
Description of t he Visual and PerformingArts Ce n ter. 

The Ben n i ng t o n Co l l ege Vi sual and PerformingArts Cente r is 
be i ng c on s tr uc t ed a l ong t he natural ridge between t he south e ast part
of Jennings Meadow a nd t he hig her, s ma ller me a do w of Cricket Hill on 
t he site of t he o l d e ntr an c e r oad to t he col leye . 

The f ir s t elements o f t his buil d i n g c omp l e x , t he Suzanne Lemberg 
Usdan Ga llery and a kiln buil d i n g , were c omp l eted i n March 1 972, a nd 
ar e c ur r e ntl y being use d as vis ual a r t s t eac hing f a c ili tie s . The V.A.P.~. 

c omp l e x wi l l b e link ed by i nfo r mal pedestri an paths to t he Admini-
Stration Barn Commons Dickinson Sci ence 3uil di ng and Tis hman Lectur e 
Hall to c o mplete the s ou t h s e cti on of t h e ac ade mic c a mpus. 

The new bui l d ing s a r e designed t o tak e a dva nta g e o f t he na t ural 
c ontour s a n d o pen s pace s o f t he site , with various entrances and 
wal kways ove r l o o r i ng t h e me adow a nd the pond The outs i de c ourt s will 
ha ve s i mp l e pavin g and r ough b e n c hes . The bui ldi ngs t hemse lves wi l l 
b e o f he avy timber fr a me wi t h l a r ge e x t e rior surfa ces of natur a l l y 
we a the r i ng c eda r s i d i n g . The r ug g e d a ppearance will b lend with the 
e xisti ng c am pu s buil d i ngs and t he r ur a l setting . 

The V.A.P.A. wi l l con t ain t hr e e r e l a ted performa nc e a reas an d a 
major visual arts building The v is ua l ar t s bui ldi n g will j oi n t he 
e x i sti ng Usdan Gallery and t he k i ln buil d i ng o n t he wes t, a nd with 
t he per for mi ng art s t heate rs on t he east. 

The principal s t ud ios a n d s ho ps of t he . vis ual artsbuildi ng wi ll 
be dominated b y a t wo - storey , he a v y timbered structure with a h i gh 
bay space -- muc h l i ke a s i mp le fac tor y bay -- lit by large n or ther n 
skylights This Ga ll e ria wil l be t he c entr a l wor king s pace of t he 
v i sual arts buil d i n g an d c an be mo dified by bri dges, ramps moveable 
sta irca ses an d c on t ro lled na t ur a l a nd artificial. l i ghting to 
acco mmoda te the t e a c hi n g of a ll as pe c t s of t he v isual a rts . Di s c iplines 
which need a fixe d l o c at i o n and permanent e qui pme nt, s u c h as gr aphics, 
ph o togra p h y , s e r i g r a phy , ar c hite c ture , wi ll have permanen t s tudios a t 
t he lower levels of the Galleria



Description o f t he V. A. P. A. Ce nte r (cont.) 

The three performi n g a r ts theaters will be shells defining 
fl ex i b le workings s paces f o r each of t he t hree d iscipl ines of dance, 
drama an d musi c. They wil l b e l arg_ , open-span struc tures of heavy 
ti mber, with open trus :es cros s in g above the performing s paces. Rough 
cut n a tur a l c e dar wa lls wil l be ex po s ed both inside an d ou t, and the 
lower portions wil l be of c oncrete c onstruction. 

Each o f th e i ndividua l performing t hea ter/works ho ps will have 
particu l a r c h a r a cterisitcs of s pa ti a l and acoustical flexibility 
and r es ponsiveness to varied performance requir e ments. The music 
theater will have a high variability of elements for acoustical 
res ponse with a fixed audience area wi th a capacity of 4 50. The drama 
worksho p will have a more fixe d acoustic range, but a wide range of 
li ght, proj e ction , scenic and s pa tial control, including an a dj acen t 
facsi mile space whi ch can become part of t he performing spac e or 
clos ed behind double isolation wa lls. The dance works hop will have 
many of the variab le c h a r a cteristics of the musi c and drama t hea ters, 
but a freedom of s patial choice which will allow dancers to explore 
spatial conti nuities and forms not foun d within the restric±ions of 
a conven tional sta g e 

Below the lobby leve l will be t h e screen room, mak e - up and backup
room, and o n t he same level a s the t heaters will be a scene s hop and 
storage ar e a. The performing arts supportspaces connect with the 
visual arts center with a common meeting and study area and an 
upper-level closed lounge. 




