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THE INTANGIBLE 

X 
Man the Balancer: throughout his life span, man is the focus of in­

numerable competing forces. Man balances his impulse to freedom with his 
perceptions of duty; his search for stability is regularly tempted by the un­
certain; the immediate vs. the secure; the spoken word vs. the inner an­
guish, unpronounceable. His ability to communicate with language is so 
often misunderstood, the words ringing hollow, that he seeks another form 
of expression. 

Words are a very tempting medium and, indeed, can be a very pre­
cise medium. Words, in the proper hands, can quite obviously express semi­
nal thoughts and emotions. Jesus Christ, Buddha, and Socrates are but the 
most ancient examples of the tradition. Communication, though, is a 
multi-tiered two-way avenue: think of what happens between the form~la­
tion of a thought in the mind, the choice of words to express that thought, 
the manner in which these words are spoken, and finally how they are 
interpreted by the listener. 

For the expression of the Intangible in words, I look to Borges, 
Dylan, Forster, Mateo, Peart, Roos, Sabato, Sandy, Sumner and others 
who possess that gift. Their words can pummel or protect, reduce one to 
dust or build a fortress out of thin air. The use of words, however, is akin to 
sketching with smoke: once the description or communication is over, the 
intentions are perceived in a differing light, the words a different shape. 

With music, I can only attempt to express the Intangible that passes 
through me, the Intangible I experience. 

Of course, I do not make any claim to be endowed with a gift for 
music as Borges, Dylan, and Co. are with their gift for words. I can only 
express with sincerity. The music you wiU hear this evening is a result of 
my internal search for expression. For better or for worse, the Intangible in 
me glimpses through the melodies, harmonies, and rhythms of my music. 

Curious, is it not?, how music and words are converted from their· 
dynamic form, in esse, into a static condition as ink on paper. And yet, if 
one were to destroy every known copy of, say, the Bible or Mozart's Sym­
phony No. 40 in G minor, surely they would not cease to exist. 

It is, of course, possible to listen to the music without thinking 
about any of this. 

Thank you all for coming this evening. 

TYl'OGRAPHICAL ERRORS 

Don't let them bother you, she said. 
After all , those are just worlds. 

- © Geof H ewitt 1989 
_________________________________ ___J 

THE UNPRONOUNCEABLE DANCE 
J( FOR GRETCH F..N GRAY HARRiSS J( 
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-Amy Williams, Piano 

Aus&NC! A 

Habre de levan tar Ia vida inmensa 
que au n ahora es !U espejo: 
piedra por piedra habre de reconstruirla. 
Desde que te alejaste, 
cuamos parajes se han tornado vanos 
y sin semido, iguales 
a luminari as que arrincona el alba, 
cu:intas sedas perdieron su fragancia. 
Tardes que fueron nichos de tu imagen, 
rrnisicas donde siempre me aguardabas, 
palabras de aquel tiem po, 
habeis de ser quebradas y a mis rnanos, 

reacias y con do lo r. 
El vivo cielo inmenso 
clam a y torna a cia mar tu alejamiento 
{En que hondo nada empo1.are mi alma 
donde no pueda vigila rme tu ausencia 
que como un sol terrible, sin ocaso, 
brilla, definitiva e inclemente? 
Tu ausencia me rodea 
como cuerda que cine una garganta. 

- Jo rge Luis Borges 
Buenos Aires 1923 
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WHAT You HELD OUT FoR 
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To b eth~ dil4mond on the hill of a >word 
1 ha~1e at length mi~placed beyond recall, 
All that remain> lO be relinquished now 

Js what yo•1 al·ways held out for 
This desire to be desired. 

Ih£..Bennington College Chorlli 

-Randall Neal, CondHctor 

ALTOS 

Lindit Breton 

Barbara Collins 

S11san Felber 

Amandit Gross 

Stephanie Kopelson 

Caitlin Lally 

Paula Wing 

BASSES 

H. Alexander Fattoruso 

Cbarles Harbin, Ill 

Luke lwabuchi 

Jennifer ~iju~ctor 

Bart Arnold 

Rhody Cbasteen 

Mike Cole 

DHncan Dumcombe 

John KHegel 

David Pecan 

Robert Sprigle 

Lyr·i.:s in Wh:.n You 1 Icld Ou r- i=ur writt~u by St<-pbe-u Saudy, r~priukd with pdmisskm, 
J~orrs l< " i'~: i. : · L. ,1~ ... 1- ~ ·1Jfrc-J l Ku.·rf h a . . ••i 1H. 

- i ' I . 

THE PoMPADOUR THAT An~ l)JnROIT 
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- Mark Pe1111ington, Percussion 
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-Mark Pennington, Percussion 
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-Anthony Wilson, Piano 

- 11. Alexander Fattontso, Ctt itar 
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