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Benmnington College

A meeting of the Art Division was held on Wednesday, February 22, 1939,
in Room 725, Barn, et 3300 P.ll,  Present: lr. Ilirsch, Mrse Iirsch, lir. Moselsio,
Irse Moselsio, lMrs Perk, lire Krob, Mrse. licore, Ire Smith, liiss Shelly, Natalie
Disston, Socretarys

JOAN LICARTIIUR
NON=-RESIDENT

Ire Parlk prosented the request of Joan llcArthur for non-resident work during
her last semestor at the University of Illinois Research Hospital, Chicago. He
reported that when Joan rogistered for work ot the beginning of last term {(fall,
1938) she indiceted that her senior project vms planned for dark room and medical
photography. Later she told him that she was going to be offered the job of
inbroducing olinical photography at St. Luke's IHospital, Chicegoo. ler senior
project was then modelled into a2 set-up for hospital photography, which Mre FPark
spproved as a good projeot for here She thenwmme to the conclusion that she
needed more coler photography then she could get at Bemnington, and lfr. Park ade
vised her at thet time (eerly in the term) to epply then for special permission
for noneregident work for her lasgt term, but at that +time she didn't want to do soe
Howover, during the winbter period Joan wrote asking permission to do what she had
not thought necessary beforees lirs Park forwarded Joan's letter to 1fiss Godsill
with his epprovel. Joan's reason for applying for noneresident work at this time
was that the opporbunity to work at the Illinois Research Hospital had not presented
itself until the winter months. Iire Iirsch rominded the division that the second
term of tho senlor yeer is not generally permitted to be used for non-resident work,
end asked lMre. Park if he still approved of the plane Iir. Park stated that he
thought it was directly related to what Joan wanted to do, and added that he consider-
ed her education at Demninpgton had been sufficiontly broed in other fields for her
now to specialize in her chosen fielde

Upon motion from Mre Park, it was

VOIED THAT:s The Art Division unanimously approves of Joan MeArthur's plan
for non=resident work for this bterm and considers it edu=
cationally sounde

FOURTII TERL
STUDEIITS
Ire Ilirsch reported that he has a mmber of students who are going into the

last term of Juhior Division who have had three introductory cowrmes already and
who do not wish to teke any theoreticel work in this fourth terme There are two
individuel studen®s who wish to take two studios, and both lMr. Hirsch and Mre
lloselsio feel that two studios is too rmuch for any student to include in her program
in one terms 1Ir. Ifoselsio advised one of these students to substitute a history
of art course for one of the studlose In special cases, Senior Division students
have beon allowed to teke two studios in one term but Ire Hirsch reminded the
division that even then 1t has not often been successfuls IIre Park suggested that
these students might take a theoretical course outside of the division but related
to art, such as theory of stage design, critical writing, etee They might have
a special progrem and it will be considered only if the quarter in theory is ex-
changed for e theoretical course in another fields It had been suggested in a
previous meeting, of which there are unforbunately no minutes, to include practicel
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work in all introductory groups in such & way that studio and theoretical work
really tale place sirmulbanecuslye It would “hen be possible for a student

to take two studiocs, cne eighth in one and three eighths in another without
any detriment. Irs Hirsch rocommended that this melter be taken up again bee-
fore the beginning of next term, end that the new chairmen of the division
should be notificd of this recommendatione o

CLASS

Ure Ilirsch thon asked for the opinion of the division on the poster class
which had been given last torm as a sort of ™irial balloon"s The following dis=
cussion took place: Hirsch: The poster work was a sort of trial balloon started
without previous discussion by the divisione Do we went to deal with the con=
stant request from various agencies in the College for postors? Also with the
request on the part of studembe to get instruction in this kind of work? Last
torm it was givon two and e helf hours a weck end counted one sixteonthe Do we
want to handle that sort of thing at all? Should we deal with "ecommercial art"?
Shelly: Wle have to heve postorse Hirsch: lMp. Leigh at one time told me thet if
it would be cleer that, through teaching students this kind of work, they were
taught something about art in a broad sense = dosign, color, form, technique, etce =
then he didn't sce any objection to ity but if we offored only professionsl prepa-
ration for commercial art, he would be against ite Park: The Imtroduction to
Design tales care of thate IIirschs: It deals with the theoreticel side, bub doesn't
give them concrete projects as they are also given in tho commercial fielde Ea
Hirach: The postor work could be taught in any one of the fields offered hereo 1y
idea was to have o worlehope Shelly: If it is not properly orgsnized, the posters
got done but the work is inefficiently dones Hirsch: It cen be worked cute The
guestion just now is not how it could be organized, but whether it should be done
at alle &) I don': think Elsa or anyone else should take a class that the
division thinlks is wronge b) This work should not be done if the division is
half-hesrted about its Posters will be made anywey whether we give the class or
note Are we going to do anything ebout extramcurrioular work of this sort?

