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ODA AL PIANO

Estebe triste el piauo

en el concierto,

olvidado en su frac sepultucerc,
¥ luego abrio la boca,

su boca de ballena:

entro el pianista al piano
volando como un cuervo,

algo paso como si cayera

una piedra

de plata

O una mano -

& un estangue

escondido:

resbalo la 8ulzura

como la lluvia

sob;e una campsanha,

cayo la luz sl fondo

de uns casa cerrade, ,

uns egperaldo recorrio el gbismo
y sono el mer,

1le noche,

las praderas, e

la gote del rocio

el altisimo trueno,

centp la srguitecturs de la ross
rodo el silencio al lecho de la aurora.
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Asi nscio le musica
del piano que morisa
subio 1g vestidura
de 1l nayade
del ¢atafdled
y de su dentadura
hastp que en el olvido
cayo el piano, el pisnistra
y el councierto,
y todo fue gonido
torrencial elemento,
gistems puro, claro companario.
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Entonges volvio el hombre
del_arbol de la musica.
Bajo volando como
cuervo perdido
0 caballero loco;
cerro su boca de ballene el piana
y el enduvo hacia atres,
hacia el silencio.

ODE TO THE PIANO

Midwey in the concert,
the piano grew pensive,
ignored in its gravedigger's frock coet:
but later it opened its mouth
~--the jaws of leviathan:
the planist then entered his pisno
snd deployed like a crow:
something hsppened, like a silvery
downfall
of pebhles
or a hand
in a pond,
unobgerved:
a trickle of sweetness
like rain
on the smooth of & hell,
light fell
through the padlocks snd bolts
of e house,
to the depths,
an emersld crossed the abysses,

the sea gave its sound

the night

and the dews

snd the megdows

the steepest ascents of the thunderholt,
the symmetricsl rose sang sloud

and guietness circled the milk of the

morning,

So melody grew

in o dying piano

the naied's

investiture :

rose on the catafalaque

from s wargin of teeth,

piano, piesnist

and concerto plunged downward, oblivious,

till 211 wes sonority,

torrential heginnings,

consummate gradetion, a bell's tower's
clerities.

in the tree
came back te us.
like

Then the man
of his music
He ceme down
a blundering crow on its course
or a lunatic dandy:

the wheale-mouth closed up

snd the men walked away

to a silence.

---Pablo Nerudas
translation by Ben Belitt
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