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Students Planning to
Organize Services

After receiving many suggestions
from the college community concerning
methods of reducing expenses, the ad-
ministration released a list of those
which were considered acceptable and
practical. One of these was the cut-
ting down on maid service in the
houses.

Since then, there has been a move-
ment among several groups of stu-
dents to organize and provide such
services for the college community as
are being eliminated by the economy
measures of the administration.

Some of the proposals which have
been bruited about supplement the cur-
tailed maid service by making beds and
cleaning rooms, start a shoe-polishing
organization, arrange for the return-
ing of over-night library books, and do
other odd and sundry jobs, for a slight
fee, all inspired by the initial announce-
ment. Wonder who will start handling
term papers.

‘Dido and Aeneas’ to be
Presented by Music Dept.

On July 2 and July 9 the music de-
partment will present a concert version
of Dido and Aeneas.

Dido to be Sung by Romsland

The leading role of Dido will be sung
by Anne-Sophie Romsland, who was a
student at Bennington last year. She
is from Norway and has given several
concerts there. This past year she has
been studying voice in New York. She
will work on her part in the city until
a few days before the performance,
when she will come up to rehearse at
the college.

Cast, Chorus and Orchestra

The male lead, Aeneas, will be sung
by Paul Matthen. Sally Pickells will por-
tray Belinda. Others in the cast are
Nina Pattison, Fay West, Ann Treich-
ler, Janina Kaminski and Suzanne
Parker. The college chorus, and towns-
people, will take part in the perform-
ance. The conductor will be Ernst
Levy.
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Radio Station a
Future Possibility

Recently, there has been some talk
among students in the various depart-
ments of the college about starting a
small radio station right on the cam-
pus. These students seem to realize
that a radio station requires facilities
not available at Bennington. In order
to acquire these facilities the college
would have to spend money, which
could be utilized more profitably at
the present time.

A definite program, however, might
be worked out whereby students could
work in local stations. Radio station
WEKOB in North Adams, Mass., seems
to be quite impressed with the prac-
tically unexplored talent in Bennington
College. Claire MecIntosh and the
members of the Octet have paved the
way for other ambitious students who
feel that they would like to try their
hand in the medium of radio. In a
college where performing arts are an
important part of the curriculum, ra-
dio could be a valuable outlet for per-
formance. Not only could musicians
and actresses perform, but literature
students could experiment in a mew
medium,

Progressive Education

This is an article printed in “The Bardian”,
the official publication of the students of
Bard College. The author is Richard Amero.
We feel that it is worth reprinting in view of
the fact that we are studying under the sys-
tem of education known as “progressive”.

The term ‘“progressive education”
cannot be broken down into logically
indispensable attributes. The term
represents a progressive system of
thought which stems from a concept of
society in a state of continuous change.
When change is thus pictured as for-
ever perpetuating itself, a definition,
at the most, can serve only as a ten-
tative evaluation and never as a dog-
matie conclusion. Thus, it was that at
progessive schools, such as Black
Mountain and the early Bard, no at-
tempt was made to define in what,
specifically, progressive education does
consist. .

There are as many tentative evalua-
tions . of progressive education in a
school operating on conscious dynamic
principles as there are students, facul-
ty, and administrators in attendance at
such a school. All of these components
express progressive education through
their interaction with one another.
Such interaction is expedited through
the employment of informal discussion
groups in place of classes and the es-
tablishment of a community govern-
ment.

The academic enemirs of progressive
philosophy claim that the progressive
theory presupposes that man is in-
nately good and that if left in a state
of anarchy he would remain good. In
the early pioneering days of progres-
sive education the supposition that
-aan was instinctively good was at the
core of much educational doctrine
which stressed the importance of un-
fettering the individual. The doctrine
itself has become subject to the dy-
namic change which is at the center of
its practice. As a result today pro-
gressive educators realize that man
has a potentiality for good or evil in
his actions and that, minus social ideals,
he can become a threat to society at
large.

The academicians believe that all
man need do to learn and to develop

atus. According to John Dewey, a

(Continued on page 6)

S. D. A. Collecting Soap for
T. B. Hospital in Germany

A letter was received recently by Mr.
Franklin, son of Mrs. George Franklin,
chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Bennington College. Written by Dr.
Agnes V. Zahn-Barnack of the hospital
in Berlin-Wannsee, Heckshorn, Ger-
many, it describes the condition of sani-
tary facilities of the hospital.

