
To: The Community and Judicial Review Board 
From: Judicial 

On Monday June 10 207students, after signing the attached petition, 
agreed at' a Judicialmeeting to their own expulsion for breaking t he 
parietal regulations. Judicial, in supporting those students, therefore 
expels them and submits their names for review to the Judicial Review 
Board. 

We wish to make clear that these students are attempting optimally to 
make possible something like the following: 
1. a complete suspension of the rules for next term, in order t hat they 
in conjunction with other students and faculty may reorganize the com-
munity politically in an effort to find a way of articulating fo r them-
selves meaningful and proper areas of autonomy 

2. a continuation of the process of self-study that might occur i n 
this way--
a. classes would be suspended from September to Long Weekend; so would 
panels and committees; 
b. any classes that students wanted to attend and that teachers wanted 
to teach would be held, but students and teachers would assume full 
responsibility for arranging their particular activities 
c. the community would spend this period of time exploring various 
curricular possibilities as a way of redefining itself academical l y 
and as a community of teachers and students 

We ask you to be responsive to the foregoing as possibilities and t o 
determine immediately whether these 207 students are expendable . 
If they are not, then we ask you to support them in their effort to find 
creative alternatives to the disaffection which is so wide-spread on this 
campus among students and faculty. 

The proposals and possibilities for curricular change exist; these 
students stand for the necessity of making meaningful exploration; we 
submit their names to the Judicial Review Board and their action to the 
community. 

The Judicial Committee 
June 11, 1968 



.June 11, 1968 
Bennington College 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT ON JUDICIAL DECISION 

Two hundred nine people have signed the attached pettition 
on parietal regulations. The Judicial Committee has decided 
to recommend the expulsion of all two hundred nine students. 
We will attempt to give the historyofand reasons for our 
action. 

Judicial has been concerned about the state of the community 
and community government all term. We felt that student support 
for rules and regulations, and student responsibility for 
re gulating life in the houses were two principles absolutely 
essential to Bennington community government. We believed that 
the nature of Judicial was such that it could not operate with-
out considerable student support. Realizing that an overwhelming 
numberof students did not support the parietal regulations, 
we felt the best way of upholding the principles of Bennington 
community government would be to act this term on the basis of 
a standard of consideration, working at the same time to convince 
the Constitutional Council that the rules should be changed. 

The Judicial Committee has also been concerned about the 
fact that this issue of rules for men in rooms has at times 
seemed to overshadow the more important educational issues. 
We felt students were disturbed by problems in the academic 
areas of the Colleg e that were similar to problems in community 
government - an increasing rig idity and bureaucratization . 
We b elieved that the disaffection with government could not 
be treated without treating also these larger problems . We felt 
this recognition of the inseparability of the curricular and 
the extra-curricular was also in the Bennington tradition. 

During the course of the term we have watched the hypocrisy
in breaking the parietal regulations increase and spread to 
other aspects of the college. We became more and more disturbed. 
Finally, last Friday, the Constitutional Council made its 
decision on the parietal regulations. It supported the faculty 
and administration and turned down the student proposal. 

This particular rule, then, had been through all consti-
tutional channels. The next step was revision of the constitu-
tion. During the time such a procedure requires, however , we 
feared t wo unfortunate results. Either hypocrisy would become 
a way of life here, or compliance to the regulations would be 
forced on students from above. In addition, we had no reason 
to b elieve that students would have a real voice in the changing 
of the constitution. 

Members of the committee were aware of deep concern on the 
part of many students over this issue, Some members of the 
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committee, acting as individuals, joined other students in 
deciding one of the best ways of channelling this discontent 
would be a petition stressing the desire for constructive activity 
and basic change. The attached statement was circulated by this 
group of individuals and around two hundred forty students signed, 

When the petitions were presented to the Judicial Committee, 
we were undecided as to how to deal with them. We agreed , however, 
that action stronger than the simple presentation of the statement
to the faculty and administration was necessary. We felt that it 
was within our power to give students a mechanism for demonstrating 
how deeply they felt about this issue and to show how strongly 
they desire change in all areas of the College. 

We felt the most effective mechanism would be the recommended 
expulsion of the signers, with their consent and understanding 
of what we were doing. We felt that such an action would s ym-
bolize an end to a community government that no longer works . 
We felt it would also be a demonstration of the seriousness of 
student concern. We hoped, if presented correctly, it would 
open people's minds to new possibilities and add momentum to the 
process of change, We hoped it would provide the impetus next 
term for a re-examination of who we are and what we are doing 
here, a suspension of the rules to give members of the community 
a chance to rebuild it without hypocrisy, and, possibly, a 
suspension of the curriculum in its present form to give members 
of the community a c hance to determine what they want most to 
learn. 

All those signing the petition were called in Monday night, 
June 10, to discuss our ideas. We felt every student signing 
should understand the implications of her act. We also hoped 
to emphasize the positive aspects of the idea - constructive 
possibilities for change. 

