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In accord with the galley of the¢ 5 scniors, I would like to note that
when I was in the official position as chajrman of the student commit-
tee on " ducational :ollclro, I wees vory awarc of the problem reforred
to by the previous g llﬂy. Iy prlva*n ’c*ling 7as hau this was rapid-
ly changing into a finishing schicol feor (irls, that Bennington was al-

ready beginning to live, likc s r""aowtb, on ite ovm myth, as a wild
(1ntellectually), beautiful (intelleciually) place, where wonders were
wrought because of the frecdom given to each 1nd1v1dual mind, bend it
as it would, or could.

The raports I read from the classcs showed som thing eleec, they showed
inteillectual dishon~2sty, lcthar;y, let's get by ae w7e can, flatter the
teach', but also a discontent that this was thc turn th1n~° were taking.

I don't love Bennington as much as I love the myth of Bonnlnﬁ*on, but

I decided that I would try to do scmething because, after all it did
seem to concern - ducational T’olioy, soneviicre something wa rong, and
it was bound tc brcoak. I snent the summer reading and Ier aawng the
class and divigional reportc, and finally décided that I would malke the
customary annual rcpc*f % Jublic one, and perhaps consolidate some of
the amorphous fecling into action.

‘'hen the renort came out (having, I might add, becen looked at by a re-
sponsible member of the =administration, who perhaps didn't +ake it scr-
iously enough to read it carefully, or with any thought) thoerc was a
violent rcaction on the wnaxrt of many of the faculty. They felt insul-
tcd and injured by the snecific refcrznces included. Iy oodfctions
to their objections were thesc:

1. If the report was Jjust & rabble-rousing striﬂg of

lies why should they fecl called cn to get so strongly

defensive about it7

2. Since I did nov¢ include a‘ut*ing that was not on a

previous resort (al ough ;crma"s I mrade the nistake

of drawing some CODClUSlO but again, I felt that was

only part of my job, I was Trylgc to tie it all up the way
chairmen are so famous for doing, and maybe doing bad-

ly, however...). Since I did ne+t include any lice of

ry ocm, I take it that peo ple in genecral prefer to be
gossined about in secrat, behind their bacis ...

3. ’“‘nd why do we all have to resert o such netty per-
sonal fzelings "+hen we're striving for idcals that's
the way revolutions fail.

And I think Bennington and its onc time revolution is fading fast, if
it hasn't faded out already.

Toniza Noell
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