 1966 - Hartford, Conn, - Bennington Alumnae - 8 P,lM,

Today we took 10 and a half hours to get from Saratoga Springs, N.Y. to Hart-
ford, Conn., and wasted about 8 hours. !arc has done a good job and this is the
first transportation mix-up we've had, but nevertheless it was an unnecessarily
exhausting trip., lie all overslept this morning until 5:45 A.!},, leaving us 15
minutes before the cab came. Then we had a 3-hcur wait in Bennington for a late
bus, during which we all quickly scattered and wandered as far away from each other
as we could., lic got to hHartford at 5 P,ii, very giddy and punchy, and stir-crazy,
but cur smooth organization enabled us to be all ready to go By 6:30 = we were
too tired to argue or even talk to each other. Susanne's costume for Kathy's dance
arrived by special delivery before we did, which is a relief, Today I put David's
trash can together for the first time - it is an-y32ing piece of machinery, and 1
feel great pride in asscmbling its parts into a perfect, whole trash can, That
takes another load off of David, Ve performed tonight at Oxford School for the
Hartford Bennington Alumnae - despite our exhaustion it went fairly well, The
alumnae women arc wonderful to us « five «F us are staying at Mrs. Wilson Smith's
fantastic house, full of paintings, strange aqearium fish, 2 cellos hanging on the
wall, recorders in the piano seat, exotic blcw=soming plants all over the house and
a dog named Arpeggio,

Wednesday, February 2, 1566 - Hartford, Conn. - Oxford School - 3 P,M,

Today Leslie came down with the disease that is rampant among us. le all
slept late this morning, and then returncd to Oxford School to do a 45 minute
program for the students" 3 P,li, assembly. It was wonderful to perform in the
same place twice in a row, Our young audience was very enthusiastic and spontane-
cus, Today Anita did David's trash can solo for the first time, since he is still
not well and the 45 minute program is very exhausting for him, A hideous thing
occurred with the tape, however, just to shake Anita up and destroy her weak cone
fidence: the curtain opened with Anita slumped over in the trash can, and silence;:
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Leslic was frantically motioning to David that the tape just btroke, and so the
curtain was quickly closed; 30 seconds later the curtain again opened, and this
time music emerged, but behold, it was the screeching flute of liendy Summit's solo,
and so the curtain closed for the second time on the unmoving Anita, Leslie had
forgotten to change from the full to the 45 minute tape after the opener which is
only on the full prograi tape., Of course an empty reel was nowvhere convenient, and
she had to race downstairs to the dressing room to get it, I kept s ying to my-
self, as I watched in horror from the wings, "This is the middle of the concert,
which is now in a state of blank nothingness," But everything went smoothly after
that. Tonight we remained in the same houses, which was a real pleasure - two
nights in the Jame place is about as scttled as we ever get on this tour, Mrs,
Smith and I read through some Bach Gamba and Piano Sonatas - a huge and relaxing
treat for me, lie are all becoming disgruntled and short-tempered with each other,
not only from fatigue, but also from discouragement, l!ie feel rather fat, flabby,
and apathetic from our inactive life of hours of bus riding day after day - we
need a rest from touring and from each other,

Thursday, February 3, 1966 - Amherst, Mass, - Amherst College - & P,M,

Today Anita woke up sick, le werec very well-received at Amherst College - a
warm, full audience, Jim performed my dance for the first time, and it went beau-
tifully. tle will permanently replace David in it, Ile had an exquisite dressing
room area; the stage was very wide, though shallow, and covered with a ground cloth,
and it had a fantastic cyc that merged with the high curved ceiling. All the .-
dances looked unusually good against it. le also had elaborate lighting for a
change, David threatened to leave tour in one week; Jim almost broke his toe in
Kathy's dance; Marc, Laurée, and Sue Slovak had a brief but spirited run-in., Ro-Ro,
Rick, and Boyd appecared uncxpectedly, cheering their respective girls, but somehcw
depressing the rest of us, tle had a marvelous French dinner and party at Mr, Carre'’s
house, with wine, cranberry juice, beer, bourbon, whiskey, etc. Ve are sleeping
in an elegant inn tonight.

Friday February 4, 1966 - Corning, N.Y, = Corning Community College - 1 P,li,

lie arose at the absurd hour of 3:30 A,ll, for a two and a half hour drive in
an unheated truck to the Albany Airport, Ruth met us there at 7:30 and she was a
breath of fresh air coming back into our disheveled and woebegonec group. le were
very happy to see her - a member of the real world, outside, coming into our world,
She looked rested and cheerful, though her ankle is still not healed., lle took our
first plane today, to Elmira, N.,Y., and it was Ruth's first plane ride ever, but
disappointingly uneventful, ''e periormed a full program at 1 P,ii, minus the opener,
"Ballad," and Ruth's dance so that the students could go to a class in one hour,
Our conditions were very bad - a gym floor with wings set up too wide apart, no
curtain or lights, and since it was in daylight we had to walk on and walk off in
the dances that begin and end on stage, The audience was small and quietly unres-
ponsive, Sue &nyder taught a master class at 3, accompanied by David on recorder
and metal trash can, and after that we have been entirely free, Ruth still cannot
dance, so David is planning to teach someone else his "Ballad," ‘e were overjoyed
not to do the opener today, and we all realized that something is wrong with it -
it has not been coming across to our audiences. Today we were jittery from total
exhaustion and our nerves raw with each other; it was the last of a stretch of con-
tigual one-night stands, which has just been too much., Ve ate royall tonight in
the restaurant of our inn, some of us went to movies, others relaxed and did laune
dry. Leslie and I played recorder duets, Tonight we sleep deeply and well,

Saturday, February S5, 1966 - Travel Corning, N.Y, - Detroit, Michigan

We slept late; we trouped over individually and on foot, for a blessed change,
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to the Corning Glass Center; we took another plane, at about 5 P,!l, and went to
Detroit, We flew above the clouds in a clear and beautiful sky., ie are all
camped out in the Berg's fantastic houss slcepins all over the place, on the floor,
on beds, in the cellar, in the living and dining rooms, upstairs, NO PERFORMANCE
today - what a beautiful relief, Mr. Berg declared Laurie the official Toilet
Flusher for the three of us cellar dwellers (because our toilet down here is old
and finicky and smust be handled delicately)., Everyone is tired again,

Future Tours: never go for more than six days of performances without empty
days for just travel or free,

Sunday, February 6, 1966 - Rochester, !fich, = Oakland University - 3:30 P.M,

For some reason w- ''ere all still very exhausted today, le performed at
Oakland University inRgclester, near Detroit, in 2 small, nice theatre on a white
ground cloth, We performed fairly well - but whether from constant tiredness or
laziness we seem to be sloughing off, Jur energy is down, our bodies are not in
shape, Ruth attempted to just mark through David's quartet, but in so doing hurt
her ankle again., She went to another doctor who advised her to stay off of it
entirely for several weeks and let it heal - it is a torm ligament., It is &
strain on us to have tentative program changes ready at any minute, so she will
probably leave Tour for good. Laurie will learn her part in the quartet because
it's too much for Suc Snyder to continue in it; Anita will learn Ruth's part in
"Ballad,"” After our performance Mrs, Robinson had a huge beautiful party for us;
a lot of Bennington people werc there, and people from the Detroit area., It was
the biggest social event given for us yet., Our audience was very warm and appre-
ciative - cveryone at the party, and our hostesses, coumented on our tiredness,
People seemed to like our dances, A lot of children were therc also, Tonight
Leslie, Suc Slovak, and I are at the Berg's, The others are split up smong
alumnae in the ares,

Monday, February 7, 1966 - Detroit, Mich, = Vayne University - 3:45 and 8:30 P,M,

Today Ruth left for good to go back to New Jersey for the remainder of Tour
and let her ankle heal, Laurie did the quartet tonight, and it went well; Anita
is learning "Ballad;" I am learning Sue Slovak's part in the thorus of Ruth's
dance so that Sue can continue to do Ruth's part, All these changes put a strain
on us and weaken our program - only five dances have remained untouched by cast
changes so far since we left Benningten, Learning new dances on the wvoad is -
difficult and risky. But once we get geing again, adjusted to Ruth's absence,we
will be OK,

He rave a lecture~den this aiternoon for a small but interested audience,
Wayne University's Commnity Arts Center has a huge, wonderful stage except that
there's no curtain and the floor is lincleum covered cement, which is very hard
on ocur feet and legs. Dut all the space we can move in makes up for it, Jim
entered the happening at the end of the lecture-dem for the first time and he was
a fresh spark to make it a real happening. Fantastic things happened in it -
people were piceked up and carried around, legs entangled, arms pulled and dragged.
It really worked., After much talk about ocur dying opener, we did it tonight with
a fresh effort to make it come alive and it did, It worked, and for the first
time, In the rest of the program we absolutely flamed., Dances got 2 and 3 cur-
tain (rather light) calls; there werc bravoc in both David's and Sue Slovak's
solos, Somehow we knew that these people wanted to love us, which made us push
ourselves to our limits so that they could, It was a packed audience, made up of
many dancers and dance-knowers. After David's quartet had taken 3 curtain calls,
the audience was still going strong so the rest of the company, scme not even in
costume cr make-up jcined us for about 3 more bows. It was exhilarating - we
felt that we cculd have done our entire program over for them, Afterwards they
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crowded backstage to see us and talk to us, It was by far the best performance
yet, Cyril Miles, an artist who nakes fantastic assemblages, had us at her home
afterwards, where we met sone interesting people and at from a huge bowl of good
fresh fruit with sherbet, and spoke to people about our dancing, Mrs. Berg told
us we owe it to ourselves and tc the people we dance for to dance every time as
well and energetically as we did tonight, lie feel vefreshed, encouraged, and inse
pired from these warm people,

Tuesday, February 8, 1966 = Travel Detroit, liich, to Chicago, Ill,

We took a bus this morning, arrived in Chicago about 3 P,li., gaining an hour
along the way, !ie were met by Dr, Posin and the Krohns., Leslie, Sue Slovak, and
I are staying at the Rothschilds, David, Laurie, and Anita are at the Posins so
that he can rehearse with them on Ruth's parts, Jim and Marc at a hotel, Sue
Snyder with relatives. VWe rested,

vwednesday, February 9, 1966 - Chicago, Ill, - George V/illiams College - 11 A.M,

