
13enningtoL College_; 13enningtoL . Vermonl..J 

Fe ruar~ ~, 941. 

Dear Ro ert: 

ritte 1 aying t t I oul 
1 · e to mo .r t the D part ent in mind, but 
I su0 ect the hole thing has lo o r. ft r 

r constructe y con ersation ith 
Apple I a~ lea ing, an the implicat·onQ 

~e thet t er organization cont lat _ d met 
o Losit·on, that the neat lan o~ achie ing unity 
by a ding anoth r an o that ryon could doles 
and teke in mor ould complicate po much aQ sim-
lify. 

I ha e sen almo~t ev ryo e int e i is·on 
and a 1 re ntirely agre ble to the · a or 

a ine Polanyi attac ed tote college on no­
pay b~ is, is support to b r Tied by fou da­
t·on. He is no e er agitat db or that 
t e -ome Offic i trying to ac·litat the 
artur of h. ~f and d ughter n i they s ould 

c~ e oTer I urpo eh would ork out another 1 n 
for 1941-42. 

. -
Mildr 's uggestion a out th Mee y•~ etor­

·ne th ir furniture in Hall hou I comffiunicat d an 
Julia rerlied to Jan -tout comm nting on thi 
point. · r gath rine ome mar data on th 
hou Gr e an Toni d ~ince Julia ed inter-
ested. 

Jo es is ~till in Al any be in-
Mrs. Isac i in N. Y. nd eryl 

o tat h Joneses r o .e tarily 
on re- er asi Le 1° is 0 ho ·ng no 0 igns of 
the re ugee complex ·1ch a d elo~ing y life 

mong ~nglis omen. 

Jean joins me in be 0 t wishe. 



·-

.... 

r. Thoma P. Brockway
nnington Colle e 

Bennington. V rmont 

Dear Tom._ 

165 East 
ew Yor,. • N. Y. 

February a. 1941 

I rather relieved to her that the Department of Agriculture 
position is not .oing to materialize, lthough I kno it would be n in-
teresting experience. · 

I have seen Dr. Polanyi recently I have tried to help him in 

,· 

having his wife nd daughter brought her. He is in a fac1lty suite, you 
rno • so that they can be acaommodnted this seo.ester. He will prob bly find 
another plaa to live off o mpus for next year. I think there is a pr tty 
good li lihood that he will get support provided by foundation to m.aint in 
his family next year. I run t lking with the man in charge of the Rooke rel ler 
Foundation next ionday and h ve already talked with ,alter Stew rt who · i much 
interested in-his thesi. 

It look no as ir Han Mueller a German refugee ho ie taking 
Charles Smith's nd Purves's place for the semester. will ·live in Hall House. 
I hope the cCamy like the house occupied by Greg and Tony. It seems to me 

pr tty good one and in a good location. 

I remember at meeting of the Hou e dvisor you spok of' a complaint 
h ving been de by one of the students th t her parents when they visited the · 
campus ere given lit-tle recognition end that one parent spoke quite critically 
of having been asked for money and nav r having been greeted at Bennington by 
any official person. I wonder if you rememb r who the person as. It would Keep 
us from making a mistake 1n approaching p rents in one or two oases this year. 
Our policy in the President's offioe and the Information Office i not to insist 
that students bring their parents to & e us but of course e always welcome the 
opportunity to meet them. The tudents t the Col le~ nd, suspe~t, most of 
the parents rather 1 i o the freedom of l ving the p rents vi it the oampu without 
formalities On the other hand I have found things like this happening or than
once where a parent with a great deal of prestige due to cash h ·s be used to a 
lot o~ attention from some pr ,.,at school head and has expected this attention to 
continue when her_ daughter c e to Coll ge. We .try to treat th all like but 1n -
s0t:1e cases it hurt_s the f elings of this sort of p rent. 

Sinoerely yours, 

Robert D. Leigh ~ 
President 