Shelly: The only thing wrong with this poster work is that the girls go about

doing it badlye lieselsio: Every art school in Europe has a poster department and
considers it part of an artistic education. Park: It would bo better to substitute
the phrese "industriel art" for all phases of art that have entered the comercial
scenes Hirsch: I mm not suggesting that extra classes in industrial ert be intro-
duced, but I sm asking whether the poster work should be done or note Ve don't
went to devote time to teaching students to compete in the advertising field outsideo
The question is whother the division approves of this olass or note Ioselsio: If
we don't do anything ebout it, the pesters will be bade Park: Did it not work out
well last semestor as e "{ree" class? E. Hirsch: It was not a free class - it was
definitely scheduled but took oaly two hours a week, end it did not work out wvery
well becauseo of the little bime given to ite IHirsch: Incidentally, in addition to
this the decoriation of the theatre for dences could probably be handled by that
poster group or by the design group supervised by Russell or Elsa through some
student who would talze it as a projecte Park: There should be some provinces in
which the students exercise art not under supervisione I should think the decorate
ing of the theatre might be a legitimete enterprise of that nature without faculty
supervisione Krob: It might be interesting to try as an experiment, as a design
projecte L. Ilirsch: Thore is something to what Billy says about doing projocts
without suporvision. Iloselsio: I should think we might offer the poster class if
the demand is great enough, early onoughe Erob: It is betber to do something about
it than not. Ve ought to give them what they wante DBut we should not bring illus=
tretion into ite IHirsch: Charles is teaching that enyway to the degree we went ite
Of course, we don't want To go into the Saturday Evening Post lkind of thinge Park:

This entire question might be studied with an eye on the scope of what we are doing
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in art heres It will work itself out, but should be studied by & committee or
groupe Hirsch: The poster class, if conbinued along the lines begun, would not
violate the temets of the Art Division. E. Hirsch: What is the philosophy of

the Art Division anyway? Parks We have none, but we must have scme guiding
principle in relation Lo industrial arte There is the question of further
teaching in that direction = is it within the scope of our teaching or should it
remain emateur (oxtre-curricular)? Thet is more involved than this perticular
instence. Ilirschs We can't teach students certain special techniques of indus-
trial art; they should go to a school of industrial design for thate We can

teach them certein esthetic principles in relation to furniture, printed meterials,
etce In the matber of the posters, some of the esthetic principles of art can be
taughte After all, 1t involves the sort of thing that is also involved in a great
deal of paintinge FPerk: They receive instruction in essentials of painting,
furniture design, oto. Hirschs: If the poster class should be & full quarter, I
would be dead egainst it. Bub the difference between the poster thing end the other
painting is that in the case of the posters, there is a definite ocutside social de=
mend - advertising either educational events or the store, eteo It is the only
fleld in peinting that has this direct social conmection with life, outside of mural
paintinge Dubt I don't think it ocan be taught during the same studio hours as the
regular painting class. Students who do poster work should also do some paintinge
Hoselsio: There should be some provision for it, rather then having sbudents doing
any kind of erte IHirsch: If we don't do it, the posters which will be made anyway
henging arcund the College invite a Xind of oritlciem which will constitute & sort
of oriticism of the Art Division. lMoselsio: The work should teke the form of some
kind of competition. Hirsch: Are you against institubing such a olass for one
eighth? Park: I don't object to the idea. Bub the students should operate without
supervision in many areass The Social Studies Diviesion doesn't take responsibility
for morels on cempussse. Hirach: A painting student could do ome eighth of her work
in poster worke Ee Hirsch: I foel there is no use in doing it unless there is co=
operationg and I think a) it could be dome; b) it could not be done; ¢) it could be
done by someone elce but me; d) it could be done cooperatively between two departmentse
Iirschs Is there any objection to trying 1t out if there is enough student demand?

It was finally decided that there should be some provision made for a poster
cless if there was encugh demend for it early enough in the term, and that it should
count one eighths After counselees were assigned for the spring term, the meeting
adjournede





