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November 11 ~-1947

Dr. Frederic Burkhart
Presiaent of Bennington Colle 1e 
Bennin Kton, Ver.mont 

Dear Burkhardt

.tc 

The name ana aia.rese of the one Graphologist
I ha• in mint is Dr. Frank Victor 117-01 Park 
Lane so., Kew Gariens, L.1. 15, N.Y. 

I want to &et this letter off ana shall write 
you the name of another reliable i rapholo i;ist in a 
i ay or t wo, when I have maae some more inquiries. 

cor a ially, 

Erich Fromm
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Fredrick Burkhardt
Presi dent 

Bennington College 
Bennington, Vermont 

Dear Mr. Burkardt

November 26, 1947 

I enclo se the analysi s or a handwriting speci.r!len 
hich you sent me Novem/b er 14. 

Your letter or Novembe r 21 contained sex and age 
or th e writer. I would like to have seen tha develo pment or 
th e writer durin g the last two years. I underst and, however, 
th a t it was t1ot pos s ible to get more material. 

I made an analysis, anyway and I hope I coul d giv 
you the answers you expected. In case you have more specifi ed 
questions, please ask th am. 

If you have none, I would lik e to hear about the case. 
You mentioned some information s in your fir st l ett er. I want ed 
to make the analysi s unprejudiced. 

'nlank you very much. 

Sinc erely yours, 

*~~k-r . 
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November 26, 1947 

.Analysis of a handwriting: Man , 40 
(Specimen 2 years old) 

Q u e s t i o n: 
Is ther e any evidence in this handwriting of any psychological 
maladjustment or neurosis

e r 
'lbe whole handwriting gives the impression or immaturity 

d unbalanced emotionality. 'lbs handwriting shows more 
• • wP..1T-e;J:<., 

feminine than m~scul~ne features.Tlie vis a dependent person. 
He can do very little entirely on his own. With the help 
or a more ~t~ble, stronger and more mature mate or friend, however, 
he can function, effectively. such person would help him 
smoothen his social conrlicts. Actually he tries to avoid them 
but when social difficulties have to be met ha depends on suhh 
a person to help him meet it -to put up a protective front 
for him, so to speak. 

Such a person, however, is always in danger of 
or emotional disturbance, if he loses such ass 
helps carry his responsibilities, or when one of 
brakes which he may have used as ,for instance, 
where he should have fought>or isolation. 

Analysis; 

arkad mental 
ance which 
the crutchss 
withdrawal 

'Ibis is the handwriting of a person or high intelligence. He 
thinks fast and grasps things easily. He is methodical and 
matter-of-fact in his thoughts. He likes short-cuts even to 
the point of being misunderstood. He is original in a very 
pleasant, almost artistic manner--often amazingly so. He sets 
out with high intellectual goals but cannot al1raye main ·tain them 
and remains, then, disappointed and frustrated. 

Dnotionally he is immature , comparable to a boy or 16 to 18. 
Feeling insecure, he needs support, is unable to face re spon­
sibilities and is, subconsciously, dependent on others. 

'!hough weary to play the rSle of a forty years old with the 
.motional resources of a young boy he apparently has not given up 

the fight to grow up. But he lacko the flexibility necessary 
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for such purpose. The result is discontent with himself and 
steady re stlessn ess , a running away from himself and the am­
bition always to be ahead or others. 

To compensate for his emotional isolation he s eeks to direct 
and, if necessary, dominate others. Lacking the required 
forcefulness he may become petiy and hurting. 

He is extremely sensitive and easily affected by emotional 
stimulation. He reacts to them immaturely but seems to have 
build up sufficient rational coatrol not to fall a victim 
to first impulses. 

AB substitute or sublimation for the roughnesqof the world 
his thoughts have something or the mystic, as it he were 
looking for help from highsr sphere e. At the same time, 
however, be can be extremely meth odical, accurate and precise. 
He is, by no means a dr eamer. 
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December l l, 1947 

ar • ,urkhardt: 

'!bank you very ~uch ?or ~ha i nr?n::iation in the caae:' 

In the meantime, Miss ,'folfson wrots !or the speeiaen and 
told me that the writer is professor of two appareutly divergent 
sciences. 'lhua onu of t:hl proble!~a which I pointad out in my anal• 
ysis found this interesting solution. 

ow, I cannot check the handwriting again · before sh 

, 40" . 

ut, 
returns the 1 

arenU:,: 
to me. I believe, ho·Hever, thaL his feminity (a~ 
s) and his immaturity were disclosed surrici~ntly. 

handwritin& analyst I 
diagnosis ••• at l~aat not as long as 
tor ;traphologists. 

to giva n medical 
re no licenses gra~ted 

y I su&go3t, however, to consi~er the fact that ~"man• 
r 40 still hahavss like a child i1 his love rala-tions 1 wit':1 medic 

or ps ychiatric authoritiaa? As "innocent" as it ~ay appear, his 
behavior is, to say th, least, ahildish and is "psychologiea.l mal-
1\djus buent •• -

His conflicts -.,ere revealed irl his handwriting mora thrui 
t-.vo years agt; it took this lang befors thsy cam3 to light. 'Iha writer 
became 42, in the meantL11a. iJ:edical advice seems important in a ease 

her9 a brilliant/eould be developed to v.reater brilliance. 

ay I ask you whether the writ: ~r ia or was married. This 
fa ct may change the outlook on this pr~blem ~ain. 

still 
Is th ere fr1. 

ore, reveal th 
possibility of seeing the notes? They should 

riter•s emotional troubles. 

·'a it h f~ll y yours , 

-J;~fa 
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