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PRIMAVERA

She picked flowers in the fields near Enna:
roses and violets, hyacinths, lilies and narcissi.
The World and the Sea smiled.
Prosephone was choosing the most radiant flower when Pluto
stole her away in a golden carriage
to his infernal kingdom.
Wwhen Prosephone's mother Ceres heard her daughter's awful cries,
her heart was stricken with pain.
Rending her golden hair,
she searched over the earth for her beloved Prosephone.
The world then became bleak and empty, as
Ceres' fury conjured up famine and miserable pestilence.
At length, Pluto was ordered by Zeus to return Prosephone to her mother.
But he had given her four pomegranate seeds
so she would be forced
to return to his Empire every year.
when Ceres and Prosephone were joined,
Earth's glad music was newly heard,
and its shining sun,
and the fragrant narcissi,
were again felt in the air.
Prosephone had returned,
and with her

the Spring.

Adapted by Monty Brinsley-Motto from Olga Tonkelson's
transiation of Homer's 'Hymn to Demeter’.
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