
... - - College Constitution After Amendmentof Spring 1975 and 
incorporating prior document and

past amendm ents J 

We the members o f th e Bennington College community jointly seek 
to promote the exercise of individualresponsibility
to moderate conflict between the organs of government
to provide forums for the discussionof affairs aff ecting 

all members of the community
to clarify th e l ocus of legslative a uthority 
to insure continuity in the governance of the community

Under the of the Stateof Vermont and under the charter of the 
Bennington Collage.. Corporation we therefore establish this constitution

Articl e I. House Government & Student  representatives

§1. Th e members of each house shal l elect a House Chairper son 
and an assistant House Chairperson , or two Co-Chairpersons a t the end
of eachsemester to serve for a period of one semester o

first. termfreshman or transfer student shall be eligible t o 
serve as a Chairperson.

§2. It shall be the responsibilityof the House Chairperson or Co-
Chairpersons to execute the regulations andconduct the business
of thehouse employing those measures that may.. be necessary and
proper to fullfil l the responsibilities putforth in th i s Constitution
Chairpersons or Co-Chairpersons of college-owned houses shallserve
on Student Council Eachof these houses shall have one vote on 

. StudentCouncil whether theyhave one Chairperson or two~ 'l'he 
Chairperson shallbefore legislation that has.. been passed by the 
hcusG meeting by the Student Government or by the Communityo 

When enforcement proves impossible the Chairperson shall report
offenses to the Student Council Chairpersons shall be e empt
from the final.. ncial o bligations of the house, e xcept as members thereof

§3. Each hou s e shall hold frequent meetings of all its members in order
(a) To legistate on house ·bus iness, such as quiet hou:rs , and pets

in the house*
(b) 

(c) 

To deliberateand vo te on matters of college policy whenever 
requested by Student Council or membersof the hou.se ; 
To orient new students each term. ' ! 

uestions referred to house meetings for discussion by a proper 
a uthor ity shall be discussed within two weeks.

§4 Representatives for students living off campus shal l be chose
in manner to be determined by Student Council providing that
an effort is made to insure equal representation on Student Council 
with the oth er houses . 

This assumes "constitutionality" of the most recent amendment

** See Administrative studentservices office document 11 h .ich bans
pets on campus. Also Student Council minutes of 1 197 and

Spring 1975 for the basis of administrative action.



§5 . Off-campus representatives shall be elected in the first twowee
cf e3.ch term. These representatives shall serve until 

elections are held in the following term. They shall be re-
sponsiule for seeing that properdeliberation and voting takes
place i n the constituencyth ·y rcprcsent t a nd shall s erve on 
Student Council . 

Ar t icle II. St udent Gov ernment &; Electora te 

§1. Individual participation being essential to effective self-
governncnt, 
( a ) Every student member of the co mmunity shall have the 

right of suffrage on every matter that is pres ented 
for vote, and. 15% of those eligible voters present 
at any election or balloting shall have the right to 
demand that voting take place by secret ballot if not 
already requiredLby the Constitution.

( b ) All members of the student community shal l have the 
right to nominate candidates for elective office, 
provided that they o bserve the provisions of the Con-
stitution in offering such nominations

(c) Every member of the student communitty shal l have the 
r ight to petition the Student Council in any matterof 
college policy and. if students numbering 15% of the 
elec t orate shallpetition the Student Council in s uppor t 
of specific legislation the Student Councilmust refer 
the matter (with or without recommendation to a vote 
in the house meetings; 

. ( d) embersof the stucient cc . . muni ty shall have the ri ght 
to recall officials elected or appointed by students. 
A recall election shall be held when 15% of the appropriate
cons ti tucnc;y has petitioned for it, and a.n official sha1l 
be removedfrom office whenever a majorityty of those voting 
i n a recall el ecticn orone- third. of the eligble voters 
(whichever is larger) s hall have voted. for theorrecall

