
THE 
Published Every Other Week by Students of the Bennington College Community. 

April 29, 1948, Vol. 2, No. 2 

Bennington Sends Delegate 
to Mademoiselle F omm 

Alexandra Crawford was picked by 
Mademoiselle to represent Bennington 
at the magazine's annual college forum. 
She and approximately fifty other wo­
men students spent Saturday, April 24, 
in New York City discussing "European 
Recovery and the United States". The 
students were brought to New York at 
Mademoiselle's expense to attend the 
conference, which was held at the Com­
modore Hotel. 

Delegates from U.S. and Abroad 
Many of the delegates were able to 

give first hand accounts of the coun­
tries involved in ERP because of their 
studies abroad last summer. Some are 
natives of these countries and are 
studying at American colleges through­
out the country. 

Addresses by Authorities 
During the day-long program, au- 

thorities on international relations as
well as internationally known journal­
ists addressed the students. In the 
morning Vera Michaels Dean, Research 
Director of the Foreign Policy Associa­
tion, talked about the economic situa­
tion in Europe at the end of the war, 
covering the steps taken by the Euro­
pean countries themselves to get back 
on their feet. Russel Hill, New york
Herald Tribune foreign correspondent, 
who wrote "Struggle for Germany" 
from firsthand observation, discussed 
the much-debated question of whether 
or not Germany can be allowed to de­
velop sufficiently to provide an indus­
trial base for the rest of Europe, with­
out becoming a war threat again. 

Lincoln Gordon of the Harvard Busi­
ness School, until recently Consultant 
for the State Department on ERP, was
the next speaker. He covered the com­
plete history of aid to Europe from the 
time of liberation, giving the evolution 
of the Marshall Plan, with all its modi­
fications, up to the day of the Forum. 

Pro and Con ERP 
After lunch, Ferdinand Kuhn, Jr., of 

the Washington Post, stated the case 
for the European Recovery Program:. 
the case against the program was pre­
sented by Lewis C. Frank, Jr., of the
New Republic. 

Following this discussion, James P. 
Warburg, author of "Foreign Policy Be­
gins at Home", spoke on The Goal of 
Peace. His talk covered the difficul--

(Continued on page 4) 
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Students organize For 
1John K. Fairbank in First Talk 

presidential Nominees Of Two-day Series on China 
Stassen, Eisenhower or Wallace can 
find the necessary steps below. The 
S.D.A. and Students for Wallace groups 
have been organized on campus. If any 
students would like to work for other 
presidential candidates, contact The 
Beacon and you will receive instructions 
about where to write and any available 
inf orma tion.-Ed.) 

Students for Stassen 
The following steps should be carried 

out to form a STUDENTS FOR STAS­
SEN VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION. 
1. Contact your friends who support 

Harold E. Stassen for President. Ar­
range an organization meeting to se­
lect a temporary Chairman and Sec­
retary. 

2. Send to STUDENTS FOR STASSEN, 
1000 Pillsbury Building, Minneapo­
lis, Minnesota, for an application for 
a Charter. Fill out the application 
blank and return to the above ad­
dress. 

3. After you are officially recognized, 
hold a meeting at which definite 
campaign objectives are established. 
Be sure you are familiar with the 

main points in Stassen's domestic and 
(Continued on page 5) 

Dr. Kilpatrick Works for New 
Experimental School in N.Y.C. 

Dr. William Kilpatrick, Professor 
Emeritus of Education at Teachers 
College (a division of Columbia Uni­
versity) is now actively engaged in 
the organization of an experimental 
school in New York City. 

Dr. Kilpatrick was the first president 
of the Board of Trustees of Benning 
ton College. Guided by the philosophy 
of John Dewey, he has always been 
one of the leading proponents and in­
terpreters of the movement known as
Progressive Education. 

Educator, Author, Lecturer 
The educator, author and lecturer was 

graduated from Mercer University, Ga., 
in 1891. He received his PhD. from 
Columbia in 1912. In 1938 Bennington 
College presented Dr. Kilpatrick with 
an L.L.D. He has been a professor of 
Mathematics and Philosophy, as well 
as principal of several of Georgia's pub­
lic schools. Besides this noteworthy 
course of study and teaching, Dr. Kil­
patrick has found time to write, and 
collaborate with authors of such books 
as "Education for a Changing Civiliza­
tion", "How We Learn" (with Mason 
Alcott), "Remaking the Curriculum" 
and many others. 

Horace Mann-Lincoln 

Fa irbank Speaks on 
"OurCh ina Policy"

On Tuesday evening, April 20, Mr. 
John K. Fairbank spoke to the com­
munity on "Our China Policy", the sec­
ond lecture in the China series. Mr. 
Fairbank clarified Professor Ch'ien's 
speech of the afternoon seminar and 
continued along the line of the present 
political situation in China. He observed 
that we have reached an intellectual 
crisis, a "crisis of understanding" in the 

Mr. and Mrs. Fairbank 

Asiatic world; that we have reached an 
age of intense power politics. We have 
developed an "Atomic Community", in 
the terminology of Walter Lippman
and China, as a part of the non-Atlantic 
community, presents countless points 
of conflict. 

Low Economic Standards 
Mr. Fairbank stressed the poverty of 

China as a nation and of her people, and 
the position of China as a "lower state". 
In saying "lower state" he implied low­
er living standards, lower caloric con­
sumption and lower literacy rate. He 
stated that the countries of the non­
Atlantic community cannot live ade­
quately on their present food consump­
tion; that the average life expectancy 
is 26 years. Because of this severe eco­
nomic situation work efficiency is at a 
minimum; and to China, Mr. Fairbank 
observed, double food value means dou­
ble work efficiency. Mr. Fairbank then 
pointed out that with this way of life 
certain types of institutions can be ex­
pected, primarily the institution con­
cerning only the rule of the few and the 
privileged. 

Early Revolutionary Attempts 
Mr. Fairbank discussed certain phases 

of the "modern Chinese revolutionary 
process". 

1) The Peasant Rebellion in 1864. 
This was a true rebellion of the masses 
against the tyrannical ruling class. The 
uprising, however, failed and the old 
regime was restored. 

2) The second phase came when the 
elite ruling class became conscious of 
western modernization and attempted 
to reform the Chinese · tradition along 
these western lines. This revolution is 
significant because it was instigated by 
a scholar-elite group. However, the re­
bellion of 1898, known as the Hundred 
Days, was also banished and the con­
stitutional monarchy continued as be­
fore. 

At present, Dr. Kilpatrick is working 
with Dr. Ernest 0. Melby, Dean of 
N.Y.U., and members of the latter's
department, for the maintenance of the
educational program practiced in the 
Horace Mann-Lincoln School. This 
school, which was originally just the 
Lincoln School, is involved in a legal 
fight with Teachers College over grants
from Rockefeller and the General Ed­
ucation Board. The struggle to contin11e 
the school is one that educators feel is 
important. The Lincoln School was 
started to promote educational experi- 3) The Republican Revolution of 
ments and to advance activities which 1911 came as a result of a "west con­
have a direct bearing on everyday life. sciousness on the part of certain 

The Horace Mann-Lincoln school and groups in China. Their aim was to 
Bennington are both pioneers in the abolish themonarchy which was done, 
field of education. We can therefore but becauseof disagreementsthe group 
appreciate Dr. Kilpatrick's efforts to in- was split and nothmg further worked 
sure the future of experimental edu- oout. _ 
cation. 4) The Nationalist Revolution of t he 

1920's. This was the true beginning of 
Chinese modernization. This marked 
the growth and development of indus­
try and of a business class under for­
eign influences. In the period between 
1912 and 1925 there was no centralized 
government in China ; and it was mark-
ed by the organization of the masses for 
political purposes. The period also 
marked the breaking up of the old fam­
ily and village traditions and of the 
Confucian society. 