George Williams was a wonderful place to perform in, even though we had only
a gym to dance in, 'Ye did a 45 minute program, with no curtain, no lights, and
no stage for a conveocation which the entire student body of 550 attended, e
felt that they were very much with us all the way, and they showed their enjoyment
by their loud and long applause, Ir, and Mrs, Dunsingz, who teach modern and
folk dance there, were very graciocus and warm to us, Their appreciation encour-
ages us, At the luncheon they gave us afterwards, severai students asked us about
our dances, obviocusly stirulated and moved by them, They really loved our progranm,
We had the afternoon and evening entirely, marvelously free, except that Anita
and Laurie worked with David, and Sue Slovak taught a master class. Some of us
went to the Art Institute, Leslie, Sue Slovak, Kathy, the Rothschilds and I
spent most of the evening engressed in making beautiful cards out of origami paper
with scissors and glue, Ve are relaxing a pit, €inally,

Thursday, February 10, 1366 -aCicerto, Ill, - Sterling Morton High School -~ 7:30 P,}

lie had a8 free and rainy morning, a wild ride in the Posins' car over to Ci-
cero, and a fairly mundane performance. ‘Ballad" was done for the first time
since Goddard, with Anita in Ruth's part, and Ruth's dance wis done with four
chorus members again, with me in Sue Slovak's old part. Somehow we just did not
come to life tonight., Our stage was good, the audience we later found ocut to be
800, but not too enthusiastic,

Afterwvards a huge bumpy bus took us to our respective hostesses' homes, in
Winnetka and Glencoe, on the outskirts of Chicago, During our stay in the city
it was remarkably warm and rainy, like a muggy spring, and it was the first
place we've been where there was no snow, On that crazy bus ride we were all in
relaxed high spirits with each other for the first time inr weeks,

We danced in fresh lovely clean costumes - Anita finally had them cleaned
yesterday,

Friday, February 11, 1966 - Evanston, Ill, - Evanston Township High School - 3 P,M,

e woke to a spring breeze and sunlight and sky, and performed at Evanston
High School, a2 beautiful, large, efficient place with 4500 kids bounding all
around, lie decided to change the 30-minute program that had been set up because
we felt it was weak. The students had exactly 30 minutes to see our program, SO
we had tc hustle, Iy dance was done instead of the opener, and David's solo in-
stead of lendy Summit's. The stage was covered with a loose ground cloth which
was difficult to dance on, and the wings extended so far backstage that it took
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s full half-minute to pet around them, which necessitated some quick thinking
about exits and entrances, but otherwise we danced pretty well., Afterwards
we taught 3 separate master classes at the same time - Slovak the advanced,
Marc the intermediate, and me the beginning. Out students were good, inter-
ested dancers, We had a free evening; Les and I and the Pattiscns, with
whom we are staying, went to a movie, Zorba the Greek, and loved it. We
enjoyed sitting and losing ourselves in it as we try to let people lose them-
selves in our dancing sometimes., It was beautiful and reireshing.

Saturday, February 12, 1866 - Travel Glencoe, Ill, - Racine, ¥isconsin)

Another spring day, sunny and brisk., I took an exhilarating ride on
Mrs, Pattison's bike for many blocks and got a bit lost., But we made it
to the train station; Diane Sherer was there to see Harc and Laurie off, who
stayed at her house. It was good to see her and speak to her about her tour
and its problems similar to ours. The train was a marvelous thing with 2
levels of seats; from the top level we could look down on the whcle train, In
Racine we are staying at a luxurious hotel - it is a day of being catered to,
of eating, seeing, meeting, enjoying ard no performing, Some of us swam in
the indoor pool before a good lunch; then we were taken to visit Johnson's
Wax, in a building designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, and to Wingspread, center
for the Johnson Foundation, a philanthrepic humanitarian crganization. Mr,
Speakman was so warm and friendly and cpen to us, and we didn't cven dance for
them, He had wanted us to perform there, but though there were no facilitiec
for us, he invited us to visit anvway. They gave us a beautiful dinner, with
some other interesting people, and we just talked and read their books, all
spread out on every subject and looked at their art and their building, All
of us girls were dressed in civilized shoes for a change, neat little heels,
and pretty cocktail dresses. For one brief evening we were part of the real
world again, It was relaxing and encouraging fcr some of us, although others
of our group thought it was a waste of time and worthy of their contempt. To-
night was free again,

Sunday, February 13, 1966 - Travel Racine - Stevens Pt,, ¥Wisconsin

We travelled from 9:30 A,M, until 4:30 P.m., arriwing bedraggled,
giddy and restless, but very tired, Again, no performance today. We have all .«
been very unhappy about many things on this tour, for a long time, and have
had endless discussions going into early moraing hours about it, so I think
it is time to write in the log about it, This must be understood by future
Tour members, to avoid making our mistakes again:

First, everyone must remember that Tour is of the Tour members alone-
they must live with it and in it for nine weeks., Once its goal is set and de-
fined they cannot lose sight of it, as we have done., We nevery really defined
it to begin with, but to me the sole purpose of Tour was to perform as best we
can for pecple in all kinds of situations, But there is a lot of ambiguity -

Are we social ambassadors of Eennington College?

Or are we dancers trying to put oa our best possible performance
(which means not accepting dates with inadequate facilities, accepting fewer
dates, and travelling less)?

Or are we primariiy students learning about a tour by doing it,very
often the hard way, accepting the abcve mentioned difficulties without trying
to avoid them, each perfcrming his own job in which he can make mistakes
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a Creative Arts Forum at Wisconsin State U, with Dean Cantrick and three other
musicians whc improvised in music while we improvised in dance. It was a strange
and interesting exverience, We also did our happening to their musical improvisa-
tions. Afterwards we opened the floor to questions and discussion, which ended up
by our doing an informal and disorganized version of the lecture-dem,, without Sue
Slovak's steady voice or sure note cards - in face she wasn't even present., But it
was a success and people seemed to like it., Then we performed this evening - an
enthusiastic audience; some of the students had lemon-lime drinks with us after-
wards in the Gridiron snack shop - they were friendly and admiring. Dave and Leslie
danced to juke-box music, Marc and I excaped upstairs to a piano where he sang and
I played, The stages and audiences are all merging into a big blur of sameness ~ I
can't remember anything distinctive about tonight's performance. Dean Cantrick is
a good man - he smiles and laughs softly and likes our dancing, The music teacher
is like a tall little boy, lanky and easy-going., Karen, the student on Cultural
Committee committed to handling us, is greatly understanding, relaxed, warm, truth=
ful, She told Leslie she admires the way we just do things, really deeply, with-
out talking about it or watering evervthing down, Although we know that we do
waste a lot of breath talking, once we settle down to dance, we really do it, In
the opener tonight I carried in a big red balloon and threw it out to the audience,
The opener seems to need things like that once in a while,

Tuesday, February 15, 1966 - Muncie, Ind, - Ball State University - 8 P.M,

This is being written at midnight in a little train station in Richmond, Ine-
diana., We have descended upon this neary-empty room and disrupted its dismal cozy
quietness with our loud talking and ncises of eating, We are eating picnic lunches
of fried chicken and grapes packed by cheerful and cheering Mrs, Korsgaard, only
the green grass and blue sky are repnlaced by brown benches and high off-white cei-
ling, Today was a day of crisis haundles calmly in our tiredness, endless travel-
ling on buses and planes, early morning rising, discouragement masked by singing
and joking. After a 6:30 awakening ané 2 drive to the Wausau Airport this morning,
we found that our plane to Chicago was going to be an hour late, The hour which
we were to have free in Chicago, to transfer our luggage, and other vital tasks,
was instead spent in Vausau waiting for the late plane. VWhen we arrived in Chica-
go we were speedily whisked off to our next plane which we nearly missed. We
arrived in Indiamapolis and in great chagrin discovered the absence of all our
luggage, This was our first big crisis, Iuncie was two hours away by bus and
Marc found out that our stuff probably wouldn't be on another plane until late
afternoon. So he waited alone, faithfully and bravely, and the rest of us with
misgivings went on to Muncie, We seriously considered canceling our performance,
if our costumes did not arrive in time, Later in the day Marc phoned Muncie to
assure us that he and the ccstumes were on the way in a rented car, but at 7 P.M,
we finally decided that they were lost, and we were outfitting ourselves with each
other's ill-fitting assorted lotard and tights combinations for a desperate warm-
up when in walked cur hero, dead tired but loaded with all our precious articles,
With one hour to curtain time we ended up with more time to spare than usual be-
cause we were so keyed up and all prepared to rush, At 7:45 there we were sitting
and waiting, costumed and made-up as usual, but it seemed incredible eand incongru-
ous after so many scary events. The performance went smoothly and we were well
received, Now we find ourselves in this empty station at midnight, no one knows
quite why, a properly ridiculous end to a ridiculous day - an endiess end,

(Later) We took a sleeper traim at 1:30 AM. It is bumpy.

Wednesday, February 16, 1566 - Pittsburgh, Pa, - El1lis School - 8 P.M,

We emerged from ocur cubicles on the sleeper train this morning at 8:30 AM,,
completely exhausted, No one slept well but it was quite an experience (that could
be our motto for this whole Tour)., Each cell had two bunk beds, a toilet, and a



UNCHALLENGED?

In any case, thesec questions should be kept in mind and generally agreed upon
and accepted before and all during the Tour,

Other problems and unanswered questions we have encountered:

The question of salary or some sort of stipend to enable those who need money
for tuition to go on Tour without great strain,

The problen of a tight, tiring schedule preventing us from giving ourselves
good technique classes, so that we feel ourselves regressing in strength and
technique -- we don't even feel like dancers sometimes,

Sonie suggestions:

Perhaps an extra person taken along to do technical work - a nondancer =
including, sound, though the Tour members can work sound and call cues during the
program, The probiem seems to be be £re the program - warm-up and frte time that
we use tc rest and relax, during which David and Leslie are busy.

Perhaps scheduling separate blocks of time for travel and for performance -
four days in one city - giving master classes, lecture-dems, and several perfor-
mances in various areas of the city - no more than four or five performances in a
week, Having time and space to rehearse and to take an hour and a half company
technique classes,

More awareness of a critical attitude and the importance of criticism in
keeping our dancing clean and alive, Someone specifically should take this res-
ponsibility foxr every dance,

Only those whe really want to go on Tour - who are willing to accept its res-
ponsibilities and to respect it as an honor - should go, even if it is less than=
ten people and a shorter program is required, This includes the responsibilities
to have a positive, friendly attitude to each other and to give as much as possible
to each audience,

Some cf us feel that on this Tour our general attitude toward it and toward
each other is negative - we neither give of ourselves to get along with each other -
in warmth, kindness, patience, and consideration (important qualities for a group
living so close together for so long and performing a specific job together) nor
give encugh of ourselves to our audiences, And on a Tour it must be a total effort
of every person involved

We had an embarrassing, ugly tense scene tonight with Dean Cantrick, After
arriving exhausted, we found that each of the seven girls had been put in a third
bed squeezed into an already small room containing two University students. Af-
ter dinner, we voted to spend the next two nights instead at a nearby motel; but
we went about it very indiscreetly and displayed our impatience, tiredness, and
tension to our lovely hostess, Karen, Immediately afterwards Dean Cantrick asked
us to try out a dance improvisation to his musical improvisation, for a forum to
be conducted tomorrow afternoon, This was an unexpected surprise for most of us,
who, totally unprepared, found ourselves unwilling at that time to work out some
ideas and cooperate with the well~intentioned Dean, It was disastrous timing,

The majority of the group refused to work on it at all, so we wasted an hour and
a half and an innumeralbe amount of energy loudly arguing in pointless circles
about how to go about setting up the improvisation, or whether to do it at all,
with Mr. Cantrick inserting remarks every so often to try to help us grasp onto
scmething positive, raticnal, real, objective, It was agony. We finally decided
to do it tomorrow with only those who want to, and we set up a loose framework
for it, Afterwards Marc, Leslie, Laurie and I went to a string quartet concert
that was refreshing and exhilarating.

