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A PARTIAL REMINDER

It i s curious 9 i n view of the fact that all, or nearly all, Bennington 
soniors 9 having been educated in the use of the English language
and graduated from the nation'shigh school. almost to the point of 
nausea that so many mis-sentences are s till i n ovidcnco. 

Miss Doreen Seidler has recently observed with regards t o last spring' s men-

in-rooms controve r sy thatt "the parietals was used... as a vohiclo for tho ex-

pr ess i on of profound disenchantment and regret with the apparent dirocti on in_ 

which Bennington soonod to be moving." Puzzled, a newcomer, I bogin to soc 

light--i t wasn' t men-in-rooms at all . It was disenchantment and regret. Why,
it was all a sham, it was all a vehicle for oxpross i on. 

But why that v ehicle? I uurr.lur 9 s till puzzlud. Why not use language say

what's regrettable and disenchanting There ismuch to recommend this prac-

t ice? language is roady-to-hand9 often understood9 capable of claritty and grace.

J f courso 9 it is difficu lt ? it often seems easier, safer to obfuscate and

becloud the "real issue" behind the soizur o of an irrelevant one ( especiallywhen

we can't quito get clearwhat the real one is).* 

Was men-in-rooms irro l ovant? What was tho source of Miss Seidler' s dison-

chantment No t Bennington'a failures as an experimental col loge--shc explicitly 

r ejects that: "It is a gross confounding9 nay , a profanntion 9 to associat e 

tho men in roons issuo with tho not i on of an experimentalcollege." Not that. 

But what? It was, apparently "larger conc e rns with educatonal policy and 

ori entat i on". Have these concor ns 9 then nothi ng t o do with the notion of an 

experimental college? Sur ely Miss Seidler mean that it was precisely t his 
notion whicl1 occup i ed her.

But tho talk 9 remeber, was men-in-rooms and it wasn't t handed down from

heaven Who seems to have profaned and confounded? Miss Seidler covers this 

ground: "Whether the hours i ssuo was t he bost or pot enti a lly most successful = 

vehicle for tho oxpross ion of t hoso conc e rns is not properly at i ssue here." 
It is now at i ssue. It was not. 

Jolm Cairns 
*I have heard it said that Bennington s tudonts sometimes neglect development
in Western modes of thought in theirimpatience to look eastward: I referyou 
to a recent work by one of my poet colleagues - "If God Wanted Me to Read the
Tibetan Book of tho DeadHe Would Have Made Me Tibetan".




