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the members of the Bennington College community, Jointly seek

to promote the exercise of indivicual responsibility

to moderate conflict vetween ihe organs of sovernment

1o provide forums for the discussion of affairs affecting
o

erivers of the community

to clerify the locus of leblulazlxe authority

to insure continuiiy in the governance of the community.

& J

der the laus of the Stste of Vermont and under the charter of the

e
tion, we

Article I. House Government & Student entatives

The members of each house shall elect a House Chairperson
and an Assistant House Chairperson, or two Co-Chalirpersons altl the end
of ezch s r, o serve for a psriocd of cne semester, HNo
first term frc:bman or transier student shall be eligible to
serve as a

gh

emeste

It shall be the responsibility of the House Chairpersen, or Co-

[ MRS, . + S R g iy . . P+l Faved
Chairpersons,; to exazcute the rezulatiions and conduct the tusiness

e

of the
proper ; d
Chairpe college~owned houses shall serve

on Student Coune: ! 21l have cone voie on
_Student Council, whe*
Chalirperson shall eni
house m&&tiDSr by T

offenses to i ne
from the fins 101al fo)e

Each heuse shall hold ircou

(a) To legislate on nouoc'
in the house®*;

(b) To deliterate and voie on matters of coliege policy whenever
requested by Student Counci r nenocers of the houae,

(c) To orient new student ! sy i T T

Guestions rererred to nhouse meetinzs for discussion by a proper

authority e iscussed within two weeks.

.Jlu,.-l be chosen
Council, providing that
csentation on Student Council

Representatives for
in & n cr Lo te deter: >
an cfiort is made to insure cqual rcp
vwith the o*lcr houses.

\J

+*

3

ament.

This assumes *constitutio
Ses AdminixtratiVN/ﬁtuucn‘ u :h bans
pets on campus. Also see Student Ceuncil minutes af 1924 and
Spring 1975 for the bawsis of Aduinstrative actlion,

therefore establish this censtitution.
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Off-campus represcntatives chall be elcected in the first two

eeks cf each term. These reooresentatives shall serve until
elcct:vn) are hc?d in the Ic*lou;'; berm. 11
sponsible for seeing that proper deliberation and voiing takes
place in the constituency tncy represent, and shall serve on
Student Council.

Article II. Student Government & Electorate

Individual participation being essential to effective self-

governnent,

(2) BEvery student member of the community shall have the
right of suffrage on every matter that is presented
for o vote, and 15% of those elibille voters present
at any election or balloting shall have the right to
demand that veting take place by secret ballet if not
already requircd | by the Constitutien s

{b) A1l members of the student comrmunity shall have the
right {0 nominate conadidates for elective of ILce,
provided that they obscrve the provisions of the Con-
stitution in oifering such nominations;

(c¢) Bvery membsr of the stud cnt comrunity shall have the
right petiticn the Student Council in any matter of
college policy; and if studenis numbering 15% of the
electorate shall petition the Student Council in support
of specific legisiation, the Student Council must refer

r without eco"ﬁ“uaatlon) to a vote

the matter (with o
in the house meet

(d) Members of the student community shall
to recall officizls elected or appoint

Il
A recall electic

1
n shall be held when 15%
constituency has vetitioned for it, an
be removed from office whnenecver a majo T
in a recall elcvtzcn or cnenthi“ﬁ of the i ¥s
(whichever is larger ) hall have voted for thelr.wecall;
(e) 15% of the student electorate may petition for a siudent
or Community Heeting;
(f) Any election or talloting where less than 25% of the
student electorate cast itheir vote shall be delcared
invalid,
The President of Student Council will ected by the Student
body at large. The Ercsiccnt shall pr over Stuvaent Lonwcil,
and Student and Community S for in this Constitution,

A L
shall be responsible {for preparing da for Student Council,
and shall be responsible for seecing t ns passed by Student

(0]
Council are carried into effect. Only studenits who have scerved at
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all infractions of

