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Sojourner Truth Speaks is an excerpt from the cantata Meeting for Equal 
Rights 1866, commissioned by Cooper Union, with the assistance of the · 
National Endowment for the Arts, for its Bicentennial concert in the 
Great Hall of Cooper Union. 

The cantata is concerned with the struggle, immediately after the Civil 
War, to obtain the right to vote for women as well as men. In the end, 
it took five decades for this to be achieved. In this excerpt Sojourner 
Truth, one of the remarkable women of the 19th century, speaks to the 
issue as a former slave. 

I come from another field - the country of the slave. They have got their 
liberty - so much good luck to have slavery partly destroyed; not entirely. 
I want it root and branch destroyed. Then we will all be free indeed. I 
feel that if I have to answer for the deeds done in my body just as much 
as man, I have a right to have just as much as a man. There is a great 
stir about coloured men getting their rights, but not a word about the 
colored women; and if the colored mqn got their rights, and not the colored 
women theirs, you see the colored men will be masters over the women, and it 
will be just as bad as it was before. 

I am above eighty years old; it is about time for me to be going. I have 
been forty years a slave, and forty years free, and would be forty years here 
to have equal rights for all. I suppose I am kept here because something 
remains for me to do; I suppose I am yet to help break the ch~in. I have done 
a great deal of work, as much as a man. - \v.e do as much, we eat as much, we 
want as much. 

- Sojourner Truth 
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