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Of the approximatel y 150 students enteri ng Benni ngton as freshmen each year, 

55% are from Publi c school s and 45% fr om i ndependent school s. Al though traditionally 

independent schools do not have large numbers of minority students, those which 

have made special recruitment efforts or whi ch operate as communi ty sponsored 

alternatives to the public school s are among our best potenti al sources of mi nority 

candidates. This year when more than thi rty public high schools with significant 

minority enrollment were v i sited by Bennington representat i ves, only forty 

minority students signed up for appointments. (Appendi x I) Therefore, in addition 

to routine school vi s i ts , we are expl oring other ways of making Bennington College 

known to potential minority candidates from the public schools. 

Representatives of the Col lege spoke at sixteen College Nights attended by 

signi ficant numbers of mi nority students. (Appendix II) Addi tionally, in September, 

1972, the Director of Admi ss i ons represented Benni ngton at the METCO Conference in 

Boston, and in September , 1973, Janis Pryor, a staff member, spoke. Each year we 

send applications (wi th fee wai vers) to between 25 and 30 students recommende d 

by various college bound programs, and we have written letters inviting Upward

Bound counselors to vis i t the campus to twenty indivi duals in the last nine months. 

This spring speci al letters were written to the Dance School of Harlem and the Elma 

Lewis School of Fi ne Arts. Representatives of the Alternat i ve High School of 

Worcester (Mass.) visited at our invitation, and fifteensummer camps where s i g­

nificant minori ty enrollment mi ght be ant i ci pated have been contacted. (Appendix III ) 

All minority candidates are encouraged to visit the College and spend at l east 

one day and night on campus as guests of the Admissions Office in order to visit 

classes, meet students, and be i nterviewed. Student representat i ves have been 

sent to the NSSFNS and the ASPIRA conferences, as well as back to their alma maters 

(eg. Harlem Prep), and we pl an to sponsor more student recruiting trips i n the future. 
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Other plans include: 

a. Making a special effort to contact potential transfer students f'rom city 

college and community college systems. 

b. Trying to arrange a program with predominately Black colleges whereby thei r 

students could come to Bennington for a term or a year to study disciplines 

(particularly the visual and performing arts) which f'requently are not 

taught at the college level. Ideally we could exchange faculty as well as 

students and thereby increase our minority community without raiding Black 

colleges. (Appendix IV) 

c. Expanding our Black music program. (Appendix V) 
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PUBLIC HIGH Schools VI SITED WI TH HIGH MINORITY GROUP ENROLLMENTS Admissions Office 

Date School Visited By 

September 
9/15/71 Kenwood HS, Chicago, Ill. Jean S. Aldrich 

Director of Admissions 

University Lab School, Chicago , Ill. II 

9/16/71 Evanston HS, Evanston, Ill. II II 

9/20/71 Roosevelt HS, Seattle, Wash. 

Nathan Hale HS, Seattle, Wash. II 

9/21/71 Garfield HS, Seattle, Wash. 

9/22/71 Grant HS, Portland, Ore. II 

Adams HS, Portland, Ore 11 II 11 

11 Lincoln HS, Portland, Ore 11 11 II 

9/28/71 Skyline HS, Oakland, Calif. 11 11 II 

11 Ber ke ley HS, Berkeley , Calif. 11 11 11 

October
10/4/71 Grant HS, Van Nuys , Calif . 11 11 11 

10/5/71 South Pasadena HS, s. Pasadena, Calif. 11 11 11 

10/7/71 Pueblo HS, Tucson, Ariz. 11 II 11 

11 Tucson HS , Tucson, Ariz . II '' 11 

11 Rincon HS, Tucson, Ariz. II 11 11 

11 Cat alina HS, Tucson, Ariz. 11 11 11 

10/ 11/71 Horlick HS, Racine, Wisc. 11 11 11 

1971-72 
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5/4/72 Hunter College HS, New York, N.Y. 

" Bronx HS of Science, New York, N.Y . 

5/5/72 Stuyvesant HS, New York, N.Y. 

" HS of Performing Arts, New York, N.Y. 

" HS of Music & Art, New York, N.Y . 

5/8/72 Wilbur Cross HS, New Haven, Conn. 

Jean S. Aldrich 
Director of Admissions 

" " " 

" " " 

" " " 

" " II 

11 11 II 



PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS VISITED WITH HIGH MINORITY GROUP ENROLLMENTS 

Date 

October 
10/2/72 

11 

10/3/72 

10/9/72 

10/ 12/72 

10/ 16/72 

November 
11/1/72 

11/2/72 

February 
2/22/73 

11 

1972-73 

School 

Central HS, Omaha, Neb. 

Bellevue HS, Bellevue, Neb. 

Shawnee Mission East HS, Shawnee Mission, Kan. 

Walnut Hills HS, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Cleveland Heights HS, Cleveland Hgts., Ohio 

Kenwood HS, Chicago, Ill. 

Marshall University HS, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Wayzata HS, Wayzata, Minn. 

Cubberl y HS, Palo Alto, Calif . 

Berkeley HS, Berkeley, Calif. 

Admissions Office 

Visited By 

Jean S . Aldrich 
Director of Admissions 

11 11 11 

11 11 11 

Kathy Hal breich 
Ass ' t . to Dir. of Adm. 