Principles of Sun Yat-Sen 
The organization of the masses, Mr. 

Fairbank pointed out, was based on 
three principles of Sun Yat-Sen: na­
tionalism, democracy and the improve­
ment of the general lot. Chiang Kai­
Shek took over these principles in es­
tablishing the Kuomintang, but did not 
continue the organization of the mas­
ses. He built up a modern government 
on the basis of reform without revolu­
tion, making the Kuomintang a party 
of the status quo. (Mr. Fairbank com­
mented here that for the Chinese to 
keep abreast of the times they must be 
radical and revolutionary.) 

Chinese Communists 
Mr. Fairbank felt that the Commun­

ists in China have done a far better job 
of organizing the masses. They have 
formed functionary communities and 
brought on a true "people's revolution". 
Although Chiang Kai-Shek has been a 
symbol of nationalism, the Communists 
have beaten him at his own game by 
being more obviously nationalistic. They 
have impressed their ideology on the 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dance and Drama Plans 
Announced 

The Drama production this term will 
be an adaptation of Henry James' 
novel, "The Spoils of Poynton". The 
play was adapted by Richard Baldridge, 
who is also directing the production 
with the help of Edward Thommen, as­
sisted by Deane Worth. The play is a 
fortunate choice for Bennington since 
it contains only one male role, which
will be played by Harvey Langee, from 
New York. The rest of the cast in­
cludes Elizabeth Bacon, Kathryn Bal­
lantyne, Linda Borden, Claire Mcintosh , 
Irene Moore, Joan Tewksbury, and 
Patricia Hogan. The dates for the pro­
duction are the 26th, 27th and 28th of 
May. 

The plans for the Dance production 
have not been completely formulated. 
However, a good many groups, covering 
a wide variety of subjects, are in pre­
paration. The 24th, 25th and 26th of 
.Tune mark the dates for the produc­
tion. 

The First "Mrs. Beacon 

We are pleased to announce that 
Ann Pratt Ladd is the winner of the 
"Mr. Beacon" contest. Anne produced 
the correct answer of W. H. Auden af­
ter hearing the third clue and will be 
duly rewarded with a twenty dollar 
credit at Vogue and Vanity. 

A close second was Nancy Andrews. 
who also guessed correctly-but not
quite so quickly-after the third clue. 
Other runners-up were: Nancy Gregg, 
Barbara Cart and Sue Stern. 

The Beacon congratulates Anne and 
thanks all those who entered the con­
test. 
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On the Bias 
by M. S. 

Note: This column started out in a 
rather portentious tone with rabble- 
raising cries about the new student 
waitress rules and the resulting crises. 
It is not my sole purpose to editorialize, 
but also to point out items of interest 
on campus or to throw light on some 
particular question. Contributions are 
welcome. 

Since the waitress rules have been
changed now and everyone seems rea­
sonably satisfied with the results, three 
cheers. There seems to be little else to 
say on that subject. 

Some Ideas on Palestine 
Today, the idealistic American has a 

hard and confusing time in attempting 
to justify his country's actions in re­
spect to the Palestine issue. From my 
point of view these actions cannot be 
justified, yet I have no concrete forma­
tion of facts and no clear idea of what 
I believe is justifiable. Nevertheless, 
I have certain definite and individual 
ideas on this subject of United States 
policy in Palestine, and these are the 
ideas I should like to express in this
article. 

Main Headings 

Facts About Waiting On 

Advertising Manager Virginia Allen 
Layout Janet Roosevelt 

Ruth Livingston (ex-officio) 

In clarifying the issue in my own 
mind I have put under the heading The 
Palestine Question, three sub-titles: 
1) the Palestine Mandate, 2) the Par­
tition of .Palestine, and 3) the United 

Spring, as the old saying goes, has States reversal on the Palestine Par-
arrived. This is very nicefor all those, tit 'on. onecould group these sub-titles 

In reply to inquiries raised in On the
Bias concerning the student waitress
problem, I went to see Mrs. Cook. the
facts about the situation, and the rea­
sons behind the decisions made last 
semester by Mrs. Cook, Mrs. Hill, and
the head student waitresses were these
first, in the morning, waitresses can 
arrive any time between 7 :30-7 :45 for 
their breakfast. Incidentally, most of 
the kitchen help must be at the college 
at six a. m., in order to prepare break­
fast for the students and waitresses. 
Second, lunch presents the biggest prob­
lem to both the waitresses and the man­
agement. Due to the fact that classes
do not let out until one o'clock, and 
students waiting on are supposed to 
check in at 12 :35, it was decided that
it was preferable for people having 11-1 
classes to wait on at other meals. the
deadline has now been changed to 12 : 45
which gives students a little more lee­
way, and Mrs. Cook has instructed the 
chef to see that no girl ever goes with­
out a meal, despite the fact that she 
may be late. 

================= who spend the day indoors or prefer- collectively under a single title,-

Editorial Thoughts ably in bed, but for us commoners who doubtful decisions The Palestine Man-
must run from Jennings to commons d d 
ad infinitum all day, there are definite ate. wa establishe in 1922 with :in-The recent seminars and lectures on 

China formed one of the finest series 
the college has ever had. The large 
turnout for each meeting was proof 
enough that the entire community was 
interested and stimulated by the relat­
ed topics and the speakers. 

dependenceas the ultimate goal. Other 
problems In poems there is so. little countries under a similar mandate sys-
mentionof mud, splashy and veryun- t ern eventuallygained their independ­
beautiful puddles, .or people on bicycles ence, but Palestine technically remains 
who help us attaina generous share under the original mandate till the

It is not healthy or efficient for the 
waitresses to wait on and eat at the 
same time, which is what often happens
at lunch. At present Miss Funnell is 
trying to work out a schedule whereby 
some of the girls who wait on at break­
fast and dinner will exchange places 
with those who have classes until one 
o'clock and lunch stations. promptness
for meals on the part of both student s 
and faculty would help the waitresses
get through in time for classes and eve­
ning lectures. Any suggestions on how
to further relieve the lunch situation 
would be appreciated by Mrs. Cook. 

<Contmued on page 5) evacuation of the British troops on 
May 15th. Ideally, in this delay and 
original deniance of Palestine independ­
ence lies the crux of the present issue. 

We hope that in the near future an­
other concentrated series-perhaps on 
Russian or a western culture-will be
presented. The next series might well 
be stretched from two days to a week
with a program even more extensive 
and thorough. 

Thanks go to Miss bowmanAdmin­
istrative Assistant to president burk-
hardt for her fine and careful planmng 
of theChina series. 

