
ME M 0 

Date: May 12, 1944 

To: fo.r. Drucker - Evening Meetings Committee 

From: Martha. Hi 11 

hw we suggest that the Evening Meet ings Committee consider for next 

semester a. visit of one or two days by George Amberg , Curator of the 

Department of Dance and Theater Design of the Museum of Modern Art? 

I would suggest one evening meeting with slides from the coliection 

of the Museum of Modern Art and a short discussion by M:r . Amberg and 

several meetings with students who are particularly interested in 

the Performing Arts. I am enclosing a list of possible subjects 

which he has given me. I think perhaps something that deals with 

a combination of the first three titles illustrated with slides 

would be interesting for the Community and subjects 4 and 5 would 

be interesting for the major students in the Performing Arts. 



INTEROFFICE MEMO Bennington College 

To Mr . Drucker, Evening Meetings Committee Date July 24, 1944 

From Martha Hill Re: George Amberg

If the Evening Meetings Committee desides to invite George Amberg of the 
Museum of Modern Art for several days next year, we think one of his meetings 
should be put at a time when members of the community could come. It should 
not be announced as a large evening meeting of wide interest. The plan of 
this meeting would be to show slides of dance of various periods and styles 
with very brief talk and explanation. Since the Museum of Modern Art has an 
excellent col lection of slides, this meeting may be of interest to people other 
than students in the Performing Arts. We shall want to schedule him for several 
small meetings also. Herta Moselsio talked to George Amberg in New York and 
said she was very much impressed with him. 
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August 29 19441 

~~ 
~. . 
µf. George Amberg. Curator 
Department of Dance and Theater Design
The Museum of Modern Art 
11 Yie t 53rd Street 
Uew York 19, Nev. York 

L 

'The performing arts faculty at Bennington College would 
,like ~ery•much to have, you ~isit the College sometime ·in Ootober 
to 'g;jve ,an eveninr;

1
lecture illustrated with slides to which the 

community would be invit_d; and also to meet informally the next 
da:r. ·i th 

1
t o 1or- t!~ee · smallor; groups of students :\lfi th speoi_a_l~.,!._ed' 

interest in, tJ:?._e perfominl!;-_!arta. We would sur;gest Thur~day1 ai:id. 
Friday, October 26th and 27th vrith October 12th , and 13th, o. _ 
aeoond choice. • 

The evening lectures usuall~ last from forty to forty.~fiv~. -
mim.rtes followed 1 by a question period of half an hour. Tho mt"dienoe 
would ·9onsi!3t of th~ stude~t body and faculty numbering about three
hundr,ed and fif~. - 1 

■ 

Our budr,et f'or evanin , meetinr,s1 is r.ather: HmltBd and 
we can offer nn honorariun of only $26 _plus your traveling o;~ponses 
but we snould' b~ happy to ant~r.tain "'-:,rou •while you tire hare.. . 

I 

We . hope -ver!r inuc_¾.1 ~}:l . t you car:;,. aooept _ ou~. invJ-tatt~:;i. 

Sincerely yours, . 
- I 

Majorie Beebe J 

S~c~~tary, ·eetings Committee 

• r 
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I -

I -
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J. 

■ 
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OF MODERN ART THE MUSEUM 
NEW YORK 19 II WEST 53rd STREET 

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5·8900 

CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF DANCE AND THEATER DESIGN 

GEORGE AMBERG, CURATOR September 11, 1944 
O F C- !l"'E OF 

SEN NINGTOil C1 1 .LEGE. 

Miss Marjorie Beebe 
Bennington College 
Bennington, Vermont 

Dear Miss Beebe: 
---------

On my return from my vacations I found your 
letter of August 29; hence the delayed answer. I whish to 
thank you very much :for your kind invitation which I [;lad ly 
accept. October 26th and 27th would be convenient dates for 
me. 

Although I had no time yet to consider a 
definite subject I should like to suggest 'Function and 
Design in modern stage setting 1 as a tentative subject and 
title. However if you have any specific whiehes please do 
not hesitate to write me. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Dr. GeorgeAmberg
Curator 

/ 
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_ Dr. Amberg has accepted for Thursday and Friday, Oct. 26 & 27. 
~~ 

■ "' 
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He .suggests "Function and Design in Modern Stage Setting" as a title 
for his evening talk. Do you approve of this? Also do you want to 
write to nim about a topic for his two special meetings on Friday? (I 
think you suggested one at 11 a.m. and one at 5 p.m.) I'll be glad to 
wri to tho letter if you tel 1 me wliat to say. We will put him up in the 

I I ., : 
- I 

~: r.;uest room f'or the two ni hts. ■ ■ ■ 
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- r - I Also will you pleas let me know where the two special ■ ~· ■ 
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meetings will be held and let me have something for a notice in 
e k ,.,hen the time comes? - r : ..y I. 
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BENNINGTON COLLEGE 
BENNINGTON , VERMONT 

Mr. George Amberg. Curator 
Dorartment of Dance and Theater
Thu Museum of Modern Art
11 est 53rd Street 
few York 19. New York 

Dour Mr, Amberg

fter our cQnvereation the 
plun to vies 1,' 1•jorie Be · be ror 
to Dennington College. 