11 11 

11 11 

Jean S . Aldrich 
Director of Admissions 

11 11 11 

Alan Cheuse 
Faculty/Adm . Committee 

11 11 
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COLLEGE DAYS/NIGHTS/CONFERENCES ATTENDED 1972 - 73 

Date 

September 
9/27/72 

October 
l0/12/72 

10/ 13/ 73 

10/ 17/72 

11 

10/19/72 

11 

10/28/72 

December 
12/1/72 

May 
5/b/73 

5/9/73 

School /Organization 

Peabory HS, Peabody, Mass . 
College Ni ght 

T.C. William HS, Alexandria, Va . 
College Night 

Stuyvesant HS, New York, N.Y. 
College Night 

Shortridge HS, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Senior Thing Program 

High Point Sr. HS, Beltsville, Md . 
College Night 

Shawnee Mission East HS, Kansas 
College Night 

Hatfield HS, Fairfax, Va. 
Combined College Night 

Pittsburgh College Day, Pa. 

Harlem Preparatory School, NYC 
College Day 

College Bound Program and Membership 
Meeting, NYC 

St . Louis All -County College Day 
@ Parkway West HS, St. Louis, Mo. 

Brooklyn Are a Independent Schools' College 
Day @ Brooklyn Friends School - participating 
schools: Adelphi Academy , Berkeley Inst., 
Packer Collegiate, Polytechnic Prep. Countr y 
Day, St. Ann 's Episcopal, Staten Island Academy 

Admi ss i ons Office 

Alumni/Staff Representatives 

Janis Pryor 
Ass't. to Dir. of Admissions 

Mrs. Wendell Cox 
(Solveig Peterson '53 ) 

Mrs. John L. Forbis 
(C lara Freeman 1 67 ) 

Ms . Susan B. Carter 
(Susan Burack '61

Mrs. Stephen D. Bates 
(Bibsy Holden '65

Mrs. John Leiter 
(Maribel Asher '49 ) 

Mrs. Wendell Cox 
(Solveig Peterson '53 ) 

Mrs. Paul N. Vosburgh 
(Jane Berry '58) 

Mrs. Robert Williams 
(Jeanne Brunder '52 ) 

Mrs . Robert Williams 
(Jeanne Brunder '52 ) 

Mrs . Ruth B. Olsen 
(Ruth Beeby '70) 

Jean S. Aldrich 
Director of Admissions 



COLLEGE DAYS/NIGHTS 1971-72 

Date 

July 
7/24/71 

October 
10/7/71 

November 
11/1/71 

April 
4/29/72

School/Organizat ion 

Nor theas t ern U. - Upward Bound Program 

University Lab School - I ll. 

Jamaica HS - N.Y. 
College Ni ght 

Bd . of Education, City of NY College 
Placement Office -- College Bound Program 
@ Louis D. Brandeis HS 

Admissions Office 

Alumni/Staff Representative 

Miss Sharon Parnes 

Miss Susan Blanck 1 69 

Mrs . Marshall Phillips 
(Joyce Edberg '52 ) 

Mrs . Archibald Murray 
(Kay Crawford '56
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Bennington College Bennington• Vermont 05201 • 802:442-5-101 

Bennington is seei:ing more effective, innovative means to recruit students. 
We have always knownthat creative camps are an excellent source of talented
motivated students and w. e wish to explore this heretofore untapped resource 
as completely as possible. whilewe are looking for alert, talented intel-
lectually engaged students from all backgrounds we are particularlyanxious
to encouragehighlymotivated minoritystudents whom you think could use 
Bennington effectively. 

The kind of student who really benefits from the Bennington experience has
been labeled gutsy independent disciplined and directed -- with specific
talents he or she feels compelled to develop as well as an openness to, as 
yet, unexplored areas Specific talent( s ) as well as a genuine academic
commitment enable a student to expand to his or her fullest potentialat 
Bennington. 

The experience theBennington student has is seen as relevant and satisf:ring 
in itself rather than solely a routine form of preparation for future voca­
tional goals. The College attempts to provide the environment the teaching 
techniques and skills through which students can explore their own resourceso 

We have always emphasized "learning by doing." Students are asked to experi-
ment, perform do field work compose write -- both criticallyand creatively 

and otherwise achieve some direct experience and. mastery of a skill or body 
of learning. 

I will be available this summer to visit and speak with camp directors and
anyone interested in Bennington College. Under separate cover, we are mailing 
a copy of the College catalogue along with. the most recent campus literature. 
I will look forward... tohearing from you about convenient dates on which I might 
visit you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. David B. Aldrich
Directorof Admissions 



Ms. Carlotta Alston 
Head Counselor

Black College Commitment
7826 S . VermontAve
Los AngelesCalif~oo44 

Dear !>!s. Alston

Dec 19~ 1972 

Thank you forincludingBennington in your search Enclosed you willfind a preliminary
applicationformas wellas one formal application financial aid r.:01teria l and S:)'"2e b:r~c 1.-;.~ :res 

and -ps.::r9 :U.Gts . li~ :.,::J:..-:.-,__~~ ~-t~l:,r , 3~!'1.ni~~on G.~e.s riot h2.~re PnY s-;--:ecial o~~crti..L!iti~s n~o~r..::iS 

for 1l1:'2e~::i "'r i~2 ;;2 d st:_:(~ r..ts to d.::rtc. Fi~~.:...."1.cio.l eid i~ r_-. ~.o..rC.sd to stude nts s olely· on tl:e 
basis cf ~ ::~d . Le cert:ii~l:r ;.;~"'lt 7.o drc..·,r stud cr~.-t~ ~ nll ecc!:c~i~ c::-8; _1~ ~ but t ~: e SU::J 