"promptness" we are frequently
told "is the epitome of virtue It 
seemsprobable that mostStudentsarc 
in agreement with this . semi-proverb, 
but at Bennington the wish often can .. 
not be father to the act. When a class 
is dismissed at one minute to eleven, 
most of the non-herculean memb~rs of 
the community are unable to arrive at 
Jennings at one minute after t_he hour: 
Many instructors · seem cogmzant ~t 
this indisputable fact and stop their 
classes early in order that the student 
may travel reasonably decorously to 
her next class. 

There are a few individuals, however, 
who do not allow for time inevitably 
used in transit. It is usually possible 
after a few weeks of muscle develop­
ment for students in these classes to run 
to the next class on time, if it is within 
the circle of the barn and living room 
meetings. The music or dance student, 
however, is left to solve the problem as 
best she can. She inevitably comes to 
realize that she must either leave the 
first class while it is in progress, or 
miss part of the second one. 

It would seem that the lack of uni­
formity in this matter, which penal­
izes one group of students, could best 
be solved by setting a definite break 
between classes. 

The Party Line 
There have been several complaints 

that the Beacon has not placed enough 
emphasis on world events, but has de­
voted most, if not all, of its space to 
purely "campus" affairs. To try to 
fill that gap, we have turned to that 
fairly reputable newspaper, the New 
York Times, in an attempt to emulate 
its world-wide coverage of news. 

We were fortunate enough to discov­
er an article which represented not ont~­
the New York Times, but also the Lon­
don Times. The subject of this piece, 
which appeared on page eight, April 
20th, concerned itself with the pn:sri ­
ing problem, "Why does the telephont: 
cord get twisted?" 

If both the London and New York 
Times consider this enough of a prob 
lem to devote page eight space to it, 
it seems logical that the Beacon should 
allot similar space to an article on an 
equally important subject, such as .. 
well, let's face it .. why does the tele­
phone cord get twisted? (If it rates a 
"Special to the New York Times" we 
might give it a mention.) 

We could go into the several theories 
on the subject, but I feel we should 
examine the one proposed. This one, 
propounded by the London Times, sup. 
ports the "they lift the receiver with 
the right hand and put it down with 
the left" boys. 

Superficially, this might appear b 
be fairly reasonable, but I believe the 
matter has deeper implications. 

I personally consider the whole event 
part of an insidious plot to blame the 
sorry affair on the Communists. Just: 
analyze that theory which apparently 
is supported by reputable thinkers in 
both London and New York: "Th<::y lift 
the receiver with the right hand and 
put it down with the left." 

Obviously, the offending member is 
that left hand. 

With the posting of this term's first The Times tried to laugh off the mat-
black list last Friday, the problem of ter by suggesting that perhaps the Lon­
paying store bills promptly has again don Times was a bit facetious, but thf 
arisen. The convenience of charging, seed had been planted. 
which is not allowed in a true co-opera- The next step undoubtedly will h r· 
tive store, seems to be continually mis .. to accuse the "left" of trying to gain 
used. Such constant lack of responsi- control of the telephone industry. Who 
bility on the part of the students is not knows where we will have to proceed 
merely a great hindrance to the very from that point. All red-haired tele­
taxing job of bookkeeping, but actual- phone operators will have to be t hor­
ly penalizes every member of the store, oughly investigated; the telephone in­
whether or not she pays her bill dustry will have to answer for their 
promptly. For, as the notice in a r e- lapse in allowing cords on the marke~ 
cent College Week pointed out, the ex- which are amenable to twisting hy 
tremely large total of outstanding bill:; "lefts"; people all over the world will 
prohibits the store from obtaining dis- be afraid to pick up their telephon0s. 
counts which would be available if it In short, we should all be grateful to 
could render prompt payment for ; both the New York and London Times 
goods. As it is the students who are for bringing to our attention this po . 
directly affected by a smoothly or :>. tentially dangerous situation, and also 
badly functioning store, it would seem 1 for helping the Beacon to break into 
logical for students to consider prompt the field of foreign news interpreta­
payment of bills not only co-operative, tions. 
but very worthwhile. Corinne Silverman 

Palestine Might Have Solved 
Own Problems 

The importance of Palestine as a 
base for the British, its strategic po­
sition, is obviously the cause of the 
delay. In my mind, this is not justifi­
!=thle ; however, that is now past history. 
But it is usually in past history that 
we find our mistakes. I feel, though, 
t-hat Palestine could have got along as solve it. The Assembly came up, some 
an independent nation as well as any months later, with the Partition Plan-· 
ei ther of the newly sovereign states in strongly· backed by the United States 
the area. Jews and Arabs have, and · and Russia. The plan for the partition 
can, live together in a civilized and ad- of the Holy Land is not a new idea. It 
vantageous existence. I feel that the was suggested as a possible solution in 
Palestine nation, had it come into being, 1937, when a British commission was 
could have solved its problem of Jewish sent to Palestine to investigate and 
immigration in democratic fashion. (A study the problem there. The Plan for 
child often does surprisingly well when Partition, as a document, is idealistic 
given a responsible job; though we us- as well as practical. The Arabs and 
ually think we can do it quicker and the Arab States do not feel that it is 
more easily ourselves!) The people of just. I do not know, but I do feel that 
Palestine, both Jews and Arabs, might it could be worked out with patience 
have done well, too, had the job been and common-sense. Both the Jews and 
their own. I believe that they would the Arabs have dramatized their re­
have, but no one gave them the chance spective situations; their chins are out, 
to try. That was the initial mistake. and they are beyond humoring. To 

simplify even further !-if the fighting 
U.N. Partition Plan ceased and both sides could look around 

Last April 1, 1947, the United King- them, take stock of the situation, and 
dom handed over her problem to the perhaps decide that they wouldn't do 
United Nations and a special session of so badly by the partition plan after all. 
the General Assembly was called to (Continued on page 5) 

~I 

Say, Suzy, how do you spell "FREUD"? 



Prof. Ch'ien Speaks on 
China's Modernization 

A series of lectures on China was op­
ened on April 20th with a seminar. 
"China's Modernization: A Politicul 
Approach", conducted by Professor 
Tuan-sheng Ch'ien. In his lecture, 
Professor Ch'ien stressed the import-­
ance of political stability and revision 
as the primary necessity and approach 
to the modernization of China. He told 
his audience that "Political moderni­
zation is a key to thorough moderniza­
tion in all its aspects." 

Political Patterns 
Professor Ch'ien discussed briefly 

the political tradition of Chi!la, and 
some of the definite and varymg pat­
terns it has followed. He covered four 
of these patterns: 1) the _Republi~an 
Revolution of 1911 that shifted China 
from a constitutional monarchy to,--
2) a Republic in 1912; 3) the new Chin­
ese Nationalist party of the 1920's, de .• 
veloping into Sun Yat-Sen's Kuomin­
tang and a one party government; 4) 
the new and confused attempt at de­
mocracy under Chiang Kai-shek. Pro 
fessor Ch'ien stated that he believes the 
first pattern, a constitutional mon­
archy, is not possible as a_ solution for 
the political future of Chma. He ex. 
pressed the belief that neither of the 
remaining three patterns could be 
wholly beneficial to China; that a sys­
tem of government with the interests 
of the people and the masses as its pri­
mary concern was the answer to po­
litical modernization, hence all-over 
modernization, in China. 

