Juns, 1933

Preliminary Report of the Commission on Religion

Since March 21, when the Commission on Religlon held its first meeting,
it has been carrying on a stmdy of the needs and possibilities for religious
aotivity within the college commmity,

One basie for investigation lay in the Sunday meetings., Many types of
vespar service were essayed with the view of testing their relative succees
and influence. AL a recent meeting of the Commission it was decided that
they have, on the whole, been worthwhile., It wae then pointed out that, ale
though we had started oubt to provide purely religious services, we greduelly
broedened our programs to include such secular elements as Buropean 1lullabys,
piano recitals, and nature postry. But it appesred thet those meetings
which had been quite sesthetic in character ware just es successful as those
vinich had been more strictly religious. This brough®t va to one of the chief
questions which the Commission has to face: should we advocate the provision
for some kird of Sunday enterteinment, which shall be attractive to the whole
commnity, or should we attempt to satisfy those persons who eapecially da-
eire some form of religious exercise st the college on Sundsys? Our tente-
tive decieion on this metber will be presented later,

In the meantime, the other basis for investigstion, nemely that of per=
sonal interviews, must be considered, Owing to the imposeibility of eluoci-
dating mocurate generalities from so many individual opinifone, our stetistics
are not to be teken too seriously. A few of the more indicative results,
howsver, are ptated here for general interest. In & census based on the re-
ports of one humndred commmity members, 1t was found that with regard to church
ettendances

42% had been brought up to attend chureh regularly)
ag " " " " " " vary 11‘1‘051113.!‘19
177 have rarely been to ohurch st all

and that:

11% have ggne Yo church regulerly at Bermingtor)
2eg " "  occasionally "
637 have not gone o church at all at Bexnington)

As to the form of service desired at the college, s great many different
suggestiona were forthooming: in the first place, almost everyone felt that
some kind of service should be held., On the other hand, there were sbout
eight people who felt absclutely no need for mny religious expression by the
college at all. There was a grester demsnd for music than for enything elses
But almost as universal was the expressed desire for occesionel speekers and
grovp discussion on the religious questions of today. Some wmntsd more fornmse-
lity, while othem asked for continued variety in the % of service through-
out the year, so as tc include poetry rending, ete. We have received from
individuals outside the college ae well as within, meny other suggestions, in=-
cluding the one of the bullding of a chapel or of some definite place, whether
outside or in, which would be devoted exclusively to religious purposes,



#2.

One of the conclusions errived at by the commission through these obser=
vations centered about the advigability of continuing the meehings., Seversl
arguments in their favor were brought forward: they give an opportunity to
all those within reach for meeting in one group on the day when most people
have been more or less independently occupied; they allow for & period of re-
pose and quiet enjoyment at the end of the day; and can provide the whole
commmnity with a time for pesceful, mesthetioc apprecliation, orspiritual medie-
tation, neither of which is usuelly found in the commumity meetings and dige
oussions during the week. Most of these arguments, it was pointed out, imply
the recognition of all types of servioce, from the sirlotly religious to the
most secular,

In comneotion with this, our seoond conclusion regarded the function of
the commlssion in relation to the immsdiste needs of the college. Seeing that
a lerge majority feels there should be some Sunday exercise, that there are
some who went a definite opportunity for religious expression through s col=
lege group, and thet we were appointed to "sbudy the religious life and nesds
of the college," we have decided that we must confine our function more strictly
to the provision for religious sotivity. This will mean the elimination of
ell those features which do not purport to engender religious feeling or deal
with religious questions. Suoch a stipulation will not, howsver, limit the
breadth of approach. Poetry, music, reading, discussion, speakers, and songs
may all be used provided they are sssentially religious in character,

Our third conclusion deels with the bigger problem of the development of
the religious policy of the oollege. As we have so far made no real progress
towurds selving it, we propose thet it teke firet place in the work of the
commigsion next term. Furthermors, we propose that, as this oollege is pri=
marily an educational institution, the commission use ths eduostional poliey
and the philosophy behind it as the sterting point for its sbtudy of this pro-
blem.

Based upon the foregoing observetions and conolusions, we wish to make yp*'
the Pollowing recommendations: that the Sundey vesper services be continued 91\_:))’
next year, with the Intentlon of providing some kind of religious activity r ;
for those in the commmity who desire iteeno matter how fow or how many they
may bej and thet these services be arranged for and conducted by the Commission
on Eeligion,.

Regpectfully submitted,

Margo Suber, Secretary