avail2.ble i'or cn r :!"c Ci1..:c2d !'c2s r:ro:;rc.~ is ·:ery linitcd. R2dc:ce:l fees ~~ nv ailr:.ble for 
an-· ~o.,_..1 r-; .:J_.;..n 1 ... , -.'.-,.:_ o -ri + ~-- ":\ s-;-., .. 11...,'t"':Lt i.....,... r1,J .... +.hr-1_. y ro.ri.~e _.1._,·_r- ~::i -~n11f" ·ti~;'.S o~ ~.) ~00 ta ;·· .: 4C-G:J . ~~:ese _.. :"- ... ~~ . '-' --.,J _; •- , J - ...... _ ._ ·~u ..... ~.. L' - · _.. ' .... _ _. - --- - -

reductic~1 s c.:-c c1ct2:-:cir:::d en -Sl1e b~3is of a f:."..::;ily's co.~:.cit::r to n:::.y fp 11 i'·2es n s r:: easu:::-ed 
by tte Ccllf: ""<; :::· c!.:ob . .rsiiJ ~~e!""1ice c-,:;.:i tha Coll.er;e. The c 1ount or f:;-e reduct i on is re­
evaluat ed e a ch year. 

Studen":;s 1;::0 rec8::1::e f2e ~ductio:ls ";;h::m they fi!'st cc::e to !'::r..!li-:-:.~ 0::1 ?l::!ve "'.) r i o rity on c.id 
fund3 t?i::-~2I~t::: ~. ~~-u5.ent3 1::10 en4t=~ on n ~11 fee bcuis C2;1:-tOt e:~2ct to c:'.lSl i±:.t fer a 
redv.ctioa in ::\ :e s ther~af'ter unle;:;s there is a substanti3.l c:1:i..~se in their f i n:l.."lcial 
circ..:::;st2..c--:ce 3. 

Enterin~ :fyesh."'.".en and t~nnnfar stu:J.ents who winh to i::nnly for ~c:uced fe~n s hould recuest a 
Een'!'lin:;t~n :'ors f"~~'.?l tt:: ;:,c ~issior:.s Oi'f~ce ;o~hen they file t:C.~i!9 ~r-2li::.1 i:::::'.TY' :::.·7:r".) l ics.ticn ·f or 
e.dmiesion. I n 2.cl diti()!!, t ':3y s~culd c"::Jtai!1 a l'arents C::-:!.rtd2nti2l Stat 2:-.:ent fr()".'.} t~eir 
schcol o!' collY:2 e.::ld s tt':J~it it to tto C~llc~:= Sc::~lci..rs!"li"D :crvicc. ?b:'.:1cial ~id is 
handled thro1.l~'.1 G11.r St '.; d. ent Se!"".ric2s O:,:fice ( SSJ). The Di.T(!ctor of' SSO is Reb e c ca B. 
Stic ~::r.9y. T : :~ ?innnci:i.l 1\id O! .. fic2r is Ti:::J Doro!:..!l. I'm ::;UTe they \;ould b e ~ore t han 
v:i.llins to ezsist ycru. in a.."'1y "t-;ay :_:;ossible. 

Berui..in~on 0rovices a uniC01-e educational Op?Qrtunit'J ror rature, incenencent s tudents who sre 
ready to essu:::e ~rir:J!"'J !"CS-:Jcnsibility for their o-:;-n intellectual, cultm:·al e.."1d ~o.!'~l dev:!lO;)· 
me:::i.t. T2~ E0=r:nir..:-;tcn CU!:.icul't:!n is flexible enc1i.: : >;.~ to td:e into acc:Jtmt T.i1e br-0rt:.nt 
dif.ferc~cc s 8.J"'.:OnG in di v i dllil.ls and broad eno-J.;;.~ to pro::;ote st1.:dc!lts 1 underst~ding of our 
cul tu...~. I t• s b~crt::nt to r.ote ths.t l~s.rning at Ber"""'lirc::;ion is s:=<:n as relevant and snt.isfyi: 
in itself ratcer t t1:::!..."l solely as a routine r'or:n of pr3paratio:i ·for future vocational goals. 

Please feel free to "'-rite again if you feel th~t :aennington ca.Tl be of any further assistance . 

Sincerely yours, 

Jania A. PrJor 
Assistant to the Director of Ad~issions 
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/ 

/ 
Hr • ..To:e?'.1 Fr:::rcois 
Coo!'di-:::::.tor 
Coll~~~ ?l~cc=ent Office 
Suit~ 415 
130 c1:..::.-:c:l St. 
Broo~':l, i; . Y. L..281 

Dea:!.4 ~:!'. :?rc.ncois, 

feel 
will 

• 
4 Sept. 14, 1972 

Out of t:C:z 14, ~~e 
~r:clc~ed, 

~P?lic~~~8~ :2 ~. 
stu.C.en-:::; 1 i:2 -:;'..i. 