“The patients are in barracks, for-
merly belonging to the army, and fairly
good, though the floors need repair (no
linoleum, and the wood splintering, so
that cleaning is difficult). But the chief
problem is soap. There are about 350
patients, among them 80 children, all
of them with open T.B.C., but they get
30 g. of soap a month for each patient
and bed. That is a little more than one-
third of a normal cake of soap. It is for

personal hygiene as well as for laundry.
... If a college could be found of which
each would give one cake of soap a
month, it would be an enormous help!
Such a kindness would be warmly ap-
preciated by all the staff, the doctors,
the nurses, and most of all, the patients
themselves; for they all know that it is
impossible to fight infection without
soap.”

The Students for Democratic Action,
in response to this appeal are planning
to institute this policy in which each
student will buy one cake of soap a
month. The first of these sales will
take place Monday, July 5, when a rep-
resentative of the S.D.A. will be in Com-
mons to sell and send a cake of soap for
any student who wishes to cooperate.

Senior Theses
Now Completed

The library is now in possession of all
senior theses. The sampling of subject
matter is wide and varied approaches
were used.

Dorothy Mackie’s thesis is titled “The
Problem of the Negro Artist: An Essay
on Richard Wright.” Dorothy states
that she chose Negro literature because
it provided an example of the use of the
writer’s environment in his mode of ex-
pression, and how he used it, and to
what purpose.

“Strikes in Essential Industry” by
Jean Ganz, deals with three types of es-
sential industries: 1. Our communica-
tion and transportation on a national
scale; 2. Industries that supply our
economy with basic materials, and 3.
The privately or locally owned commun-
ity services. Jean analyzed one essen-
tial industry from each category, the
railroad, coal and tug boat industries.
She selected these in order to demon-
strate the difficulties which arise from
the variation in function and in labor
and manufacturing structure when
there is a strike which affects the pub-
lic. Each analysis is centered about the
collective bargaining patterns in the in-
dustry, the frequency of strikes and
their effects, and the government’s role
in settling the disputes in relation to in-
tervention and legislation.

Jeanne Johnson wrote on the “Theory
and Practice of Modern Reform with
Criminals.” She examined one penal in-
stitution in our society, and considered
it in the light of certain factors which
determine its policies: 1. Influence of
present reformatory ideas; 2. Practical
considerations of maintaining an insti-
tution; 3. Influence of modern psychi-
atric theory.

Florence Sullivan’s project is called
“Where Three Roads Meet; An Essay
on the ‘Oedipus Rex’ of Sophocles in Re-
lation to Freud’s Theory of the Oedipus
Complex.”

“Gertrude Stein; Studies in Lan-
guage, Form, Motif” by Sonya Rudikoff
is an attempt to indicate the kinds of
meanings which might be found intrin-
sic to the work of Gertrude Stein. )

Dorothy Morris’ senior written proj-
ect is called “Essays on the Unskilled
Worker in the American Labor Move-
ment.” It investigates the unskilled la-
borer in the Knights of Labor, I. W. W,

: . ; : D of essays on Kafka, Joyce, Proust and
himself is to exercise consciously his Melville, focusing on individual artistic |
jown thinking and assimilating appar- cpreation as religion.

. Dedicated Writer.”

and the Steel Strike of 1919. )
Eloise Moore’s thesis is a collection

It is called “The
Gertrude Yang’s thesis is titled “The
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Students Have Varied
Summer Plans

There are several additions to the
Bennington-Europe group. Helen Fran-
kenthaler, who has left college to at-
tend to such things as visas and typhoid
shots, will sail July 2 on the New Am-
sterdam. Her itinerary includes Bel-
gium, Holland, France and England.
Linda Borden will fly over after college
closes. She is going to France, Holland
and Italy. Dorothy Mackie is going to
help Tom Solly of Yale make education-
al movies about Europe. Dorothy Mor-
ris will spend a large part of her Euro-
pean trip in France, where she will live
in a French home and take care of six
children.

On this side of the Atlantic, Jonne
Hutton and Anne Irwin are going to
Mexico. They are each taking a hun-
dred dollars and plan to spend no more.
After Bennington beds, they maintain,
Mexican ground will seem soft. Phebe
Brown and Jeanette Winans are off to
test Canadian ground. They are going
to tour Canada by car and will rely
on sleeping bags for accommodations.

Judy Kanin and Sondra Parkoff are
at International Seminars run by the
American Friends. At these seminars
they will study and discuss, with stu-
dents from all over the world, economic
and cultural subjects of interest to the
group. Judy has already left for Con-
necticut and Sondra will soon go to a
center in New Hampshire.

In the area of the Fine Arts, Sally
Liberman will teach dance at a summer
camp. Joan DuBrow and Ann Mobley
will work at a Neighborhood Playhouse.
Joan Tewkshury is going to act in a Lit-

le Theater in California. The theater
vas started by her brother and she will
work with him. Cynthia Lee is going to
Tanglewood. She will sing in the chorus,
lirected by Robert Shaw and Hugh
R5ss, and hopes to get into the small
chorus which will perform with the Bos-
.on Symphony.