The "Elite" Reign 
Professor Ch'ien explained the tra­

dition of the ruling class, the "elite". 
in Chinese politics. A vast majority of 
the Chinese people are illiterate; very 
few form this elite, educated group, 
which in turn composes the ruling class 
In past Chinese history it was this 
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Professional Craftsmen of 
Vermont to Exhibit Here 

A return exhibit of crafts-work by 
the Professional Craftsman Group of 
Vermont will be shown in the store on 
Mav 5. This loose affiliation of eight 1 
workers who live scattered throughout 
the stat~, was organized to provide suf­
ficient output for them to be able to 
earn their living and keep the urices of I 
hand-worked goods down, without low­
ering the standards of individual crafts­
work. 

Formation of Group 
The idea was first formulated when 

the members of the group met at one 
of the state-sponsored shows of craf~s­
work in Vermont. As they were all m­
terested in maintaining the highest 
standards of professional craft<>man­
ship, they formed this organizatio:r: to 
enable them to reach a much wider 
public than the individual worker could 
through his shop. 

Varied Work 
None of the craftsmen are native 

Vermonters. but moved here to be able 
to carry on their work more effectively. 
Paul Benjamin, who started out as a 
landscape painter, works in ~ood, ~hile 
George Morris, another pamte_r, is a 
ceramicist teaching at Montpelier Jun­
ior College' as well as ouerating his shop. 
Other forms of craftswork done by 
members of the group are leather work 
bv Mr. and Mrs. Honwood, weaving- by 
Margaret and Malcolm Sullavin, silver 
work by Joseph Skinger, and tole work 
by Walter Wright. 

group of scholars which ruled under 
the Emperor. Later, as the dynasties 
weakened these elite few ruled su 
preme. They were accepted into thr 
group after passing a_ syste:n _of ex. 
aminations, and at their a_dm1ss10n be 
came a part of the governmg power o< 
China. Only this educated group coulr' 
enjoy complete political power a::id 
privilege. With this system the Chm 
ese government followed the wishes 
and aims of the ruling class, and there 
was little or no concern over the in 
terests of the masses. Thus, the pres 
ent need for political reform in Chin::· 
must develop through and for the peo 
ple of China. The traditions of the past 
are not the best, and those of the pres 
ent and future must belong to and stem 
from the people. 
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Dr. Hager and double indemnity 

Mr. Levy Goes to Eu rope 
During N.R.T. 

Mr. Levy left the States, December 
20th, bound for Rotterdam, on the 
Dutch liner, New Amsterdam. When 
asked why he had made the trip, he 
said that he went to see his mother, 
"a fairly safe statement to ma1':e" . 
When he landed in Rotterdam the thmg 
which impressed him most was that 
the greater part of the town had been 
destroyed. The only thing which could 
be seen was flat green pasture land. He 
got in a taxi and started for the r~il­
road station in Rotterdam, a few miles 
away. The taxi-man, being like all 
taxi-men in the world, was very chatty. 
He pointed to the landscape at various 
times and would say things like, "that's 
where the church used to be'', or, "the 
school house was there." What was 
horrifying was not the ruin or desola­
tion but the lack of it. Everywhere 
was' flat and fertile land which before 
the war had been the center of Rotter­
dam. "No stretch of the imagination." 
Raid Mr. Levy, "could make this seem 
like anything but a lie or a nightmare." 
After he arrived in Rotterdam, he 
boarded the train for Paris, which i 8 

still "the most beautiful city in the 
world and which never can be duplicat­
ed. Il Paris were to be destroyed," he 
said "it would be built again the same 
-the French are very alive." 

Symphony Broadcast 
From Paris, Mr. Levy went to Switz­

:;rland where his Tenth Symphony was 
ranscribed and played in a delayed 
Jroadcast on the Swiss radio. He was 
given a copy, which was played here 
resterday, April 28th. While he wa~ 
n Switzerland, he gave several concerts 
which were broadcast at the time. 
·_.ater on he performed in Paris. He 
i lso heard several concerts of other 
;ontemporary composers, and was very 
mpressed with the "Symphonie Con­
'.ertante", by Frank Martin, which has 
Jeen played in this country. 

European Conditions 
When asked about conditions abroad, 

le said that he could not say much ex­
~ept about Switzerland and France. 
1witzerland is quite prosperous, and 
he conditions could almost be compar­
~d to those of this country. France, 
however is another matter. Becau<le 
f the i~flation, everything is in a very 
~onfused state. Prices go up about onc_e 
1. week and are dictated by the Black 
\!Iarket'. "There is no dearth of goods," 
Mr. Levy said, "but prices make every-
hing prohibitive for the ordinary con­

sumer." 
Trip Successful 

However, on the brighter side, the 
'mow in the Swiss Alps was extremely 
good, and, as skiing i~ Mr. I.:evy's. fav­
,1 rite sport, this provided him with a 
very pleasant diversion. Mr. Levy left 
' owards the end of March, returning to 
this country on the same boat. He ar­
rived on the 3rd of April in New York. 
"It was," he said, "a very happy and 
successful trip." 

Page ' ~. 

Painting in the U. S. S. R. 
From a paper by Kiriki de Diego 

Painting has been connected with var­
ious forms of culture. It is not an art 
form that can be associated with west­
ern cultural development alone. In any 
society there is a constant rise and fall 
in the various painting traditions. This 
can be seen in our own cultural develop­
ment from the time of the Greeks to the 
present. The important traditions of 
painting have passed fro~ count~y- to 
country, thriving under var10us pohbcal 
situations. The traditions of western 
paintings are now centered in France; 
in years to come they will probably 
move on, to the east or to the west. 

When the fact that Russia has no 
painting tradition of her own is ac­
knowledged, the job the Soviet Union 
is trying to do takes on a new and in­
teresting light. This is a remarkable 
and gigantic undertaking worthy of 
praise. But before beginning on the ac­
tual physical and idealistic set-up under 
which the artist works in Russia I feel 
that I should state my opinion of the 
work that has come out of the country. 
As an artistic movement "social real­
ism" seems to me a trite romanticism 
of little artistic value. It has a tremen­
dous amount to say about the effective­
ness of governmental restrictions of 
creative ability, but as an artistic form 
I believe it to be an utter failure. This 
can be seen upon closer inspection of 
actual conditions. 

Every Chance for Development 
Talent is at a premium in Russia, and 

those possessing it are given every 
chance to develop at the expense of the 
government, if necessary. If a child 
shows promise in grade school he, or 
she is sent to one of the lower schools 
of ~rt. After considerable weeding out 
the promising students are sent on to 
higher and higher academies where the 
teaching is more advanced and compe­
tition greater. All thro.ugh school eco­
nomic problems are minimized, thus 
eliminating some of the students' wor­
ries and leaving them free for their 
creative work. The government pro­
vides for those who are unable to take 
care of themselves in regard to hous­
ing; plus providing materials and assur­
ing jobs to those who can graduate. 