::it, ~ :.: c.s~ :r~ to ;:2~2. us E.!l etfiC.~vit -.-erir:_ti~~ "'t::e 
I' t.3. li~:~ to w.2.:i? it c..~~solutel.y cle.:;.r tho:i~, t:;.~t ·d'e c_~ 

Perha-:::s 
Col2.~.::;:: 

o:" 
isn't 

nece.s~ZU"y~ i:::> r.:·=::-:,ic:1 -r.::~:;'2 ~:i~:::;3 s:> -t:-~E.:t ~rcu a::d :/ciz st::..:t"'.i 1~ll be better 
E.ble to ~·-e~c:;r.G.::e ~:::o:e -;iZlO ~i:::;...~t ruccee5. at L:::L.~~c:i. 

Bb.ck ?CO?l·~ eSJecially r....:.-,re r:::..i.d s;:::e --.rery i:e:?..v.f dues for e~t:c2.tion.- A 
coll:; .;= C:.e_:;:-:: s ·.; 2 3 Ll:~ o:i : :r t:i~::g t~:e..t cc::.ld. gii.-e t2.~n 21 al~::=:~ ec:_--;.d c~~~ce. 
There a!'"~ ~ -:) 2C~~l '?::""'ess~ea tb:lt Ola~:: s~~~~ts 2.Tld/o~ stl:C2nts on ii::::.::cial 

lkited. 
ur. ,,~~l"'I+..., ...... ..:~ ,...,- .... 

·--- ~ v-..i.---.. _, .::> 
solve.J.. 
avare o: 

r_., ~::".:? r.-:~:.:_J_~~~' stl:cen~s cc=ix.; i~ c~ fi~=-:::..ci~ ~id ~nould c~ =ade 
t:.~ 

