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The title is a line from a poem by Dylan Thomas

This is a legend of the heart's life
The a ction ta k. es place in a room and the halls of an ancient hou se o 

It concerns threesisters "doom-eager" a s the three Bronte sisters ere 
"doom-eager" to fulfill their destiny

I t concerns the restless pacings of' the heart on some winter e ening Ther e 
are remembrances of childhood certaindramatizations of well-known objects
dreams of romance hatreds bred of longings a nd madness . It is "imagination
kindled atantigue fire ".

There are "Deaths and Entrances" of hopes fears remembrances dreams. and
there is u ltimate vision

This is essential1y a legend or poeticexperience rather than story of incident .. 
In the secret life of the heart there re invisibleactors and "Deaths e.nd 
Entrances" with no barri.. ers of period or time Rather there is suspension of 
' ime are the subequent intensification of experience at t ho sight of some simple 
r memberr ed object; a shell a glas s gobl et a vase.

A : ll of the objects are used in this sense rather than as stage properties to
accom pany some specific action . The Whole is pre ented as action due to inten-
'. J:_,,., of experience rather than as everyday seen ehavi orofbody

The three sister s Jane Dudley 
Sophie Maslow
Martha Graham

The three remembered ohi ldren: Pearl Lang
Ethel Bu tl er
Nina Fonaroff

Merce Cunningham

Robert Horan
John Butler 



!'..us i ~ o m:rposed by Hunter Johnson
Artistic Collaborator Arch Lauterer 

Musical Director Louis Horst 
Pianist: Helen Lanfer

The set and properties are by Aroh Lauterer 
Choreography by Martha Graham 

Cast . Jane Dudley, Sophie Maslow Ethel Butler. NinaFonaroff
Pear1 Le.ng 

2.

Erick Hawkins Merce Cunningham Robert Horan, John Butler 

Lights: MerrellHopkins,. Joann Straus
Stage crew: Rita Friedman Audrey c. Stern 

Practice Costumes designed and executed by Charlotte Trowbridge

This is pr sentedas a pre-viewrather than as performance The costumes are 
practice clothes rather than the costumes designed for the work. The costumes 

w1:1J :1 be designed lateraround the feeling and action of the pieoe and will 
prebably give a sense of period slightly in order to theatricalize that is. 
.o make apparent tha t this is the imagined life of certain very human people

; hi s work was egunat Bennington last summer in that the music was planned here. 
.he w rk was commissioned by Bennington College Hunter Johnson t he composer
was in residence here at thattime and consulta tions were held Tho actual com-
posi tion ofthework took place in Benson , North Carolinawhere Mr. Johnson liveth 
itw s then sent to Martha Graham in New York and the dance compositi on was begun
there and finished here at Bennington College this summer

"I feel I could net have completed this work without the help of Le isllorst in 
..e capacity of musical director and critic and the creativ work and advice of 
Arch Lauterer Bennington Col lege has made this collaborationwithHunter Johnson, 

Louis Horst and ArchLautererpoasibleo I am deeply grateful for Lewis Jones 
Making .. is possible and t o MarthaHill for her valued cooperation. I hope that 
7 ' • . r J. t;'.' >e completedthe piece and have it fired by the e.ot or performances
that itwill prove worthy ofthefaithand great help given me.."
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