(e) 15 of the student electorate may petition for a studen t 
or Community Meeting

(f ) Any electi on or balloting where less than 25 of the 
studen t electorate cast their vote shall be declared
i nval ido 

§2. The President of Student Council will be elected l1y the Student 
body a.t large. 'I'h e President shall preside over StudentCouncil, 
and. Student and Community eetings provided for in this Constitution
shall be responsible for pr eparing the a genda for Student Council, 
a nd shall be responsible for seeing that motions passed by Student
Council are carried i.nto effect . Only students i:ho have served at 
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§2. (cont i nu ed ) least one term on StudentCouncil shall be eligible
for the office~ of President The Presidentshall not concurrently 
hoJ.d. the position of StudentCouncil Representative THe Vice-
President sha.. ll be elected by the student body at larc;e from the 
current members of Student Counc: .i.l, and shall hold both pos itions 
concurrently. In the absence of the President the Vice President
shall assume the duties of the President until such time as the 
Presi dent re turns , or new elections can be held . The President
and Viceshall be elected President t he beginning of each term 
and. shal l serve for one semester until elections are held the
following t erm . Student Council shalllJ. elect a Treasurer and a 
Secretary t and the Student Education Policies Committee shall 
a ppoint a secretary THe Treasurer and the Secretar i es shal l be 
paid fro m Student Council funds . 

§J . There shall be a Student Counc il, composed of' Chairpersons of 
the houses , plus the off-campus representatives It shall be 
the responsibility of Student Council: 
(a) To inquire into a.nd. .. deliberate upon matters of Student or 

College policyarising within the Council or presented to 
i t for consideration by other agencies ; 

(b) To prov:i.d.e for expenditure ofRecreation and Spec ial Events 
funds; 

(c) To establish housin c; regulations run room drawings and. hear
appeals on housing decisions

(d.) To conduct election a . .::ci referendums and. publicize the results; 
(e) To plan the orientation of new students in concurrence with

the Director of Admissions
(f) To conduct such oth0r business of the Student Electorate as i t 

deems necessary and proper

§4. In addition, the authorityof Student Council shall extend to 
all infractions of rulesby students andto Constitutional 
matters soJ..eJ.y concerning students or Student Government It 
shall ins ure that provisions of this Constitution are observed 
1)y the Student Body its officers and Representatives It shall
have the power to employ such pena l ti.es as it seems appropriatete, 
up to and including the power to suspend or expel students. 

§5. Every stude;nt shall have the right to appeal to the Pres i dent 
of the College to r ed.uce a penalty j_1.1posed by Student Counc il. 
Sentences of suspension or expulsion must be appealed to the 
President of the College . 

§6 . Student Council shall hold meetings at leastonce every two weeks.
./\11 meetings will be open Student Counc i l may refer matters of 
spec i a l i mportance , or where generalstudont opinion is des ired, 
with or without to the student body. It may call 
for discussionof such matters in HosueMeetings or at a Student or 
Community i eeting
Student Council shall execute the r eculations and conduct the bus i ness 
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§?. (contim1c:d ) and shall also consult with faculty members of th e ir 
divisions whenever the expressions of student opinions is sought . 

he divisional representatives shall :.~!1::..::1 also study and discuss

the class respesentatives report t bringing anygeneral suggestions
tba t emerge to the attention of the faculty then sending these
reports on to the President The divisional representatives shall
meet as a committee of the whole to discuss questions of educational 
policy being considered. by t he facultty and or Trustee Educational
Policies Committees when its opinions as representatives of t he 
student tody is sought **

§8. The on Resident Term Committee: There sha ll be a Non Resident
t erm Committeecomposed. of one representative of each of the sophmore
junior, and s enior classes three members of the tea ch ing facultyt y , 
the Director of the Non esident Term Office a nd the Dean of Studies , 
ex officioc One freshman shall be e l ected by vote of the student 
body every year at the end of the spring term a.nd s hall be candidatete 
for r eelection each following year untilshe or he graduates but 
all other candidates may be nominated by the studen t body at its 
discretion and according to t he nonination procedures applying to
studentmembers of the Community t the.. same time one facultyJ 