Westernization of Japan.” It is a study
of the effect of Western imperialism
and mechanization on the religious, po-
litical and cultural life of Japan, and
Japan’s attempt to solve the problems
ariging from this.

Margot Starr’s is called “The Waxen
Wings: A study of Three Elizabethan
Evil Heroes.” It is an analysis of Mac-
beth, Volpone and Dr. Faustus.

“A Study of Dramatic Form in the
| Tempest” is Carol Black’s thesis. She
| approaches the Tempest through a
study of ritual patterns.
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Editorial

Looking through our house the other
day, we were suddenly aware that next
year there will be precisely two seniors
in our house, both of whom are graduat-
ing in December, and two juniors. When
we started to count, we found that there
would probably be 18 or more freshmen
next semester. This situation does not
seem desirable from the point of the
stability of a house, or from a purely
proportional aspect. A suggestion to
remedy this problem is that there be a
specific minimum number of senior di-
vision students living in each house.
Possibly this would eliminate the ele-
ment of free choice of rooms to a cer-
tain degree, but it would certainly pre-
vent many of the problems that arise
from unbalanced houses.

Everyone is talking

about . . . .
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Ladies’ Spring Coats
by
Mt. Rock

fmtured at

ADAMS CLOTHES SHOP

«Shoes too”

Whitney’s Taxi Service
422 Main Street

Bennington, Vermont

Telephone 1034-J

Attention Art Students

oil paints - turpentine - linseed oil
wire for sculpture and mobiles

all found at

The Adams Hardware Co.

497 MAIN ST. IN BENNINGTON

The Student Transfer Problem

Not that we want to encourage stu-
dents to transfer from Bennington but
—let’s not make it a three-day obstacle
course. We realize that the educational
policy of no letter grades is pretty near
to perfect as far as we are concerned,
but many large universities and col-
leges still don’'t see eye to eye with
Bennington on that point. So when it
comes to transferring, a great deal
rests with the judgment used by the
person who transcribes reports into let-
ter marks.

We feel that a certain procedure
should be established so that transfer
would be facilitated to a much larger ex-
tent. First of all, the individual stu-
dent usually knows at the beginning of
the semester whether or not she plans
to stay on. If she does plan to leave,
she should notify her counselor immed-
iately. Her counselor should then re-
lay that information on to the stu-
dent’s various teachers so that they
may either word their reports in such
a way that they are easily translated
into letter marks, or that they should
grade the student directly. She should
also be informed by the proper staff
source of the evaluation of her credits.
In this way, she will have a good idea
of how to plot her course for the fol-
lowing year in the school of her choice.

To our minds, this plan seems logical
and most necessary. Bennington should
not only make adequate provision for
those students who plan to be here for
the entire four year course, but should
do everything in its power to enable
those who must transfer, to start off on
a sound footing—and incidentally, still
retain pleasant memories of the Ben-
nington way.

For the Record

Joan Hunt Bushnell, ’50, was married
June 26 to Edward Bushnell in the
church at Old Bennington. ’

Ellen Denson Arnold, ’48, was mar-
ried June 27 to Robert Arnold, in Rich-
field, Connecticut.

Anna Easton Poor, '50, will be mar-
ried August 28 to Mark Parrott, in Lo-
cust Valley, New Jersey. The brides-
maids will be Linda Borden, Barbara
Bowles, Deane Worth, Sue Worcester,
and Edith MacVeagh.

Frances Morgen, '50, will be married
September 1 to George White, Jr., in
Worcester, Massachusetts.

Carol Kahn will be married in Janu-
ary to Irwin Krupp, in New York City.

JESSIE WOOD

Dresses - Coats - Suits
Sweaters - Yarn

Phelps Belts and Sandals
Mary Chess

Cosmetics - Perfumes

Better yarn than
you can get in

Drucker's class

| |

THE YARD STICK
HOTEL PUTNAM
BENNINGTON, VT.
Phone 370-MK

Oh! It's Moving Night
in Franklin

Carol Vreeland is in the fortunate
position of living immediately above
Miss Shelly’s apartment. Up until re-
cently nothing had occurred to jar this
rather plesant relationship. But at
three o’clock one morning Carol decid-
ed to move all the furniture. Having
just finished a term paper her physical
energies became quite frenzied.