In certain general respects the school 
system of the art academies is much 
like that of Bennington. Besides actual 
studio work practical experience under 

(Continued on page 6) 

Main Street, Bennington, Vt. 
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Come with Your Date to 

The State Line 
for fine food and beverages 

Let's Meet to Eat 
we Village Noo~ 

Toasted Long Hot Dogs 

422 Main St. 

HUB'S 

English Rib to 

wear wirh everything. 

HUB designed chis classic 

English Rib co be worn with 

your favorite sport en$emble. 

Bennington 

The lovely slenderizing appear- ~ 

ance of this sock is en­

hanced by sparkling new colors. Cuff 

may be worn straight up, turned over 

or rolled. Priced exactly right 

DRYSDALE'S 

THE HEACO~ 

Fairbank Spea ks on 
"Our China Policy" 

(Continued from page 1) 

Chinese people, and this Communist 
ideology has become a powerful weapon. 
The peasant has been given something 
concrete to hate and to fight against. 

' Mr. Fairbank gave feudalism and for­
eigners as examples, with the equation: 
Foreigner equals capitalistic America 
equals Imperialism. 

The Communist Question 
During the question period Mr. Fair-

bank was brought back to a discussion 
. of United States · policy in China. He 
. felt that the policy General Marshall 
: attempted to organize in China was a 
1 

sensible and courageous one, though not 
accepted. This policy would have es­
tablisbed the Communists in the Kuo­
mintang as a minority party and a joint 
Communist-Kuomintang army in China. 
These efforts failed and Marshall was 
:;everely criticized for his plan. As a 
result of this failure open warfare has 
resulted between the two factions. The 
U. S. has given arms to the central 
Chinese government, which is legally 
correct, but to the Chinese people it is 
open intervention. To the U. S., it is 
counter-intervention against Russia. 
Mr. Fairbank stated that the Russians 
in North China are intervening ideologi­
cally, but not materially as we are. He 
feels that we need some ideology our­
selves to give out; something we truly 
believe in, practice at home, and will be 
willing to practice abroad. Mr. Fair­
bank's example of such a belief might 
come from a project such as the T.V.A. 
He suggested that such a project might 
be carried out with infinite success and 
beneficient results on the Yangtze River 
in China. 

Will the Chinese Communists go 
along with the Russian Communists? 
In response to this question Mr. Fair­
bank answered that the Chinese already 
have justified certain Russian actions, 
such as the Manchurian moves. He felt 
that if they choose Russian methods 
and mterests they will find endless con­
flicts with their own Chinese interests. 

PORTRAITS 
make the most 

PERSONAL GIFTS 
Phone us NOW for an appointment 

Studio hours 2 to 6 p. m. 
Mornings and evenings by appointment 

439 Main Street Cone Bldg. 
Bennington, Vt. Phone 573 

Do you sew? If so, you should 

be sure to see our large stock 

of fabrics and notions. 

Special showing of Milliken's 

woolens and Bates' cottons. 

T h e E. L. N l·C H 0 L S S t o r e 
457-461 Main Street 

Chinese Philosophy and 
the Dilemma 

Viewing in retrospect Mr. Hughes' 

Bennington Sends Delegate to 
Mademoiselle Forum 

(Continued from page 1) 

excellent lecture on Chinese philosophy ties of maintaining a peaceful family 
-the last meeting in the China Series of nations through the mechanism of 
-one is placed in an exceedingly diffi- . the UN, and the moral responsibility o-11 
cult position, impaled on the horns of the United States as the proponent of 
a dilemma. Admittedly, we are com- the ERP. 
mitted to viewing the world in terms Student Discussion of Issues 
of our own society. We can do nothing 
else. And the degree to which we are During the day there was sufficient 
entrenched in our society may reflect time alloted for student discussion of 
capacities for understanding. Thus, in- the issues raised by the various speak­
sofar as we subscribe to the values of ers. At the end of the entire Forum 
our own society, we are unable to accept three students spoke on college pro­
an equally coherent order of distinct~y grams of action for dealing with criti­
different values. And, unfortunately, cal world issues. The first student re-. 
the superiority of American to Chinese port was made by Sally Pierce, of Mills 
values has not always been as clearly College, who talked about The Western 
questionable as it appeared to us Wed- College Conference Proposals on the 
nesday night. ERP. Helen Molly Shaw, of Stanfor1l 

University, then described Stanford's 
study based on ways to give the public 
the widest possible, accurate, expert 
knowledge about international prob­
lems. Robert S. Smith, vice-president 
of the NSA, who is attending Harvard 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 
spoke on the importance of co-operation 
among students of all countries in an 
understanding of international political 
and economic issues. 

Values of Societies 
The Chinese perspective perhaps 

makes no sense in our terms. We can 
marshal statistics to support our dis­
approval of the poverty, the starvation 
and the living conditions we find re­
pugnant. Our immediate judgment is 
likely to utilize the phrase: 'backward 
society'. The values of our own so­
ciety-those values we are making 
available on a large scale in the Orient 
-seem to place efficiency above other 
concerns. Thus, the Chinese would be 
perfectly justified in regarding us as a 
nation of cement mixers and hog rais­
ers. On the other hand, we can easily 
be seduced by 'the magic of the Orient'. 
In us it is very often the attitude of 
a high school girl trying on costumes 
for the Chinese play, or it implies a 
new Chinese restaurant we must tell 
our friends about. Rarely can it per­
mit the simultaneous continuity of op­
posing values in a harmonious work!.. 
Our evangelical zeal all too often ig­
nores inherent ideas of order. 

Loyalty Chinese Basis 
The structure of relationships which 

forms the basis of Chinese society, the 
social order, will seem to us unnatural, 
feudal, repressive, or stultifying. That 
Chinese values in respect to these re 
lationships indicate a basis of loyalty, 
where American or Western value:; 
have come to mean a more or less con­
tractual framework, reveals a funda­
mental split which is evident on all 
other levels. Thus, in our terms, th0 
kind of family unit expressing filial 
piety would be analysed as authoritar­

Marshall MacDuffie, former director 
of the European Bureau of Foreign Ec­
onomic Administration, and chairman 
of the day's proceedings, summarized 
and concluded the Forum. 

The colleges which sent delegates 
were: Cornell, University of Missouri 
Florida State, University of Idaho; 
Smith, Reed, University of Texas, New 
York University, Mt. Holyoke, Wo­
men's College of the University of 
North Carolina, University of Oklaho­
ma, Vassar, Barnard, Radcliffe, Bryn 
Mawr, Rollins, Hunter, Sarah Lawrence 
University of North Carolina, Univer~ 
sity of Chicago, Roosevelt, Sweet Briar . 
Stephens, University of Montana, Uni­
versity of Southern California, Univer .. 
sity of Michigan, Mills, University of 
Indiana, Northwestern University, 
Wellesley, Connecticut College for Wo­
men, ':'anderbilt University, University 
of Mmnesota, Stanford University, 
Pomona, Columbia University, College 
of St. Catherine, and the University of 
Utah. Among the countries represent­
ed by foreign students studying here 
were: Greece, France, India, the Neth­
erlands, England, and the Territory of 
Hawaii. 

ian and unproductive. And the bright-- -----------------
er ones among us will say that the 
Chinese are a nation afraid of their 
fathers and in need of good psycho­
analytic assistance. 