Monday, February 14, 1966 - Stevens Point, Wis, - Wisconsin State U, - 3 and 8 P,M,

Today we were in better spirits, For Valentine's Day Leslie gave us each
chocolate hearts, Sue Slovak sticks of Tezberry gum, and Marc and Sue Snyder
shared with us their Valentine candy, This afternoon some of us participated in
a creative Arts Forum at Wisconsin State U, with Dean Cantrick and three other
musicians who improvised in music while we improvised in dance. It was a strange
and interesting experience. We alsc did our happening to their musical improvisa-
tions, Afterwards we opened the floor to questions and discussion, which ended
up by owr doing an informal and discrgn
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sink; the upper bunk was rcached by a climbing ladder, which on a moving train is
a difficult feat, Once our suitcases, costume gabs, tote bags, and tape recorder
were in with us, there was no space to settle ourselves in except on the beds, We
found Ellis School to be beautiful, wealthy, and generous to us., We used most of
the day to give the dances a good thorough rehearsing, badly needed -- our program
was becoming sloppy and dead, Some of us napped on the long benches in the theatre,
Sue Slovak taught a master class at 3 that was disastrous -- 53 ninth grade girls
required to wke it, 50 other seventh and eighth graders sitting and watching them
and laughing at them, Kathy and I demonstrated, and it was a very frustrating,
dissatisfying experience. But Sue did well under the circumstances, The stage

was an unusual shape, with only two wings on either side, which made spacing diffi-
cult. Also it was close to ground level, In the opener, to set the tone, I ran
off the stage, landing in the audience aisle and then scrambling back onto the
stage -~ but no one laughed. Another strange thing about it was that two func-
tional doors formed the back wall of the stage, separated by white panels, All

the dances were cdone in front of them, but David had Leslie and Laurie actually use
them in his quartet. Leslie has been a mysterious-figure addition to the quartet
since our Wisconsin State performance, She enters and exits in a black coat and
boots and her fur hat. The doors were an appropriately absurd asset to the dance
tonight. We had to construct an elaborate system of look-outs who could see the
stage and relay movement cues to the people working the lights, So the first 16
measures of the music for David's '"Rags" solo were played in darkness though the
audience never knew the difference, and everyone in Ruth's dance was cuahgt, when
the lights went on, scrambling into place. But it made us more alert., We are
staying in various homes of Ellis students arcund Pittsburgh tonight,

Thursday, February 17, 1966 - Lewisburg, Pa., - Bucknell University - 8 P,M,

We left Pittsburgh this morning in two rented cars, driven by Marc and Jim,
This was Marc's idea which we all agreed upon, since buses to Lewisburg are rare
and complicated, Driving was more of a strain than riding on buses would have
been, but it gave us a good feeling of independence and freedom and being in the
real world again as we proudly drove right up to the door of a building at Buck=
nell, Mrs, Elze, who met us, was friendly and relaxed, though not too efficient.
David had a lot of work to do on lights, since his worksheet sent months ago to
prepare for us had been misplaced or forgotten, His annoyanee spread a tension
among us at dinnertime, when we net nim and heard of his rought afternoon, which
later dissipated into wild gindiness and silliness in the dressing rocn. Several
of us slept all afternoon in tlie sunny white beds in Ward House, where we are all
staying. Sue Snyder taught a master class of an interesting mixture of little
girls in ballet shoes and grown women. OCur evening performance went well, but we
felt ocur tiredness in it., The stage was filthy with a dirt that could not be
mopped away =-- our costumes and feet and Anita's bare legs for the quartet emerged
a dusty gray. Leslie, Jim, David, and Anita went out on the town afterwards and
drank African coffee,

Friday, February 18, 1966 - Cheyney, Pa. - Cheyney State College - 1:30 and 7:30

Another beautiful spring day to drive in -- absolutely non-winter weather,
Yesterday too was sunny, warm, bright., Today we drove through Pennsylvania Dutch
country, past lovely old farms and meadows, and we saw an Amish man in a hczse-
driven wagon come out of a side road, But inside the car driven by Jim we were
all going not too quietly out of our minds. Somehow a second day of five people
enclosed in one car, together with our restlessness about our vacation coming up
tonight made the trip unbearable. Not enough room for all our legs and arms and
bodies nor encuf™ space in the air for our voices. But we arrived by about 11 A.M.
and were met by relaxed and lovely people, Mrs. Lane and a student named Garnette,
e performed at 1:30 in a small theatre for an audience packed with students, a
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a warm enthusiastic audience. The stage was very small and slippery, but despite

a few collisions and trips we danced the 45-minute progran well for our tired state,
Afterwards Garnette gave us the most thorough and honest criticsm we have yet had
from anyone., She commented on our heaviness and said not that it detracted from
our dancing but just that it challenged the skinner dancer stereotype; also on

our dead facial expressions -- she noticed only two of us totally involved enough
to use our faces; she remarked on the lack of mere virtuosity display in our choreo-
graphy, which she liked; she also said our choreography moved her intellectually,
but not spiritually -- a quality she called "folksy," Afterwards we bravely faced
150 eager energetic men and women for a monstrous master class -- it looked to me
more like 450, Sue Snyder gave the warm-up, Slovak taught moving across the floor,
and 21l the rest of us girle t.ned up along the front of the gym as demonstrators,
About 50 men came over to take it from a nearby college, all physical ed. majors,
which created a challenging situation we have not yet seen, It turned out to be

a lively exploding class because all those people just loved to move so much. It
was funny and beautiful to seec the endless stream of bodies bounding across the
floor like young deer, DBetween the class and our 7:30 performance we met some
crazy and fascinating students, some of them drummers who played spiritedly for
our class, e were struck by the general aliveness and joy of the whole college -~
everyone we met had this quality, But two 45 minute progrems and a huge master
class were too exhausting for one day, DMost of us conked our somewhere in our
backstage roo m between dinner and 7:30 -~ Marc on top of a big desk, me on top of
a grand piano, Leslie on the theatre floor. Our zveninng perfornance was our final
supreme effort, but only a tiny audience was there to receive it. Laurie and Sue
Slovak almost didn't get through it, the rest of us dragged ourselves to the fi-
nish lire, (Two performances had been planned because of the theatre's small
capacity, but we found the second performance and not well enough attended to make
it worthwhile,) After the final curtain the marathon race started, to get our
make-up off curselves and our costumes packed and get to the Philadelphia station
in time for our trains -- a faculty member was kind enough to drive us there and
bear with our insane and nervous babble. David, Snyder, Slovak, Kathy, and Anita
went to NYC, I went to Baltimore. Jim, Leslie, Marc, and Laurie are going on to
Richmond tomorrow and spending their free week-end there, e are free until a
Monday night performance in Greensboror, so we are splitting until Sunday night.

We absolutely need it now.

-

Saturday, February 15, 1866 - FREE DAY

I rested, relaxed, enjoyed the sunshine and got interviewed by a Television
Lady about Tour,

Sunday, February 20, 1966 - Travel tc Richmond, Virgiria

Another beautiful free day until my 5:30 bus to Richmond, Va., Met the others
here at the hotel at about 9:30. e srot of avoided each other tonight except for
our roommates.

Monday, -February 21, 1966 - Greensboro, N.C. - Bennett College - 8:30 P.M,

We felt refreshed, relaxed, cheerful and sane again today, able to face each
other and the world., We were in gcod sgirits all day, cspecially after arriving
at Bennett and meeting the students there. They were wonderfully open, friendly,
and sincere -- we had dinner all split up among them, and we heard in awed wonder
about their choir group which tours for two weeks and fulfills academic assign-
ments during that period also,

Our stage was very small but deep -- much like our Bennington stage, so that
most of the dances were good in it, Our performance was clean, spirited, and
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alive and felt good to do. Afterwards we had one of our most enjoyable recaptions;
the Bennett girls were fascinating and very real with us; we talked with them,

each with our own group of girls, loud and long until afier their curfew, and

then Leslie, Laurie, Jim, Marc, David, and I went off to another party at the

home of Olivia, the dance teacher at Bennett., lle became engrossed in a heated
discussion with Tony, her fiance, and Bob -- two charming men from a nearby college
with vital, speeding minds who were exciting to talk to and warmly appreciative

of us, We hated to leave. e are staying at a little white cottage all to our-
selves, with a back yard, a fallen tree in it, and barking dogs in the neighbor-
hood yard on the other side of the fence., The men are in a guest house nearer

the campus.

Tuesday, February 22, 1966 - Wise, Virginia - Clinch Valley Community College - 8 P,

Today was as low as yesterday was high. We simply had unfortunate arrange-
ment that could not be avoided with the dates set up as they are, We traveled
on a bumpy bus from 1i: A,M, until 4 P,M,, riding all through Tennessee and beauti-
ful wild desolate country, on winding roads that made us all car-sick, Then we
had a two hour ride to Wise, Virginia in college cars, Our drivers were lanky
country men with long rhythmic drawls who pronounced hollows as "hollas,'" their
name for the valleys, and who showed us a whole world of relaxed, slow-talking,
uncomplicated liwing, We arrived at the theatre with two hours to curtain time,
not having had one meal all day, W¥e ate in bits and snatches -- coffee and dough-
nuts eaten standing up at the bus terminal in the morning, soggy sandwiches and
candy from machines in a Boone, N.C. 10-minute rest stop later in the day. Leslie
supplied us with plentiful walnuts and raisins in the bus, But by 8 P.M, we were
in no state of mind or body to perform, We went through the silent worZless ri-
tuals of make-up and warm- up but somehow our minds could not accept the ludicrous
situation that our bodies were in, During the concert we didn't even talk much
to each other, in between dances we read comic books and stretched out on the
floor. But we had a nice stage to dance on, znd the people who saw it -- about
200 -- 1liked it and said they had never seen much dance before. At the reception
they were inquisitive and asked us questions sbout our dances, At the concert
about ten college girls were ushers, dressed in long ball gowns, long white gloves,
and elegant polite manners. Taey were quite a contrast to the empty, uncivilized
land we had driven through all day -- miles and miles of rolling hills, cows,
horses, and sheep grazing on an empty slope in the w»iddle of nowhere, ancient
wooden shacks seemingly uninhabited but on closer notice, actually lived in. They
were far apart and haunted looking, Ve also saw pigs and roosters and a turkey ~
farm. We are staying in The Inn in Wise -- a beautiful old place with antique
marvels in every room. At midnight the kind ladies there made us all fresh ham
sandwiches and ice cream cones, Mr, 3micddy, President of the College, proudly
took Leslie and me to see his ten fine Appalusa horses in the dark cold night
with the warm smell of horses and stables all around. He smiled and talked with
a drawl and wore a half cowbcy hat and guided us gently in the dark stable.