Suddenly the telephone rang. Trip-
ping over lamps and bureau drawers,
she plowed her way to the telephone.
Much to her surprise she was greeted
by the irate voice of Miss Shelly.
“Who is making such a racket at this
time of night?’ “Well, Miss Shelly,”
answered Carol cheerfully, “it’s this
way. When I. got back from winter
period, our maid, Mrs. Sears, moved my
rug way over by the wall and put my
bed and bureau on top of it. I haven’t
been able to do anything about it before
and as I just finished a paper I decided
to do it now.” After rambling on for a
long time she finally stopped. There
was complete silence on the other end
of the phone. Finally Miss Shelly,
(having no doubt been counting up to
ten) said quietly, “It’s not that I mind
the noise, but for the past half hour
i)llasé;?r has been falling down on my

ea -J,

C
SEANERS o DYERS

Main Street, Bennington, Vt.

Get your
Bennington College
car decals

at

Wheeler’sSporting Goods
519 Main St.

Editors Try in Vain

“An interview by telephone” is being
planned by members of the Beacon and
the editorial board. Recently, the staff
made its first attempt, and the results
were humorous, if not fruitful.

First, they contacted a harried op-
erator in Williamstown and tried to
get in touch with Max Lerner, who
was visiting Williams College. After
disturbing the James Finney Baxters
and the Frederick Schumanns we dis-
covered Mr. Lerner had checked out of
the hotel that morning. Not to be
daunted by a mere journalist, the edi-
torialists called Cole Porter and Sin-
clair Lewis; both residents of Williams-
town. Mr. Lewis was away and Mr.
Porter didn’t answer his telephone. It
is rumored that he is out peddling his
new song “Night and Day”.

There was one man left—a young
writer who has been familiar at Ben-
nington for four years now: William
Faulkner. The operator contacted Ox-
ford, Mississippi, and we were told that
Mr. Faulkner would call back in half an
hour.

The editors spent the next hour and
a half chewing on an old copy of “Delta
Wedding”, which just happened to be
lying around. Finally, at eleven when
switchboard, with no sympathy for
American journalism, closed, the E’s
of the B. decided that Faulkner’s unique
“time” series was too strange for them,
perhaps he wouldn’t be back for years.

The College Rendezvous

THE MERRY-GO-ROUND

FOOD — BEVERAGES
ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY

Voo and Vil

the favored store
of the style-wise

College Girl

dresses - coats - suits

sportswear

When in Town
visit the

New York Store

Dungees - Slacks - Sneex
Sport Shirts - Loafers

Tel. 230W .

Sox - Riding Breeches
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190 New Faculty Members
Next Term

To many students already anticipat-
ing return to college in the fall—under
the new system school will not reopen
until September 1, 1950, so that the
President may appoint all official
members of E.P.C.—news of the hun-
dreds of courses—all integrated—to be
offered at Bennington will be exciting
thought to chew over this summer.

The 190 new members will represent
universities from all over the country:
Snoqualmie, Wisconsin, Uxmal, Wiscon-
sin, and possibly one or two others
(from Wisconsin) not as yet certified.
Some of the new courses to be offered
are a course in American Friction,
Philosophic Backdrops of Modern
Sport (bring your sneakers), Cursory
School.

A. Case, author of “Neurotics in the
Mountains”, will be here to teach one
day a month, 9 a. m. to midnight in
Barn No. 1.

Louisa May Alcott
As Tragic Hero

Louisa May Alcott’s “Little Women”,
recently republished by the Old Hatte
Press, is indeed worthy of notice, that’s
to say, it commands our attention. In-
deed, “Little Women” may prove the
most dynamic work of our century and
posterity would hold us in small regard |
if we failed to study this important|
work. Rather, we must view with alarm
and grave concern the cavalier attitudes |
of present-day critics, none of whom,
to our knowledge, seem to have under-
stood the underlying meanings in Miss|
Alcott’s book.

To begin, then, that is to say, to
commence. There are several aspects
of “Little Women” which are sugges-
tive. We would begin first with the
title, that is to say, with an analysis of
the title’s suggestiveness. A certain
wise man has said that a good book is
one good sentence infinitely expanded,
and we would amend that perception
by saying that a good book, such as
Miss Alcott’s, is actually one title in-
definitely expanded. Because, as we!
know, the title contains the key to a,
book. Only in the title are the true|
means of a book exhibited as, for ex-!
ample, Aristotle’s titles indicate. The
Poetics, for example, is made up of
wide open vowels, closed at one end by |
the ‘p’ sound of rejection (and what |
was the Master of Those Who Know re-i

(Continued on page 4)
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Jones Leaves

PREVIEW OF NEW IMPROVED BEACON

New Course Next Term

The Educational Policies Committee
has announced as part of the newly aug-
mented program, a Golem Workshop to
be held in Bingham Basement on Wed-
nesday afternoons during regularly
|scheduled faculty meetings. The fac-

ulty advisor is as yet unnamed because |

( Vincent Drucker is on vacation. How-
|ever, Mary Walsh is laying in a supply
of straw, wattles, mandragora and
choice cuts of raw meat. Students who
wish to enter the course must have had
at least one term of “Liberty and
Bondage” and must apply by mail.
When interviewed last week a spokes-
man for the Golem Workshop stated,
“We will be free!”