is the c~ttl~ ~~~~ t~e 
cc.n r::E..::.a o:- c:::-23.~;: :-:i.=. 

~~~~~nt ~=e~s in i:.is o~ ( =~ ':; r.vt e~sy ~o li-.-~ 

~:::=ati..-..::=s , it 
!:~r dorn o~ t~e 

loo.se ch 2..~ ::; ~ i~~o ~~e ~.;~s\:e~~~~r 1:~~t S~===?lY becc.l!se h:! ::i2..:; ::o u!:e :~8!" ~ennies, 

nic::les er d ~::~l It is e=i e.:<..-t:re::e e::rn ... -ple, b"t:.t ::evert:::i.ele:;s very accurate and 
~ ,..·n+eni. .,...~• -~ +..,.., • .,. ) .1.i·•o ""' -o~ .., ... '-""'- • 



At ~!:~ ::=ent~ :c ~ r .. ::.!:r:~cn Collc-3 -isn't e cr;;.i:-"?Cd to cc"" ' :_;l.c:~ly r::ee"t -r.ne i:::..:: ...... ~ 
Cf ~::_::::-it:t G t:: :..~ 2:::~ :}_~d / C"'r ~-:i..: :2 ~::ts C:l f'i~w~c:.n.l tr!.·=-·-· Bi::-..=ir-u ~Cn ::-:"'JSt f'ir:d 
e. ...,.·~y -to Gi.,.'"e :-22.l.i:: .. ~ic : ·i::2.:-.. c!~ !::;:_;.7-:.:i::-t -co "t::~ :::-:.:.C~:its -.:- ~:o i:2~d it. T~~re 
is r:o o::~ ~'., .=. : ... :_,r ~ :.~ :::--:.:..::~c~ c::u~ 1 ~::...::i. ~.::= 7;~:~:~ -; ~ho c=i s.:~\~,,ord to TJC..Y. 

?or t r,o!;e 
who C2-:-:_:it a!..,.f~ :--ct "t 'J ~2~· .. ~:-i.~ i"'-..:ll cc:-c, f:.....-::..::~:!.:.::..l ~ i.:J 7~0 .... rid~d t~ ~~:e it 
'Pos.::;i~le ~:> c~~ ~~ t o ~:.:nri.i_~-=:~on. ~-:~c=e f~:::J c'1r r~, -?-ll c~C:c::::ent a~j t~e ci'ft3 
of c.lt:=...."li o..::J. i':"i::::.:.: .J of -;:'.:~ Coll~ .~e ::::.~ ::~ it ~oJ::ib:::...:? f::::- "t.:3 to re 0.nce t!-...s i'ees 
fer ::!~=:::: :::!..= :'.~ ·:!J..Y :::;.-, .~ o-:.."' cu r c"t7~~:!nt .be~:;;. Tt~ si~ -;le c._ __ , :.;!'Ci1er....s i .,.-e fee that 
Bcr..!lir.--;-:r:~ ci~~ .-; :;s i.:r:J st::...2.e:nt3 coi..r::?rs ~:iit:!.c;i, .:-:.~-:: c .. d b~~d ~--:.d h~Z!lt!i 

sar-.ri.c2J c~ c:::- ;;-..:::;. ~ .. : ·:: ::~ :!:·~ ::o ::;--:::;ciul f.:.:::z -to-::' 2...:.'..:~!:"a ;:ones, ~a l.i~rn._ry, 

pri~.~t~ ~:..:;ic :.~:t:uctio:i, t:"C.$iC nr~:::-r.ic~ ~o==:s or g!':.~i.:c.~ion. 

T:!a 12::..._~i!'?.'; c:·~:~ric::c~ t!:~ ~-:t:.~ ·::lt h~s is S8·::~ n~ ~l~~......nt ~1 c~tisf':,ri~ !.n 
it.::~1:· ~ .. -:. ~~:~:- t ::.:::l ::~i.2l:r ~3 ~ :~~~-:i:-:~ f~!TI c~"' '.'~~i::2~·2.-:.!cn : .. o!'.9 :t.:~1~ "-~~-i""Cic~tl 

go~i f"'. ;' ~ -: · :.··; :..-::::; ~::~ ~~·-==· ~::::.y ... ~··;::-e ci' -;::!.::':-.~ ~=·:, ~-= .. .::~n l~~=---:r; ~ ~ ~;..::;s o:i tr..~ c~~~c:er 

of r.n i~·=~ ::. :_::.-::~l~/ c::::-ic::i:- ~ 1-l :.··.:. e:·~2r~e::c:;, r2.-.;:.:.~r -:: ::_2 r.-era p~~~a-tic:i -~:c-:­

lif~, i~ ~:. .. ~-,...~ ~ : .::s a :" ... : ·:: ·::. ~!' : · ...... '1.:::.·=~~~i~:i :·~~ -=:::::.~ I\l~~, e-;~!1 in ~:::·=~ i::=::~-:ces 
in ~.:-:1ic:-i .: -:: .=ci:'i~ -:;: ~: ·:::i..::.: ·3 ~c.:..J.l c: ... i.-~.::l~ic:::il ~::.ial3 c~ ~ er.;."[i~.0:0.~2ci . :: Ir. r:.rr;r 
ev~r!t, ~::.J ~ ·::::i :"':· :~I·: :'~c:.1 -;~~~~~ e:·2 ·_;.:~i'2::Ce, r. ~: ~ ~ ·J~~.:;:~n ~?~dt.:~'t:? C..oes 

e.sst=-3 -p:_ .. 5-:.::.::...' .. ,) .. ~::s-;~~J i.0 .i.ii-::,~"' =:er t~-:2i~ c-::-n i:-.:.~ ~lle ctl:.:tl, c-il~:.-::..1 .2-."":a ~~ral 

C.e·.-~lc-;: '.!!i"t. ~ ~ =-::~ a-:.~ ·::.~ ~ :.:-: .'"':e o.? c;r~iG::.s [~ti &~"":.r:.c :~ n ·o:i :-c.c~-:::; r:·.c:-:!:er3, ~e 

e~··;>~r:.::-:2!"'~t., ~.:~ .:.. .. :.::::.J, c.o :. :2-~l.d \.:~~~-:, c:::·:~~ .:e, ~r:. ... :..-~C!, t:::~ ~2-~ :_"1 l·::::ea=ch 
pro~ 2c.~:.3 .::..-:J :: ·:. ::~~./:.~= 2i:~1is~.r-a ~=== C.i:-::;c~ e: .. _-:-eri:=:lc.:! in t~:..~ t~~;,- er J..:~~s 
th~:l ~:.~ a.~-::2:...~-:i :: .~ ~o :::2:.;~~r. I ·::is 1:; -~~:..) :zc.:.3 ;:~...:-:--~~?_;_ ~~ ~::..:.~ l...:.:;~ C2~:!..:::i t~~ 

col.2.:_-: ~ l'~ ·~,.l~:--~ ::..:n~3 ~~: .. :::c 2;.]_l ct:::..::r~~ c~.,.-o~e ~=:..r~ ·o i; ~L:::~1 :r;-::c.r "1:-0 c:·:::\-c:.:_-:rus 

"s~bj.::~tJ : 1::e t : .:.:~ c~u- ~-c~:.:. ~:-... -:3 i:. t::~ 1.:-:;~i~;; of ~~~c:i~ibil:.:~:t. 
ther:i to r::~et ci...u· ;,~~J.i~·.:is oi' c:.1·,..,l "i -7;.y ~J. 2.::D.i~•re;:;ent. 

co~.ter, :J: 1
:J : ~ :: ·.:l ~~ ::; ~!:3 ~':).:>t 2 .. ~c2:~t c::;.t ~c::t:e G-id c~=~ ot::::.r p.;.0~~ti~:l.3. 

The Uif~ .. ::~ .::.!::; .,_.-ic~;~ ot ;:=.:::::::-:i.. ty st1:.C.ents 1~ep1'ez.ented in (:2. :: :: ~2.l2. ·~ .. ",.ill p.ro'"v3.bly 
be of s-r2ci:!l i..·T:c::-.=s-c to :1ou. 

Sincerel::r yours, 

Janis A. P:-:,·o!" '71 
Aszdst~t to tr;.~ Director of .Ad=.issiCT'J 
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!·!adeline t·.r.-:3 t o 
417 Irvin~ ·ve. 
Brcoi:lyn, :~.Y. 11227 

Dear i:!:.idelir.e, 

