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David Ives (6. 1950) is an American playwright whose work has been widely pro­
duced in New York and across the country. Ives established his reputation with 
his one-act comedies, many of which are featured in All in the Timing, which won 
the Outer Critics Circle Award. Ives has written several successful adaptations of 
classic comedies including Feydeau's A Flea in Her Ear and Corneille's The Liar. 
Other notable plays include New Jerusalem (about Spinoza), Is He Dead? (about 
Mark Twain) and Venus in Fur, which was produced on Broadway last season. 

Jean-Baptiste Poquelin (1622-1673), known by his stage name, Moliere, was a 
French playwright and actor who is commonly considered one of the greatest 
comic playwrights in Western dramatic literature. His major works include The 
Misanthrope, Tartuffe, The Miser, Dom Juan, and The School for Wives. Moliere's 
successes earned him the patronage of King Louis XIV, but several of his plays 
were censured by the Catholic church, and two, Tartuffe and Dom Juan, were 
successfully banned by Moliere's opponents. In 1673, Moliere, who suffered from 
tuberculosis, hemorrhaged while performing the role of the title character in his 
play, The Imaginary Invalid. He finished the performance, but died shortly after. 

But there it is, either you love or you don't. 
-Samuel Beckett, First Love 
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