Wednesday, February 23, 1966 =--Baltimore, Md, - Jewish Community Center - 8 P.M,

We arose from our overheated sleep at 4:30 A,M. -- Kathy, Leslie, Slovak,
and I slept in a room with an overactive radiator -- to take a plane to Baltimore,
On our plane was a touring 7-foot tall basketball team from Detroit, who quickly
became our friends and invited us to a party tonight after their game, which we
couldn't attend. David especially was struck by their spontaneous friendliness,
We arrived about 12:45 with seven beautiful hours to curtain, were met by my mo-
ther and Sue White, a Bennington girl, OCnce we reached the Jewish Center, ugly
tensc scenes ercded our thin surface of compatibility -- we argued over our after-
noon plans. A TV man was there at 2, to shoot two minutes of film for a news
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feature -- he shot David's rehearsal of the quartet -- he wes very cool and effi-
cient and impressed by David's coolness and efficiency, Marc and Jim took a swim
and a steam bath and then a nap at my house., I was nervous about the performance
because it was a home audience for me, and because I was aware of everyone's
exhaustion and lack of spirit., But we did give a good, clean, lively concert,
although the audience response was discouragingly dead. No one‘laughed at all,
or clapped very much, The house was half full, despite all the publicity that
had been done. Afterwards I found‘that three quarters of the audience were my
relatives and friends -- mostly conservative Jewish people who know little or no-
tRing about dance., But they all said they loved the concert. We are learning
about different patterns of reaction to our dancing by different cities. Tonight
Leslie and I are staying at my home. I am experiencing an odd confusion as my
two worlds of Tour and home collide,

Thursday, February 24, 1966 - Baltimore, Md. - St, Timothy's School - 3 P.M,

Today the snowflakes fell thickly and thoroughly all day, upsetting my mother
and delighting us and siguising everything under its btlinding pureness, We were
still tired today, and complained good-humoredly about every aspect of Tour, sit-
ting in the dressing room talking about our tiredness and lack of desire to per-
form anything any more., Today was the day our opener cpened -- transformed it-
self into a spontaneous dance of spirit and joy, We decided to switch our opener
accessories and add some odd bits available at St, Tim's, I added my red and
black bikini undies over my orange leotard; Slovak wore Jim;s train conductor
hat, Snyder wore Leslie's hat and Anita's pink scarf tied around her waist, Kathy
wore a basketbzll pinafore from St. Tim's and carried a hockey stick, Jim wore a
fencer's one-sleeved jakcet and helmet from St, Tim's, We felt and looked so
ridiculous that we laughed and smiled on stage and dances those movements with a
preper absurdity and abandon cf spirit. Our audience was full of young kids very
enthusiastic and with us every minute, They lovel our opener and laughed at it --
finally it worked, and after that we danced well for them, Some dances really
flamed -- mine, Kathy's Slovak's David’s quartet in which we again used a door
that happened to be included in the flat that was the left rear wing., We danced
in a gym in daylight with no crosscver and no curtain, but they responded well
despite tliese disadvantages, Afterwards they talked to us with sincerity and
admiration, We had dinner at homes, and my house became a confused panic area as
all ten of us gradually converged on it and I tried toc tie all the loose ends to-
gether from two days being home, Ve tock an 8 P,M, train to Wilmington, Delaware,
and then were driven in a small schoolbus to Sanford Prep School in Hockessin., Ve
trekked across the deep snow with our bags to Mercer Cottage, the infirmary, where
we are bedded down tonight -- Leslie, Kathy, and me in one tiny room, pungent
fumes from Slovak's Vitabath seeping in under our door from the hall, We are ex-
hausted for a change.

Friday, Februarv 25, 1966 - Hockessin, Del. - Sanford Prep Schoo! 10:30 A.M,

Kathy, Slovak, Marc, and I woke up at 9:30 with a full performance coming up
in one hour -- the others had been up earlier. Our dressing room was cold, we
were sleepy and all in bad, unperforming moods. We danced in a gym again, no
crossover, curtain, or lights, The young kids in the mudience were noisy, inatten-
tive, and seemed bored at times, but afterwards told us they loved it. David
stopped dancing for about 15 seconds in his Rags solo and just stared antagonis-
tically at them trying to regain their attention. We all felt we should have
done a 45 minute program instead of a full one at that early hour and for a school
assembly,., Again we wore crazy outfits for the opener and they loved it, But
they did not respond to the ones that we usually count on tc go over, Leslie met
a wonderful lady, Scottie, at lunch, who will be the new dean in two months, and
Laurie saw some of her friends from last NRT when she taught here. We took a long
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bus ride to Trenton, J.J., and had dinner there with students from Trenton State
College, Ve are spending the night in dorms. David and Sue Snyder went to NYC
for the night, i#ie feel so tired and disgruntled that we can't even talk about it
any more, but tonight after dinner, freed from our usual tensions by the absence
of two of our members, we all let go and engrossed ourselves in a wild snowball
fight, with mounds of snow flailing around and towel turbands wrapped around our
heads -- (we were given our towels at the gym before going to the dorm) -- poor
Miss de Voe, dance teacher at Trenton State, must have thought us strange creatures
o be let loose on unsuspecting schools and colleges throughout the country, but
she seemed to understand and sympathize with us. Leslie and I asked for a roonm
together in the dorm so we could go to sleep early, and then played recorder duets
so late that other girls came in and asked us to stop. But they are friendly, in-
terested girls. =

Saturday, February 26, 1966 - Trenton, J.J, - Trenton State College - 1 P,M,

This merning I taught a master class at 1V:0C A. M., with Marc, Slovak, and
Leslie demonstrating. Sue decided to demonstrate and let me teach, since she's
taught so much. 1t was a good fast-moving class of about 59 or 60 girls, and we
all enjoyed it, Afterwards we had a2 half-hour forum in which Slcvak, Laurie, Marc,
and I cxplained our idess about our dances. The performance was at 1 P,M., again
on a gym floor with no curtain or lights, for a very small but eathusiastic audi-
ence, Today we went ahsolutely wild for our cpener costumes, We borrowed some
goodies from a backstage costume room, lNarc was z Spanish beachcomber with red
and white striped bloomers and straw hat, Jin wore a jacket with thousands of co-
lored dangles jiggling around on it and a straw hat, Leslie wore a huge co tton
beach ball cover of many colored patches on her head that ballooned out when she
ran, and Marc gave a2ll of us each a rose-colored wool pom pon that we wore in va-
rious places - a very jolly crew, but we left the stage awea ;ottered with Leclie's
headdress and several fallen pom poms after the opener. Right after the concert
we were whisked off to the Trenton terminal; we took a bus to NYC and went off on
our own as soon as we arrived. Every minute of privacy we can get is precious to
us now, Leslie and I went to Jack's concert tonight and saw Risa Jaroslow and
Tina Croll, beautriful fresh faces for us,

Sunday, February 27, 1556 - hackensack, N,J. - YMHA - 2:30 P,M,

lie had a free morning to sleep late, then a shoxt bus vide to Hackensack from
Port Authority and emerg® in sunny spring air on a hackensack sidewalk., Marc and
Leslie promptly flopped down, stretched out in the sun for a little sncoze surroun-
ded by our inass of stuff, with the rest of us looking on, until a man walked by and
earnestly informed them that there were no beds there and that they'd be cold if
they slept there, They replied that they were quite warm and comfortable, After
a while we gathered up our stutff, and, invigorated by the spring air, decided to
walk to the YMHA building -~ so we set off briskly in the wrong direction. ite
corrected ourselves after one block and then walked for an endless time, We fi-
nally arrived, very weary and hungry after about 12 blocks, with less than an hour
to curtain, Marc gave up three quarters of the way -- just stopped and sat down o
on his huge suit case and smiled weakly. Ruth and Steve and Mrs. Bauer were there
to grect us, cheer us, feed us, calm us, reassure us, Our stage was the smallest
one we have yet had -- painfully small, and wing space was even smaller., Laurie's
guitar for "Ballad," which I so carefully tuned before the opener, had slipped
out of tune Ly the time she went on stage and started to play it, so she quietly
put it down and continued the rest of "Ballad" to David's solo recorder or else in
silence, But the performance, somehow, was spirited and clean -- some dances
went unusually well,

The Sunday afternoon Community Center audience was made up largely of chil-
dren, though it also included some Benningtcn friends and New Yorkers who had seen
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our Merrick concert, and liked today's better., But at the brief reception after-

wards, we found ourselves too tired or dazed tc even carry on a conversation., We

all immediately split again for a free evening on our own. We are physically ex-

hausted and mentally tired of each other, and quickly rush cff to our own personal
privacy every minute we aren't performing together,

Monday, February 28, 1966 - Allentown, Pa. - Cedar Crest College - 8:15 P.M.

Tonight we gave our last evening performance. We arrived at our clean, quiet
motel rooms early enough to sleep for two hours and have dinner at the motel., The
performance went as well as usual, we had a nice large stage, and the audience was
a very warm enthusiastic group of Cedar Crest girls, Some of them joined us at
the motel afterward for a small party which we are really too tired for, An
English professor at Cedar Crest drove us around and took care of us, who was just
the right degree of cheerful, rela.ed, encouraging and humomous that we needed,
Tonight we made up backstage to Becthoven piano music drifting in from one of the
many music rooms down the hall, It rained today and drowned itself in graynmess,

Tuesday, March 1, 1966 - Philadelphia, Pa, - Moor College of Art - 11:00 AM,

The cabs were scheduled to arrive at the motel at 6:15 this morning, and I
awoke at 6:20, I never dressed so fast in my life, and still ended up last in
the cab, only three minutes after waking from a deep sleep. Our cab was a silent
gloomy group. It's almost too late in the Tour to have such horribly early mor-
nings. It's not even funny any more. But we discovered, after several hours of
drugged sleep on the droning bus, Moore College of Art to be a beautiful, elegant
building, filled with paintings and sculptures done by students., WYe walked in and
passed an ordinary chair with a head attachdd to the top of the chair back, hands
neatly folded on the seat, and legs hanging down beneath it, but no body., We
assumed it was a neurotic dancer vho had gone haywire with her diet. We walked
through sunny halls to have breakfast, then at 11 A.M. gave our last full perfor-
mance. We kept going at 2 high enough level by the promise of - free day coming
up. The audience was unusually warm, receptive, spontaneous -- they laughed and
clepped a lot and it made us feel good again. The students -- all girls -- are
art-oriented and relatively free-spirited. As we were taking bows for the quartet
at the end of the concert I thought I saw a familiar glint in the audience, which
turned out to be Harry, come from NYC to meet us and escort us to our various
1 1/2 day retrecats, IYe were all glad to see him., During lunch we had an unfor-
tunate meeting full of tension and misunderstancding and impatience, concerning
funds after Tour, in our free days before returning to Bennington, Ve had one mo
more panic scene of mild trauma before deciding that David and Anita were going
to the nearby Rodin Museum and the rest of us to the terminal and then taking off
on our brief vacation,

Wednesday, March 2, 1966 - FREE DAY

A beautiful completely free day and night.