A Newer Course

Mr. Kunitz announced today that he
will give a course next term entitled
Iambic Metrics in Reverse. When ques-

tioned by the E.P.C. Mr. Kunitz said:

“T think
that there
should be
perhaps
some other
indeed
that in
our time
never
the less
that . . .”

This course will only be open to ex-
officio members of the Store Board.

Young Novelist
Visits Bennington
By Mary-Lou-Sue Folsom

“I'm really overwhelmed by this,”
said Randomme House, shredding his
copy of the College Week into a nearby
waste basket. “I had no idea you were
experimenting with language to such an
extent here at your little school in the
mountains.”

We had found Mr. House seated on

the piano in the Student Lounge, sip-

ping sherry and looking just like his
picture (which, as you remember, show-
ed the young novelist sitting on a piano
and sipping sherry). “Music and sher-
ry,” he sighed, “the wild, sad front
porches of North Dakota beneath the
million-pointed stars.”

Mr. House (pronounced Hoos-ee) had
just arrived from Fargo to read some
sections from his new novel, “The As-
tigmatic Eye”, and we found him only
too willing to answer our questions.

“Tell us,” we said, “how you happen-
ed to write T. A. E.?”

“Well, I was just sitting there and

|...well...oh, you know how it is.”

“We do, indeed,” we said, glancing

|
|

Dr. Hager Has Twins ............... 1 smugly at each other and then at Mr.
Burkhardt Chosen President ......... 1 ,House’ who was refilling his g]ass' “But
[perhaps there were a few . .. uh ...
DEWEY DIES ... ... i incidents in your early - life \}:}nch
prompted you to set pen to paper.
- “Incidents,” Mr. House thoughtfully |
Funnell Finds Job ................. 1 scratched his chin. “NOW, let me see. |
Salvadoria to Speak on Liberalisma . 2 | Incidents, you say. Hmmmm.”
“Come now,” we said. “You must have
What Makes Feeley Run? ............ 2 .t i
- been locked in the cellar once or twice.”
Purple Bug Spreads on Campus ..... 2 “Now, let me see. In the cellar, you
Blood of the Poet Shown at College .. 3 Say‘-P Nho, I'm afraid I ne\;er Wasi”d .
. erhaps you were fascinate N
L d e
Has Anyone Seen Mr, Belitt? ........ 4 your grandfather’s Civil War SWOI’d,”
Drucker Attacks Thesis ............ 4 B we suggested.
1 * ] "
Thesis Rushed to Infirmary ......... 5 | = Don_t thlnk We had one, Mr. House
said, twisting his hands nervously.
Epidemic Feared ................... 6

|

“No deep friendships with tramps or
carnival barkers?” we inquired, rapidly
losing patience.

Hager to Appear Before

Un-American Committee

BARN 29—In a release issued today
from this office, it was announced that
Dr. Hager has been called to Washing-
ton to appear before the House Un-
American Affairs Committee, some-
time this week. Dr. Hager, well-known
physician, famous for her “hips, haws,
herbs” treatment, has long been admin-

istering C.A.P. pills for campus ills of
all kinds. Backwards, this drug spells
P.A.C.

President Burkhardt, when question-
ed by F.B.1. officials, said “I never knew
anything about Dr. Hager’s political af-
filiations; I had no idea what was going
on in Bennington.”

l!—?f BENNINGTON &eVERYIVE

Art Faculty Invites Students
To See Etchings

George Holt, Simon Moselsio, Ber-
nard Kessler and Daniel Shapiro have
created between them a new series of
etchings, now being exhibited in up-
stairs Jennings. Several of these fac-
ulty members have gained their repu-
tations in these parts mostly through
these etchings, and it is a worthwhile
experience for all students to see them.
The entire community is urged to ex-
amine them while they are still up.

“I'm afraid you’ve got me there,” Mr.

| House answered, looking uneasily to-

wards the door. ‘“Never knew any.”
“But we have to know all about your

| childhood, Mr. House,” we said fran-

tically.

All?” asked Mr. House, drawing back
in surprise.

“Well, not all,” we murmured defer-
entially, “but we’re studying your novel
in our Midwest Fiction course, and we’ve
got to have background.”