..... member shall be elected ln a pr er --~ .._;D L.le,. Sc: .. L et a lot of the

f acul ty to serve for a term of three years.
The Committee as a whole shall elect a faculty Chairpersonat
the firstmeeting in the fall term This firstmeeting shall be
c a l led. by the Directorof the Non Resident Term Office and shall 
be held during the first month of the fall term.
The Committee shall stand in t he same relationship to the Non Resident
Term Offic e as the faculty and student ducational Policies Committee
do to the Dean of Studies.
The Committee will serve the Director of the Non Resident Term 
Office in the capacityof a consultative body. The student faculty , 
and administrativemembers of· the Committee shall serveas liasons
to their r e s pective co~:s ti tu.c-r:c ir;;..; , a.nd a represenative rnust be
presen t from eac h constituency for th e Committee to transactbus i ness . 

Artic l e I V. The Administration

§1. For the purposes of this c onstitution, the membersof the administration 
shall be designatedted by the President of the college.

§2. The administration exercises the authorityneces sary to carry out 
its policie s adopted by constitutionalauthoritywheretheir execution 
is not otherwise provided for c 
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§3 The President has the authority to recommend to the Trustees the 
appointrnent and reappointmentof membersof the faculty and administration
o bscrving such recommendations as they may beadopted. by the faculty
affecting the natureof the advice t ha t i s to be employed. i n reviewing
appointments.

** rea d "Tru s t e e Community Lif e Commi.. ttee
t Portions of th :i s section are o erationallyoutmoded Consult current 

f aculty ancl student handbooks for procedures



§  The Prcsiclcnt has authoritty to recommend ·-' the Trustees changes
in the policies of the co llege on ._ ini or 
upon formal recommendationtion of the faculty the community

§5. Nothing in this constitution shall abridge the a uthority of the 
President to act in all matters in which he or she j_s legally
responsible for , or accountable to the Trustees for , the conduct 
of the college Nevertheless, in cases in which the President
finds j_t necessary to contravene legislation adopted by the 
c ommuni ty or one of its constituencies he or she shall report 
t he action both to the appropriate body of the community government
and to the Trustees, and shalltransmitt to the Trustec:s any 
memoranda prepared for their consideration by the community or 
one of its constituencies . 

V. Communityty Government

§1. The Bennington College Community consists of the student1t body, the 
f aculty, and the members of the administrationtion and staff. 

§2. The Bennington College Communitty will normally meet in separatte 
constituencies to deliberatete upon matters of college policy, but 
nothing in this constitution shallbe held to preclude a g eneral 
meeting of the whole communityon matters of general concern.
The Community shallmeet as single group upon the call of the 
President , the Faculty educational policies committee or the 
Student Council; upon pe t ition of 15 cf the communityty to the 
Student Counci1 1 er when two constituencieshave adopted divergent
policies. In all cases Community Meetings shal l be presided over 
by the President of the student Council or the President'sdelegated. 
r epresentative. 

§J. Amendment of Article III. may be proposed by any standing committee 
of th e faculty , by a majority vote of the members of anacademic
division (by vote of one of the seven academic divisions or by 
petition of on e- fourth of the votingmembers of the faculty, An 
amendment shall be ad.opted when approved by a majority of those 
voting in a facul t-y meeting

§4. All voting on matt ers of community concern shall take place in 
the separate constituencies, as provided for jn this constitution . 

