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MASS EDUCATION A WEAPON IN WQRLD POWER STRUGGLE,
BENNINGTON PRESIDENT WARNS

Russian Education Severely Restricted by Party Line,
Kathleen Harriman, Daughter of Commerce Secretary Repcrts

Educators must not let todﬁy's unprecedented influx of students into colleges
sidetrack them fraom their most urgent task of restating democratic values, Lewis
Webster Jones, president of Bennington College, warned last night (Monday, Oct. 21).
He spoke at a "caming-of-age" dinner given at the Cosmopolitan Club by Bennington
trustees to celebrate the 2lst amniversary of the "Bermington Idea" for individual-
ized college education for women.

Pointing out that no country can afford not to educate its citizenry,

Dr. Jones declared that "mass education, whether we like it or not, has become a

weapon in the international struggle for power." While it is a simple problem of
indoctrination and force for a totalitarien regime, "for the democracies, the task
is more complex, but infinitely more valuable to the future of humanity," he said.

The two million students crowding into colleges this year have created an
educational revolution unequalled in the world's history, according to Dr. Jones.
He added: "It will be a tragic day for American civilization snd for a world
desperately in need of new faith and direction in human values if this unparalleled
renaissance of interest in and hunger for educuation is permitted to derail our
colleges and universities, instead of inspiring them to take leadership in finding
the new goals end values we must have for survival.

"We have a blind faith in something called education. We have tended to

regard it as a kind of mechanical can-opener to full employment end the good




