Mr. House received this information
calmly. And looking just as you imagine
a young novelist should look, he sipped
his sherry quietly and let his sprawling
arms sprawl over the piano.

(Continued on page 6)
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Faculty Children
On Sabbaticals

The Children’s E.P.C. headed by
Suzanne Kessler has announced today
that five faculty children will be on
sabbatical leaves next year. The Feel-
ley girls and Charley Holt are sharing
an apartment in The Village where
they hope to have a productive year.
Pompey Feeley, like many of the sopho-

mores, will spend his sophomore year
in Europe, improving his French. Young
Miss Coburn will spend the year in Mus-
kegon, Michigan, gathering material for
her next novel “You Can’t Go Back to
Swan Again” or “Muskegon Wedding”.
Pending the affirmation of their con-
tracts, the other children will stay here
to help Miss Funnell plant sunflowers.

Mo’s Found in Kiln

This morning a sculpture student,
going down to do a little early work
on her senior project, was horrified to
discover Herta and Simon Moselsio in
the Kiln. On being discovered the Mo’s
looked up in a glaze and said “We have
been fired.”
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The Inquiring Reporter

What Courses Do You Think Ought to
Be Included in Next Year’s Curriculum?

Betty Blackwood: I feel that there
should be some sort of an engineer-
ing course given. I am particularly
interested in getting proper training
in bridge constructon. Why just the
other day, I couldn’t figure out
whether a spade would do the trick.

Ann Brown: I heard some talk of an as-
tronomy course being planned for
next year, with the study of the sun
as its focus. I have been doing quite
a bit of work on my own this term,
but it has been by the hap-hazard
method of trying to absorb as much
as I can in my spare time. I hope
that the administration has finally
realized that the student body would
not take a continued attitude of in-
difference to its wishes lying down.

Jean Dorme: Since I'm planning to be a
science major, I'd like to see a course
in First Aid. For example, a lot of
work could be done right here on
campus to prevent such wide-spread
diseases as minor and major cuts.

Carole Wolfe: How about some courses
in the agricultural field? That might
include animal husbandry, or stray-
ing further afield, practical hunting
or fishing.
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DRAGON’'S SHOE STORE
113 South Street Tel. 41-M

Coiffure
House of PBeauty

129 Elm Street
Bennington, Vermont

Phone 1701-M
9:00 A. M. to 9:00 P. M.

—

Permanents $3.95 to $15.00

Scalp Treatments $2.50
Facials $1.50
Manicures 75¢ to $1.00
Swedish Massage $3.00

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
Shampoo, Finger Wave and Rinse, $1.25

Thursday, Friday and Saturday, $1.50

We would appreciate your patronage
and stand ready to serve you
anytime with all beauty

problems you may have.

Come with Your Date to

- The State Line

for fine food and beverages

Louisa May Alcott
As Tragic Hero

(Continued from page 3)

jecting but the mystery dramas of the
cult of Clyto the Areopagite, whose
ritual was a phenomenon of “unend-
lichkeit”, a passion without action?)
and it is closed at the other end by a
hard ‘k’ sound, the gesture of death-
rattle, the prophesy of a dying Athens.

Miss Alcott’s title may be approach-
ed in a similar manner. That is, in the
pattern of acceptance-rejection, or the
acecptance of rejection being actually
the acceptance of rejection: the soft ‘I’
sounds, muted with trinkling ‘t’ and
ending on an interrogative note. The
second word of the title, ‘women’, is
even more worthy of notice. That
is, its suggestiveness may be as-
sumed to be greater than that of
the first word, its availability for an
audience, then, is perhaps greater and
thus it fulfills its function as a title.
There is, significantly enough, an old
pun in the second word, which we
should do well to notice. The word 'wo-
men’ has among its many associations,
such overtones as ‘whimsical’ denoting
a slight caprice, ‘wham’, another rejec-
tion note, and “whom’ a questioning,
perhaps, of authority. Thus, we can see
that Miss Alcott was a highly conscious
and sensitive writer, in complete control
of her medium.

