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Sojourner Truth Speaks is an excerpt from the cantata Meeting for Equal

Rights 1866, commissioned by Cooper Union, with the assistance of the -
National Endowment for the Arts, for its Bicentennial concert in the
Great Hall of Cooper Union,.

The cantata is concerned with the strugglé, immediately after the Civil
War, to obtain the right to vote for women as well as men. In the end,
it took five decades for this to be achieved. In this excerpt Sojourner
Truth, one of the remarkable women of the 19th century, speaks to the
issue as a former slave,

I come from another field - the country of the slave. They have got their
liberty = so much good luck to have slavery partly destroyed; not entirely.
I want it root and branch destroyéd. Then we will all be free indeed. I

feel that if I have to answer for the deeds done in my body Jjust as much

as man, I have a right to have just as much as a man. There is a great

stir about coloured men getting their rights, but not a word about the
colored women; and if the colored men got their rights, and not the colored
women theirs, you see the colored men will be masters over the women, and it
will be just as bad as it was before.

I am above eighty years old; it is about time for me to be going. I have
been forty years a slave, and forty years free, and would be forty years here

to have
remains

want as

equal rights for all.

I suppose I am kept here because something

for me to do; I suppose I am yet to help break the chain., I have done
a great deal of work, as much as a man, - We do as much, we eat as much, we

much .,

- Sojourner Truth
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Estabha triste el piano
er. el conciertec, :
olvidade en su frac sepulturero,
y luego abrid la boca,

su beca de ballena:

entrc el piarista ¢l piano
v:lzndo come un cuervo,

alge pasrf- como si cayera

una piedra

de plata

C una mano

a un estanque

escondido:

resbald la dulzura

como la lluvia

sobre una campana,

cayd la luz al fondo

de una casa cerrada, )

una esmeralda recorrico el abismo
y sond el mar,

la noche,

las praderas,

la gota del rocio _

el altisimo trueno,

cantd la arquitectura de la rosa
rodd el silencie al lecho de ]

Asi nacib la mdsica

del piano que moria

subid la vestidura

de la nafyade

del catafalco

y de su dentadura

hasta que en el olvido
cay6 el piano, el pianista -
y el conciserto,

y todo fue sonido
torrencial elemento,
sistema puro, clarc companaric,

‘Entonces volvid el hombre
del,aﬁaol de la musica,
Bajo volando como
cuervo perdido
o caballero loco:

rd >
cerrs su koca de ballene el piano

&
y el anduvo hacia atrds,
hacia el silen clo,

‘DA AL PRAIIC - —~

V
something hap;ened, like a silv
downfall
of pzbbles
or a hand
in a pond,
unchserved:

a trickle cf sweetness

like rain

on the smooth of a bell,

light fell

through the padloclks and boli:
a house,

tc the depths,

an emerald crossed the abysses,

the sea gave its sound

the night

and the dews

and ths meadows,

the s*f;eéfpes” ascents of
3
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and qui Llecs cuc*lefq the milk
morning.,

So melody grew

in 2 dying piano,

the naiad's

investiture

rose orn the catafalgue
from a margin of teeth,
piano, pianist,

and concerto plunged downward, oblivious,

till all was soncrity,
torrential beginnings,

consummate gradation, a bell's tower

clarities,

Then the man in the tree

of his music came back to us,
He came down like
a blurdering crow on its cqurse

£y

Tomad
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