BeNN1NETON UDLALES
Bennington
Vermont.

MINUTFS

of ‘the
Library Committee cf the Roard of Trustees
Meeting with the Librarv Building Committee

The joint meeting of the two committees was held 1n Leipgh
House on Priday, July 26, 1957, at 1:30 p.m.

Present: W¥Wrs. 8rown, chaivman, ¥r. Andres, Vr. Falk, "'rs.
Nields, ¥Nr. Fels, Nr. Brockway., and Miss Hopkins. Mr. Ruebhausen, ¥r.
Belluschi, Mr. Warren Peterson, M. Hideo Sasaki, WMrs. leslie, Mr. Plke,
and Miss Eason and ¥iss Bowmen, secrstaries, also met with the
committees.

Absent: W¥r. Tishman

Mr. Belluschl suggested that two possible sites which the
architects have been considering be discussed briefly and that they
then be inspected. He said that these sites, which he and Mr. Day had
selected, and which Mr. Sasakil had independently thought the most
desirable ones, are the location of the sast parking lot and an area
south of Cricket Hill. Hes asid that he would propose a one~story build-
ing, about 140 fset wide and almost the same measurement In dspth, fer
the latter site. This in his ovinion 1s too large a building and, he
added, it does not compose very well withk the Barn. For the parkine
lot site preliminary plans for a aplit-level bullding have been deve-
lopedi. Thig, he ssid, would be somewhat smaller and more in scale with
the other bulldings on the campus. Thiz building might, he thourht
present some difficultles with respect to control.

¥r. Belluschl sald he believed there would not be snough
difference in cost between the two bulldings to make this factor de-
cisive, though he thought construction on the parking lot site might be
somewhat cheaper. He estimated roupghly that the cost of building
garages to replace those in the pzrking lot would be between $7,000
and $8,0C0.

The view from eithser location would be good, Mr. Belluschi
said.

Mr. Belluschl said thst he and the other architects preferrscd
the parking lot site. It adjoins classrooms, is nesr but not too close
to the dormltories, and is on the way between. He said that if the
building were built here he would proposse & brick wall between it and
the adjoining student house to keep ouit noise. He sald that the other
site is a little out of the way and will not compose very well visually
with the rest of the campus.

Mr. Belluschi added that he would like to keep asutomobiles
on the periphery of the campus and tha®# Mr. Sasski had suggested locai-
ing a parking lot and gerages eithsr to the east of the flag=-pole
circle or north of Commons building. He thought the relocation of

garages now in the east parking lot should be regarded as a minor
problem.



¥ra. Leslie asked whethsr a split-level arranrement would
be necessary on the parking lot zlts. lir. Belluschl sald a two-
floor building would be possible but architecnurally less desirable
because contact with the court weuld be lost from cned the floors.
Mrs. Leslie said she thought the splift-level feature would cause
problems for those who worked in and used the library.

The sketches of proposed buildings for the two locations
were examined and the sites inspecied.

Mr. Ruebhausen asked which was more flexible for expansion.
Mr. Peterson saild either could be expanded by adding a wing, but
this would be more difficult on the Cricket HI1ll site.

¥rs. Nislds asksd whether it would follow from locating
the library in the east parking lot that the theatrs must be in the
west parking lot. Mr. Belluschi =zaid not necessarily.

Mr. Belluschi sald that another kind of building would be
possible on the Cricket Hill site. If a two-story building were
located there various relationships between the size of the two floors
would be feasible. The present plan provides for a lower level about
one quarter the size of the main floor.

Mr. Belluschi said that he hored the committee could decide
between the two sites and then, if the parking lot location were
chosen, decide whether ths steps up and down from the entrance area
now proposed are unaccentable. He gaid there is a conflict betwsen
what 1s architecturally better and what is most convenient for those
who will be working in the librsry.

Commenting on possibls compromises to diminish the oroblem
of three levels Mr, Belluschi sald the distance up to the upper level
might be less than that to the lower level and that a ramp might be
used instead of steps to the uprer level. Miss Hopkins said she had
been advised against the use of ramps by llibrarians who had had
experience with them. Mr. Fels suggestecd that the service desk, now
on the intermedlate level, might instead be on the uppsr level so
that part of the library would be reached from the desk without
going up or down steps.

Mr. Belluschi said hs would like to leave the plans wlth the
committee for further consideration. Eis suggestion would be to change
the parking lot site plan to de~emphasizs the upper rise, unless the
committee is ready to decids to go shead with the parking lot site as
proposed or wants a two=gatory building on the Cricket Hill =ite. He
added that if the problem of the split level is to be explored further

he would like to know more precisely what should go below and what
above.

Reference was made to the concern felt by the librarians
and by members of the faculty about the disturbance of noise from
dormitories at the parking lot site. Mr. Belluschi said he had no
fear ~hout this and wss confident that the wall proposed would be a
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sufficient sound break.

Mr. Ruebhsusen asked about locating the library further %o
the east on the Cricket Hill site. Mr.Belluschi said he thought this
would be hard to justify visunally or on the basls of convenience.

