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Minutes Bennington College 

A meeting or the special committee in oharge of the Recreation Building
was held on Honda.y, April 8, 1940 at 3130 P.M. in Room ·11-75, Barn. 
Present Miss Shelly, oh&innan, }lrs. Leigh, Mr. Park, Miss Steven, 
ILary Berna Minette Hunsiker, Gertrude Streeter. Mr. Leigh, Ir.r. Tschorm
and Katrina Voorhees met with the committee. 

Plana for Opening 

Tear 
!.:iss Steven announced. that the Store Board approved the sue;~estion 
oi' serving f'roe tea on Friday, April 12 from 4 to 6 P.H. a.t the open­
ing of the Recreation Building. 

Publicity: 
The Store will supply posters for ·!;he Commons., Barn. Wld Fairview, 
to be mm.de by Frances Derna, Md 1rlll also supply ·bypev.rritten 
announcements of the tea. It was suggested that this announcement 
make it olear that this ia a community ont0rprise through the courtc~y 
of the Store and tho Recreation Council. It was decided tho.t tao. 
would not be served in the Faculty Lounge on Friday and the.t l,'i.iss 
Steven should decide whether or not it wlll be served in the 
Commons Store. 

It was agreed that the Community Council, 17ith ~ary Berna in charga, 
will have responsibili-t;y for the opening on Friday afternoon, o.nd 
that the Recreation Council 1vill have responsibility for the houao­
warming in tha evening. Each Council w:1.11 supply corresponding 
publicity including announcements at house meetings. 

Report, 
1~ drai't of a report from the committee to the Community was raad 
o.nd discussed. The following suggestions were made: 

1. That somawb.01•0 be shown the mechinery i'or 1'"egistering Community 
opinion. It was agreed that all recommendations go to the Community
Council. I-I; i.vas suggested that on the report the working of this 
system be mrulo pictorially. 

2. That the names or this oommittee be added to the report so tho.t 
faoulty members and students might lia.ve opportunUy for - reporting re­
commenda.tions to them. The following sub-comr.littee was appointed to 
revise the report, Miss Shelly. Uias S·i;even, liiary Berna., and 
~ertrude Streeter. 

3• That the liquor policy of the Collage be stated on tha roport. 

4. That plans for opening be announced. 



( 5. That the first statement be made more concise, and whole report 
more informal. 

6. That name of building be omitted aa a matter under discussion. 

7. That the information be grouped as to which items are tentative 
and which are final decisions. 

a. That announcement be made that in naa.r future dssigno for .furni­
ture will be submitted for Community approval. 

9. That opening hours f'or Branch Store be announced. 

It 'Wlls agreed that this report shall be me.de public at house meetings 
:;;ednesday evening, April 10, and that a copy of the report be put in 
all faculty and staff mail boxes at t11at time. 

Supervisions 
~iss Steven read the report from. the Store Board regarding store 
houra and sug~ested supervision of the building. Hours, Monday 
through Saturday mornings 1 10,30-12;00; Monday th.rough Sunday after­
noonss ;,00-6100; Friday and Sa:t;urde.y evenings, 7130-lOaOO. It 
was suggested that evening hours be closed for meetings a.s the 
Library is closed, that it be closed durine dinner hour, 6,30-7,30 
(or 6:15~7,15), and possibly through lunch hour. 1:00-2:00. The 
a}iove suge;ostion cnme as a result of' a. discussion of Ur. Leigh's 
suggestion tha't the Bra.noh Store bo open every day from 10,30 A.~. 
until closing time of the building with the person in charge also 
bei~ supervisor of the building. This arrangement would require 
one f'ull .. time person, 44 hours a. week, and student assistance of 16 
hours per vroek. It was agreed that this problem should be in the 
hands of nr. Leigh for decision 1 and that the pe1,.aon chosen under 
this arrangement ahould report to tho Central Committee as do all 
other employees of the Collo~e• 

Tables, 
• It was agreed that there is no objection to tho tables now in the 

building as temporary furniture, but that they would not be used 
permanently. 

Policy for Reservations
The following types of requests for reservations are antioipated 1 
1. Division seminars; 2. Private parties; 3. Faculty social -gather­
ings using complete building. ~iss Shelly asked for opinions on res­
ervations in general. It was agreed that for the present ea.oh x•equest 
shall be considered on its merits by this committee during a trial 
period after which a. polioy will be made. This suggestion, with the 

addition that no private parties be considered, was moved. The motion 
was passed. 

The f'irst request for a faculty reservation Friday evening, April 19., 
was passecl. 

Toa Chinas Miss Steven submitted a sample of the sug~ested china such as 
that used by 1ihe Store, which ims approved by the committee. 

Meeting adjourned. 




