
Bennington College Community

Constitution

We the members of the Bennington College Community jointly seek 

to promote the exercise of individual responsibility 

to moderate conflict betHeen the organs of government

to provide forums for the discussion of affairs affecting 
all members of t he Community 

to clarify the lccus of le gislative authority

to insure continuity in the governance of the Community 

Under the laws of the State of Vermont and underthe cb..arter of the 
Bennington College Corporati on, we t herefore establish this Constitution. 

ORGANS OF GOVERNMEWT 

I. The Communityty Council 

The Communityty Gou:-cil shall coorc1ina te the action of the constituent 
groups of the Community as well as initiate and process appropriate
legislation. 

The Community Council shall be composed of the Community Chairman; 
the Community Secretary; the student chairmen of Student Educational 
Policies Comn ittee, Judicial Committee House Committee Recreational 
Policies Com i ttee and the Non-Resident Term Committee; one member 
of the Faculty, and one member of the Administration

The Community Council shall meet on alternate weeks, presided over by 
t he Community Chairman. 

The Community Council shall be expanded by five Faculty and Adminis-
tration members to r eview and adjudicate confl icts crea tec1 by the 
act i ons of the re gular ni e member Community t he Faculty 
Meeting or t he Stur· ent Meeting

The expanded Community Cou cil shall be presided over by the President. 
In t he event of tie, he sha - l cast the deciding v ote . 

II. The Faculty Me eting 

The Faculty Meeting sh al 1 be composed of both teaching members of the 
Faculty and members of t he Administration who have been accor ded 
Faculty status. 

The Faculty meetings shall be resided over by the President It 
shall meet when app ropriate. 
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III. The Student Meeting 

The Student Meeting shall be composed of all student member s of the 
Community. 

The Student Meeting s hall meet when appropriate presided over by 
the Communityty Chairman

IV. The _ CommunityMeeting

The Community Nee ti:ng shall be composed of all members of both the 
Faculty and Student Meetings. 

It shall be called by the Community Council, and presided over by 
the Community Chairr:man. 

Legislative Procedure

All leGisla tive power shall be vestec' in the Faculty Meeting and the
Student Meeting Eachshall be enpowered to le _ islat e both on matters 
exclusively under its jurisdictionand on matters over whic h it shares
coordinate juris diction wi th the other Meeting

I. Initiat i on of Legislation

Legislation may be initiated in any of the following ways: 

A. By recormnendation of a majority of t he Community Council

B. By recommendation af a majority of any of the constituent 
committees of the Community. 

1. Such recommendation shall be r eferred to the Community
Council. 

2. The ref errirg committ ee shall stipulate whether or not the 
recom iendati on is mandatory . Mandatory reco1mnerdations 
shall be referred by the Council to the appropriate le gis-
lative boy or bodies witth a statement of its opinion. 

C. By rec om.mendation of the Administration. 

1.. Such reco rn endat i on shallbe referred to the Community 
Council through its dm .nistration member.

2. The Administra tionmember shall s tipulatewhether or not 
the recommendation is mandatory·. 

D. By petition of one-tenth of the membership of the Student 
Mee ting

1. Such petition shallbe submitted to the Community Council
2. It shall stipuL:.te whether or not the r ecom .endation it 

embodies is mandatory. 
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E. By moti cn of either af the Meetings

II. Determinntion of Jurisdiction 

A. -1hen proposals are referred by either Meeting to the Community
Council the Council shall initially determine juris diction 
and refer the proposal to the appropriate J.Vleeting or Meetings
The Council sh all notify both Meetings of it s jurisdictional. 
rulings. 

B. Whenproposals are initiated within the respective Meetings, 
the initialresponsibility for determining jurisiliction shall
rest with the Meetings themselves. 

1. If the Meetings resolves that the matter proposed for its 
consideration rests exclusively within its own jurisdiction, 
the Meeting sh all act upon the matter at its discretion, 
reporting its action to the Community Council. 

