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November 1941 
Bennington College 

2:inutes .Q.f .±lle. Central Committee 

The Central Committee rnet on November 3 , 1941

Those _present v:ere: ::.,rs. Garrett , Margaret Brush, 

Anna Frothingham, Ann Mills Teressa Blumberg , and 

Lucile Bloch. 

Tem;porar' .Jj cr,pRes 

The Central Committee suggested th1:;t on a.:ppl;-crin.g 
:foT a colle,,.e a_ri ving license each girl be given a 
te:o:porarv lj_cense su:p:plying necessar;_,r informatjon 
about her car. This license v,ill be kept till she has 
been te,- .ted b::r the Central Committee. In this v-m:r there 
v:ill be college approval of the girl's a_ri vin:S here 
before she is ·_j_ven her license. '.rhe licensing j_s slow 
nov.1 since the committee must wait for f1 letter of famil,r 
a:;_:inro,rnl. 

Double 1 iicenses 

The Committee C'uestioned its :policy j_n gra:r_~ti.ng a 
colle~e license to one girl to drive another girl ts car. 
This Tas done in the case of Marion :iller and Nancy
Redmond • lTancv has a Junior license and cannot d.ri ve 
Bf'ter dark so Earion ap,;iliea_ for :permission to drive
for her. 'l:his v-re.s a legitimate req_uest, though it vJiL .. 
be exp1.a inec'-. to loi:arion thi.:;t she should clri ve only when 
lfancy- cannot. :uarion 1 s license v:ill be revolrnct when 
Nancy has her senior license. ITo girl can be licensed 
to drive a friena. 1 s car unless it j_s absolutely a nec-
s ssi tv. The Committeettee must discri¥l 1nate. 
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1~rgaret Brush b e d asked permission to drive Hilda 
-n.1.eel1:-r:lght 's car in case of emcrgeuc~i. It was felt t he.t 
an emer g ency-slip coula. be used then. :owev e r, ::::L.1ce 
lfa .. r -.;aret :plans to have her own car here soon, the ap­
plication was accepted uith her family 1 s letter of 
ap :0roval, and :.rargaret will ta.ke the test v1ith the ot11er 
a1:i-plicants. 

{ 

}?1-J. ,r 11 i P ,Sh j e ld c 1. B"7J,E, s.t.s. 

The nightwatchman re:porte ,. on 0ctober 21, that two 
ColP-:ate boys came on campus and visited :2?1:rllis Shielc1.s 1 

suite off the Woole;v liVing room, using the shower. 
J?h::llis a id not :cnov: the boys p ersonally but got them 
a blind. da-t e v, i th ?,::arJT Isha .m. Tvrn more of their friends 
1-Jad. dates v:ith waitresses in the dining rooms. After a 
picnic the:-r returned to Ph :,·llis r room and took showers 
t~ile she was away. The bovs obviouslv misused the 
collere facilities. 

The Central ComJ1ittee o..eciclecl. not to send. the bovs 
2. letter about this, since the boys hs,d sent written 
a-po1ogies t.o IJ1T"7 llis and hed come - c;ain in :person to 
apoloe:ize. 

llr.a.. .Stam:ood, 

~.'::rs. Stanwood_ vrrote a letter to the ,iPresiclent of 
the Student Council 11

• In it she said thet 11sor.1e g irln 
had. ha.cl a boy stay at Overlee In::.1, anc1 that the bill had 
come to $:2 .40. The girl had expectecl the bill to be only 
..;3 2. 00 and so refusea_ to pay the rest. This reflect eel on 
l',1rs. St2nwoocL 's honesty in comuilin, .JY.: t h e bill. She as 1red I., •. ~ - ··'-

that the ouncil sug c,·est to her a means of handlin ~,: this. 

It we.s a.ecia_ed. that Ann Hills should. call her, asking 
for the name of the girl in question. ·Ne could then go 
to the girl. Since the college insists that students 
:pa" their bills this .g;irl must be asked to do so too. 

The night v:atchme.n re ::iorted. on .Covember 1, that Ann 
and. -'-"mil·,T ·,··ere e:>::tremel::.r nois:r com.,:ng to the houses at 
1: 25 the night before. .:!I's. Garrett said tl1 :. t both girls 
come from i:.:is s Hall I s School which is particularl~T severe 



and that they }robably have not adjusted themselves to the 
ne·.:: freedom of Ben.rrington as ;yet. It seemed_ t11.at the hrn 
rr,irJ.s shoulo be educated abo·,.-;.t the sJrstem a,nd sta,nclards. 
lnn ]~lls ~111 approach Ann Benjamin who is in h er house , 
and Te Tessa BlumberP.' will ,g;o to Emily. 

•~:ne{'-".ti orrnairep 

The Central ComTnittce discussed. the -~uestionnaires 
it h8 .a. compiled_ and tl:Lnt it wanted to give to each House 
Chairman. This was apropos of the reports the Chairmen 
are makinp: to the Central Commit ·:;ee conce1·11ing their 
houses. The q_uestions were drawn up as guides in con­
sid.eriw2; 1Nhat \;ould. be ·r e-ported to _the Committee. Hov1-
ever, it 1:vas felt th e t it - would oe better to re::Hl the 
auestions onl:v· to the tvro house chairmen present at the 
time of dj_scussion. Otherwise the Quest ions might be 
public izea_ and. consid.erec1 probiri-c:. The first two mem­
bers of the Cou:r..cil to come to Central Committee to give 
reports will be Anna Frothing-ham and Ann --~ills, house 
chairmen of lmily Dimoc ~ ana Ann Benjamin respectively. 

The follo· .,.·ing girls v·ere ,'"'."iven d.rivin~ tests and. 
···ere .o;r8.nted. licenses; 

Tnra- ,;-.-y, t :s ' sh __ ;;;:,, n ·-·- e y . rL.l ,. 
Grace Ewing 

The meeting vms adjourned.. 

Res:pect:full;r submitted. 

Lucile Bloch 
Secretary, Centr:::,,l Comm. 
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