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Bennington College Drama Faculty and 
Staff 

Kathleen Dinunick 
Michael GianniUi 
lLinda Hurley 
Kirk Jackson 
Dina Janis 
Sherry Kramer 
Daniel Michaelson 
Robert Post 
lv\lichael Rancourt 

Jean11 Randich 
Sue Rees 
Jenr1ry Rohn 

Terry Teit.elbaumn 
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Ale Bleeker, Jazmine Carr'm!t Xl'is D.ail.ntennan. Nawllie 1\.ent E-'evin L.ackaff-Gmigan, 
1Brr'iana Magnifko, Saralhl Marshall!. l'vhe lVHkhdi. Brr·itt<my Olinbewkz. Safiya Sindairr'. 
A!ex St. John, Arnanda Sullivan, Daniel Wilcox, Allison Zajac-Batellll 

Din:~ctm·: Di111a Janis 
Stage Managen's: Jana McMahon & lEmily Thom.as 
Set Design: C.uly Whitakerr' 
Costllu;nes: lEmily W oodls Hogue, Daniel Michaelson & The Costume Pmjects Cla55 

Special Thanks to: 

Shen'y Kmmerr' forr' her magical play that taught us all so ven'y much, Danny Michaelson, lEmily Hoag 
and the crew in the costume shop for their extmoroinary genemsity of spirit andl enthusiasm for this 
pmjed, Cady Whitakerr' fon' squeezing us in all term andl "en-eating" out "alternative unive!'Se" for us. 

Then'e is a RO rrnirrmte interr'mission afuel!' Act One 

Power consists in deciding which stories shall by told . 
· Carolyn Heilbnm 

All these powers of religion. which shoulr.l never have been lel't hing loose. well. the press picker.! them up. 
Anu now tl1e press in the first estate. 

· Senator Eugene McCarthr 

l have Johnson:ized the lanu . 
· James Boswell 

Johnsonians, Boswelhans, andl Humeans m-e here gently r-eminded that The Rulling 
Passion is a woll'k of fiction. 

The histon'ical inaccumcies lherr'ein an-e. lhopefull;v. violations of the facts but not of the 
spil'it of those depicted. Kn a wide m.nging rr-eseai'Ch X ha,·e discove1>ed how fluid the myths of 
these thrr-ee men al!'e. lViany of the stories K've used X have found COI'!'Oiboll'ated in several sourr'ces, 
some K have found are often contmdicted, andl some occm· only in wod-;.s of max·ginal Ci>edilbiliJty. 

lVlany historical perr'Sons dlepictedl in The Ruling Passion a1-e com.bined and mlled into 
each othel'. T his puts the occasional famous wm'd 01' sentiunent into the wmng mouth of 
secondary chamcterr'S, and means that chamcten·s will say dhings the·y neve!' said in life. This 
shmnld not he smpl'ising. And it is necessan'y economy- not of pmduction capabilities so much 
as the audience's attention. 

JEyens ax-e also nn.ani!p'Lnlatedl, f1Joated a little eadierr' m· l.ater if it sel'Yes the strr'eam of 
meaning fm· the auclience. Occ.asionallly, therr'e is a mthen' shod;jlilg ahemtion in histo!'ica~ fact 
Again. [ pleacll pmvose and intention. 
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