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Dear Harry,

I am

reiting you paamlmir at the

June 21 1865

earliest free moment

5

. 2
drs. Halph
5, L -y -
Chairman,

Mr. Ruebhzusen
Campus Planning Committie

Copies:

since my return from Bennington to express my concern and
surprise atcut the new site plan that Ed Barnes hzs sent me.
In the first place I am concerned because the plan that it
supersedes was pnroveo in prinecipasl by the Board of Trustiees
l;Su July and it is a great surprisc to discover that Ed has
been working on a new one without anybody on the Board or ithe
Cz mp;s Plamming Committee knowing that & change was under con-
sideration. t ie particularly ut&?tl¢ﬂc to find the new plan
in such opposition to the Prosrzm for a Bite Plen which was
given to the architeet after heving been spproved by the ad-
ministration and the Board a year zgo January and which many
people inecluding myself thought still reprecented our officizl
policy.
in the second place the & decisive step in
the direction of decent: 1 is bound Lo rasult
in chenges in the educs the collegez. L would
be distresgsed if such a o were entered into withouu
a more open discussion, 1s weekend it became appare
that a number of others reover there is & considsrab
body of opinion i wi n of the new plgn. 1
am thereforc = I can to defer
work oxn 4l uns t =z thorough
giring z=2 1o &
£s hulléings characterize the patierns of 7czrn;;“ within g
division, so a site plan characterizes the = 2
learning in g college. It 1s thc exbodiment of
educational philosophy--at least 1t is whenever & co
*ackj &1 ou*h to be able o plan 2ll at once. In th
is a more fundamental decision than zny that ¢ nccrn
viduzl bulldings alonai end it's ohe that will last longer =i
be harder to change. It's a decision of guch importance ¥
I think we should bring to it our broadest and deepest
ing and do EV"“vtnlr» possible to see the implications
we' re doing before it's too late. BEven st the rigk of 3
to one or agnothar of the bulldings, I beg of you: lat's stop
a moment and give ourselves the benefit of all peiznis of view.

Sincerely,

.

Jdr.

= : )
S. Brown,

Trustees' Campus Planning Commit

e
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Ixcerpts from pp. 3 and 4, Program for & Site Plan for
i PO e s ~ e = 1

Sennington College, January 1964

We would like the Benningto:r a pedesirian
cempus. This means that th uld be closely
related to those that alrea hey should be as
accessible 1o the three mai eNters iz] 1life--Commons,
The Barn, and the Librery--as ti eds of each building will
reasonably sllow.

ences not only should not be too great, they should not
great. Base o; circulation and visual unity will
both be needed to contribute to this end. oy visual
do not mean wmlbutﬁou...out we do mean & continuation
ms alrcacy laid GoWniewes
¢ that by feavoring...a close grouping of buildir ngs
coumitt¢ng ourselves to an srchitectural style in
ationships will be more important than individual
ural expressione..
-+.ile have particu 7 want to Kes rtein big f-contained
pieces [ of land]--suc ' ] i s &nd
the field and woods & sty I %]
intact, so that if le new com: buildings is somedzy
required, every secilon of tne prope 11 not have zlresdy
been dotted with an isolated i 1088 eus

But we want to be car ied to the
point of comparimenta Ls colleges
grow, ‘there is a tempte Time together

into separate clusiers of and beco: »lds in
themselves. Ve would like t lscourage is and are thereiore
not much interested in reserving land sround each new building
for its future satellites. Communication between disciplines

is fundamental to education at 3enninglon, and ratier than

stress & sepzrate and efficient Arts Area or a sepsrate and
efficient Science Area...we would like to sitress ithe contzact

vetween then.



