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Henry Purcell's Dido and Aeneas 
Libretto by Nahum Tate 

Prologue musie by Tom Bogdan 

Prologue 
Act I. The Palace 

Act II, Scene I, The Cave 
Act II, Scene II, The Grove 
Act III, Scene I, The Ships 

Act III, Scene II, The Palace 

Performed without intermission. 

Synopsis 

Act I. After the Trojan wars, Prince Aeneas sets sail for Italy, where he is destined to 
r·efound the city of Troy on the banks of the Tiber. Blown off course by storms to the 
north coast of Africa, he is entertained by Dodo, Queen of Carthage. Fascinated by the 
account of his historic escape from the sack ofTroy, she begins to fall in love with her 
guest, but, oppressed by the heavy affairs of state, is reluctant to yield completely. Urged 
on by her courtiers and especially by her cheerful confidante Belinda, she at length tacitly 
gives in to Aeneas, whose promise to postpone his departure for a passionate and indefi
nite sojourn in Carthage already sounds hollow, despite the formal rejoicings of the court 

· at the prospect of a royal union. 

Act II. The scene changes to a cave, where the Sorceress, Dido's bitterest enemy, plots 
with a coven of witches to destroy Carthage by ruining the queen's amorous prospects. 
They plan to send an elf disguised as Mercury to Aeneas to remind him of his destiny, 
hoping that he will then abandon his royal lover. The second scene of this act is sent in a 
grove, where Dido and Aeneas, having discreetly consummated their love the night 
before, are entertained by courtiers who perform songs and dances rich in hunting meta
phors. With the outbreak of a violent storm conjured by the Sorceress, Dido and her 
followers rush back town, while Aeneas stays behind to hear the message of the false 
Mercury: the elf proclaims that Jove himself has commanded the prince to waste no more 
time in lovemaking. Amid loud and extrdvagant protestations, Aeneas precipitously 

resolves to set sail; as the witches reappear to gloat over the deceit. 

· Act III. In an ironic juxtaposition, the final act opens with Aeneas's sailors callously 
biding their "nymphs" farewell. The exultant Sorceress confidently predictS the queen's 
imminent death. At their last meeting the injured Dido despises Aeneas more for his 
cowardly promise to stay than for his concealed resolve to leave. She brusquely orders 
him way, but when he is gone realizes that she cannot live without him. With Belinda 
unable to console her, Dido dies (of a broken heart?). Cupids appear from the clouds and . 

scatter roses on her tomb. 

Cast in order of appearance: 

Phoebus -Tom Shoemaker 
His Companions: Eli Phillips, Michael Chinwmth, Nat Sylva 
Venus: Raphaela Primus 
Her Companions: Deva Jasheway; Lara Hoffman, Allie Polubiec 
Spring: Jessa Brown 
He: Nat Sylva 
She: Rebecca Moulton 
Dido or Elissa, Queen of Carthage: Annie Schwartz 
Belinda, her sister: Sonia Muscatine 
Second lady: Genessa Matthews 
Aeneas, A Trojan Prinee: Morgan Whitaker 
Sorceress: Katie Beudert 
First Witch: Deva Jasheway 
Second Witch: Lam Hoffman 
Sailor: Eli Phillips 
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Danny DiDomenico 
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Ruth Nelson 
Eli Phillips 
Anthony Pinto 
Allie Polubiec 
Raphaela Primus 
Tom Shoemaker 
Nat Sylva 

Dancers: 

Evie Garf 
Ruth Nelson 
Amanda Phillips 

Musicians: 

Harpsichord: Yoshiko Sato 
Violins: Kaori Washiyama and Kate Ritter 
Cello: Nat Parke 
Prologue pianist: Kanako Seki 
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