Thursday, March 3, 1366 - East Brunswick, N.J. - East Brunswick H.,S, - 10 A,M, § 3 P

Today was our last day together -- The Last Day of Tour. ‘e gave two 45 min-
ute performances, one at 10 A.M. and the other at 3 P.}M. We took a very early bus
from NYC - 7:30 A.M, - and arrived in East Brunswick with not much time to spai=
for our first concert., The audience was a huge horde of young teen-agers who
spurred each other on to great heights of laughter and gneral noise. We appreciated
their response, except for Slovak, who was not too fond of their laughing reaction
to her profcr: . and ponderous solo. Again we were plagued by janitors desirous
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of working backstage while we were making costume changes., ‘''e dispensed with warm-
up today by general consent, but secemed to dance just as well, Between 11 A,M. and
3 P.M, we ate lunch, napped in nurses' office and home economics family-living
lounge, talked, waiked in the sun, and Leslie made plane arrangements to Detroit,
The enoruity of Tour's being over after our 3 P.!, performance did not really hit
us at first, since most of us had such tight travel schedules to follow, Sue Sny-
der was the first to leave, and I had a strange feeling as I said good-bye and saw
her leave as the music for Sue Slovak's solo blared through the stage door. After
the concert Kathy drove us over the bridge into NYC to a subway station, and I en-
ded Tour just as breathlessly as I had begum it, as I ran madly from the 34th Street
subwaoy stop to Penn Station with one minute until my train to Baltimore left.

i can't say any of us were sad to leave Tour today, for good, though we might
think wistfully of it in a year., We accomplished a lot and got through in pretty
good shzpe, but I just wish we could have been kinder and friendlier to each other
in the prucess. '
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capacity, but we found the second performance superfluous and not wel%/etteégﬁgmto

make it worthwhile), After the final curtain the marathon race startedjto ge%kéake-

up off ourselves and our costumes packed and get to the Philadelphia station in time,.

for our trains - a faculty member was kind enough to drive us there and bear with our
insane and nervous babble, David,Snyder, Slovak, Kathy and Anita went to NYC, I went to 3al
more, Jim, Leslie, Marc and Laurie are going on to Richmond tomorrow and spending

their free weekend there, We are free until a Monday night performance in Greensboro,

so we are splitting until Sunday night. We absolutely need it now,

Saturday, Feb. 19 (Free day)

I rested, relaxed, enjoyed the sunshine and got interviewed by a Television

lady about Tour,

Sunday, Feb, 20 (Travel to Richmond, Virginia)

Another beautiful free day until my 5:30 bu%’ to Richmond, Va, Met the others
here at the hotel at about 9:30. We sort of avoided each other tonight except for
our roommates. |

-

Monday, Feb, 21 (Greensboro, N.C.; Bennett College 8:30 p.m. )

We relt refreshed, relaxed, cheerful and sane again today, able to face each

other and the world. Wg were in good spirits all day, especially after arriving
at Bennett and meeting the students there., They were wonderfully open, friendly
and sincere == we had dinner all split up among them, and we heard in awed wonder
about their choir group which tours for two weeks and fulfills academic assigne-
ments during that period also.

Out stage was very small but deep --much like our Bennington stage, so that
most of the dances were good on it., Our performance was clean, spirited and
alive and felt good to do. Afterwards we had one of our most enjoyable receptions:

2
the Bennett girls were fascinating and fascinated and very real with us; we talked
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with them, each with our own group of girls, loud and long until after their curfew,
AAL/ LR hEAL/ S1L 1L/ AAGEREL/ BAL LY/ 4R/ LV /Y EHE/ S7 /XA LA [V 4/ LARLE/ LE AR L/
BéfAgEE{ and then wegfLeslie, Laurie, Jim, Marc, David and I§ went off to another
party at the home of Yiff/ Olivia, the dance teacher at Bennett. Ve became en-
grossed in a heated discussion with Tony, her fiance, and Bob = two charming men

from a nearby college with vital, speeding minds who were exciting to talk to and
wermly appreciative of us, We hated to leave, We are staying at a little white cottzage
all to ourselves, with a back yard, a fallen tree in it, and barking dogs in the
neighborhood yard on the other side of the fence., The men are in a guest house

nearer the campus,

Tuesday, Feb. 22 (H}§§1_Y;;gigéa3_811nc? Valley Community College,8 p.m,)

ToJay wés as low as yesterday was high., We simply had unfortunate arrange-
ments that could not be avoided with the dates set up as they are, We traveled
on a bumpy bus from 10 A.,M, until 4 P,M., riding all through Tennessee and beauti-
ful wild desolate country, on winding-roads that made us all car-sick, Then we had
a two hour ride to Wise, Virginia in college cars, tOur drivers were lanky country

, N

men with long rhythmic Jpawls who pronounced hollows as “hollas“,_their name for the
valleys, and who showed us a ubole world of relaxed, slow—talkingJuncomplicated livingf;
we arrived at the theatre withTEUhours to curtain time, not having had one meal all day.
We ate in bits and snatches - coffee and donghnpts eaten standing up at the bus terminal
in the morning, soggy sandwiches and candy from machines in a Boone, N.C. 1lO-minute
rest stop later in the day, Leslie supplied us with plentiful walnuts and raisins in
the bus, 'But by 8 B.QL we were in no state of mind or body to perform. We went through
the silent wordless rituals of make~up and warmeup but somehow our minds could not accept
the ludicrous situation that our bodies were in, During the concert we didn't even

talk much to ea&h other, in between danc:-s we read comic books and stretched ocut on

the floor. But we had a nice stage to dance on, and the people who saw it -about
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282Y// 200 — liked it and said they had never seen much dance before, At the
reception they were inquisitive and asked us questions about our dances, At the concer?
about 10 college girls were ushers, dressed in long ball gowns, long white gloves,
and elegant polite manners, They were quite a contrast to the empty, unwivilized
land we had driven through all day --miles and miles of rolling hills, cows horses
and sheep grazing on an empty Y/ slope in the middle of nowhere, ancient wooden shacks
seemingly uninhabited but on closer notice gctually lived in, They were far apart
and haunted looking, We also saw pigs and roosters and a turkey farm, We are stay-
ing at The Inn in Wise = a beautiful old place with antique marvels in every room,
At midnight the kind ladies there made us all fresh ham sandwiches and ice cream
cones, Nr, Smiddy, President of the College, prouuly took Leslie and me to see his
ten fine Appalusa horsss in the dark cold night with the warm ggY smell of horses
and stables all around, He smiled and talked with a drawl and wore a half cowboy

hat and guided us gently in the dark stable,

Wednesday, Feb, 23 (Baltimore, Md. Jewish Community Center 8 P.M.) _

We arose from our overheated sleep at 4:30 A.M, - Kathy, Leslie, Slovak
and I slept in a room with an overactife ¥¢{ radiator--to take a plane to Baltimore.
On our plane was a touringféj%gf-tall basketball team from Dettroit, who quickly be-
came our friends and invited us to a party tonight after their game, whiich we couldn't
attend, David especially was struck by their spontaneous fréiﬁaliness. W= =arrived
about 12:45 with 7 beautiful hours te curtain, were met ﬂi. by my mother and Sue Write
a Bennington girl, Once we reached the Jewish Center, ugly tense scenes eroded our
thin surface of compatibility - we argued cver our afternoon plans, A& TV man was thers
at 2, to shootisrminutes of film for a news feature --he shot David's rehearsal of the
quartet-<he was very cool and efficient and impressed by David's coolness and effie
ciency, Marc and Jim took a swim and a steam bath and then a nap at my house, I wss
nervous about the performance because it was a home audience for me, and because I was

aware of everyone's exhaustion and lack of spirit, But we did give a good, clean,
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lively concert, although the audience response was discouragingly dead. No one

-
laughed at all, or clapped very much. The house was half full, despite all the publicity
Hwee Flsds
that has been -done, Afterwards I found that & of the audience were my relatives and

friends--mostly conservative Jewish people who know little or nothing about dance,

A2 Ly ey TS
But they all said they loved the concert, Vs are leaming about different patterns
e oWl (Lmlersg
of reaction,by diffefént cities, &owoxdaerzimp, Tonight Leslie and I are staying at

my home. I am experiencing an odd confusion as my two worlds of Tour and home collide,

Thursday, Feb, 24 (Baltimore, MD. St. Timothy's School 3 P.M.)