Dialectic of Complementality 
The Chinese placement of conscious 

ness-what appears to us as a suspen­
sion of judgment-is perhaps most dif­
ficult to understand. To our Western 
eyes this is resolution sicklied over, i'_ 
is inaction which, as everyone knows, 
will never lead to success. But we are 
dealing with internal order-with a 
civilization whose history reveals a 
continuum unmindful of our technology. 
Thus, the dialectic of complementality, 
which Mr. Hughes mentioned, may pos­
sibly provide the only rational metho1l 
for handling experience. The impact of 
such a method cannot fail to elicit 

SEW and SAVE 

FABRICS 
by-the-yard 
for every 

OCCASION 
Anti-Matting - Anti-Shrink 

FLEISHER YARNS 

THE YARD STICK 
HOTEL PUTNAM 

BENNINGTON, VT. 
Phone 370-MK 

strong and contradictory responses to 
extend in intermittent rumblings. ' 

Orientation Beyond Provincialism 
If we cannot see beyond the bourn!­

aries of our own provincialism we can 
only join the company Mr. Hughes dis­
cussed-those for whom China repre­
sents complete disorientation. The al­
ternative-though, perhaps, categor­
ically impossible-is infinitely more de­
sirable, and exceedingly fruitful, as Mr. 
Hughes so expertly revealed. 

S. R 

MERCU RY CLEANERS 
809 Main Street 

Bennington, Vermont 

We call at the college every day 

between 9 and 10 

Complete dry-cleaning service 

ATKINS JEWELERS. 

409 Main Street 

Bennington, Vermont 



Soma Ideas on Palestine 
(Continued from page 2) 

The U. S. has troops in the Mediter­
ranean, so have the British. A large 
enough police force in Palestine would 
not necessitate fighting; it would pre­
vent fighting simply by its presence. 
If this makes sense, could not the Par­
tition Plan then be worked out in a 
sensible and realistic manner? 

U. S. Failure 
Instead, however, of trying to work 

out the plan the United States has given 
up. The Arabs called her a few names, 
threatened her, and the United States­
only one of the forty-four nations vot­
ing for partition - collapsed like a 
pricked balloon. Now, at the instiga­
tion of the United States, the Partition 
Plan will be reconsidered in a special 
session of the General Assembly on 
April 16th. At the last special session 
the United States was successful in 
pulling together the necessary two­
thirds vote for the partition. Will her 
credit still be good at the coming spec­
ial session? The United Nations has 
suffered somewhat at the hands of the 
USSR, but is it not suffering far more 
dangerously now at the hands of the 
United States over the Palestine re­
versal? 

U. S. Must Stick to Original Decision 

The United States has put herself 
in a bad position. She has done much 
to hurt her own prestige, and a per­
sistent attitude on reversal will con­
tinue this decline. I feel it is of the 
utmost necessity that the United States 
stick to the original decision. It was 
reached at the end of thoughtful de­
bate and study; it is not perfect, but it 
is practical. The Palestine decision 
can and should be followed through; 
with strength of mind, intelligence, and 
courage it will be done. 

Barbara Bowles 

On the Bias 
!Continued from page 2) 

of both (to say nothing of cars). So 
here is a poem especially for the oc­
casion: 
Sprig is here, the college girl said­
It's awreddy gode straid to by head; 
Ad people splash through puddles huge. 
Ad cover be with the deluge. 
I'b stiff with mud, just like a stick. 
To hell with sprig-I it could kick. 

As for the dog who unfortunately hit 
two of us last week, you may be glad to 
hear that he is considered to be free of 
rabies-just in case you had a mild 
case of spring fever to worry you. I 
saw a little girl over near North Ben-­
nington who was quite distraught by 
the whole thing: she and her friends 
were thinking of notifying the authori­
ties that the dog was really not dan­
gerous, and would they please unlock 
him from the barn and let him go. 

. 
When in Town 

visit the 

New York Store 
Dungees - Slacks - Sneex 

Sport Shirts - Loafers 
Sox - Riding Breeches 
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In Revieiv JESSIE WOOD 
DELTA WEDDING by Eudora Welty 

In Delta Wedding, Eudora Welty Dresses - Coats - Suits 
seerrs to have done something quite Sweaters _ Yarn 
unique for a Southern writer in :r;re-
senting a picture of the South totally Phelps Belts and Sandals 
lacking in urgency and in tension. In 
con~parison with Faulkner, Wolfe, War-
ren or McCullers, her book seems al- Mary Chess 
most to have sprung from a different Cosmetics - Perfumes 
locale, a different tradition, so widely, ---------------­
removed is it from the turbulence or re- . 
jection so characteristic of the Southern, 
writers with whom we are most famil- · 
iar. Her fa "" ily prepares for a wedding, 
rt.ovcs through the gentle, a lmost som­
nambulant l:usiness of daily living, ac­
cepting a dream-lib pattern of exis­
tence; this is what they have always 
done and will continue to do through a 
·.- rooTession- of births, marriages and 
deaths--ser-ene and basically unques­
tioning. 

rn writing· of this life, Eudora Welty 
has her roots dee>) in a tradition which 
certainly does not exist any more. Like 
the better British women writers, she 

Ruskin's Taxi 
Phone 702 

Avail yourselves of our Waiting Room 

facilities at 446 Main St: (opp. Grand 

Union). Meet your friends ... Park 

your packages ... Leave your messages. 

DRAGON'S SHOE STORE 

:i 
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Students Organize for · 
Presidential Nominees 

<Continued from page 1) 

foreign program. Read "WHERE I 
. STAND" and request copies of speeches 
for yourself and your friends from 
headquarters. 

Students for Eisenhower 
For those who wish information on 

this new organization, material may be 
obtained by writing to National Head­
quarters, 

STUDENTS FOR EISENHOWER 
32 Little Hall , ; ; . 

Cambridge 38, Massachusetts ' 
Students for Douglas 

The uational S.D.A. 'ha:s vbtkd to badt 
Justice Douglas as a presidential cari'­
didate. For additional information, 
contact Norma Dinnerstein. , 

Students for Wallace 
On Tuesday evening, April 13, STF­

DENTS FOR WALLACE held their 
first meeting on the · Bennington cam­
pus. Phyllis Johnson was elected chair­
woman. A steering committee of six 
was elected temporarily. They are: 
Joyce Perry, Phyllis Johnson, Carol 
Diamond, Miriam Marx, Sonya Rudi­
coff and Mrs. DeGray. It was planned 
that meetings would be held to have 
discussions, and the following program 
was adopted : 

1. Why Wallace is Running for Presi­
dent. 

2. 

begins with the basic premise that her 
culture is an old and a civilized one, and 
that, as Virginia Woolf has said, life is 
rrimarily a Eeries of small impression> 
s.riking against consciourness like pel­
lets a()'ainst a screen. One can only cap­
ture them as they come and hone that 
their very present<ltion will lead to an 
eventual insight. Their smallness, their 
o·pn' l::me<i<i, their endlessness is enough . 
With this basic premise, then, her work 
loses the rawness, the searching drive 
found so often in American novelists. 
It is complacent without being smug. 