There was digcussion of the schedule for the construction
of the building. MNr. Belluschi said the sarliest date for stariing
would Dbe in April 1988. If this is Sc be done only about two months
can be allowed for preliminary drawings end only about five months
for work!ng drawings. This is a tight schedule for working draw-
ings, he said. Mr Belluschi added that 1f work can begin in April
the building should be under cover by winter. He ss9id he would think
it risky to start as late as Juns.

Messrs. Belluschi, Peterson, and Sasaki left the meeting
st this time.

Mr. Andres said he would be in favor of accepting the
recommendstion that the bullding bs built on the esst parking lot,
requiring that the architects make adjustments which would satisfy the
criticisms.

Mr. Fels said he ggrsed with Mr. Andres, but, he addsd, the
necessity for a 1l1librarian at the service desk to go eight steps up
or down to reach any book will have %to be corrected. Otherwise, he
said, he liked the plans for the parking lot area and found the argu-
ments of the architects convinecling.

Mr. Brockway said the principal objection of the faculty
committee to the parking lot s1ts was 1ts closeness to the campus,
with attendant noise. He sdded that hs doubted thst the proposed
wall would screen out the nolse adequately. He said also that members
of the faculty favor moving out in our big space rather than cluster-
ing all the buildings closely togethsar. Mr, Brockway concluded,
however, by saying that he found ths proposed building for the parking
lot location appealing.

Mrs. Brown said she found the Cricket Hill space narrower
and more crowded than she had expected.

Miss Hopkins sald she 1s worried about noise at the parking
lot site, where the building would be surrounded by roadways. Also
she sald that, while a splitelevel bullding would probably be very
attractive, she thought it would not provide a good place in which to
work. She added that a completely two-story building might be better
than one with an intermediate level. 8She said she would likes to con-

sult people who have had experience with libraries arranged in this
way.

Mrs. Leslie said she was not completely satisfled with
either site and worried about nolse at the east parking lnt.
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estimate thet the cost of the twe buildinge wonld be gpprozimalsiy
the seme.

Mr. Andres asked whsether thoss wio Xnow sboud the n
on the campus consider that Wy, Beliuschl is in errer iIn thin
this prcblem hes been solved. WMieps Honkine man%ioned thed M
Belluscki had not besn on tha aamr 1 the Collepo wes In 2esSsior

Mr. Andres sild he thought the enly important objection is
toc nolse, and we do not know how Surfr;s this is. He pointed out
that the building stretches away from ths student houses, with only
one short wall facing & studemt house. FEe zdded that he thinks our
architects could soclve the level problem :in 23 to satlsfy our opersi-
ing needs.

_ ¥r. Fesls said he did not thicic Ths preodlem of noise
sufficient to cause us to reject the toi . ng Lot site., He addad
that wa must teke into censideratlion tho bt Ya architscts are pesrsusded
the parking lot site is good.

MYrs. Brown said she did nol cai=qak the 4
attractive as the other and that &k was aatianist
of a gsolution te ths level proovlar

sicket HIill site =3
¢ about the findln:

Mr. Ruebhausen said his instinzt is zrainst the parking lot
sits, though he doesn't feel strongly about It. He sald he tThought
it would be hard to defend to students and “zouliy. He said he
would favor telling Mr. Belluschi that we thlink the plan for the park-
ing 1ot site 1s excellent In many ways bui w2 sre worried about it for
the reasons expressed here. He would ssiz 'r. Sslluschi to see if
he couldn't do as well on Cricket HFI11... =i uiisd that he thinks wa
are interssted in the parking lot 1n liz»:i: rnurt Decszuse the archite
are enthusiastice, but that practical czusidsrations point to Crlcket
Hill.

Mr. Brockway asked whether vsi acu.d tell Mr. Belluschl what
we object to about his Cricket Eill plain, It wa3 agreed that it 1s
toc crowded and the building is foo LAig.

Mrs. Nields said she v .@ frwg . fhe parkine lot site i
the level problem eould be solived. Ur, Sndrzs s2id he would take @
chance on the noise and agree on thri ails., WMe., Fels said he would
agree also, but that the present splills-level errangement would have

to be altered. Mr. Palk saild lLic wznited o =sk the architects to try
again on Cricket H1ll location. HNrsg. Hiclds end Mrs. Brown ssld they



would also like to ask the architects to Try again on the Cridcet Hill
lgceation. Mr. Andres sald he wounld =zgree. tut that he would want

Mr. Belluschl to know our thinking in full and %o be told that this
is an expression of our worries and not & final re jsction of the
parking lot plan.

Mrs. Leslie said she thought 1t would be very halpful if
Mr. Belluschi could see ths College in aciion.

It was agreed that Mrs, Brown should telephone Mr. Belluschi
on Monday, July 29, telling him that there is considerable resistance
to the parking lot site for practical reasons, especially noise, and
that the committee would favor Cricket H1ll instead if he could design
a building not so big and not gquite so crowded in. She should say
also that the committee likes his vropesal for the parking lot site
very much but hopes he can become interssted in the other location and
do something for it that will appzal to us as much. Also, that it is
considered desirable for Mr. Belluschi to visit the College while it
is in session. Mrs. Brown was also asked to confirm this converstion
in a letter to Mr. Belluschi, sending = copy of it to Mr. Day.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

SIGNEL CHARLOTTE BOWMAN
Secretary