July 12, 1973 

~s. Co:1en ::Ind !'.~3. :-",-1b-2r of t~e Blls'.!-..Yick ~Iic;h ~ch.col he:re sent us 

-· 

yot!!' n -~7"'.""e sr .. d c:. c:esc~in:ia:J o~ :.rou!" int!:rests. ~!1e t::ol:~ : rt :r~u ar_d 
B·~nni~ -;to:l r~ i -:::-:, Cc 3 ~~'J.J :.. ::-:c~ c..r:d it c~r-:ninl1r S8U'!1ds t~!:it ".-~a},. to 
us frc'< re::!din:; c,'.":c ~e~-; r : escri1jtio~: and ~;crur o·.m sel~-eYalu~tion. 

I r-.?:J se~s i"" ':s ye:.:., unj er ~e""::arR-:e co·.rer, c1.:r rer::;-..!lc.r lette::- to inc:uirers 
which e'".:?l2in3 s0~~~-:hin .~ :: :;or~-: the QC::izsions -~;rr~~cess ~er2, c.ni a 
c~tal::r::i..:.e ::: r. j a D:reli::in'..lry <::?IJlic:itio:i. ~- : e '11 !!o.ppily ~-~D.h7e the 
a~plicatio~ f2e. 

I hope it iTill be "!!Dssible -:'o:- ~.~ou to visit t:1e Colle;e so::-eti::-e in 
the earl~/ ? -1 11 ~ :~2~ cl:::.::es r:::::>1.l:~e ( 2e-::it. 10t:1) c.r.:3 to tc.li\: u:~:'::l: :::e 
and OT!·; of t::e s7~12~3 en-':3. ;~oe2n~.~:iile, ii' t!J.e c::tal~~e r2is::!s c~t:.es­

tior.s in ycu.r r:ind, "?12G:>e ~rrite. H::i.ve e good '.:3ur:::::er. 

mw 

Sincerely yours, 

Jean S. .Aldrich 
Director o~ Ad~issions 

. • 
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June 25, 1973 

Mr. K3rel ~::aok 

Ds.nce '="':ieatre o: H:::.rle::i, Inc. 
466 ~e st 152~d ~t. 
Hew York, :: • Y. 10031 

i:ear ?fr. Shook, 

To:n P2r~: .2r hJ.s t old r:.C? of his :i:;.t2resti!l'; visit ;;ith you at t'!;.e D2nce 'I':'"leatre 
of Harle:i ~11d !'2::ls e:~~~d :::e to send cat!llo.;u.es and ot!1er adr:Jissions r:ateria.1 
to you. I ~~ very c~ppy to do so. 

I e.m .:llso i::~lt:jir:;:; in t::.e -pe.c:l-:ct, vhich iTill be comin0 under- S21J~r2.te cover, 
a copy of -;:::~ l~t~.:;~ >;e !"outi7::?ly ~end to i:::q_ui:::-ers ac~ut the Colle~e. It 
does dcsc.::i':::e -t::ie cl:.:c.re.cteri;:;~ics ,;e feel 2r.e r.ec2ss2rJ to S"'.:tcc2'.::G at Ber.ninr;ton 
and r:iey h2l-:_:i ~(0'..1 '\:::C.2 n co~..rr:s ~li.r:; yc'.ll'" st~.;.::e:i~s. T::e 1 d b-:! w~ry ple::;scd i:' you 
and a grou!J J~ ~ .~cll.r studc: r:ts ~culd c::::-::e ta the Colle::~ ~c~cti:.e r..e:ct:i ?all end 
see U3 in ::c ~ i.c:!. ~~ .. 1t:--:vi..:~h ~·:-c clo n0t n~~r2 s~eci:?.l f.:-:cilit ies -:or !'"lc::si~p; 

visi to'!"'~, :-:r_n-.r of ~u :r s:;;_-:. ~ -~~ts !:re ;rilli~s t~ s:ic.re t l:eir ro~ 
vwo r,r.d I':-:; :;'J.:-2 ;:e cou.ld :-::.!:d a c;_',liet :pl2.ce ~o!' ::ou to .:tay. 
could ~t~c~j so~e 0f our classes, t~L~ to c~r students a."d get 
of th-= c2::pus. 

z..,or ~ r:ir;ht or 
fuur s'.:udents 
t he "feel" 

If I can b-'2 t el::iful in any ·way about a specific c~-:did .:1te, I h00e ~!OU will e;et 
in touch wit:-t ::e. I :ha~.ild t::iiT ... ~ our dance pro0r.:::.::i riight be ot' real interest 
to so~e of your stud2nts. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jean s. Aldrich 
Director of Ad::iissions 

. mw 



Ms. ~l!'.:a. Le•ris 
Elr:;a Lewis :3 chcol of ?ine Arts 
122 :Sln !fill : '.'e. 
:Roxbury, ;:;iss. 

!'ear Hs. Le-..ris, 

June 28 , 1973 

I have 2t:st !"~'.1d t h e ins?iri~r; articl2 D-bou.t you end ~;our school in 
Essence !:": '.1 ~2::i~e. I~- ~ccur3 to r:-:e tr.:~t ·-;c~e o ~ ~-i·c:J.~ ~i .sh ~c~ool 

stt1den:,3 ~i ... :- :-:-: ~=-~~ ~. cnrl~n ~: 7, 8n the rl~~:t "be~t ~~~rc?ri:lte stet;> i!l t 1~eir 
contirrciin ~ e :h:::::!ntio:-i, ~::;r-:.icul~rl·r ii' t'::e~,r wish to cc::.bine liberal arts 
with a pursuit of' one of the v isu?.l or perfoming ·arts. 

I a ::J send i!"c~ , ..._m,.:!er :::e'.)nrete cov-cr, a cntalo;_n,,;.e and S077ie of our pl:blir:a­
tions ~s ~ ~e ll ~~ 3 :~e r0L1t i::c l et:."2r 't-~e ~~r:.d t .o i~~i..:i!"er-s ~·~hich tri-:=s to 
dcscrib·= t he c'.:;:-:.r.J.cter:1.s-:.ic s r.:03t s11itable t o I ·~·ould h on e 
that yai_t er .::c~~ e. re~se~ r:;f ~FO~::' st::.-::':' c011ld "'11isi t ou r c r:t":"?D3 ~o::~-t.ir:e 

after ~e'.l t; s::.""::J2:- lO~h ~~:-_:::1 the stu:isnts retu rn t o es t e. cl'.'.) ~ ::! l:!l.:.'1d lcok 
at jDst '!,:::.J t ~:~ Ce>. I ~iill C·c :.n °?;J ~:.0:1, "'tisi-:i!: .~ zc:--::::J~ls, f'T~~ t::.e 
30th of C2t o~-:~ r :.!-1ToD::i t~2 2nd of ~~:J-re~~~::-. I:' it ~7ould o .~ ccl!·,, .. e;iient , 
I s hould li !:~ t o sto~ c.t :/ct1r sc~.O!jl in tb.~ ln-~e a :;:'t eTI!O:)!l :3~~ e"':i~e 

duri!'.:6 t:1.'.lt -;,.,·ee!~ to s-pe~k with you, your sta-ff o::- so,-:-:e of your students. 

