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EXPRESSIONISM AND "THE ADDING MACHINE" 

Expressionism is a "formal expression" of the artist's emo
tion. It is a means toward projecting a more poignant reality 
through subjective rather than objective perception. Realistic pic
torial environment and probability of events are unimportant. It 
does not bother with the accidental informality of external actu
ality except in so far as it reveals pertinent reality. In expression
istic drama the characters use dialogue too intense to be addressed 
to one another but rather primarily to the comprehension of the 
audience. 

"The Adding Machine" is a satiric comedy built on this 
plan. The last three scenes are even more expressionistic than 
the first four since they are Rice's method of commenting on 
contemporary human ideas through fantastic comedy. 

There is an exhibition of expressionism in other art media 
in the studio at the right of the auditorium. 
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