
Bennington College
October 30 1941 

A joint meeting of the members of the Community Council Educational Policies
Committee General Meetings Committeeand Recreation Council 1m.S held an Thur~­
day. October 30 at 4,40 in the Carriage Barn for the purpose of discuGsillg a 
plan or reorganization for the conmittees of the Bennington College Community

Absent~ Uro Jones Mr. Tucker Mrs. Gar.. rett Priscilla Sherman Theodora Boothby
Audrey Schwenk Thelma Black Phyllis Carton Annette Kolin

The :meeting was called to ardor by Ann Mills Chairman of' the Community Council
mo expressed the probla:ma of' the preasnt comna.Ulity organizations and their aet= 
ups as followsz 

1. Functions Policy hRs baen subordinated ·to details which could hava ~e:n 
handled by sub•connnitteaa. 

2o Coordination
e .• over-lapping activities
b o la.ok of balanced p:rog1•rai1 plru::m.ing 
o.. poor in~eroomm-..mice."i;ion 

So La.ck of ccntreliiation nnd ~esponsibilityo 

4 o Need of' gr0a.tol" continu:'l:t;y. 

5o Not enough irrtorplflill b~.cween students and governing bodies

A suggested plan of reorga.."lization Vina explained by a diagram (sse pA~e opposit0)~ 
(This plan was dsvelopad at e. :moet:i.ns hold N0vembe1'" 27 c0Ir49osed of' one st::..1tlent 
member or eaoh oom:mi·~ec end ono f'aoulty member)., · 

Tho proposed functions of -tho College Council w,s:rs read ns follows, 

lo Ba.lancing of CollGe;e aotivit:i.ea,; ·typ? or activity end .,.,ype of oontant .. 

2. The he.ndl,.ng o.r ·1:!1e probliem of' general def'ensao 

3. Public relations in this vicinity Ex.1•slc,tiona wlth ;Janningto:r;. am North 
Bennington. 

4o Alumnae question.. 

5. Registration wook. 

Go Evaluation of Colleeo an:'1ie:r'prises 1 both -~lthin the college and inter-collegiate
acollegiateactivities ~i:o Hockey play day

80 Faculty-student relations\



From the abo-ve it will be noted that the College Council duties fall into 
two :min hee.di:ngs : 

1 o Policy making board and th.a over-all pla.mtlng board and C#oordinator or 
the four ma.in committaas House Council Recreation Council General
Meetings E.P.C.

2. General :f'ti.nctiona related to the College eis a whola 9 independent oi' theso 
f'our oOJmlrl.ttess • 

SUggesteo.. additions and revisions of this ple.n ev·olwd throu&~ discussion, 

l • The faculty member from the Facul ty EPC o.nd +,he fe.cult,y member ao:m ·~h1!1 
Recreation Council woU:!!l be ·!;ee-. .:ihl.ng f'aculty. ---

2. Elasticity would be the outstandin.g ahare.eteriat:lo or t'.bJ.s body. It 
would ll18et with other committees or aall in o·hll.er incli'!Jiduala OZ' ooriif< 
mittees to moot w:i:th i·t mien -'die oocaeiion areseo 

3. The College Council m>uld inolude t-wo i!W1t.'i:mx-a or the Health Committee -
one student and ono infirmary staff member • 

4~ Ths Silo Board would be e. floating committee without p~rmansnt o<:mneotion 
wHh the College Council The Board of the Silo would be approved by thi, 
preoed:i.ng Silo Boal'.'d. instead of the E.P.C.

6e The Store Board would also be e. floating committee a meM'bor 11!9e·Mz,.g 'l'i1.t'.h 
the College Council w.110n neeesse,cy a 

6. The Student Treasurer would be responsible to the College Council e.nd 
would be :,e.llsd in to t}IJ :meeting 11men necossary. 