Today tne snowflakes fell thickly and thoroughly all dayy #£4 upsetting my
rmother and delighting us and disguising everything under its blinding pureness, We
were still tired today and complained good-humoredly about every aspect of Tour,
sitting in the dressing room talking about our tiredness and lack of desire tc perform
anything any more, Today was the day our opener opened --transformed itself into a
spontaneous dance of spirit and joy. We decided to switch our opener accessories
and add some odd bits available at St, Tim's, I added my red and black bikini undies
over my orange # leotard; Slovak wore Jim's train conductor hat, Snyder wore Leslie's

B

hat arnd Anita's pink scarf tied around her waist, Kathy wore a basketball - from

St. Tim's and carried a hockey stick, Jim wore a fencer's one-sleeved jacket and hei—, =
(G Cm,
met from St. Tim's, We felt and looked so ridiculous that we laughed and smiled on '

gy
stage and danced those movements with a proper absurdity and abandon of spirit., Our /L‘
audience was full of young kids very enthusiastic and with us every minute. They
loved our opener and laughed at it - finally it worked, and after that we danced well
for them., Some dances really flamed - mine, Kathy's, Slovak's, David's quartet in
which we again used a door that happened to be included}{in the flat that was the left
rear wing, We danced in a gym in daylight with no crossover and no curtain, but they
responded well despite these disadvantages. Afterwards they talked to us with sin-

cerity and admiration, We had dinner at homes, and my house became a confused panic

area as all ten of us gradually converged on it and I tried to tie all the loose ends

%@L
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together fromfsbdays being home, We took an 8 P.M. train to Wilmington, Delaware
and then were driven in a small schoolbus to Sanford Prep School in Hockessin. We
«ﬁtrek}ced across the deep snow with our bags to Mercer Cottage, the infirmary,
where we are bedded down tonight -- Leslie, Kathy and me in one tiny room, pup-
gent fumes from Slovak's Vitabath seeping in under our door from the hall. We

are exhausted for a change,

{gigay,,zeb._Ziijﬁgggggﬁiglugg;ayq;e Sanford Prep School, 10:30 AM,)

Kathy, Slovak, Marc and I woke up at 9:30 with a full performance coming
up in one hour = the others had been up earlier, Our dressing room was cold, we
were sleepy and all in bad, unperforming moods, We danced in a gym again, no
crossover, curtain or lights, The young kids in the audience were noisy, in=-
attentive and seemed bored at times, but afterwards told us they loved it,
David stopped dancing for about 15 seconds in his Rags solo and just stared
antagoristically at them trying to regain their attention. Ve all felt we
should have done a 45 minute program instead of a full one at that early hour
and for a school assembly., Again we wore crazy outfits for the opener and they
loved it. But they did not respond to the ones that we usually count on to go
over, Leslie met a wonderful lady, Scottie, at lunch, who will be the new dean
in two months, and Laurie saw some of her friends from last NRT when she taught
fhere, Ve took a long bus ride to Trenton, N.J. and had dinner there with students
from Trenton State College., We are spending the night in dorms, David and Sue
Snyder wen' to NYC for the night., We feel so tired and disgruntled that we ddﬁl%

reed from our usual Fensions by the absence of M of our membe:

even talk about it any more, but tonight after dinnef#Qﬁaall let go and engrossed
curselves in a wild snowball fight, with mounds of snow.flailing around and towel
turbans wrapped around our heads-(we were given our towels at the gym before going
to the dorm) - poor Miss de Voe, dance teacher at Trenton State, must have thought
us strange creatures to be let loose on ﬁﬁ_ unsuspecting schools and collgges througi-

out the country, but she seemed to understand and sympathize with us, Leslie and I
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asked for a room together in the dorm so we could go tec sleep early, and then played
recorder duets so late that other girls came in and asked us to stop. But they are

friendly, interested girls,

Saturday, Feb. 26 _(Trenton, N.{:i“_zfenton State College ‘& ?.M.)
This morning I taught a master class at 10:00 A.M., with Mare, Slovak and Leslie
demonstrating, Sue decided to demonstrate and letmzﬂﬂ teach, since she's taught so
much, JZ It was a good fast-moving class of about 50 or 60 girls, and we all enjoyed
it. Afterwards we had a half-hour forum in which Slovak, Laurie, Marc and I explain-
ed our idéggz?;éfggigé;ﬁ;ﬁéé~was at 1 P.M,, again on a gym floor with no curtain or
lights, for a very small but enthusiastic audience, Today we went absolutely wild
for cur opener costumes, We borrowed some goodies from a backstage costume room,
Marc was a Spanish beachcomber with red and white striped bloomersland straw hat,
jiggling around
Jim wore a jacket with thousands of colored LYY danglejqcn it and a straw hat,
Leslie wore a huge coiton beach ball cover of many-colored patches on her head that
ballocned out when she ran, and Marc gave all of us each a rose-colored wool pom pom
that we wore in various places = a very jolly crew, but we left the stage area littered
with Leslie's headdress and several fallen pom poms after the opener, Right after the
concert we were whisked off To the Trenten terminal; we took a bus to NYC and went off
on our own as scon as we arrived, Every minute of privacy we cég get is precious to

us now, Leslie and I went to Jack's concert tonight and saw Risa Jaroslow and Tina

Croll, beautiful fresh faces for us,

Sunday, Feb, 27 (Hackgnsack, N.J. YMHA - gigo_P.g,l_

We had a free morning to sleep late gk, then a short bus ride to Hackensack
from EpE Pdrt Authority and emerged in sunny spring #¥ air on a Hackensack sidewalk,
Marc and Leslie promptly flopped down, stretched out in the sun for a little snooze
surrounded by our mass of stuff, with the rest of us looking #f¥ on, until a man
walked by and earnestly informed them that there were no beds there and that they'd

be cold if they slept there. They replied that they were quite warm and comfortable,
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After a while we gatheréd up our stuff, and, invigorated by the spring air, de-
cided to walk to the YMHA building = so we set off briskly in the wrong 4 directicn.
We corrected ourselves after one block and then walked for an endless time, We finally
arrived, very weary =nd hungry after about 12 blocks, with less than an hour to

" B
curtain, Marc gave uﬁ"éiz*éf'%hé way =--just stopped and sat down on his huge suit
case and smiled weakly. Ruth and Steve and Mrs, Bauer were there to greet us, cheer
us, feed us, calm us, reassure us, Our stsge was the smallest one we have yet had -
painfully small, and wing space was even smaller, Laurke's guitar for "Ballad",
which I so carefully tuned before the opener, had slicped out of tune by the time
she went on stage and started to play it, so she quietly put it down and continued
the rest of "Ballag" gﬁ David's solo recorder or silence. But the performance, somehow,
was spirited and clean = some dances went unusually well,

The Sunday afternoon Community tenter audience was made up largely of children,
though it also included some Bennington friends and Hew Yorkers who had seen our
Merrick concert, and liked today's better, But at the brief reception afterwards,
we found ourselves too tired or dazed to even carry on a conversation, We all im-
mediately split again for a free evening on our own. We are physically exhausted
and mentelly tired of each other, and quickly rush off to our own personal privacy

b

every minute we aren't performing together,

A\

‘ll -\ul_&"- .
Monday, Feb. 28 (Allentoen, ?hhn;; Cedar Crest College, 8:15 P,M,)

SEY R

Tonight we gave our last evening performance, We arrived at our clean, quiet
motel rooms early enough to sleep for 2 hours and have dinner at the motel. The per-
formance went as well as usual, we had a nice lars= stage, and the audience was a very

warm enthusiastic group of Cedar Crest girls. Some of them joined us at the motel

and took care of us, who was just the right degree of cheerful , relaxed, encouraging

An English professor at Cedar Crest drove us around

a.d humorous that we rn-eded, Tonight
- . Ent we mg
de up backstag to Beethoven pizng
e
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drifting in from one of the many music rooms down the hall,€ It rained today and

drowned itself in grayness?.

. E
Tuesday, March 1,; (Philadephia, Penng:.Moore College of Art, 11:00 A.M.)

The cabs were scheduled to arrive at the motel at 6:15 this morning, and I

awoke at 6:20., I never dressed so fast in my life, and Egii}ended up last in the

cab only 3 minutes after waking from a deep sleep. Our cab was a silent gloomy
gro:p. It's almost too late in the Tour to have such horribly early mornings,

It's not even funny any more. But we discovered, efter several hours of drugged
sleep on the droning bus, Moore College of Art to be a beautiful elegant bullding,
filled with paintings and sculptures done by students, We walked in and passed an
ordinary chair with a head attached to the top of the chair back, hands neatly folced
on the seat, and legs hanging douwn beﬁeath it, but no body, We assumed it was a
neurotic dancer who had gone haywire with her diet. We walked through sunny halls
to have breakfast, then at 11 A.M, gave our last full performance, We kept going

at a high enough level by the promise of a free day coming up,« The audience was un-
usually warm, receptive, spontaneous - they laughéd and clapped a lot and it made us
feel good again, The students =all girlse are art-oriented and relatively free-spirited.
As we AP¢ were taking bows for the quartet at the end of the concert I thought I saw
a familiar glint in the #UAYEAd/ audience, which turned cut to be Harry come from
NYC to meet us and escort us to our varicus 1} day retreats, We were all glad to see
him, During lunch we had an unfortunate meeting full of tmension and misunderstanding
and impatience, concerning funds after Tour, in our free days before returning to
Bennington, We had one more panic scene of mild trauma before FEXYffiA¢/{d/ deciding
that David and Anita were going to the nearby Rodin Euseum and the rest of us to the

v
terminal and then taking off on:brief vacation,

Wednesday, Mar. 2; ( Free day)

.
A beautiffl completely free day and night,



Bennington College Dance Group
Press Release

At Benningticn Ccllege dance 1g viewed as an art unique
among other arts, and as an inceeasingly signiglcant
member of the theatre arts of cur times. The creative
agpect of modern dance is stressed, and the basis for
gtudy 18 the contemporary Aumerican style.

The Bennington College Dance CGroup will offer for its
ninth biennial tour in 1662 a prograum oi dances compoged,
directed and costumed by members of the group under the
supervision of the College Dence Faosulty. The programn
is couxvposed of works sslected from cpen worksheps and
presented arser an intensive rehearsal period. These
tours, started in 1945 as a lon-Resident Teru project,
are organized as an educationsal experience. The corpany
nopes to know their chosen rield wore thoroughly by per-
foruing f'or new audlences and by exchange with students
at otner colleges. The Dance Group repertory ircludes

¢ variety ol dances chosen ror a nuuber ol dirferent
rerforzances, ranging irou elementary and nigh school
asseunblies to full evenlng concerts.

During the fall term hefore the tour the program is
prasented at the Collese and at the ¢2nd St. Yi/=YWHA

in New York, where the Dance Group has given perflormnances
for the rast nineteen years, the only college group 80
honored. Following one of these periormances, Louls
Horst, oi the Dance Observer (ital.) wrote:

"Jhe annual Mew York concert of the Bennington
College Dance Group is always looked forward
to with great expedﬁtlon. It is like a pre-
view o what lies 1in the next generation of
dancers."

Before the tour begins the Dance Group spends the first
two weeks of the Non-Resident Terr on the Bennirgton
campus rehearsing, costuming, and since they are alcne
on cempue, deirng their cwn cocking. In previous tours
the Group hag performed in the New York-New England area
(reaching south intc Zeorgia, anéd as far west as Detroit)
with up to thirty concerts, numerous master classes &and
demonstrations constituting a single tour. This year the
Group will tour the Northern United States for six weeks,
travelling as far south as Maryland and including a week
of performances in Chicago.
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The Eennington College Dance Group-Blographles

Judy Beatle is from Hastings-on-Hudson, New York. She is

& senior and & dance major at Bemnington, Before coming

to Eennington Judy studied and performed with Steffl Nossen
in Westchester, New York. She has also performed with the
Behwboat summer stock theater in Rehobeth, Delaware for

two sumzers., In her senior year in high school Judy won the
Westchester Dance Council Scholaership and the Steffi Nossen
Scholaership which she used to come to Bennington. Judy 1ie
businsss manager for this tour.

