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A For m for Student Ac tion 

Basedon the premise that only certainkinds of i nformation was 
di scus s ed during or i en t a t i on , I thi nk it important tha t ne w students 
now be acqua inted with the following i ssue -- and certain events 
which occured las t s emest er. 

last seme s ter's community meetings wer e t he s cene for what I affection-
a t ely refer to as 1'student uproars". The topic of the uproar s could 
be entitled "The Rise and Fall of Student Power a t an Otherwise Progress
sive Institute"or"Why Weren'st We Told That t he School Would Expand 
so Clumsily ?" The condit i on whic h triggered off the uproarwas t ha t. 
several clas ses were so overcrowded that some students f eare d (1) their 
educat i on wa s being sacrificed, and (2) that t he ba r n mi gh t col lapse. 
The overcrowding was due to Benning ton's trans ition to a l a r ger student 
size. 

The complaints about overcrowding t ouched on a more extensive c oncern 
tha t students no longer have t he power in policy formation (i.e. 
expansion of the school) that was one of Benning ton's mar k s a s a 
progressive school. 

In orde r for studen ts to a s sume the power I believe is ava ilable to 
them, I am suggesting a sl ight ex- ans ion of the Educa tiona l Pol icy 
Committee (EPC) system. Each cla s s now elec ts a s tudent EPC repre s ent-
ative with whom t he clas s evaluates the spec i fic cla s s and i t s teacher. 
Because Student EPC i s a well or ganized s t r uctur e f or student commun-
ication, I would like to see i t us ed i n a more powerful way. In each 
class, discussion could be ex tend ed t o inc lude school po l icy and 
departmenta l de mands. 

When the information from e ach clas s is cent ral ized by s tude n t EPC 
leaders, plans f or studen t act i on could be organ ized acc ordingly. 
In t his way student op i n ion on policy c ould be defined, ar t i cula ted, 
and acted on . 

For example, one is sue t ha t cou ld be handled in this ma tter is the 
followi ng : de spite severa l communitt y v ote s which s pecifically turned 
down the proposition tha t Bennington become co educa tional, we find this 
year t hat the Benning ton Co l lege Cat a logue states otherwise : 

"Benning ton Co l lege i s a f our - y ea r underg r aduate college f or 
women ( and, occasionally , well - qualified men.) 11 

( Benning ton Review, pg . 4 
1967- 68) 

According t o reli able sources, t h is coup was brough t abou t by a trustee 
decision. I have nothing against coeduc a tional institu t i ons - - on 
the contrary ; nevertheless the trustee decision reduces student power 
in t his case to nil, and makes a moc kery of t hese community votes. 

If students di s cus s ed with t heir clas s EPC representative now they
felt about the deci sion to admit"well qualif i ed men1

', a stud ent con-
sensus could be obta ined. When EPC leader tabulated their find i ngs 
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and found, for example, that most students were infused with indig-
nation, a student referendum could be called. This could be followed 
by a student demand that the College handbook be rewritten next term 
to indicate community, and not trustee policy, on that issue. 

The social structure of 3ennington is undergoing change with expansion. 
It'e a time for revision of some school structures, and for decision 
making on every level that the expansion touches. Because it is a time 
of change, I think it important that students begin to use the power 
that is available to them - - so that they play a partinmaking the 
decisions thatwill necessarily follow in the next several terms. 

October 1, 1967 Natalie Orloff 

P.S. If anyone is interested in knowing more about last term 's 
community meetings, I will be glad to lend you the paper I 
wrote about them. 




