
Bennington College 

To Student Guides: 

There is a. certain amount of information about the College whioh a student 
guide should have on the tip of: her tongue g 'When a student is employed for 
the purpose of showing visitors a.round the campus, giving the:n perhaps the only 
impression which they will ever have of Bennington, she should be able to ans1;-er 
some of the more elementary questions put to hero 

The following list of miscellaneous facts is b,J.Sed on the rand.um inquiries 
ma.de by visitors. Some of them are unimportant and uni:c:terest:i.ng. The most 
important questions., and the lee.st often asked, are not listed. They can onl;y· 
be answered by ea.eh guide' s general understanding o.f' the College, and ofte:o . for 
such questions, the vlsitor should be referred to the proper person ir>. the 6ollei;e 

If guides have been asked questions which they have found ha.rd to e.nslf:er • 
it would be a help to the office to be informed of these questions. 

Beginning of the 
College 

Buildings ar..d grounds 

In 1923 a group of people in Old Ber.mingto:ri., 
led by Dr. Booth• met to discuss the po::;,dbility 
of starting a college for women in :Sennin;;ton. 
A series of conferences followed in New York and 
in Be11.ni11gton., atten.ded by 508 ecl.ucntors., school 
and college heads$ parents.,, etc., Out of this 
group crone the decision to try on the college levd 
the methods e.nd si.ims already prac,ciced by the be<·,,;cr 
"progressive 11schools. 

The Board of Trustees wo.s f'ol':1ed, ~;ml ·;,.1·,:· ' .. ;1_cu.•t3r 
secured., in 1925. Roberlt D. Leigh wv.s 0J.cct, .. .i 
president in 1928 and started p1·epa.rir:g_ €th 1 a •. :i.onul 
plans., 

College opened in 1932. This is the c:i.r,rhth year 
of the college., 

Architects for the early builclh'l ;":' vrere Ames and 
Dodge, Boston; for Fairview and the p•ospectivEi 
Theatre, Van der Gra.cM:; and Kilham, 1·cw Yorke 

The original size of the propc Jty was 140 acres. 
It is now 350 acres o The original tni.ct was g5.ven 
to the College by the heirs of Mrs, Frederick Jennings 1 

and the rest was bought last year. 



Tuition
Costs, etc. 

Admission 

.. 2 ... 

The College has an endowment of only $150.,000. 
Pc operates mainly on ·the tuitions reoeived. It is 
one of the few colleges in the co~ntry which operates 
on this plan. It is e.lso one of the few- colleges 
in which students on full tuition pay the 'Whole cost 
of their educatioll. In most other colleges th0re Cl.re 
endowments which permit a lower tuition for e.11 students, 
so ·chat even those without e.ny scholarship or reduction 
often pay no more than half of' wrr..e.-c it costs to teach 
them. It is, however, one of Bennington's policies 
that those who can pay should do so. The College 
always balanced its budget and has no debts. The 
buildings and equipw.ent are 1tifts rrom f:dends and 
foundations. £he budget is one half~mtllion dollars. 

Tuition is $1000 Room and Board $650, Health
Fee $25, Total $1675 Thare ara no extras; i.0~ 
additional ohe.rges for muaie, art, danc:i.nr.; lesson3, etc. 

The percentage of students receivine reduced tuition 
is e:pproxiw.ately 35%. Tu:i.tion reductfonrs ure grarJ;od 
on the baai.s of need aa well aa on the biu::la or 
scholarship, pe!"sona.lity • character, etc. ri'lost other 
colleges grEmt ·them on tho ba3is of· schc&a:::tfo abili'hy 
as measured by ecimnetit:i.va e,::a.mir.&.tions. 

Requirements: sncceas.ful no::iroleHon of high school 
is the minimum z-equirom(;;nt. Fa.Hu.re in one field or 
school work does not dit1<;tualify the e.pr,licarrh 
~ovided t!!.e.J:. this ls.ck is componsatod for by out>'.rtanding 
ability in other fialdth 

Evidenoe Ol1 v:hlch decisions cor-corning ap ,·1:i.ce.nts 
are madei (1) e. p0rsonal in-t:erview; (2) e:ohool records
indicating grades range of inhn•er:.d;;., purpoue, ability 
to tako initiative and do independent work; (3) 
standard scholastic ap·l;itur..e tes·i; antl reading teat .. 

Applications r;hould be made at least a y-3a.r before 
c·Pti1.ll?ling to enter; i·i; ic ossent:lal to 1~11ke them befo1·e 
April1st. AppHcationc r.iade after t}Jis ch-1:ce w:1.11 ba 
considered for -t.he rese!'Vo list only. 'l'he orde1• in 
which appliea.tions are received is not adie-ter•mi-r.ing 
factor in any other respect. 

Roughly, one ou~ of four applicants ie accepted. 

c~ 
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School of 
the Arte 

1£isce1 laneoua 
fi~ures 
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The college has no summer school. For the past 
five yea.rs therE> has been a separo:be School of' ·l:;he Dance., 
v,hioh went to Jfiilla Col loge last summer for its sixth 
and now last year. Beginning with the suw::ner or 1940, 
a. new school of the Arts ,rill be in oper~.t:l.on 11 which 
will inoe>rpo:rato tha School of the Dance. The Ben­
nington School of the Arts wilJ. funct;io:..1. as a separate 
autonomous tlltit as the School oi' the Danoe has done in 

the pa.st, but it will bo more closely relr.:i.t.ed to the 
College in its program. 

No. of' s"Gudento a there is a 1:i..mj_ted en.rollment of' 
250, which is the number the college he.s built to 
a.ocomodate • 

No. or faeultys about 55, about 12 of whom e.rs 
pa. rt ... t im,g. About ,_6(1._% maii, . 40% wornG:m • 

No. of ~tudent oa~ 01Jruere: 2o% to 25% 
No. of. volmnes in the lib:re.ry: 19,000. Additions 

a.re being made at the n.\te of' 2000 fl yeai~. 