mw 

Sincerely yours, 

Jean s. Aldrich 
Director o~ Adm issions 

. ~ . . 



APPENilIX N 



DRAFT 

Dear 

We have had a great deal of difficulty in the last few years attracting 

qualified Black students -- fo r a num b e r of good reasons. Bennington is expensive; 

there is n o loca l Black community to draw on; many potential students simply have 

not heard of the place. Moreover, our own curriculum has until recently not recognized 

the Black experience. Next year, however, we will have an expanded Black m usic 

program, under the direction of Bill Dixon, and several new Black faculty members . 

Obviously, this is nothing to be particularly proud of, but it is a start. It does n ot, 

however, solv e the problem of attracting Black students. 

We would like to explore the possibility of instituting a program with a 

predominately Black school (or schools) through which students particularly int e r ested 

in what we had to off~r. in the Visual and Performing Arts, for example, might come 

to Bennington for a term or a year. Ideally, we could exchange students -- and 

faculty - - although we realize that we would probably have to absorb the difference 

between our tuition and yours. 

I do not want to elaborate further because it seems clear that if such a 

program were to work, the planning would have to be done by both colleges, b ut I 

would very much appreciate hearing your initial reaction. 

Sincerely, 



\ 

APPENilIX V 



DRAFT PRESS RELEASE 

In September, 1973, Bennington College will of~er seven courses for under-

graduate credit in Contemporary Black Music. Composition, improvisation, and 

ensemble work will be taught on all levels, supplamented by individual instrumental 

instruction. The College has just added three musicians to its faculty. 

Percussionist Milfor d Graves has performed and recorded with Gui seppi Logan, 

Roswell Rudd, Hohn Tchicai, Sonny Mor gan, Don Pullen, Albert Ayler and Lowell 

Davidson. Wi nner of the Talent Deserving of Further Recognition Award (Downbeat 

Magazine ) in 1967, he was Director of the Music Workshop at the 1967 Black Power 

Conference, Consultant at I.S. 201 Summer Session in 1968, and recipient of a 

grant f-..rom the National Endowment in 1973 . In addition Mr . Graves is a tabla and 

baya drummer and was a student of the Indian teacher Wasantha Singh. 

Reed player George Barrow studied theory at the Hartnett School of Music, 

flute with Paige Brook of the N. Y. Philharmonic, and clarinet with Leon Russianoff 

of the Man...h.attan School of Music. He has performed with Rheuban Phillips (The 

Apollo Theatre Or chestra) , Louis Bellison (touring with Pearl Bailey), and the 

Americana Or chestra, and wor k ed with the original Charles Mingus Jazz Workshop. 

He won the Metronome New Star Award in 1956 and is the co- leader of the Amram 

(David) Barrow Quartet. He toured Europe in 1961 with Jerome Robbins Ballet. 

He has recorded with Charles Mingus, Clark Terry, Thad Jones, Mel Lewis and Bill 

Dixon. 

Reed player Stephen Horenstein, has a B.A. in Music :from the Hart College of 

Music, is a member of the Judith Dunn/Bill Dixon Company (musicians and dancers ), and -
is currently completing work on a Masters degree at the University of Wisconsin. 

Musician-compos e-,· ,:; 1 1 L:_;·. '.,:.:::.n, a member of the Bennington College faculty 

since 1968, was a r;~, .,.,: :~ - -~:...;_--,::~:~>,, Residence at the Ohio State University (1966), 

taught at Teache:. .. -':: .. ..,-:::_·=-..or ge Washington University, and was a Visiting 

Professor in the School of Music at the University of Wisconsin (1971-72) . 

Organizer of the United Nations Jazz Society (1958), the October Revolution in 



-2-

Jazz (1964) , architect and founder of the Jazz Composers' Guild (1964) , has 

recorded for Savoy Records and RCA Victor and is presently co-director of the 

Judith Dunn/Bill Dixon Company. 

In addition, visiting Hadley Fellows will be on campus working wi th the 

regular faculty every month. Funds are also being sought to support a gr oup 

in residence on campus for substantial periods throughout the term. 

