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Erin McKenny Appointed New Director of
Robert Frost Stone House Museum at Bennington College

Shaftsbury, VT: The Robert Frost Stone House Museum, which recently reopened for its
second season under Bennington College’s stewardship, has appointed Erin McKenny as its
new director.

McKenny will assume the directorship beginning July 1, 2019, as current director Megan
Mayhew-Bergman transitions into an advisory role at the museum.

“It's been a privilege to steward the Museum into its second life as part of Bennington College,
and to continue the good work that the Friends of Frost started in 2001,” said Megan
Mayhew-Bergman. “We'’ve renovated the museum, updated its mission to serve students and
the community, welcomed over 3,000 visitors, gathered great press for our project, secured
grants, grown a membership, and hosted exciting concerts, speakers, and art exhibitions. I'm
proud of the work we’ve done together.”

Following her departure at the Robert Frost Stone House Museum, Mayhew-Bergman will be
joining Middlebury College as a visiting faculty member in literature and environmental studies,
where she is also the director of the Bread Loaf Environmental Writers’ Conference.

“I want to thank Megan for her incredible work at the Robert Frost Stone House Museum,” said
Erin McKenny. “I| am thrilled to be taking on this role and look forward to continuing Megan's
work with programming and events that engage both students and the wider community. | also
hope to build additional partnerships at the Robert Frost Stone House Museum related to the
foundational elements of Frost’s life, which include poetry, farming, and teaching.”

Erin McKenny is originally from the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont. She attended the University
of New Hampshire, receiving a BA in Studio Art, and earned an MFA in printmaking and
drawing at Washington University in St. Louis. Her paintings and prints have been exhibited
widely, and she has worked at Bennington College for 16 years, where she is currently the
Design and Planning Coordinator and also manages the College’s art collection; McKenny will
continue serving in these complementary roles as the new director of the Frost House.

McKenny has a rich background in community-building and museum work. Prior to moving back
to Vermont, McKenny worked in the education departments of the Children’s Museum in Boston
and the City Museum in St. Louis. She currently serves on the boards of the Bennington
Museum and the Village School of North Bennington, and she is also a Trustee of the Village of
North Bennington.

“We are thrilled to have Erin’s leadership for the Robert Frost Stone House Museum as
Bennington College continues to build upon Frost’s legacy in Vermont,” said Paige Bartels,
Senior Vice President for Strategic Partnerships. “Erin has deep roots in both Bennington and
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artistic communities, and these connections, coupled with her museum background and own
love of Frost, will serve her well as she reimagines the role that the Robert Frost Stone House
Museum can play in southern Vermont’'s community. | know Erin will build on Megan’s incredible
work in our inaugural year laying the vision for the Frost House.”

Upcoming Events
Additional public events are planned for the summer 2019 season, including a poetry workshop
with poet James Crews and an Americana concert featuring the music of Cradle Switch.

Poetry Trail

The Robert Frost Stone House Museum is currently developing a quarter-mile poetry walking
trail, with support from the Fund for North Bennington. The walking trail will feature signage with
four of Frost's best known poems, integrated into the landscape that inspired Frost as he wrote.
The trail will connect to the Fund for North Bennington’s existing two-mile Frost Trail, increasing
access to this historic literary landscape and more fully telling the story of Frost’s time in
Vermont. The trail will open to visitors in early May 2020, in conjunction with the opening of the
museum’s 2020 season and in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of Robert Frost’'s move
to Vermont. This new community resource will be free and open to the public.

Summer 2019 Robert Frost Stone House Museum Events

Sat. June 8 | 12:00 - 2:00 PM

Poetry Workshop with James Crews
Robert Frost Stone House Museum
121 VT-7A, Shaftsbury, VT 05262

In this generative writing workshop, participants will examine connections between the practice
of meditation/mindfulness and the act of writing fearlessly from the heart. No experience
necessary. Cost: $25 per person ($15 for members).

Thurs. June 20 | 5:00 - 8:00 PM
Folk, Frost, and a Food Truck
Robert Frost Stone House Museum
121 VT-7A, Shaftsbury, VT 05262

Bring your lawn chairs and blankets for this concert on the grounds, featuring the music of
Cradle Switch, a five-piece acoustic Americana group based in Cambridge, NY. Vizavi will be
offering Sunpops, cold drinks, and sweet and savory crépes for supper beginning at 5:00 pm.
The concert begins at 6:00 pm with a cash bar available. $5 suggested donation; free for
members and Bennington College faculty, staff, and students.

Through September 1 | 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
(Im)Possibilities of Landscape
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Robert Frost Stone House Museum
121 VT-7A, Shaftsbury, VT 05262

This senior curatorial work by Sophia Gasparro '19 explores representations of landscape,
domesticity, and sense of place, utilizing Bennington’s unique collection of art, including pieces
like Wallace Putnam’s 1959 Horse and Cart on Beach, and Charles Burchfield’'s 1915 studies
for paintings. (Im)Possibilities of Landscape reflects on the shared history between Frost and
Bennington College, which dates back to the 1930s and spans into the future, and reexamines
the possibilities of both the work and the space.

About the Robert Frost Stone House Museum

American poet Robert Frost (1874-1963) purchased the Stone House, built c. 1769, in 1920. It
was there that he wrote one of his most famous poems "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening" in June 1922, and where he was living when he won his first Pulitzer. The young apple
orchard on the property was propagated from Frost's own trees planted when he moved to the
farm.

The Frost House was officially acquired by the College on December 1, 2017, thanks to a
generous gift from the Friends of Robert Frost. The property had been preserved and opened
as a house museum fifteen years ago, which was made possible by donations from Peter J.
Stanlis, a grant from the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, and support from many
others. During that time, it welcomed more than 50,000 visitors, scholars, and poets from all
over the world.

The gift to the College includes the house, seven acres of property, and two barns. Itis a
five-minute drive from the College’s campus, and Frost’s grave is nearby in the cemetery at the
Old First Church in Old Bennington.

The Frost House will provide enhanced learning and event space for Bennington’s literature
efforts, including the Masters of Fine Arts in Writing program; The Bennington Review, the
College's literary journal; and Poetry at Bennington, a residency series that brings
award-winning poets to campus for readings.

Keep in touch about events and happenings at the Robert Frost Stone House Museum by
signing up for the email list, and support restoration and programming by becoming a member.

About Bennington College

Bennington College is a liberal arts college in southwestern Vermont that has distinguished itself
as a vanguard institution within American higher education. It was the first to include the visual
and performing arts in a liberal arts education and the first to integrate work in the classroom
with work in the field. To this day, Bennington stands apart in requiring that every
student—every winter term—get a job, complete an internship, or pursue an entrepreneurial
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experience. Bennington students work intensively with faculty to forge individual educational
paths around their driving questions and interests.

Bennington is also the home of Benningfon Review, a national biannual print journal of
innovative, intelligent, and moving poetry, fiction, creative nonfiction, and film writing.

Notable literary alumni from both the undergraduate and MFA in Writing program include Donna
Tartt, Bret Easton Ellis, Kiran Desai, Jonathan Lethem, Michael Pollan, Ann Goldstein, Safiya
Sinclair, Anais Duplan, Anne Waldman, Mary Ruefle, Cynthia Sweeney, Jamie Quatro, Amy
Gerstler, Morgan Jerkins, and Charles Bock.
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