Galley
April 1, 1965

( The following is a ccpy of a letter I reccntly sent to
a friend in high schocl, Because I like Beznnington and
want to express ny oppreciation for the school in this

tine of terisis," I am circulating this galley.)

Dear Mary,

Now that ncarly a year has passed, I think that ny inpressions of
Bennington are sufficiently clear and ney be sone aid to you in chceos-
a collcge next year.

Truly ™this is the best of 211 possible worlds." Set in bucolic
splendor nnd reroved from men and the city, we can pursuc sclf-devel-
opnent without distraction. Despite some recent ceorplaints, students
here are renarkably free, We can sign cut to notels or Williams, serve
liquer (except to the foculty ot parties), even smcke "pot'" with inpun-
ity (unless we arc very foclish and lct cursclves get cought). Experi-
nentntion in every way, in cvery rcalm, is encournged by the rules and
urged by the uppcr classnen, and therc are virtually no penalties,

What the school is teaching is internal discipline, which can be
devcloped only through experinentation, even if daring. Occasiona
nistakes are node, but they are secidom dangerous or beyond renedy.

(My roonate is the only girl in cur hcusc in trouble right now.) Generally
students are careful and responsible.

Most c¢f the girls are very intelligent, very articulate, very
decisive, very poised, and very crcative., There are nany skilled
nusicians, fine pocts, superbk dancers. Sone of the girls are very

ocial; a fcw arc ncnbers of the "jet set," lecaving for long weekends
in the Bahanmas cr Floride with well-heelced, dashing playboys; but they
are also finc and rcesponsible students., During the weelk, werk cones
first; we arc erious students, Irn the houses and in ccrmons, we talk
rniostly ocbout intellecctunl problens--from existentialisn or nyth in 1it-
eraturc to civil rishts nnd Viet Nam. We have becone very political,
and now picket nnd march, as well as speculate and annlyse. This is
onc of the boest student bodies ond naybe the best college in the coun-
try. Admittedly, most of us hnve trouble with math or science, but
nobody cares nnd most agrcee that thesc subjects are unimportant, unre-
lated to life, irrclevant to the hunan conditicon. Adnittedly, college
board scorcs arce not uniformly high, but that is, as you know, beccause
nany of us cnn not take exaninations. We becone tense and anxisus; we

lose our peisc and go blank, Fortunately, most foculty rcenlize that
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exans arc foolish: they test only 'Yecannoed' or crammed informotion, whic
quickly evaporatcs. Instead, we have papers, many papcrs, which allow us
to express originnlity and crectivity and to probe to the essence of
probleris.

Of course we have problems. Sonc of the girls are ‘'preppy" and
there are sone who 'collaborate® with the administration, which is V'spy-
ing"™ on us. But we are organizing to halt the encroachments on our frece-
dornis. DMost of the adninistration and faculty have faith in us, and we
justify that faith, Basically, what is sc wonderful about Bennington is

the nutual respcect, which is warranted. M.D.





