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;.JIGHT PIECS (1964) Louis Calabro 
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INTERMISSION 

1-.n opera by Ralph Vaughn-Villiar~s 
Play by E 1H. Synge 

Conductor - ~·dchael Finckel 

A fis!l:i.ng co ttat;e i:i the Aran Islancs off 
the coast o f I reland. 

Nora ••. Elizabeth Swados 

Cathleen .. , Shelli=y White 

Maury a !:Janey Hirsche 

Bartley . . • • . • • . • • • .Timothy Baker 

Keeni!\ '?; Women ~ 
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Cathe-t".it",.Ji': S.at t P'dee 
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~ 1i SS a '1ifo:i. t2 
J...nne Ff';_"1ee1€r 
Viaria. 'Willtams 

Cellists : Geo~ge Finckel 

Bass ; 

Gael Aicock 
Ch'rist:op-her F{ackel -. 
Martha Siegel 
Constance Wallace 

Nariarme Finckel 



RIDERS TO THE SEA 

The story takP.s place in the primitive surround­
ings of the Aran Islands off the coast of Ireland. 

Nora comes into her poor cottage with a bundle 
of clothes and whispers to her sister ~ Cathleen. The 
clothes have been taken off a drovmed man in Donegal 
and given to Hora by a young priest who cautions her not 
to open tre b1r'.:-'l.le with her sister while her mot

1
her is 

present, for f e&r the clothes belong to i.,fichael, a son 
who has been 'f:'.issing at sea for nine or ten days. Haurya 
(the mother)enters just after the girls have hidden the 
clothes in the turf loft. 

Another son , Bartley, enters, after the girls have 
told their mother that he will be taking a grey pony to 
the fair in Connemara . She is reluctant for him to go 
because the wind is rising from the south and west and 
the sea wj.11 be bad. Bartley enters ~ announces his 
nee C:. for a rope to make a halter with which to lead t :1e 
pony dmm to the boat. He is scolded by his mother for 
leavin~, but rs:oes . nevertheless. tfaurya stubborngly re­
fuses to pi v:> h-i.u! her blessing• but when he has gone ~ 
she laments ar.d predicts that they will not see him a.!ai'Q. 

It is a bad omen not to give someone your blessing, 
so Cathleen ent r eats Naurya to go down to the spring 
well and give him some bread that has been baking in the 
fire and give him her blessing then. The old lady is 
hesitant to go , since it is hard for her to walk, but 
Nora gives her a cane and she leaves. In the meantime , 
the two sisters open the bundle of clothes they have 
hidden and discover that, indeed , they are Michael 1 s , 
but resolve not to tell their mother , while Bartley is 
on the sea . 

When t he mother r eturns, she still has the 
bread, and she begins to keen. Cathlees t r ies to 
find out what is wrong . The old l ady has had a 
bision down at the spring of her son riding on h i s 
red mare and leading the grey pony with the ghost 
of Michael on it. i"lichael is wearing fine clothes 
and new shoes on his feet. Thi s was a bad omen and 
it confirmed Maurya ' s foreboding that Bartley would 
be los t at s ea . 

She f r :f.ghtens the girls with a recotatopm pf 
her vision. Then , coming out of her trance , she 
enumerates the various ways her sons have been lost 
at sea. Tragically~ at this moment , Bartley ' s 
body is carried in , completing the group of six sons 
who have died at sea . He is blessed ) along with 
the other sons, to the accompaniment of keening 
women~ who have come in with the body. 

The final benediction , as the scene come to a 
close : 

i:v.7hat more can we want than that - no man at 
all can be l iving forever, and we must be satisfi ed." 
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