7. The College Council might m.t3et cvez-y tw-o ?roe-ks~ s.lternating :nth the 
House Council

8 ~ The College Council would 3le::rl:; ito o¥Jn o]wd.rmn, wno 'ffl}Uld aot as a p!'o­
aiding ofi'ioer ov0r m.~eti~;s of ge:ne:re.l concern., but she nould frequently 
be able to tun t..vi.o nti~6-'Ging over to rep1-esantut:iws of at;ho:r aub-oo:i.imitt~es o 

Reporte ware mad~ by th.a oha.~mar. or tha :t'bw• aorr.n:ittses: 

Community Council 'Which ,rould be oall~d. tl'l;i) House Council tmdar~ tha nell· system: 
1i'he House Council and thg College Council "Jrou'i'a O<.J im-TTistinet t1odic~ (a) oo ... 
oauEe s. House Chairman mi.gh.,c ba aapablo or daRlir.g ·in th per::1onalitias irm.d p:t<o­
bleme: in hsr house and not be e r;ood policy .rnt..\ksr 0 «i!!?.d (b) bece.usa a Housa Cou.n­
oil ®.llows f'or a sampling ci' public opinion

The !\motions ot the House Council would be t-he ~ruoo ns ·the f'unction.s of the Cmr.-
1'!11!!.i ty Counuil., btrc it would no·t define stemdllS'ds and rtt1G~ 6 whioh would be -~ho 
function or the college Council It was suggoa-~ed that tho houses might be ablo 
to take on a more independent status T'M House Secretaries duties wGra definod 
end it -was eue;gosted that they be called Aasiir'cant House Cl-.1.airnt:.'l'l and bG pt'8-
pared to take eve;:- tha duties of the House Chairmen Vwtlfln nGoessary.:i "'lfhis irettor 
to be brought to the at-c,3lt,.-;:1.t.m of the oommun:i.ty when el.ec:.tione £0!6 House Chairman
and Assistant House Chairmen take plaoeo 



L 

Central Committee Tha !'-.motions and parsor.m.el would ba tha same except that 
the Secretary am Chairman w·ould 'be chosen with tho idea of' interclumge in 
:mind.,, aDd the Secretary to tho Committee on Student Personnel would ho ealled 
in to m1!0t the Committee woon nac~atiary-. 

General Meetingsc No change. 

EPC This eommittoe :b beiv.g X"aorge.nised aaocrding to t.½.e :.ieis curriculum plan
- thus no report oould be me.de .. 

Recreation Council I To be completely raorgan:tzed as follows 1 

l(j The Council will consi,:t of five :msmbers.,, Cha.i.rlm.n., Seerate.ry ru'ld the Chair­
men of the three sub-<,omn:'l.ttees, Athletio:, entertainment md Dan.<H3e 

2o In Msroh ~ sla.te will oo sent from ee.oh houaa to the Recreation Council and 
from these lists the eom:nit-tees will be made up b".f the Council who will chooss 
at least ono nwmber f'.ro:m. ea.oh house9 

3o In September the conmittooa ohoose from among the:rnaalws the f'ivo members 
of the Council and th~ old {sO\moil goes out c 

A modi£ioation ot me method by whioh a student would beoo:mr,, a membar of the College 
Council was suggeGted~ It wa.s pointed ott', that it is quite necessary ttiat the 
College Council realize its reapo:aaibility to tha oomr:mnity ag a wholet and thus it 
was suggested that the aitire o,orrrr.i.unity vote on ·the mm:~Gl .. & of the College Council 
rather than each comnittes elect e. ohairram who would be a member of the College 
Council., Tbs cormnittees thElmsolveEi would ·oo f'or:rffiicl in ~he sruoo ~ as ba.f'orec, 

1 o The community \70Uld v.n;e for ths :rnambel"s of. the College Council i'rom the 
elJ'cira Communityo 

2a The oonmunit:, v;ould vo·l;e for the rr,'3mbers of the College Council from ths 
comnitteee already i'ormado 

The signitioanos of the College Council feeling its responsibility to the er.tir~ 
community was smphaaiz0d in diaoueaion, but it was sugr:es-ced that thoy :might feel 
this responsibility under ·che original plan of rsorganiza·!;iono Thie po:i.nc., ho1i18ver 3 

should be kept in mind constantly by tho Cruncil and by the committ~ec, when voting 
mambers t<> the Counoil o 

In criticism ot this idea it ,go.a pointed out that a conmittee might ba umr.illing to 
work with a oh.airman that it had nab elected itself o 

The meting was e.djourneda 

Respaotfully subnd:t-csds 

Antoinette Johns on