113 South Street Tel. 41-M 3. 
Students and the '48 Elections. 
Analysis of Third Parties. 
UMT and the '48 Elections. 

sensitive without being tortured, senti­
mental without being saccharine, but 
we are not convinced that it is real. 

This sort of presentation is complete­
ly removed from the vital social prob­
lems whieh exist in the South. There is 
no ignorance, no racial tension, nothing 
to mar the picture, and this, I think, has 
been done quite consciously, for ugli­
ness has no place in the sort of life por­
trayed. Despite the fact that Welty 
does not try here to be comprehensive, 
there is certainly every indication that 
she is capable of dealing with the total-
ity of experience. Perhaps the very 
lack of a blind and violent rejection will 
lend more profundity to what she has to 
say about the other side of the picture. 

(For safety's sake he was tied in a sta11 
in the barn near Jennings). They had 
been smuggling him food on an averag-e 
of every half hour, from what I conld 
gather, so I imagine he was feeling 
quite up to par on his release. He 
probably just had a touch of spring 
fever himself. 

The Spring dance next Saturday is 
really assuming gigantic proportions­
more and more people are going when 
ever the number is asked. Better get 
going yourselves ! 

Many people accuse the College of 
having no rules, but here's a new twist 
to the subject. The grapevine has it 
that a rather disapproving couple came 
up to a Bennington student and berated 
her, saying that they thought one of th€ 
college'::? rules was a r eal disgrace. "Tht: 
very idea," they exclaimed, "of saying­
that you must have men in your rooms 
until 6 a. m." The student protested in 
vain. As Confucius would say, "You 
never hang for the crimes you commit." 

HAMBURG HELL 
A Devil of a Place to Eat 

at the Gate 

FAGER & SCOTT 
and 

The College Entrance Service Station, 
the home of super service and 

dignified credit 

DAN FAGER 

WE NEVER CLOSE IN SURED CARS 

CARVER'S TAXI 
PHONE 68 OR 69 

AT NIGHT, WATCH FOR GREEN LIGHT 

4. 
5. The High Cost of Living and the "t8 

Elections. 
6. Civil Liberties, Academic Freedom 

and the '48 Elections. 
7. Labor and the '48 Elections. 
8. Economic Co-operation Administra­

tion (formerly E.R.P.) and the '48 
Elections. 
Just how integration with eommunity 

WALLACE chapters will be arranged 
has not been thoroughly discussed. The 
above program is subject to change, 
since it is only tentative until joint 
meetings between the Bennington and 
Williams groups and I or the Benning­
ton and town groups have been held. 
It is hoped that out-of-town speakers 
will be available for panel discussions. 
as well as Bennington faculty members 
who are not working specifically with 

·the group. 
It was decided, on the basis of the 

general community policy, that the 
WALLA CE group would be a working 

1 
body composed of faculty as well as 
students. For further news concerning ----------------1 meetings and WALLACE'S policy, see 
the bulletin board in Commons. 

334 MAIN ST . Bi:;:NNINGTON, VT. 

Girdles 
by 

I For Fine Food and Cleanliness 

stop at 

at "l9he Xnotty <J!ine 

BEECHER'S DRUG STORE Radcliffe College Appointment Bureau 
Announces 

Chanel 
Revlon 

Yardley Elizabeth Arden 
Dorothy Gray Coty 

and other leading cosmetics 

Chen Yu 
Lentheric 

KODAK AGENCY COMPLETE LINE 

Our reliable Prescription Department is always at your service. 

HOTEL PUTNAM BLOCK Phone 1134 

A SPECIALIZED TRAINING COURSE FOR 
COLLEGE WOMEN 

Six Weeks of Shorthand and Typewriting 

June 28 to August 6 

Elementary and Advanced Classes-Tuition $50 
Dormitory Accommodations Available 

For further details, write to the 
Radcliffe College Appointment Bureau, Cambridge, Mass. 

" 
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Painting in the U.S.S.R. 
(Continued from page 3) 

trained men is stressed. Students are 
urged to learn a business they migh1 
go into from all different angles. Work­
ing with professionals and getting ac­
quainted with their ideas is considered 
educational and most valuable. This is 
true of people in the graphic arts more 
than of those who are concentrating on 
"easel painting". 

After three years of general studies 
the student specializes during his fourth 
and fifth years. During the last year 
of school time is devoted to the com­
pletion of a project; the student first 
submits his thesis to a committee and 
if it is accepted he is given a studio 
and left to proceed on his own. This 
project will determine whether he is 
ready for graduation or not. 

Organizations for the Artist 
After graduation the artist has a 

choice of several organizations to which 
he can belong. All of them are very 
similar in structure and offer the artist 
the same sort of security. 

The Artist's Co-operative Organiza­
tion, organized in 1929, is probably the 
largest and most influential of all these 
union-like bodies. Since most other or­
ganizations, like the Association of Ar­
tists, are similar in structure and du­
ties I shall discuss only the first in de­
tail. 

The A.C.O. is a union of painters and 
sculptors in which ideologies and aes­
thetics are discussed. There is a free 
criticism of all artistic tendencies ex­
pressed, so that the committee can keep 
its ears open and direct those who are 
straying too near the views of hostile 
camps. The committee also serves as 
an agitator for the ideals of "social 
realism'', the national name for the aim 
of all artistic endeavor. 

Besides serving as center for the dis­
cussion of controversial ideas, the com­
mittee also offers a more tangible sup­
port to the artist who joins. This is 
where the aims of the A.C.O. become 
definite and serve to a greater and 
more positive extent. 

The statement of the organization 
makes its objectives quite clear, " . . . 
merging of artists and craftsmen for 
the development of talent and the es­
tablishment of a life free from worry 
and dedicated to their work ... " 

Free to Study or Work 
Once an artist joins one of these or­

ganizations he is free to continue his 
s tudies; this is provided for by a spec­
ial fund. The A.C.O. is a wealthy or­
ganization as a result of good planning. 
It started with a government loan, but, 
as of 1938, it had paid off all its debts 
a nd is now running on its own funds. 
If the artist feels that he can start 
work he signs a contract with the or­
ganization for a period of one year. 
This contract entitles the A.C.O. to t he 
artist's output for the period of time 
stipulated by the contract. In return 
the artist gets a monthly payment 
which enables him to go on with his 
work. If at the end of the year the 
committee that judges the painting de­
cides that the out-put exceeds the 
monthly payment, the deficit is made 
up. However, if the case is in reverse, 
which is seldom, the artist agrees to 
work for an additional period of time. 
Besides criticizing the actual formal 
qualities and quantity of paintings the 
committee judges them from a stand­
point of ideological principles also. 

Advice, Material for Artist 
Besides calling on the co-op for ad­

ditional training, the artist is free to 
demand of it any advice in regard to 
special knowledge concerning histori­
cal subjects. Materials, costumes and 
decorations are all at the disposal of 
whomever might need them. The or­
ganization also arranges exhibitions for 
its members and recommends them for 
commissions offered by the state. The 
A.C.O., which is the most powerful and 
highly revered of all artists' associa­
tions, exerts its influence over the big 
museums and various technical schools 
.and academies. It also owns the fac­
tories where all necessary painting ma-

'l'HE BEACON 

terials are manufactured and in 1938 
completed building an artists' combine, 
which centralized work shops and liv­
ing quarters for hundreds of painters 
and sculptors. The co-op also owns 
several buildings on the outskirts of 
Moscow which are used ·as resting 
places for the members and their wives. 
In addition, it supplies money for trav­
el, either in the U.S.S.R. or outside of 
the state. 

