November 12, 1942

pennington vollege Student uwovernment Association
sennington vollege
wennington, Vermont

Dear Judicial Officer:

The Sé#ven College Conference is probably the best place to ex-
change ideas and to get acquainted witn governments in other colleges.
Unfortunately, I was unabbe to attend the meeting last s»ring. Had
I been there, my curiosity would nrobably not be so rampant now. Any-
way, 1t seems rather lacking in common sense to wait until néxt soring
for information, whiech wonld be useful now. Talking over »roblems or
ngew ldeas 1s always more satisfactory and certainly much less effort
than corresnondeénce. I'm not concerned over being satisfied with your
answercbut I hesitate to make such a demand of your time. wnveryone is
so busy and even my attémpts to write tais letter have beem »ostnponed
time and time =again.

Our situation is this: 1) the Judlcial unit at wellesley 1s headed
by a Chief Justice and comnosed of three courts and a court committee.
(Three Sen:or college government officers to hear apneals, etc.) There
are two district coursgt; i.e. Freshman, com-osed of village Juniors,
and upperclass, composed of Jouse Presidents,and one Sunerior court.

The Surerior Court is comresed of four members of the administration,

one student, elected from each class, four College Government officers

ex officlo and a combined student-adminitration jury. 2) It is the

latter group which is my narticular concern at the moment and particularly
the elected class representatives.

1The Coubt itself has always commanded due resnect and students of
definite ab*lity are chomen by the student body for these nositions.
Fortunately,for the repn & of the college community, the
Court meets com.aratively infrejquently. Unfortuantely, this ability is
not used or develocsed to the fullest {@ther for the stmdent or the
College Government. As their positions stand today, our only function
is to attend Court meetings. We should like to develone the vosition
and pcidlbly make tne Superlor Court members a group which discusses
and acts on judicial »roblems. For sxamrle-violation of library re-
gulations, making the honor system more effective, consider more
aporopriate penalties. I feel that the Court made by the members of
such a grous would be valuabvle asz well as fitting all of us better for
dealing with individual cases in court meetings.

I hote this describes the nroblem clearly #&nough to hel~ you
answer the fodlowing questions:

1) What is the judicial unit in your student govasrnment?
a. Who 1is it?
b. %hat are its functions?
¢. “hat nower does 1t have?

2) %hat efforts do you make to have an effective honor system?



How guccessful arethey?

3) What are the penalties used? What is théir function i.e.
punitive, deterrent, corrective? What is the student opinion of

them?
If you are still reading or have already begun to answerg thank
you for evsrything. ‘the only way to "get even" %gneaking of justice,

was I?) will be to bombard us with equally long questions. We'd love
to answer them and the sooner the betterl

Sincerely yours,

Awn Yadhons
Junior Renresentative to Sunerior Court

Wellesley College Government Associatior
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