DConato Capozzoll 1s from Fersey City, New Jersey, and is a
dance fellowship student at Bennington in his senior year.
He began dancing while attending Jersey Clity State College.
Last summer Donato studéed at the Connectlicul College School
of Dance, and performed there in the Ameiican Dance Festival
with the Jose Limon Company. He has alco danced for three
summers in historical pageants including "Horn in the West"
in Boone, North Carolina; "Chucky Jack in Gatlinburg,
Tennessee; and "Stephen Foster Story" in Bardstown,
Kentucky. Donato 1s worklng as stage manager on the dance
tourl

Nency Comstock, from East Norwalk, Connectlcut, is a Jjunior
end a dance major at Bennington. Nancy has studied ballet

at the Sllvermine Guilld of Arts and at the Ballet Russe de
HMonte Carlo. In New York City, she has studied modern dance
at the Martha Graham School and the New Dance Group. At

the Connecticut College Sohool of Dance, where Nancy studied
during the summer of 1961, she also performed at the American
Dance Festival in a revival of Doris Humphrey's Brandenbufg
Concerto No. 4. For the 1962 dance tour Nancy is in charsce
of the wardrobe.

Adrienne Faffe, tour chalrman for the dance group, 1ls fron
Hartedale, New York. She 18 a2 Junior and a French Literature
major at Bennington., She has studled at the Marthe Graham
Bohool and the Robert Joffrey School of Ballet in New York.
For two summers Adrienne hae aseisted Jane Dudley with dance
classes in New York, and has also performed under her
direction in the Professionsl Group of the New Dance Group.

She has also performed with Elilzabeth Rookwell &6 2 pepfiortinne

at County Center in Westchester, New York.



Barbara Kirschner, who 1s in charge of rehearsals for the
1962 dance tour, is from Brooklyn, New York. &he is &
Junior at Bennington and her major flelds of study are
dence and literature. Barbara began dandjipg dance at the
ege of four at the American School of Ballet, and she has
continued her studies at the New Dance Group and the Martha
Graham School. For three years she was a member of the
Young Profesesional CGroup sponscred by the New Dance Group
end has danced with Charles Weldman in a series of perfor-
mances at the Carnegie Hall Studio.

Patricla Malkin, originally from Brooklyn, New York, now
lives in Westfleld, New Jersey. ©&he 1s & senior and a
dance major at Bennington., Patricia has studied ballet
at Ballet Arts in New York and modern dance at the Martha
Graham Bchool and the Connecticut College School of Dance.
During the Non-Resldent Term of her junior year Patricia
taught and performed at the Chatham Hall School for Girls
in Chetham, Virginia., Co=-chairman of the tour, Pairicia
s aleo soci3dz lieson for the dance group.

Roealind Plerson, a jJjunior and a dance wajor at Tennington,
1s originally fora Salt Lake City, Utah, and now lives in
Douglaston, New Yorlk. Whlle in Salt Lake Clty, Rosalind was
a member of Virginia Tanner's Caildren's Dance Theater, and
toured with them in 1953, performing at Jacob's Pillow

and Connecticut College. At the Ferry-Mansfield School of
the Theater where she studled for three summers, Rosalingd
performed in three Helen Tamiris balleta and in various
drama productions. Rosalind also studied at the Connecticut
College School of Dance this laat sumuer, where she performed
in a revival of Doris Humphrey's Brandenburyg Concerto No. 4,
at the Americah Dance Festival., During the Non-Resident
Term of hor sophomore year Rosalind taught dance at the
Foxecroft Soheool Sor Girls in Middleburg, Virginia. For

two years she has taped and edited all the maeic for dance
preductdne at Bennington, and is the musical director for
the dance tour. Rosalind 1s the only member of the dance
%;ggp to have toured with the Bennington Dance Group of

Loulse Relohlin is & jJunior dance major at Bennington fpon
Bordentown, New Jersey. ©She has studied at the Martha Graham
Sshool and the Connectlcut College School of Dance. Louise
has performed in ballet and opera with the Philadelphia
Ballet Guild and at the Jdmerican Dance Festivel this last
summer witn David Wood and Jose Linon. Loulse, vho is
interested in muelc, 1s elso studying literature and psy-
chology at Bennington. She 1s assisting with the werdrobe

on the dance tour.



Miriame Speotor 1s a Junior dance major at Bennington from
New York City. She has studied dance at the 92nd St. YMHA,
and the Jose Limon Studio in New York. Miriamne spent two
sunners at the Perry-Mansfield School of the Theatser and
performed thers with Helen Tamiris and Harriette Ann Gray.
During the Non=-Resident Term of her sophomore year Miriamme
taught dance at the Chatham Eall School in Chatham, Virzinia;
she nas taught dance 1n summer camps for two years and is
now teeching children's classes ot the Nordis Bennington
Elementary School. She is co-director of rehearsals for
the dGance teour,

Jemes Tyler, the publiocity chairmsn and assistant stage
manager for the dance tour, is from CGroton, New York. He
is & dance fellowship student at Benriington in his jJjunior
yeor. James began studying dance while at the Oberliin
Conservatory of Music as a vecice majer. He-has-performed
adéh Charliss-VWeldman-Fanmesle has studied for twe summers
at the C¥ornecticut Ccllege Schoelg of Dance and alsc at
the Martha Graham Schecl in New York. Jaames performed in
an Arts Festlivel in Detroit with Charles Weidman and again
with Mr. Weidman in the American Dance Festival of 1960,
In the Arerican Dance Festival cof 1661 he performed with
the Jose Limon Company and with David Wocd. James is also
studying voice and literature at Bennington.

Alfred Huang 18 a graduate Jance fellowship student at
Bennington. Originelly from China, Al atterded UCLA vwhere

he received nis Bachelor of Arts degree in architecture.

He has studied dance for three summers at the Perry-Mansfleld
School of the Theater where he also taught and performed with
Helen Tamiris. Al has been & member of the Lotte Cokler
Dance Company, and performed with them at Jacob's Pillow.

He has danced in a revue with Bammy Davie, Jr., and also
danced in the movie of "Flowergd Drum Song." Though he is
not touring tith the Bennington College Dance Group, Al's
dance, "Fathoms", is.the featured wofk on the program.




‘enningtoh College Dance Group
et Freaad, replacement for Hiriampe Spector

o J

Harri

On the Bennington College Dance Tnur. Earriet
Fraad is replscing Mirianne Spector who 1is
unable to be witn the Dance C“ouw- There will
be the following cast changes on the programs,.
In Quintet, liise Fraad is Te;lauin: the part
originally danced by the chorengrapher, Miss
Spectnr, Harriet also replaces liiriamne in
rathoms by Alfred Huang, and Tavestry by

Patricla Malkin, The casting for barenque Ledding

by Rosalind Pierson shnuld read as fonllows,
with Harriet again replacing lMiriamne:
Brid R osalind Pierson

ALt ndants Nancy (ometock

Louise Reichlin
Judith Beatie, Harriet Fraad
sdrienne Jaffe, Patricia Malkin

Biography

Harriet rraad; a Jjuninr dance major at Eennington,

ls from New York City., She has studied dance at
Juilliard and the lartha Graham Schrol in New York,
and at Connecticut C olleze School of Dance, Hurrlet
has pcrformed at the University of Colorado, Cnnnecticut
College and in Madison Square CGarden with the Pearl
Lang Dance Cnmvany. She hag alsn verinrmed with Helen
Tamiris at the Perry-llansfield Schonl nf the Theatre
and Connecticut College Schnnl of Dance. During the
Non-Resident Term of her freshman year at 3Sennington,
darriet taught dance at the Christodora Settlement
House in New ¥Ynrk City.



Bennington College Dance Group
Progeam Notes

Sumuer Daydrean Caoreograpny: Judith Beatie

Tnis 1s a dance about three pensive young girls who are
abeorbed in fancles and dreaus.

The 2romenads Choreogrepny: Juditn Beatle

Threes youthful puritens encounter a member of the male sex.
All rfour rapidly become involved in the mating gane.

+esNella Miseria Choreography: Donato Capozzoli

Baged on the Vth Canto of Dante's Inferno, the dance concerns
twn adulterous lovers who are doomed to float eternally
torough Hell. The zusic uses parts of two pileces of Muslque
Concrete by Plerre Henry.

Odalisques chorevgraphy: Barbara Kirschner

The idea for the dance ceme from the three Tigures oi Indian
religion, "Hear No Evil, See Ko Evil, Speak No Evil."
Impliclt in their merely formal gestures of negavion, they
suggest the fear and trembling with which human belngs
confront thelr .nnermost experiences.

Chrycelid Chorsograpny: Barbera Kirschner

The 1dea for tihe dance was derived from Franz Xarfka's
story HMetamorphlisis. Thls solo 1s conecerned with tae
unfolding of the individusl into an 1insectlike and irhumen
creature.

Tapestry Cnoreography: “Patricia Malkin

The 1idea of dhie dance lies derived from the story of the
betrayal of Lady JaneGBrey. The title implies the formality
of both wmovement and muslic.

Baroque Wedding Choreography: [osalind Pierson

The style of thie dance is derived frow the pailntings and

figurines of the Baroque Perlod. The fears and anxietics

cf a bride are suggeated wi‘“hin the framework of a festive
marriage preparation.

Enchanted Round Choreography: Louise Reichlin

In thls lyric trio, the recurring circle symbolizes the
bond between three {igures. Each figure breaks from the
circle but always returns.




1966 BERNINGTON COLLEGE DANCE TOUR GROUP

PROGRAM BIOQGRAPHIES

DAVID XKROHN: Although David did not begin dancing until several years ago,
he has alweys been interested in theatre., He tock part in summer theatre
productions in his hometown, Joliet, Illinois, and was active in the Drama
Department at the State University of Iowa, which he ettended as a Merit
Scholar and honor student in mathematics., He directed and performed in his
own pantomime group at Iowa. He also participated in gymestics there.