September 29. 1944 

Des i gn 

( 
other day. I am aendin the following 
Evening Meetings appro or ;your viei t 

C: :__ 

Thur day, October 28th, 7s35 p4m•~ heatre T lk, i tr~ted with 
sli os. on Function and Design in Mode o Settir. "• I told you. 
thia will Q~ gw.ert ... l audience bu't illelu tudente in da.--ice lllld 
drama. Acoording to the Benningto;V9 legc pl for Evening Meetins
talks a.re usually about 45 nd.nutilo~ lengtl lov.rod by an intermi sion 
ond then a discu~sion p@riQd.. 

Friday, October 27th,. ·i-· • 
in Structure e.nd S~-yl e 
in rchit cture ~ the 
graph.y and the 'ergusso 
gl'owt.h oi' the Thursday 
definite lin~ that you 

hursd y Qisc 

l'rid Yi• OctobfJr ~7t· 6 a00• 6 alo , Studeut Lowigth 1·a1k: on th col-
leot1one, r ary and ~ being done in the dep~rtment of thel;ltre design 
and de.nee t the l!useum. o · Modern Art rlth references to archi 'tee in 
variou& cen 1n Eur 1, 

If you h~te euggestione to 1118.k:e, woul o you phou• me at 
Hew Yo~k University or at home the first p rt of the week, or -write me 
at Bennington College. 

Sinoerely yours . 

Martha Hill

MH/mlh 



For College Week (October 24th issue) 

I.!r . George Amberg Curator in the Department of' Dance and Theatre Design ~• 
of the Museum of l.wdern rt in New York wi ll give talks 

Thursday, 7:35 p.m. Theatre 
Tulk on "Function and Design in Modern Stage Setting" 
Illustrated with slides from the collection of the 
Museum of Modern Art 

Friday, 11: 00 e. .m., Student Lounge 
Continue d discussion following Mr •. Amber g ' s Thursday night 
talk . 

Friday, 5:00 p .m., Student Lounge 
Talk on the theatre and dance archives and museums with 
po.rticular reference to the work being done at the Museum
of Modern Art. 



Guest List: 
Amberg
Czajas
Hill
Bales

Fergus sons 
Ortiz
J d 'Estournelles 
&Iv Smiths

Holts 
Knaths 

"''ron: 

Supplies ordered: 
1 doz. cokes 
2 doz. beer 
sandwiches for 21 

,,. 

Has enc lever 
~ 

Moselsios 
:C',u o.ro o )"'(...:. -.' -j :.,r ., c 

'l'h~1r,,C:<:.y v niv;;, 01.,·i, •, · c.fth, 

B nnin~t011 Collegei 
October 23 1944

l;) )Cl\rty . e,.➔; the Czajas on 
• tr-,:, 1 ,:,tur5, to m•1~t 

~ r . -~ o,:• ; . ..'O • '. ' ;,) .L ,: l)U ,t>l e 1 ~- ? ~-'l~ 3 ebc kr.ow ,shether 
c.1i .10; .rou er~ o.blo tt> c. ,!'>'f 



------•-i2 _________ ,.., ...... _, ____ ..,,,,,....,_ld~ ...... -•-"'--'HO---C-i3 ... ,r;;:at. ~==--.,....-~,=~---•-'-o-L•.---.» 

I 

Friday 

Bennington College 
October 26, 1944 

GENERAL MEETINGS Nor ICE 

11:00 a .m. Student Lounr;e 

Informal discussion group with Dr . Amberg 

Friday 5:00 p .m. Student lounge 

Dr . Amberg will t a lk on the theatre and 
dance archives and museums with particular 
reference to t he work being done at the 

Museum of Modern Art 

,_,_..,_,.,..~►-> Oltlet an ... ''ki?-ol!iii6bl B .a •• •~--------------~-
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• 
Dr : George Amberg • 
Department or Dance and Theater 

1 The, ruseum of ffodarn Art 
11 West 53rd. Street 
New Yor~ 19,, New York 

I I .. I ■-

Dear J?~ •. Amberg • 
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• 
.-I run askinr: the Comptroller ',.s 

Offioe to send you a cheok for your 
.honorarium and if you will send mo v. ~ 
eta~ement showing the wnount of your 
~ravelinc expenses in eonneotion with 

. . 

your reoont visit to Benninc;ton., I nhall: - • 
be glad to see that you receive a. check 1 _ _ 

~o oover them. I 

I I 

The entire oo:mnunity enjoyed 
y_oµr talks :tre~endou.ely and wa hope that 
you •cnn visi~ us again sometime. • 
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THE MUSEUM 
NEW YORK 19 

OF MODERN ART 
11 WEST 53rd STREET 

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5·8900 

CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK 

DANCE ARCHIVES 

GEORGE AMBERG, CURATOR 
9 November 1944 

Dear Mi s s Beebe: 

I wish to thank you for the check covering 
the honorarium for the lecture, in addition 
to which I spent i lO. for transportation. 

I was very hap~y to have had the opportunity 
of talking to so ap~reciative and interesting 
an audience, and I enjoyed the hospitality 
of the College during these few days very 
much indeed . 

~incerely yours, 

George Amberg
Curator 

Miss Marjorie Beebe, · 
Secretary, Meetings Co~mittee, 
Bennington CoJlege, 
Bennington, Verrri.ont. 

li-A:vh 