The derivations of words, are of
course, by far the most important for
a critic to consider. And we should be
doing Miss Alcott a grave injustice as
well as a critical disservice if we were
to slight the derivations in her title.
That is, the first word °‘little’, derives
from an Anglo-Saxon word ‘lytel’ sug-
gesting kittens and puppies. And we
would also notice that the word ‘lytel’ is
closely connected with an old French
word ‘litiere’ which became ‘litter’ sug-
gesting ‘a kind of curtained couch with
shafts projecting from each end’, ‘odds
and ends’, and ‘a stretcher for carrying
sick persons’. All of this is extremely
significant in the study of Miss Alcott’s
motifs and motives. The manifold sug-
gestiveness, that is to say, the innum-
erable meanings which can be perceived
in Miss Alcott’s book presage a full
and meaningful work. The couch is of
course related to the sexual themes in
the novel, by no means the least import-
ant. And the odds and ends, indicating
the structure of bourgeois society, out-
line the lives of her characters. ‘Litter’
comes in there also, since the Marches
in Miss Alcott’s novel were a large
family, who collected many odds and
ends. The stretcher for carrying sick
persons is meaningful both because the
father in Miss Alcott’s novel goes to
the war (the Civil War) and because,
as the reader will remember, there is
a proliferation of death in the book.
In connection with the word ‘women’ we
would note that it derives also from
an Anglo-Saxon word ‘wifmann’ mean-
ing the wife of a man. This, then, is
undeniably meaningful. For after all,
who are the husbands of the ‘little wo-
men’? No criticism of Miss Alcott’s
book could with justification fail to an-
swer that question.

Thus, we see, that Miss Alcott’s book
contains, not one meaning, but several,
and all of them are contained in the
title. The sexual patterns in “Little
Women” are symbolic of larger social
patterns, the reversal of a Freudian
nightmare, as it were. And one could
not fail to examine the language of
Miss Alcott’s book. That is, her work
with language can be said, undeniably,
to ante-date the Symbolists. Miss Al-
cott uses her words not for the narra-
tive they may relate or for the literal
meaning one could derive from them
but rather for pure purposes of sug-
gestion. The name given to the moth-
er in her book, i. e. “Marmee” is a
good example, a case in point. And, as
we have noted earlier, the suggestive-
ness of the title is infinite.

A further note on the function of
Miss Alcott’s book. That is to say,
what is the function of “Little Wo-
men”? Can it in all seriousness be
called a children’s book, or would we

New Schedule |
Being Considered |

The administration and faculty are
attempting to revise the scheduling of |
classes. Because the number of courses
to be given next year is much greater
than at present, the system of having
the morning divided into two two-hour
class periods will become impractical.
One of the suggested methods of solv-
ing the conflicts which will arise as a
result of the overloaded schedule, is to
divide the morning into three periods,
each an hour and twenty minutes long.
For classes which meet only once a week
and whose work could not be covered in
the shorter time period, a two hour af-
ternoon class might be scheduled.

Another reason for the proposed re-
vision is to facilitate the new cafeteria
system. It will provide a longer lunch
period, which is necessary as the dining
room cannot accommodate all the stu-
dents at the same time.

look for deeper motives, higher levels
of symbolic action, further prolifera-
tions of meaning than the ones accord-
edit?

“Little Women” is perhaps an elegy,
derived from the Babylonian spring |
ritual, the weeping for Tammuz. For
no critic could deny that the note of
wailing and keening is strong in “Little
Women”. The profusion of deaths im-
mediately suggests the theme ‘death’
that is, death and rebirth, death and
rebirth, or death and rebirth. Beth will
live again. Amy will go to Rome,
Laurie will return. The rebirth of
childhood, the second innocence, the
spotless child—that is the theme of
Miss Alcott’s book.

But we have shown, we believe, that
“Little Women” is in no sense a child-
ren’s book. That is, it is not to be re-
garded as a mere ‘parental puff’ (as
Pope said of the Bible) but rather as
a highly symbolic work whose mean-
ings embrace all fragments of the
Judao-Christian  tradition, weaving
them into an order, a sublimity, an ar-
tifact. Indeed, Miss Alcott might well
have said, “Not my will but thy will be
done” or “Vostra voluntad es nostra
pace”. And could we deny it?
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1—Stone Quarry at Proctor—Katherine White
2—0Id Mill, North Bennington—Katherine White
3—Sculpture Graveyard—Katherine White

4—Washington Square—Helen Johnson
10—Portrait of Ruth Lyford—Helen Johnson
11—Bennington Room—Helen Johnson

5, 6, 7, 8—Portraits of Children—Elizabeth Ivory
9—Catty at the Tubs—Elizabeth Ivory
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457-461 Main Street
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Double exposures for Schizophrenics

Deane Worth has switched to
Hamburger Hell
“A devil of a place to cat with
FAGER & SCOTT”

Pay tribute
i to her charm
" and loveliness
with the finest
— Phoenix Nylons.
For sheerness, fit

and for enduring

beauty, her choice is
PHOENIX.

DRYSDALE’S

Progressive Education

(Continued from page 1)

man learns not with the mind alone
nor in the class room alone where he
may be consciously striving for such an
attainment. . Man is a whole organism,
a psychological-social being who learns
rot only through his mind-—or through
the formal attempt at logical reasoning
—but through his emotional 2xperience
‘as well. The progressive school takes
into consideration the complete person
and finds means for that complete per-
son to express and develop himself.

