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STILL Not My PRESIDENT

By Sarah McAbec

We pouted for a day. Turned off the TV. Peeled
the stickers off our car. But some of us started asking
questions,

Almost like a fortune forgotten and found again
in my pocket, T stumbled across an August 8 article on
CBSNews.com. “E-Voting: Is the Fix In?” it asked. The
arficle quotes Avi Rubin, a computer science professor
at Johns Hopkins University, after-he’d spent two wecks
analyzing Diebold Election Systemis’ software.

“The concern I have is not that somebody will
tamper with the machine on Election Day and change
the outcome,” he said. “The concern T have is that those
machines will be programmed from the starl to favor one
candidate over another and not to actually record and count
the vote.”

Conspiracy theorist, “vou're saying. Maybe he
" just had Wally Odell in mind. Odell, CEO of Diebold,
worked as a Republican fundraiser and is widely known
for declaring, “I am committed to helping Ohio deliver ils
clectoral votes to the president” in an August campaign
invilation.

~The day CBS’ arliclec ran, Bey Harris of
Blackboxvoting.org appeared with Howard Dean on
CNBC. She demonstrated the “central tabulation™ system
of Dicbold’s software, which consists of a PC with a
Windows operating system. On national Lelevision, Harris
went into the computer’s C drive, changed some numbers
in a database program and fixed an example election in 90
seconds. No trail was left.

S0 what docs all this mean about the clection?
Nothing, if you're Rick Klein of the Boston Globe. In
his November 10 articie “Internet buzz on vote fraud is

dismissed,” Klein writes, “[m]uch of the traffic is litile

more than Internet-fueled conspiracy theories, and none

ol the vote-counting problems and anomalies that have
emerged are sufficiently widespread (o have affected the
nation’s ultimate result.” '

Okay, Rick. The Associated Press informed us
that an electronic voting system gave President Bush
an extra 4,000 votes in one precihct (November'S). No
biggie. Another system in Rroward County Florida began
subtracting votes after' the absentee tally reached 32.500.
The Florida Department of State presidential race total
was given as 7,588,422 votes. But wait, it was really
7,350,900. Maybe this isn’t “sufficient” to Mr. Klein, but
237,522 made-up votes mailers a little (o me,

In Palm Beach county alone, there were 90,774
figment votes that showed up on the record. Thai name
sound familiar? Try putting it together with “butterfly
batlot.”

‘T'he records of Woodmere Village, Ohio, put the
total number of votes at 8,854, What'a great turnout for
somewhere as small as a village! Wait, aren’t there only
358 registered voters in Woodmere Village? Well, we can
allow for a 1586% margin of error. It’s-just an anomaly.

In Bay Village, Ohio, 18,663 votes werc cast by
only 13,710 voters.

In Cuyzhoga Heights, 570 voters “cast” 1,382
ballots.

I'll allow the possibility that these votes couldn’t
have been the “make or breuk™ fuctor in the election, and
call me crazy, bul I feel a litile distrustful. Especially when
election officials in Warren County, Ohio, decided to lock
down the eounty administration building on election night
and forbid anyone (rom obscrving the vote count. Besides
the fact that reporters are never turned away (rom these
activilies, their excuse also ran a little thin.

“We were lrying to protect  sceurity,”  sai
Commissioner Pat South. The building was put o
lockdown because of a homeland securily threat that th
rest of Ohio (or the country, [or thal matler) didn’t seem t
be aware of.

But this ycar’s voling problems didn’t start or en
with touch-screen machines that selected “Bush” whe
you pressed “Kerry,” or a Republican CE(Q making gran
staternents. Students voting from Kenyon College tn Ohi
wailed in line for eight hours to cast their vote. Closer t
hoime, voters at SUNY Albany were turned away insiea
of being offered provisional ballots. Why? The pollin
place had run out of the paper ballots.

How about the Republican group that posed a
nonpartisans registering others to vote, then trashed a
the cards checked “Democrat™ In a recent statemen
Congressman Dennis Kucinich (remember him?) cite
“dirty tricks” like “phony letters from Boards of Eléction
telling people that their registration through soin
Democratic aclivist groups were invalid and that Kerr
voters were to report on Wednesday hecause of massiv
voter turnout.” There is no reason that anyone in the Unite
States should be intimidated, persuaded, tricked. or force
into voting a certain way, or not voting at all.

CBS News knew it as carly as last Augus
“Cynicism cals al democracy,” said Congressman Rus
Holt of New Jersey. “Scll-government works only il w
helieve it does, And the 2000 clection was a real blow. 1
there are lots of irregularitics {this November], I'm alrai
it will be another win for cynicism; and that it will tak
democracy down another noich.”

Hear that? The media blackout on voter fraud is ¢
keep us oplimistic. Reclaim your government. 1t°s okay t
be a little cynical once in a while.

How Your System Works For You (Or Doesn't)

By Emi Pimentel

Okay. You voied. Maybe you
voted for Bush, maybe you voted for
Kerry, but depending on where you voted,
did your vote count?

When you casl your vote for
President of the United States, you are not
actually voling for ihe president. You are
selecting an elector. These electors then
cast the official voles for president.

. Political parties nominate electors
who are pledged (o panticular candidates. Tt
should be noted, however, that this pledge
is not legatly binding and an €lector may,
in the end, vote for-whomever they choose,
although this is an-unisual occamence. -

- The pasty’s- Rominces dﬁctally

become the state’s electors if that party
wins the state in the popular vote. For
example, a majority of the population of
Vermont voted for Kerry so Kerry's party,
the Democrats, became Vermont’s official
electors.

This is because most slales,
including Vermont, have a winner-take-all
system, wherein whoever wins the most

_popular votes geis all of the staie’s electoral
votes as well. Only two states, Maine and

Nebraska, - have proportional selection
systems. In  these states, two clectorat
voles arc determined by the statewide
popular vote, and the test are chosen by
the popular vote within each congressional
district. This means that if one candidae
won the state. popular vole and one of the

e

two districts in Maine, he or she would
get three clectoral votes (two for the state
popular vote, and one for the district he or
she won); the challenger would get one
electoral vote because he or she won the
popular vote in one of the congressional
districts.

The process for selectling electors
varies from state 1o state, but the number
of electors a state gets follows a simple
Formula: the number is equal 1o the number

of senators, always twa, and represeniatives:

that the state has in congress. The number
of tepresentatives a state has in congress is
dependent on its population. For example,

California has a bigger population than

Rhode Istand and therefore has more
represcndatives in congress. There are

currently 538 electoral votes availabl
in each election, including the District ¢
Columbia. Candidates must receive 27
votes, a majority, to become President.

In 2000, Al Gore won the popula
vote with 51,003,926 voles, approximatel
1.5 million more votes than George W
Bush received. Bul Bush won the majorit
of electoral votes and won the election. Thi
year, Bush won both the electoral colleg
votes and the popular vote, although th

-popular voleé was once again close, wit

49% of the country volting for Kerry an
51% of the country voling Bush.

election-continmed on page I#





