2. If the Meeting resolves that the matter rests in an area 
over which jurisdiction is sharedwith the other Meeting, 
it may take no action, act affirmatively on the proposal. 
and report its acti. on to the Community Council for 
referral. to the other Meeting, or refer the proposal to 
the Community Council for study and recommendation to both 
Meetings

3. If the Meetin r esolves that the matter rests exclusively 
within the jurisdiction of the other Meeting it may take 
no action or r eport the proposal to the Community Council 
for referral to the other Meeting. This referral may be 
mandatory. 

III. Challenge of Jurisdiction 

The jurisdictional dee sions of the Community Council or of either 
Meeting may be challenged by an absolute majorityof the members of 
either Meeting

A. A Meeting may vote that its proper jurisdiction has been 
denied, either by the Council or by the other Meeting . In 
such case the challengingMeeting may take action in any 
of the following ways : 

1. Assert its own jurisdiction in principle but accept 
the me asure ado .ted by the other Meeting. In such 
case its vote becomes a matter of record, to be taken into 
consid eration by the Council and by t he otherMeeting 
in the future in regards to similiar cases

2. Assert its own jurisdi ction but explicitly r efuse to act 
on the matter at issue, thereb , indicating its judgement 
that action on the matter at issue is inadvisable at 
that time. 

3. Assert it3 own exclusive or coordimte jurisdiction and 
pass its own legislation on the matterat issue. 
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B. The Jurisdictional ruling of the regula r Corrununity Council 
may be challenged by ei ther Meeting when

1. A Meeting votes to reject the Community Council's alloca-
tion of jurisdicti on to it, in which case its action will 
be limited t o an expresssion of its disagreement with the 
Council's judgement. 

2. One challenges the jurisdictional claims of the other, as 
noted in Article III, Section A, paragraphs 2 and 3. 

IV. The Determination of Jurisdictional and Substantive Conf1icts 

Jurisdictional conflicts or conflicts betwee n measures adoptedby 
the two Meetings on matters under their co or Cina te jurisdiction 
shall be determined by: 

A. The convention of a specialCommunityMeeting , at which all 
members of both Meetins may be present and express t he ir 
views on the matter at issue, at which attendance shall be 
obligatory for all members of the expanded Community Council. 

B. The action of the expanded Community Council upon the case in 
question, after the special Community Meeting whereup on it 
shall r efer the matter at is sue to the ap p ropri ate Meeting or 
Meetings. 

1. Should the ex an ded Cou c il determine that the matter falls 
under the jurisdictionof both Meetings, the matter will be 
referrec' to both for action

2. In the event that their respective actions on the matter 
differ, the matter will again be brought before the expanded
Community Cou cil for decision. 

c. In cases of disputed jurisdiction, the expanded CommunityCouncil 
may: 

1. Determine that juris· iction b elongs to one Meeting alone, 
in wh i ch c ase the Council may either approve that Mee ting ts 
action or refer the matter to the Meeting's reconsider ation. 

2. Determine that jurisdictionbelongs to both Meetings. In 
such case, the expanded Council may decide in f avor of the 
measureof one Me eting or the other, or it may propose a 
th:ird alternative in which case its proposal sh.1.ll be 
referred to each of t he two Meetingsfor acc ep t ance . 

D. In the event thatconflict cannotbe r esolved in any of these 
specified ways, the expanded community Council shall make a
final dccision. 
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Amendment of THE CONSTITUTION 

I. Initiation of .Amendments 

Amendments to the Constitution may be initiated in any of the 
following ways: 

A 0 By recommendation of a majority af the Com _unity Council

B. By recommendation af a maj ori ty af either the Studen t Meeting 
or the Faculty Meeting. Such recommendation shall be referred 
to the Community Council. 

c. By Recommendation af a majority of any of the constituent com-
mitees of the Community. Such r ecommend at i on shall be referred 
to the Community Council. 

D. By recommendation of the Administration. Such recommendation
shall be referred to the Comnunity Council through its Admini-
stration member•· 

II. Pass age of Proposed Admendments

To affecta change in the Constitution, the Community Council shall 
adhere to the following procedures

A. The Community Council shall call a special Community Meeting 
for discussion of the proposed amendment. The Council shall 
then refer the matter to both the Faculty and Student Meetings. 

B. Passage shall require two-thirds vote of the entire membership of 
the Faculty Meeting and two-thirds vote af t he en tire member-
ship of the StudentMee ting. 