(continun ) least one tern on Student Council nhall be eligible
the olfice of Presidant, The President shall n soncurrently

chrcswna~ulve. The Vice-
01f at large freom the
hold both positions

hold the position of Student Council
Fresident sh 11 be elected by the si
current moubers of Student Council, ¢
concurrentlyv. 1In the absence of ihe
shall assume the duties of the President, until such time as the
President returns, or new elections can be held. The FPresident
and Vlcemyre dent shall be elecied at the beginning of cach term
and shall scrve for one semester, until electicns are held the
following term, Student Council shall elect a Treasurer and a
Secretary, and the Student Zducational Policies Committee shall
appeint a Secretary. The Treasurer and the Secretaries shall be

Q4

palid from Student Council funds,

There shall be a Student Coun
the hougru, plus the off-camp olc
the responsibility of Student Council:
(a) To incuire into and deliberate up
College policy erising within the Council or presented to
it for consideration by gaencle
(b) To provide for expenditure of Hecrcat!
funds;
(c) To establish housi
appeals on heusing
(@) To conduct election an enduvis and publicize the results;
(e) To plan the orientaticn of new students, in concurrence with
the Director of $S 3
(f) To conduct
deemns necess
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ations, run roon drawings, and hear
ey

. cuncil shall extend to
rules by students, and to Constituiional

E

In aduitnon, the authority oi
; .

matters solely concerning studentis or Student Government. It
shall insure that provisions ' S re observed
by the Student Eody, its oif s. it shall
have the power to employ suci appropriate,
up to and including the power to suspend or expel studentis, .

Every student shall have the right to appeal to ihe President
of the Colleze 1o reduce a penalty lmp\cvﬂ by ouudcnt boun01i.
Sentences of suspension or expulsi

President of the Ceollege.

Student Council shall hold meetingzs at least once every two weeks,
All meetings will be oven. Siudent Council nay refer matters of
special importance, or where general student opinion is desired,

with or without fuﬂONﬁcnuatﬁor, 10 the Student vedy. It 1

for discussion of such matters in House Meetings or at a Student o
Community lieeting.

Student Council shall execute the regulations and conduct the bu

w
e

dcnt, the Vice-President

ss of the Student Elecicrate as it
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(continued) and shall also consult with faculty members of their
divisions whenever the cxpression of student opinion is sought.
The di'1u10n 1L representatives shall shiall cloo stvdy eid

L3
—_— ~ or-
25 reno

- csentati 3, cringing any gene nl S S
hat crnerge to the attention or the iaculily, then send: g these
reports on ‘to the President. The divisional representatives sh
meet as a committee of the whole to discuss questions of cducational
15 consildered by the Faculty &nd/or Trustee hducational

n

Policies Committees when its opinions as representative of the
student body is sougit.*%

The on 90”*dcnt Term Commlttee: T : a Non Resident

junior, and senior clas ses,
the Director of the lon Hesident :
ex officio., One freshman shall k¢ >cted vote e tudent
body every year at the end of th candidate
for reelection ecach following year Lnbll she or he QL,JuaLcs, ut

all other candidates nay be nominated | the studen t its
discretion anu according to the nuqinaii01 procedu ying to
student menmb {of the C nityl. A% the sanme ulty

membor shal
faculty
The Comnmi
the first
called by
be h"’l(. due

nad

éo o ths
The Corﬂiu;,

3 g et
and adninistrative menbers of
to their respective constituencies nre
present from each constituency for the Committee

Article IV. The Administration

For the pur nistration

pose
shall be designated by the Presid

. .

The administration exsrcises
its policies adopted by cu.)twtuv;onal authu:*
is not otherwise providea for.

ssary to carry out
where their execution

b}

The President has the auvthority te recommend to the Trustees the
appoiniment and reappoiniment of mconuvers of the faculty and administraticn,
observing such recommendations s they may bte adopted by the faculiy
affecting the nature of the advice that is 1o be employed in reviewing

appointments

** read "Trustiece Community Life Comnmit

T

Portions of this section are operationally outmoded. Consult current
faculty and student handbooks for proccaure.,
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The President has authority to reconme o the Trustees changes
in the policics of the collese on his . «-r ovmn initiative or
upon formal recommendation of the facui“ . or the comEunity,

lothing in this constitution shall abridze the authority of the
President to act in alil matlers in which he or she is legally
responsible for, or accountable to the Trusteces for, the conduct

of the college. Neveriheless, in cases in which the President
finds it neccssary to contravene legislation adopted by the
community or one of iis constit tuencies, he she shall report
the acticn both to the approprJatn tody c
and to the Trustees, and shall transmit
memoranda prepared for their considerat
one of 1ts constituencies,

o the Trustees any
ion by the community or

V. Community Government

The Bennington Colleze C the
faculty, and the member

The Bennington College Community will normzlly meet in separate
constituencies to deliberate upon matiers of college policy, but
nothing in this constitution shall be held to preclude a general
meeting of the whole community on “atucr" of general concern