The fact that progressive education
nas changed its emphasis from self-
expressionism to community coopera-
tion does not mean that previous to
this change it had been blundering in
absurdities, The school mirrors the
Isociety in which it exists and the pro-
eressive conflict between the two con-
tradictory poles of self-expression and
social welfare is also the conflict which
challenges our age and demands that
society find a satisfactory rhythm be-
tween them or face the alternative of
destruction.

As a result of its pragmatic tenta-
tive conclusion, progressive thinkers
are trying to blend together the social
and self principles of life with what
they already accept as the rational-
irrational man that exists in us all
Their present hope is the establishment
of the community college. Such a hope
entails a transformation of the entire
American educational system. We may
think that the solution proposed by
progressive educators is wrong, that is
our privilege, but we must first of all
give it the most careful consideration
for otherwise the educational world
and we, as students, may once more
find ourselves in the midst of another
prolonged ‘“dark age”.

Richard Amero

Just Arrived Today -
William Faulkner explains

James T. Jackson

Price: Three Burnt Lenons

THE BENNINGTON BOOKSHOP
427 Main Street
Bennington, Verment
Tel. 259

Friendly Mr. Noveck is
here to serve you.

He has all the newest records —
ecords — ecords — ecords . ..

BURKE’'S RADIO SHOP
RCA - ZENITH RADIOS

“REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES”

TELEVISION HEADQUARTERS
FOR BENNINGTON

Young Novelist \We hear you're grouwing
|

Visits Bennington

(Continued from page 3)

a broad . . .

“You young girls,” he said, gesticulat-
ing with the sherry glass. “Young crit-
ics, tnuu is to say. Ah, well.” [e sigh-
ed. “All living things are eritics.”

We rmiled shyly.

“Ah, young ladies. I have written
about time, time in North Dakota where
I grew up, you know. Time in North,
Dakota is the beating pulse of the Mid-
dle West. Hopes and fears, joys and|
tears, days and years—that, young
ladies, is North Dakota time. We sit!
on our rotting porches sipping sherry,
living in the past, living in our tradi-|
tion and performing its rituals. Why,|
my grandmother has a prairie schooner
in the front parlor, but that’s the Mid-
dle West for you. But North Dakota

Try our waist pinchers!

?/te ZOIWM \’__S‘_AO/)

444 Main Street

is the real Middle West. Michigan?
Bah! Minnesota? Ugh! South Da-|
kota? Illinois? Ale, aie! Woe, woze!

Childhood in North Dakota, what can
compare?” Mr. House was shaking vis- |
ibly and the tears streamed down his
face in mighty Mississippian rivulets.

“Don’t ery, Mr. House,” we murmur-
ed.

“The Astigmatic Eye” is Mr. House’s
first book, but he plans to have another
ready for publication in a few months,
shortly before his eighteenth birthday.
He is unmarried and has three children
named Bill. Mr. House is somewhat tall
for his age, with a shock of sandy hair
and a pleasant sprinkling of freckles
across his nose. -He is, as has been
mentioned, from Fargo, North Dakota,
where he completed his education at
Fargo Seminary. During the war, he
was on a fishing trip in the backwoods
of Michigan. There are lots of trout in
the Big Two-Hearted River, he says.

As time was running out, we pre-
pared to leave, but he stopped us with
a wave of his expressive hands.

He spoke abruptly. “Where are your
homes, young ladies? Where? Come,
come!”

We paused abashed. “We're from the
South,” we murmured, not looking him
straight in the eye.

He drooped above the sherry glass. |
“Ah, that’s the way it is,” he muttered |
sadly. “But what can one do? One can|
only sit upon one’s wild, sad porch in|
North Dakota beneath the million-|
pointed stars.” '

We tip-toed out as Mr. House shed a
last, weary tear into his sherry glass.

CRESTWOOD
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GEN. STARK THEATRE

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, June 29, 30 and July 1

GREEN GRASS OF WYOMING
Peggy Cummins, Charles Colburn., Lloyd Nolan

Friday and Saturday, July 2, 3

ESCAPE ME NEVER Errol Flynn, Ida Lupino
Also BEST MAN WINS with Edgar Buchanan, Anna Lee, Robt. Shayne

Sunday (one day only) July 4

THE WALLFLOWER
Joyce Reynolds, Robert Hutton, Janis Page

Monday and Tuesday, July 5, 6

ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD
Errol Flynn, Olivia deHaviland, Claude Rains

Wednesday and Thursday, July 7, 8
I REMEMBER MAMA

Irene Dunne, Barbara bel Geddes, Oscar Homolka
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