The organization benevolently en­
courages amateur movements and pro­
vides teachers (all artists are expected 
to give some of their time to communi .. 
ty projects; the artist may teach, work 
on the famous wall papers or plan tht:'. 
decorations for holidays of national 
significance) and materials for the var­
ious far-flung states of the Soviet Un­
ion. It also encourages the establish­
ment of forgotten arts indigeneous to 
Russia. This aspect of the A.C.O. 
makes the interest of the great mass 
of people in painting more acute by giv­
ing them a chance to experience som•! 
of the artists' problems. Personally I 
believe that some of the most interest­
ing work coming out of Russia today 
is created by these relatively primitive 
peoples. In the amateur groups there 
is a greater freedom of expression and 
a great variety of style resulting from 
the various cultural traditions that 
make up the union. These primitives 
show more in the spirit of Russia than 
all the "social realism" painting of the 
professionals. 

State Committee for Art Affairs 
The State Committee for Art Affairs, 

which is directly connected with the 
government, is mainly concerned with 
criticism. This committee acts as the 
judge of all aesthetic problems. In real­
ity its function is to discourage t enden­
cies that follow the lines of the "form­
alists", which are considered in direct 
conflict with the well-being of the peo­
ple and painting itself. This commit­
tee publishes a clear-cut policy on art. 
In other words, the artists don't work 
out their own manifestos, but must 
rally round preconceived ideas formed 
by the committee. This body also has 
the power to destroy talent that has 
gone "astray" idealistically by means 
of a sort of black-balling system. 

This committee has directed the So­
viet painter to find subjects which are 
associated with the idea of the con­
struction of the new society, or at least 
bear some relation to it. The relation­
ship is extended in scope, in that it al­
lows the artist to choose any subje·~+; 
which is pleasurable and regards life 
optimistically. This is how the paint­
ing of Russia has neglected form in fa­
vor of content. The artists have been 
forced into accepting these ideals. Per­
haps the government has begun to f eel 
its mistake, for it has advocated styl­
istic peculiarities to give the works a 
personal touch. Slowly painting is get­
ting back into the hand of the painter. 
The government seems to have realized 
the utter folly of organizing a creative 
brain. 

Form Neglected for Content 
Engels, long before the set up of the 

Russian state, was aware that the situ­
ation would arise and warned against 
it. "We have all at the outset laid, had 
to lay, brief emphasis on the deduction 
of political, juridicial, and other ideo­
logical conceptions of mediate actions 
from fundamental economic facts. In 
doing so we neglected the formal side 
for the content: the manner in which 
these conceptions arise . . . It is the 
same story, in the beginning form is 
always neglected for content . . . . I 
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The Freshman Menace 
I, being now a sophomore, have had 

my first experience-with a freshman. 
The second day after I returned I de­
cided to pay a visit to the library and 
after I came out I sat down on the steps 
outside to have a cigarette. Sitting be­
side me was a stranger who was harm­
less in appearance, and, in fact, she was 
quite pleasant looking. So, thinking 
that here was a willing and game ear 
to listen to me, I started making the 
usual groaning noises which I always 
do at the thought of the place when 
this stranger interrupts me to ask 
about this institution of paper writing. 
Now on this subject I can get more than 
a little emotional, so I start telling her 
about my four nervous breakdowns 
that I get each year (this is a slight 
exaggeration as I didn't get one in my 
first term as a freshman on account of 
I am not bright enough then). But, 
anyway, this is a subject which gives 
me great joy to talk about, and this 
seems like a perfect opportunity to let 
myself go and use a little of Benning­
ton's most famous by-word-what I am 
trying to say is self-expression. Well, 
[am happy-things are progressing ac­
cording to what is right between an old 
student and a new one-this struck a 
moper and harmonious note to be asked 
advice. Then, however, before I could 
answer, she asked me just how I wrote 
my papers. This seemed a little for­
ward because I was just about to get 
started, but I overlooked it and began 
relating the ways, means and methods: 
the all-night stands, 1the coffee pots, the 
digested digest, the trots and the above­
all - don't - read - the - original - text - if 
-you-can-help-it-technique. When ·md­
clenly this girl turned on me like a veri­
table viper. This up-start to whom I 
had given my innermost secrets, my 
wisdom born of three terms of cohabita­
tion with this college-this girl turned 

should like to draw your attention to 
this point for future reference." 

Engles says "in the beginning" this is 
so, perhaps it is necessary. But until 
the Soviet Union sees this fact, the 
painting of the country will continue to 
fumble about in a mass of concepts 
completely foreign to an artist. When 
the State rejects all these idealistic 
principles and no longer imposes them 
on the artist, painting will begin to live 
in Russia. 

and told me something, the audacity of 
which would make any Bennington stu­
dent blanch and tremble. She told me 
-me-that it would be a damn sight 
easier if I read the original text and 
then a couple of criticisms-and in the 
day time, but I cut her short; this 
agent' of the professors, this tool of the 
Fascists, I cut her dead. I stood up 
and walked a way. 

But what I have to say is this-Be­
ware-This world today is an unsafe 
one. First-always look closely at the 
person to whom you are talking. If her 
eyes are open and clear, if her carriage 
is upright, if she has an honest-honest 
look about the face-it is a freshman. 
If her clothes are neat and her neck 
clean-watch out! She is an agent of 
the opposition. She will try to infil­
trate her ideas, but don't listen! It is 
death to our way of life, and lastly 
remember she would take our freedom 
-chain us to our desks-and remember 
also-woman is born free, and every­
where she will be found in chains if this 
false, nay tragic, philosophy is dissemi­
nated. 

Phebe Brown 
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444 Main Street 

NOVECK'S 
EVERYTHING MUSICAL 

EVERYTHING PHOTOGRAPHIC 

Cameras - Photo Accessories 

Film and Photo Finishing 

Q/e [Ji'[? cf73ox 
JEWELRY FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

Guaranteed Ten Day . 
Watch Repair Service 

GEN. STARK THEATRE 
Friday, April 30 and Saturday, May 1 

THE UNSUSPECTED 
THE MARAUDERS 

Sunday, May 2 

Claude Rains, Joan Caulfield 

Hop-a-long Cassidy 

THE SMUGGLERS (Technicolor) 
Michael Redgrave, Jean Kent 

Monday, May 3 

K. OF C. MINSTRELS 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, May 4, 5, 6 

VOICE OF THE TURTLE Ronald Reagan, Eleanor Parker 

Friday and Saturday, May 7, 8 

DEEP VALLEY 
THE PAINTED DESERT 

Sunday and Monday, May 9, 10 

DARK PASSAGE 

Ida Lupino, Dane Clark 

George O'Brien 

Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, May 11, 12, 13 

SITTING PRETTY 
Clifton Webb, Robert Young, Maureen O'Hara 
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