The Community shall meet as > upon the call of the

QCWu~bqu, or the

President, the Faculty Educati c
o it] f the community to the
C

Student Council; upo
Student Council, or when two ce
policies, In all cases, Commun
by the President of the Student
reprcscnudtlve.

Amendnent of Article I1I. may Dbe proposed by any standing committe

"r
of the faculty, by a majority vote of the members of an acadeni
division (by voie of one of the seven academic divisions) or by
etition of cone-fourth of the voting members of the faculty. An
amendment shall be adoptied when ayproved by a majority of those

voting in a faculty neeting.

<

All voting on matiers of community concern shall take place in

J

the separate constituencies, as provided for in this constitution.

nretation of the constitution is

tw]
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O
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In all cases in
in dispute, and
disagree upon a p
asserts a clainm
of opinion shall be referred to a Const
composed of three mnembers of the admini

O

tutional Council, to be
iration other than the

President, three members of the teaching faculty, and three students

chosen by preferential ballot of the stuaent body from candidates
nominated by a student.
No member of the administration or faculiy shall be eligible for

f the community government

where two or nore competent constituencies

ting toth cr in which one constituency

sputh by another, the difference
ti
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§2. ihen this constitution

§3. Rules and regulations

has becen

(continued) the Constit th-xul Council untlil 5
a menber of the facultly r lwo years. Ho student chall be
eligibie Tor the Constituti 7n:1 Council until he or she ha
on Jfrdcnt Council or the Student

< t/\_,l.I

ies Commitice

-

served st least

Educatio Poli

The Constitutional Council she
presided over by one of its !
elected fcr one and cne-hz ]f V“’“o, one nember from each
constituency being chosen each term., A majority vote of

the Council shall be binding on all partices to a dispute,

provided that no decision of this Council may abridge Article
e, §5 ¢ ihis constitution. The Council shall publish its
reas i

!
11 be a standing committee,

1hers., Its members shall be

v

o
o
1N
il

relo and shall
us vhen it fails to

Po R oty

decisions when nade, assigning
publish both majority and minority opi
reach a vnznimous decision.

e

Article VI, Amendment

Amendment of Articles V and VI may be proncsed by cne guarter
of the siudent bouv, the Student COan. the Feeting,
r the nmembers of the adminisirati nd shall b opted

hhen approved by a najority of

ma jority of student heouses, a majorit and a
ma jority of the administration.

No amendment of this constitution may be voted uron until afier
a pe‘(\-‘-cﬁt of e fol T ¥

and : t°cimumﬁ’ 1 ] n

provided that the tote
greater than 500 of

has been adopted, cificers cf th

Tand

S e
cessary elections an
e

community {:"‘\".:I'h ent shall conduct necessary
semenis as may he NEeCessaT

such other
transier of au'
established un

be dgetermin d
s of past experience.

this consi
by the present

15 of the present community government shall

remain in effect until changed by properly established constitutional

authority.
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Furthermore, in line witih traditioral legal preceedings, a student
trought before the commitice is entiiled to cholce of counsel to
reprecsent his or her defl Although Judiciary Comalittee caones
vAll et besed- o advers vroceedings, that is, with & plaintiff
and a defendant, ithe commis tc shall be e°vcns°,ie for determining
the facts of “Lhe case ana will therefore have thc power to call
individuals belore the. conmmittee to testify avoutl the case in gu
It will be the duty cof the commitiee to resolve disputes as

uestion.

21ickly and zmicably to both parties as is possible. The i nculon
of the committee is therefcore to minim : .
An a vindictive fashion. HNever shall M ]
have the power 1o pursue cases on iis .f
resoluticn of cach case or set of cases, the current Judiclary
Comnittee will distand. Sslection ¢f a new comniitee will e
in accordance with procedures described zbove, A voling member
of the Judiciary may not serve two conseccutive t Se

David Smallman, Student Council

T






