
LUCINDA CHILDS -- PASTIME STATEMENT 

~ stine >' was the first dance I perforrred at Judson Dance Theater after a back­
ground in fo:r:nal dance. It was my first work which directly explored :tqe,_~use,.,&f 
physical materials as the starting point for the creation of a dance. Through 
the Judson years, I used materials as objects/,\cambining dance phrases with noverrent 
activity in relation to objects. 'lb elimina€e this idianatic contradiction, I 
chose to have the noverrent governed by the materials and subject to the limita­
tions of their physical qua.litites. I experinented with noverrent events in relation 
to objects. I then altered and extended these events in tine and space, connect­
ing them in a specific sequence until a kind of logic errerged which indicated a 
necessary design for the dance. Later I felt the need to impose a structure on 
the dances other than thefi.ntuitive logic derived fran noverrent exploration with ob­
jects. I created dialogues for this purpose which had ongoing references to spe­
cific subject natter. ~? I, \ltd not ;in and of ~dictate action, 
but accanpanied ~actio n& 0~ ;!-r~ ~~ drifted in and Ol;1t of a con-
text that was relevant to the ~ 4:el dialogues . And I detenn.med the ex- 'r, 

tent to which relevance between action and dialogue was sustained .irrtel:m.ittent"l y- ·~~ 
throughout the individual dances. 

f Lucilda Childs 1973/1981 lf~ially reprinted fran 11Lucinda Childs :Portfolio,"' 
~ch first appeared in Art orum, February 1973; used by pennissi ontL 
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