Gallcy May 19, 1969
A PARTIAL REMINDIR
It is curious, in vicw of the fact that all, or ncarly all, Bennington
scniors, having boen cducated in the usc of the Inglish language
and graduat:d froua the nation's Liglh: schoel, aluost to the point of
nausca, that so many nis-gcntencoes are still in cvidonce.
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Miss Dorccn Scidler has rouccntly obscrved with rogard to last spring s_?en
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n-rooms controversy that "thc parictals woes uscdee..as a vchicle for the cox-
pression of profound discnchantnent and regret with the apparcnt dircetion in
whicl Bennington scened to be wmoving." Puzzled, a ncweoncry I begin to sce
light=—it wasn't nen-in-roons at all. It was discnchantmoent and rogroet. Uhy,
it was all a shan, it was all a vchicle for coxprossion.

But why that vehiclc? I murnur, still puzzlced. Ghy not usc language, say

what's rcgrottable and discnchanting? Therc is rmuch to reconmend this prac-
tices langucge is recady-to-hand, oftcn understood, capablc of clarity and gracce.
JOf coursc, it is difficult; it oftcn secms casicr, safor; to obfuscate and
beeloud the "real issuc" beohind the scizure of an irrclevant onc (espeeially when
we can't quite got clear what the real onc is).¥ -

Jas nen-in-roonmg irrclevant? What was the source of HMiss Scidler's discn-
chantnent? ot Bennington's failurcs as an cxperincntal college=-she cexplicitly
rcjects thats "It is a gross confounding, nay, a profanation, to associatec
the nen in rooms issuc with the notion of an cxperincntal college." Not thate.
But what? It was, apparcntly, "lorger concerns with cducational policy and
oricntation". Have thesc concerns, then, nothing to do with the notion of an
sxperinental collcge? Surcly Miss Scidler neans that it was preciscely this
notion wiich occupicd Lcr,

But the talk, rcmomber, was non-in-rocms, and it wasn't handed dowm from
heaven. Who scoms to have profancd and confounded? Miss Scidler covers this
srounds "ilhether the hours issuc was the best or potentially most successful ©
vehicle for the cxpression of thosc concorns is not properly at issuc hore.™
It is now at issuec. It was not. \

John Cairns

*I have heard it said that Bennington studcnts souetincs ncglect deveclopment
in Vestorn nodes of thought in thier inpaticnce to look eastward: I rofor you
to a recent work by onc of ny poct colleagues—"If God Wantcd Mc to Road the
Mibetan Book of the Dead Hec Would Have Made Me Tibotan".