His theatrical snd athletic background has been especially vslusble,

David feels, as preparation for dance, In addition to extensive dence
training et Bennington, David has studied bellet in Chicego, at the Stone
Camryn School, and in New York City with Nina Fonaroff, He has danced with
the companies of Jack Moore and Jose Limon in New York, and appeared with
Mr, Limon's group on its recent tour of the United States and at the
American Festival of Dance in New London, Connecticut, After graduation
from Bennington this year, David plans to form a small ;e;:ertory dance
group., He also is interested in working with the use of dence movement in

drama, David is stage menager for the tour,

LAURIE FREEDMAN is o resident of Ardsley, New York. She is a Junior at
Bennington, and her studies indicate interests in literesture and psychology

as well es dance, Laurie is particulerly interessted in the possibility of
adapting her knowledge in these fields for use in performing and choreography.
Before coming to Bennington, she tock instruction in modsrn dance in New

York City from Jane Dudley, at the Martha Graham Studioc, and at the New
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Dance Group Studic. She has also taken part in the ccncentrated summes
program in dance at Connecticut College, Wew Loudon, Connecticut, In the
summer of 1964, she appeared there in Jose Limon's original version of
"Choreographic Offering". Leurie has had wide experience in teaching dance.
She has worked as teaching assistant and demonstrator for both Jane Dudley
and Muriel Mannings, has headed modern dence programs at summers camps in
the New England area, and last winter initiated & dance program at Sanford
Preperatory School in Delaware. Laurie is co-director of tour and assisteant

stage msnager, She also is in charge of public relations.

KATHLEEN HAYNES was born in New York City. ©She speaks both French and Spenish
end has traveled throughout Central Americe and Europe. She ettended high
school in Bogota,KColombia, while living with & Colombian femily., During
Bennington's non-resident term in 1964, she worked in Geneve, Switzerland,
as secretary for Adrian Conan Doyle, son of Sir Arthur, Kathy has studied
dance in New York City at the Neighborhood Playhouse School of the Theatre
with Grace Liccione, Madam Marie Nevelska, and Tashamira, In Bogota, she
worked with Colombia's leading ballerina, Ana Consuelo &; Gomez, and in
Geneva she studied ballet with Fabri Bossier and Wilhelm Flay. She spent
a surmer at Connecticut College School of Dance. She has taught music end
dance at an international in Lac d' Annecy, Frence, and at Camp Killoolett
in Hancock, Vermont., Kathy hopes to continue to combine dence and travel
and plans to make Greece her next destination. She is publicity director

for the tour.

SUSANNE SNYDER begen dancing during her high school years, She started her
training in Boston, Mass., where she was born, under Tetiane Gardner and

at the Boston School of Ballet with Virginia Williams, In 1962 she went to
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Bennett Junior Collsgs in Millbrook, New York, vhere she reesived en

AcAsS. degree with a mejor in dence., She transferred to Banniugton to
continue her work in dance and to work towards a B.A. degree. Susanne

is now & Serior, and after graduation, she hopes to dance professionally in
New York, She elso plans to teach dance., Susanne is co-regisseuse for the

tour and teacher of master classes.

SUSAN SIOVAK is a Senior at Bennington and is on tour with the dance group
for the second time--she traveled with the compeny in 1964, Her involvement
in dance began at the age of four when she started ballet with Michael
Fokine, Later she explored modern as well as ballet, studying at the

Marthe Grehem Studic and with the New Dance Group in New York City. ©She
continued her ballet tralning with Nina Fonaroff, also in New York. For two
summers she has sttended classes and performed at the Connecticut School

of Dance in New London., Sue is minoring in psychology at Bennington and

is considering teking an M.A. degree in that field with the idea of
cc-ordinating her interésts in dance and psychology in dence therapy. Sue

is business manager for the tour, end lecturer and teacher of master classes,

LINDA WILDER comes from Baltimore, Marylend, She loves to make music and
she loves to dance, and she has done both for most of her life, ©She hasz
studied at the Peabody Conservatory Preparatory Department, enrolled in
classes in piano, viola, music composition, and modern dance. She spent
five summers at the Junior Ccnservatory Camp in Lyndon Center, Vermont, end
she has attended summer sessions et Connecticut College School of Dance.

Linda is majoring in dance at Bennington and is glso studying harpsichord.



i

She is interested, as well, in psychology and anth:iopology, particularly
ethnic expressions of nusic and dance., She would like to culminate her
interests by going to Africe and continuing her educaticn there. Linda

is keeper of the tour log.

ANITA DANCOFF, & Senior at Bennington, is the only member of the tour who
ig neither majoring in dance nor planning e dance major, Anita's mein
concern is with psychology, although she hopes to uze her considereble
experisnce and training in dance in the field cf physical therapy. She was
born in Los Angeles and studied ballet and modern dance there while in

high school., She danced in the movie version of Bye Bye Birdie. After
spending & year at Berkeley, Anitzs trensferred to Bennington as a Sophomore.
She has worked as & dance therapist in a mental hoepitel, has spent

several surmers teaching nursery school, and worked last summer for Project

Head Start, She is co-regisseuse for the tour and wardrobe mistress,

RUTH BAUER, like most of the tour members, has been a dancer from childéhood.
She started dancing in Hew Jersey and then took classes in New York City at
the Martha Graham Studioc, where she studied on scholarship. ©She has both
studied and taught at the Foundation for Modern Dance Education. During

high school, she Joined the Story Time Dance Theatre and appeared in that
group with Charles Weidman, ©She attended music camp during her summers and
tock part in drama, music, and dance activities there, Her work at Bennington
has been directed toward a major in dence. She has taught and taken classes
in New York during her non-resident terms, end during her Sophomore and
Junior years she worked with & group of dancers in New Jersey and gave &

scholarship concert there., At Bennington, she conducts dance classes for
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faculty children. Ruth will be gradusted in June, and her most immediate
plans are for marriage., She and her husband will live in New York City,

end she hopes to continue dancing, to perform end to teach. Ruth is

co-director of the tour, teacher of master classes, and assistent stage manager.

LESLIE BERG was born in Detroit, Michigen. She is the youngest in the tour
group., As a Sophomore, she has not yet declared a mejor, although she has
participated fully in the Bennington dance progrem. Her mother, Harriet
Berg, teaches dance at Wayne State University, and her father is a sculptor,
Leslie pleys the flute and is studying literature and philosophy, as well
as dence. She spent last summer studying at the Perry Mansfield Summer

School of Dance. Leslie is in charge of sound for the tour.

MARC OZANICH wes born in Bakersfield, California, Marc has varied and rich
experience in the creative and performing arts, He began training in voice
in Bekersfield and sang in local musicel comedy productions. He attended
the University of California at Santa Barbara and in Jute of 196L, he was
graduated with a B,A, in art, with emphasis on sculpture., While at UCSB,
Marc also studied dance and opera and took part in umiversity productions,
He came to Bennington for the school year of 1964-65 and has continued his
work in music and dence, For the past two summers he has been involved in
the dance program at Connecticut College School of Dance, Marc brings a
most versatile background +to his work as a dancer and choreographer, He

is in charge of transportation for the tour,
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Anyone who thinks there is nothing to a dance tour but an hour or so a day
dancing behind the footlights should consult the members of the 1966 Bennington

College Tour group which will appear here +« They Xnow

it isn't so.

Each of the ten students in the group has specific and sometimes rizorous
duties offstage. Zach must be prepared to adapt to unexpected circumstances that
might affect a performance. All of them have the common prcblems of trouping --
problems of food and shelter, laundry, transportation, drirking water, colds
and skin splits, and constant essociation with one another.

What's more, they must solve their problems themselves, The seven-week
tour including more than 35 engagements in 16 states is wholly student-managed.

If morale should waver, the students have the testimony of Bennington dance
groups which have toured biennially since 19L5 to resssure them the trip is
worthwhile. One of their number, on her second such tour, can provide
reassurance with the voice of experience,

They know, too, that one of the results of the tour will be the provision
of funds for scholarships and a library of dance motion picture films -- if
proceeds exceed expenses,

There are other compensations, Press reviews are read avidly, usually with
satisfaction., There is always the possibility of e television appeearance;

L

the 1964 tour group performed twice for network audiences in "prime evening time,'

(More)



Students msnage tour -- 2
And applause is the stuff, if not the staff, of life for performing artists,

Laurie Freedman, Ardsley, N.Y., and Ruth Bauer, Paramus, N.J., are co-
directors of the tour., Miss Freedman has charge of public reletions,

The tour group travels in its own conveyence, maintaining a rigid and
rugged schedule that will carry it a totel of more than 3,000 miles between
Jenuary 17 and March b4, It will range as far from its Vermont campus as North
Caroline and Wisconsin. Marc Ozanich, Bekersfield, Calif, ,has cherge of
transportation.

Much of the spadework is done before the group arrives., Months have been
spent in making arrangements, and & flow of information has gone to commmities
in which the dancers will perform from Kethleen Haynes, Bronxville, N.Y.,
publicity director.

At performances, David Krohn, Joliet, Ill., is stage manager, assisted by
Miss Bauer eand Miss Freedman, Leslie V, Berg, Detroit, Mich., has charge of
sound. Because the tour group appears in such a variety of places - theatres,
museums, school and college auditoriums, and clubrooms -- their work sometimes has
elmost overwhelming problems., Behind the scenes, keeping tgg group properly
costumed, is Anita Dancoff, Los Angeles, Celif., es wardrobe mistress., Miss
Dencoff also is co-regisseuse.

Soxeone must handle the money and someone must keep records. Susan Slovek,
West Hempstead, N,Y., is business manager and Linda Wilder, Baltimore, Md.,
keeper of the log.

All members of the group appear in performances and all heve had full parts
in creating the repertoire.

Because the group presents not only complete performances but also teaches
master classes and offers lecture-demonstrations, others of the group are
specialists in teaching. Susanne C., Snyder, Boston, Mass., is teacher of master
classes and co-regisseuse, Miss Slovak and Miss Bauer also teech classes and

Miss Slovak is lecturer,
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/ BENNINGTON COLLEGE DANCE TOUR GRANT

The 1960 Bennington College Dance Group proposes to set aside the remaining
$400 of its profit in order to finance the carrying out of an independent, creative,
dance project. This project might include choreography, research, werk in dance
notation, dance criticism, or an unusual teaching project.

First or second year graduates of Bennington College would be eligible to
apply for this grant, starting with the graduating class for the school year 1959-60.
Applications would be accepted in the spring of every year, and decisicns would be
announced in June. The decision as to who receives the grants will be made by the
dance faculty. Merit will be decided according to the applicants' potential in
dance, and according to the merit and feasibility of the project in terms of ful-

filling the applicants' potential.

The $400 will be divided in the following way:

$200 will be made available to the graduating class of 1960 for two years
following their graduation. If within this time the money is not awarded, or if
only part of the money is awarded to any member of this class, it will then be avail-

able to the graduates of 1962 for a period of two years. s

$200 will be made available to the graduating class of 1961 for two years
following their graduation. If within this time the money is not awarded, or if
only part of the money is awarded to any member of this class, it will then be

available to the graduates of 1963 for a pericd of two years.

The applicants will present a budget with their application.

Any money not awarded by June 1965 will go to the Dance Department to be
used at its discretion,

Recipients of the money should be asked to send a written report on the
progress of their projects, so that the fund may receive publicity and thereby

encourzge other groups to continue this fund.





