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The nationalist implications of BlackS t udi es suggest
that white people lose theirprevalent visibility in d e t e r mi n i ng 
the direc ti on of Black students. Acknowledging tha t t he so-
ci e ty and, the r e f or e, that soci e ty' s ins tituti on s , are i Eh e r ent ly 
and helplessly r a ci s t in nature d oos pr of ound things to that
victim' s vi ew of the world. 

I n e duca ti on the r a ci sm lie s i n s tudi e s which u s u a lly make 
no p r e t e n se s of cultura l affinitytoward that Bla ck student. 
That the studi e s c ommon to white America are just as r e l evant 
t o bla ck Ame ricans c a n n o t at thi s p oin t b e deni e d, it i s r ea-
lity, as a r e Bla ck f o l k s. That thes e same stu di e s are vi tal, 
in that they enrich his life , thd t thoy i n f or m of the contribu-
ti ons of othe r cultures othe r than h i s own are in thi s c ontext 
go od . 

Ra r e ly do these s t u di es run down the simple facts that he/ s he 
i s Black which e stabli s h e s a relationship with the world and 
es t ablis h es its e lf. Jazz as a " classical music, J oh n Coltrane
as Johann Sebastian Bach, Afric a as America Huey Newt on as his
Bla ck se lf, me as y ou, are some of the vi tal ( e s sential to life) 
poss ibilities which Bla ck pe op l e are c o11si de ring when educat i on 
( know l e dge d e rived fr on experi enc e ) i s r e duc e d to " whit e taught
by whit e". 

Because Bla ck p eo ple i s essentiallya n ew if no t r adica l 
i dea f or America t he ev olut i on i s necessarily s l ow ( Chekov before 
Hughes , Becke tt bef or e J ones ). Th i s i 3 a ft e r all, onl y the 
begi nni ng . Black studies i s y oung despit e: t he f a ct that i t 
should pervade whit e studies as shoul d all c u l tur es . 

Black Stu di es must be by necessity i mmedia t e l y f or Bl ack 
p eopl e . It i s that simple.

At Benni ngt on College t he sense of i mmed i a c y whi ch must per-
v ade t he es t ablishment of a pr ogram of Bl a ck Studies d i mi nish es 
i n essentiallya s chool of white s t u dents. That the school urges 
t he s t u d ent to purs u e what be must i s n o t b e i n g que sti oned i n 
thi s statement. The immediate issue b e cones one of Bl a c k stu-
den t s rather tha n of Black Studies. An increased number of Bl a ck 
stud ent s demands a sens itivity t o his cultu r a l n ee ds a s a Bl ack 
per son . He nc e Bla c k Studies. The s e n ee ds aft er a ll we r e c r eated 
by Black pe ople . Ge orge Edwa rd Pitts 




