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Registration end Freshman Orientation Committee Meeting 

December 16, 1940 

A meeting of the special Registration end Freehman Orienta-­
tion Oomm1 ttee was held in the President I a Office on Monday, December 
16th, at 3:00 p.me 

Present: Joan Hyatt and Jean Davidson from the Community
Ooeci1 0 :Peg Dudley and Phoebe Arnold from the Educational Policies 
Committee, Mrs. Garrett and Mr. Leigh. 

IJ!he following proposals for the revision of registration 
period and freshman conferences were made on the basis of suggeatione 
made by the Executive Committee of the faculty. the Educational Poli­
cies Committee and the Community Council

(l) Spring registration for upperclassmen. 1'h1a will 
lighten the load in the fell and help the facultyt7 to plan their 
courses for the next yearo 

(2) Freshmen Jml1 required to arrive in Bennington on the 
official opening date (Wednesdq after Labor Day). !l!his will enable 
the faculty to concentrate upon careful diagnosis and registration of 
freshmen. It was agreed that the chairman of each house and at least 
one other selected student should come back early to help the freshmen. 

(3) It was agreed that the upperclassmen be asked to arrive 
on Sunday' following the Wednesday opening night in time for the first 
community meeting that night. Monday following would be devoted entirely 
to changes in schedules and. conferences tor the upperclassmen. ~he 
aptitude and achievement tests would be given to the freshmen on that 
day. The student house rooms for the upperclassmen would be ready on 
the opening Wednesdq i:f arr, ot them wish to come back for the opening 
day's devoted to freshman registration. 

(4) A description of each course given by each fa.culty major 
group to be made available before the opening of College. 

(6) !rhe scheduling of meetiJJga for freshmen during regietrar­
tion week should be planned more carefull:,, taking into account the 
distance between Fairview and the Barno 

(6) The general meetinge and the divisional meetings for 
freshmen all to be pa.rt of the same program and attendance required 
of all :f'reshmen. 

(7) The first general meeting tor freshmen will be held on 
the first Wednesday evening. At this meeting the President will 
describe the work of the Junior Division ae at the Friday afternoon 
meeting this year. fhe writing program will be included 1n this 
4escr:Lptiono Parente of freshmen will be invited to attend; also 
faculty members. 
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( 8) The Thursday afternoon general meeting tor freshmen will 
be devoted to a description of the community government: standards and 
regulations, Central Committee. Thie needs to be do~~ more adequa:tely 
than it was done this year. so far as student officer•• description ia 
concerned. Thurs~ evening will be devoted to House meeting • with 
Commnit7 Council in charge; Fridq evening to House meetings with members 
of the etudent E.P.C. in charge to diaousa work of the Junior D1Visio:n 
and trial majors. ~e E.P .. O. members will be introduced to the freshmen 
at the Thursday afternoon meeting, and the faculty major chairmen will be 
introduced b;y the E.P.Co member or President at the divisional meetings 
with f'reshmen. 

(9) It we.a agreed that the Store meeting could be separate 
next year 1 possible on Saturdq before or after dinner in the College 
Storeo 

(10) The Health Service and Recreation Council should prepare 
11~£\ll.l;y a general meeting with freshmen to describe the health and 
recreation program, for Fr1dq afternoon. It was believed that the 
giving of the questiom:iaire at th1a meeting 1a not a good idea. 

(ll) The material presented to the freshmen at the divisional 
meetings should be carefully thought out by the :ta.cul ty chairmen and 
full description of work and methods given at this time 1 w1 th time 
allowed for a question period. A meetiDg of the Executive Committee in 
the spring will be devoted to dei'in1J1€ thts tasko The Educational Poli­
cies Committee has su,ggested that the followin& pointe be covered b7 
these meetings in the future: 

( a) The aim and scope of the maJor 

(b) What couraee are offered to :freshmen, maJors and. non­
majors. and where the7 lead to 

(c) Why broad introductory courses are given (in the cases 
where this is true 

( d) Just how nmch time each course counts; what fraction of 
the total program. 

(12) The faculty registration advisers should make an adequate 
report on ind.1 vi dual interviews with f'reshmen and all should be done in 
approximately the same form. Thia form shall be related to a revised 
form for the Director of Admissions' report on enteri11g freshmen. It 
shall be made on the day of the interview and be made available to the 
new counselor at the time of counselor assignment a. In the e.d.Visers 1 

individual interviews w1 th freshmen 1 t waa agreed that a more diagnostic 
attitude and practice should be aimed at, which would gather more specific 
material concerning the freshmen, rather than following the same method 
used at the preliminar7 interYiew before admission» 
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(13) Reading llats tor next year m1ght be made smaller and 
the fact emphasized that the freshmen are not expected to read all 
the books listed. The student E.P.C. should be given the task next 
semester ot considering whether freshmen should be given specific 
work to do during the first week, poss1bl7 reading on the various fields 
ot st~ or methods of work. 

(14) The continuing meetings (tour this year) were considered 
successful and will be re~uired of all freshmen. ~ey will be held, one 
a week, p0seibl7 at 5300 p.m. • beginning three weeks after the openi?Jg 
dS3 of College. These meetings will last for tour or five weeke. 

(15) !Che speaiel comm11itee was in entire agreement with all 
of the proposals for registration week and conf erencee g1 ven above. It -was also agr!,!d . ~o .. pr~~enUh~m £or -~.!!Qn and ap1:e,9y~_Mt~ ~,!CU]. t~ 
Execut1n :mi~t.tei0~ ·to _j;he Edu9aHo~ Policies Oomm:l ttee, and to the· 
~~ !¥~ Q2.\YNU-. The special, commi Reeiu;~iea ~,tna'"t"' tlie' -progriiiCnext 
19e.r·lie· 1n charge of a committee similar to the present one: 1.e., the 
President, Director of Admissions, two trom the new E.P.C, two from the 
new Communityty Council. 

RDL 