§5. In all cases in which the interpretation of the constitution is 
in dispute, and in all cases where t o or more compent c onsti.tucnc ics 
disagree upon a policy affecting both er in which one cons 
asserts a claim to co mpe tence that i s d i sputed by another , the diff erence 
of opinion shall be referred toa Const i tutional Council, to be 
composed of three members of the administration other than the 
.President, t hree members of the teaching faculty and three students 
c hosen by preferential ballot of the student body from cand idates 
nominated by a student. 
No member of the administration or facu l ty shall be eligible for 
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(cont.~.rn . .:.e:l ) the he or she has been
a member of tl c for 

he 
least one term on Student Council or the Student

Educaitonal Policies Committee

§1. 

§2. 

The Counc i l shall.. be a standingcommit tee , 
presided over by o ne: of it:) members Its members sha11 be 
elected one , on e member from each

cons t i tuency be i ne; chosen each term , A majorityvote of 
the Council sh2.l l lie binding on all to a dispute
provided that no decision of t his Council mau abridge Article 
IV §5 of this constittution . the council sha ll publish its 
decisions when made assigning reasons therefor, and shall
publish both majority and minority opinions when it fails to 
reach a unanimous decision.

Articl e VI. Amendment

Amendment of Articles V and VImay be proposed by cne quarter
of the student body the Student Council the faculty meeting , 
or the membersof the administration , andshall be adopted 
when approved bya majorityo f those students voting and a
majority of student houses majorityof the faculty and a
major ity of the administration

No amendment of this constitutionon may be voted upon until afte~r 
a period of t wo weeks following the formal proposal of the amendment
and its circulation to all membersof the college community by 
the Secreta ry cf the college. 

Article VIL Ratification

§1. Th is cons ti tution shall be adopted when :l.t has been approved b y 
a. majorityof the students and a majorityof the faculty voting

in a referendum to e conducted by the present executive committee
provided that the total number of· voters in each constituency is 
greater than 50% of th e eligible voters.

§2. When thisconstitution has been adopted of fic ers of t he present 
community government shal l conduct necessary elections a n d make
such other arrangements as may be necessary to insure an ordc:rly 
transfer of authority provided that members of standing committees
established under the present comminty government.hose terms
have t expired shalll be entitled t o c on tinue in office f or no 
longer than one semester .or the first.. student election under
this constitution eligibilityrequirements shall be determined
by the present execut ive committee on the basis of past experience. 

§J . Rules a nd regulations of the present community government shall
r emain in effect until changed by properly established constitutional
authority. 
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At the behest of the President of Student Council or at the request
of the Housing Committee a Judiciary Committee will be chosen by 
Student Council in th e following manner.
1) following a requestfor the formationof the committee the next
meeting of Student Council will have selection of members for a

judiciary committee as the first itsnof business on the agenda

.L. 

a ) Nominations will be made by members of Student Council and
can be for any member of the Student Body judged notdirectly
involved in . the case to -be decided. Where disputes arise as

b) 

c) 

to t.he selection of particular individuals each case will

be discussedand voted upon by StudentCouncil a simple
.o.ever

.n. other reason than. the one mentioned above i.e., conflict
o f interest may be overruled by the President of Student

COuncil and the individual seated on the .. committee

.. .. 
. . :: 

. . . . .. ... 

.. . 
- . . 
. . - . . . 
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Furthermore in line with traditional legal proceedings a student 
brought before the committee is entitled to choice of' counsel to

represent this or her defense Although Judiciary... Committee cases

1.::i.l.L abased on adversary proceedings that is 1 with a plaintiff
and a defendant the committee shall be responsible for determining
the facts of the case anc will therefore have the power to c all 
individuals before the committee to testifyabout the case in question. 

It will be t he duty of the committee to resolve disputes as 
quickly and amicably to bo th parties as is possible The function 
of the committee is therefore to minimi.e disputes and not to act 
·in a vindictive fashion. .ever shall the Judiciary Committee
hav e the power to pursue cases on its own intiative After the 
resoluticn of each cas e; or set of cases the current Judiciary
C.mmittee will disband Selection of a ne. committee will be
in a accordance with procedures described above A voting member
of the Judiciary may net serve two consectutiveve terms.

- 2-