At the meeting we outlined our action. Several facul ty 
members presented their ideas for change. Mr. Lyons suggested
a free university within the college. Students who were interested 
could take half their program in the current surriculum a nd then 
join with other students and faculty for more informal courses, 
including interdivisional topics and discussions of who they 
were and what they wanted to learn. Mr. Teare and Mr. Stroud 
suggested sensitivity training or a modified form of group therapy. 
Mr. Fredericks presented several concrete proposals for experimental 
courses and individual programs. Mr.Hanks, Mr. Witkin, Mrs .
Kirkpatrick, and Mr. Sainer also expressed opinions, Mr. Lyons 
concluded by emphasizing that our suggestions would not necessarily 
be destroying anything that people wanted to preserve - the same 
courses would be available if enough people wanted them. It 
would merely be a breaking up in order to rebuild, an experimentation 
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with new ways of learning . All speakers were met with en t husiasm. 
After they spoke, students were given an opportunity to remove 
their names from the original statement. Those who remain 
are fully committed. 

Judicial believes this action has already served one us eful 
purpose. Students at the meeting became excited, hopeful, and 
involved. The final signers represent a wide variety of pe ople.-
Not all of them support all of the above ideas. They i nclude 
students who are and have been happy here, as well as t hos e 
who are not. They are all agreed, however, that with some 
effort, Bennington could be much, much better, and t hat we need 
a radical change. 

If the kind of change we suggest - suspension of r ules 
and opening up of the curriculum and individual progr amming -
should prove next fall to be lacking in sufficient support, this 
group of students is ready to work to broaden their base of 
s upport. We hope this step they have taken this term wi ll give 
their action more meaning . We hope that other members of the 
community willrespond to their pleas, that Judicial Review will 
attempt to understand their views and to accept t hem ba ck into 
t he community, and that everyone returning next fall will 
cooperate for constructivve change.



_ MINORITY OPINION

As the only members of Judicial who did not sign the pe ti ti on ,
I wish to express a minority dissenting view concerning the 
student petition a nd the action agreedupon by Judici a l and t he 
student body. .11 Although several s tuden ts I spoke to after the
Judicial meet i ng i onday night agreed with me and were willing to 
s i gn a petition t o thG effect, there simplywas not time to 
collect names to give a statement any signficant ploitical meaning. 
THus, I submit this opinion as indicative merely of my own view on 
this is sue. 

I questions the student petition and the a ction it engendered
for the following re asons : 

It seems highl y unfortunate tha t t he men-in-rooms i ssue 
should a ct as the nucleus around which revolves the most fundamental
and serious question and suggestions concerning the s tructure of 
s tudent life and education a t Bennington . THe connections drawn
between the men-in-rooms is sue and t he dissatisfaction with the 
cirriculum a re far - fetched at best, and seem to rely pri marily upon 
t he facts tha t t he men-in-rooms is sue is the only one which has 
engendered enough enthusiasm to warrant extending its implications
into other areas concerning our educaiton THere i s no doubt in 
my mind that change in these areas rnu st be cons i dered a nd the 
proposa ls offered by faculty r11embe::cs during t he meeting we re 
provocative and exciting 9 but the use of a .s tudent ultimatum 
on men-in-rooms i s not 9 to my mind 9 th8 most effective vehicle by 
which to air these quGsti ons. 

I a lso quest ion the timing of t h is dction . ..hile it ap 1)ears 
from the enthusiamaroused in the student body t hat t h ey are 
willing to consider this que s tion at the very end of t he year 9 there
a t mosphere in which the statement was considered and compos ed was
certainly a harried one 9 and some students suddenly f a ced witha 
monumental decision to make felt that theyhad no opportunityty to 
deliberate upon their ac ti on until after i t was taken. Of course
I realize tha t t i me i s a f a ctor which shoul d not stand in t h e way
of action itself 9 but I do wonder if other studentts (both thse who 
signed and those who recanted) may not have been worrie d about a 
decision t ha t they had not really considered and some expressed 
this to me after t h e jubilation of the 1T1e eting had died down.

Finally,9 I would like to s ay t hat I ag ree in princi pl e 
with the feeling that change is expedient and necessa ry and that 
student s di ssatisfaction with the Constitutional Council must be 
expressed for student government to continue to function wit h any 
a tter11p t at efficacy and hone s ty. It was exciting to see Bennington 
s tudents a roused (for the first time since I have been at 
Benn ing ton) over issues concerning their lives and educations at 
Bennington. But I do que .sti on the wisdom of this method of 
presenting t he men-in-rooms issue as a test of student power and 
of extending this original demand to greatt proportioons completely
out s i de of Judicial funstion. I t h i nk the i ssues might have been 
dealt with f a r more effectively in separ a te a ctions. Anything i s 
p ossible if s tudents F . ...: IJ STRONGLY about what they demand and in 
t h is conn.e ction I reject t he i dea that students h ave become the 
underdog in this community. I cann ot help, however 9 wondering, abou t 



a corrmmn i ty of s tudents that finds a men-in-rooms issue t he most 
reve a ling one u pon which to base t h eir demands for a better life and 
educa tion at this college. 

Lary Crowe 