Bennington sees this new program as a way of supporting a largely unrecognized 

portion of our musical heritage, yet they are less interested i n mernoralizing the 

contributions of earlier Black musicians than i n providing a working env ironment 

for continual i nnovation. For forty years the College has emphasized the impor-

tance of experimentation both in aesthetics and education, and in 1975 plans to 

dedicate a new visual and performing arts complex to this ideal. 

Bennington College 
July 17, 1973 
ns 
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Police :;Ullion (!ejt) beconzes horne for art 

, if r.ct more 
her(: prison­
~ dozen tiny, 
·nich came 

p2.llet for 
;e , certainly 
~ t o:-i young­
t:eir joyous 
·d projeci.s. 
i;-:1 the !ess­
Y as the ICA 
im·He them 
·et them to 
t. 

Movi:ig-in -day v:ill come firs t to the 
old l:orse barn close beside the poli ce 
sts.tio;-i pr oper . v:ith o!Iice a:1d exhihi ­
t: on sp.i.ce expected to be comp!eted 
the:-e in July of this year. It is hoped 
that the entire r eh:.bil 1tc.tion of the 
building wiil be co!.lpleted by the 
sp;·ing c.f next yea r. \Yhen done it \;:ill 
include a mix of display and educa­
tion space, plus a r e3i:.'"!.u r2.nt and 
sculp:ure garden - this las: where 
police horses once were put out in the 
paddock. 

The ICA - always optimistic about 

Unde :- the direct ion of teacher 
art i~t-i:1-resid.~:ice Sill Dix0n. Ben­
ning ton Coilege ·s "Four E a r jy and 
Late Ennings of Sequen~es and 
Events in Black :.\Iusic"' took place 
from ?.L1y 17-'.!0 . 

It fe a tu red stLJ,r~. facultv, and 
guest mu :>ic!ans <> ,...,; 'i1.ncers , ;s v:::>!l 
as rare film "r· - ,, 5 of p3.5 ~ ;azz 
gr e:ns: from " · _ :;mith to E .il ie 
Holliday, Lou'- .: '. · :.::'" rang to J 0 ru1 
Coltran~. Jim, '·. ' -;::.ceford, L t::>te r 
Yo:.in e; . and Chai w : . ,1:-t:er. 

The festival was a succ.: ss on 
several levels. As a mu ,.,ic event. it 
stretched the tal t>r: ts oi t i:e r,a n ici­
p:rnts while evoking outburs c:; o; ap­
plause fro:n t!1e attcnt:,·e audience. 

Highiights of the four everJ ngs 
indu cted , · ri i·..: 0 1 ~ composi~on. 

its p'Jwers of persuasion - is even 
hop;;;iui it might per suade thE: :'•1BTA 
to u;:-.gradt: the back door entrance to 
the A.udi:·Jrit:m siation. \\·hich is ri?ht 
next door to the ICA. Also next door 
are po!ice and fire faci'.i : ~e s . So the 
ICA shouid be well ioca:ed n0t o:i::/ 
for con-:enie nce but also for ::: ecur ity. 

The current dri\·e to rai.se Sl.5 
m iliion. Andrew C. Hyce, director of 
the in.:ti: ute , says is goi:ig v;e!l. I t has 
dr2. wn support es::i ec:ialjy from foun ­
datiom for its urba n education p r o­
gr am known as V.A.L.U .E. (Visual 

v • 
f;: f'F Fi: "?:1-'':YC? li I'? a 

,._ ......,._ : - · .i ' ...,/ "-.../j/ t.--. i:i. .... ;....-~ 
.J.!.. _L_ <._; 

"Letters to ~.Iys e !f. F rom Others an~ 
to O:hers,· · perf9rmed by the com­
pc2er on t:-umpet aEd pi2.no ''"ith hi3 
s tude n t ensemble of ::; .) in­
st.:.-um entalists . Guest performers 
from the fac !llt.y oi the Cni\·ersity of 
Wisconsin , d2.r:cer Quincy Edwar ds. 
and percussionist He!1ry Letcher 
were a!:;o ou tstandin? . a s ·,;.·ere th ree 
visilin; rne.r.1bers fr om the Boston 
A:-t !::nse::1ble . and ti:l e audience fa ­
vo::it e . I\.: w York percu~si ,.;i ~st '. fi!­
frcd G r;n·es. 

l::kn:1:::gton Colle ;e shout;:'. i:Je ;; c; ::-1!­

men cit'd fo r provid ir::g an 2..rer!a in 
wf. ic :i its mu.sico.ns ..:<; n pi:- rinnr: up to 
su ,·h high profe-ss1 ::nal s t .. 1:1darlis 
while a!so ? iYi.n~ inc L.:-<'S ted s~t:dents 
insi;ht into the b!ac;- ex;:ierie nce. 

T . A. ·, . 

-----~ - -­.,----: .. --
_ _....____.. ------· 

; .,..._ _____ ... -~---· -,.. 

L ......,.....,..,..,...--___.. ,,.___...-- -- · • -• -

~ _________ ...,..._t- --~·· 

----- --~ 

. ·--- · _.. 

. .\rts L:.J.borato:-y 1n Urba;: Sduc:iticn) 
·,vhich hs.s rec <? :»«' d -~ B.O 1.>J ;o date . 
The ).[2.3:-;J.e:~t..: se ::_, Cuu:r:·il on t!:e 
-~rts and hu::1 c.r:! ~ ~e .s. the Gc .:frty L. 
c~tot Ch :.~. rit:· ::- .:':?- '.trust. 2. ~ d Lfie -~r~ ... 
bel Lou'.se Ri'. ,~y Tru:0.t :~::.Ye all con­
tributed. 
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