
ADLAI E. STEVENSON 
11 So. L A SA LLE S T R EET 

CHICAGO 

Dear Mr. Burkhardt : 

Office of
Bennington C

--------
January 15 1954 _ 

I am so distressed that I cannot come 
to Benning ton for commencement. While I feel singu
larly ill equipped to make a commencement speech 
any where, I have been delug ed with p r opositions wh ich 
are dang ero usly flattering to a politician' s e go--and , 
of course, I capitulated to an extent far beyond my 
capacity . I s h all live to re gret it - -and so would 
you if I came 

You were good to t h ink of me and I 
wish somehow I co uld tell t h e Senior Class g irls that 
the y h ave exhilarated me. 

Cordially yours, 

Adlai E. Stevenson

Dr. F rederick Burkhardt, President 
Benning ton Colle g e 
Benning ton, Vermont 


