
Almighty GOD, we come before Thee 
~~'.this day so rioh in patriotic memories and 

in future promise, to express our dependence 
upon Thee; our thanksgiving to thee; our 
petition of Thee. 

May our spiritual dependence upon 
thee be a bulwark nevor failing as we believe 
thatThouarttheCreator of the :universe, 
the Bond of unity in the Whole realm of Na-
ture, the Eternal Father of eJ.l mankind--in 
whom we live end move and have our being
May we be ever mineful thst Thouhastre--
vealed and willreveal Thyself to us as
the Spiritt of Love and truthin manifold
waysbutespeciallyin tbo character the
teachingandthe underlying per onalityty of
theChrist. May our dependence upon Thee
make usnow and v r con cious of THyDivine
Presence.

May  our thanksgivingbeheartfelt\ 
for tho growth inrecent times of a broader
knowlo ge andamorescientificspiritof 
a greater toleration ofopinion, of a
larger passion for social righteousness, 
thattheKingdom of God. may break though
allobstachles due to human selfishness
prejudice and ignorance andmake peace
justiceand good-will mightily to prevail
through11out tl1o world We would offer our
thanksgiving ol so for thetraditionof 
plain living high thinking and public ser-
vicewhich has marked thiscommunity for
one hundred and seventyyears thanksgiving
for those whohave caughtavision of what
this historic NewEngland town may do for
women educationin a new age thanksgiving
for all the friends who have gl ven of their 
time, substance and prayers that tbo1r dream
mightnow berealized

Mayour pot1 tion be for the re-
sources. material and spiritual to build
this institution of the Arts, the Sciences

and theHumanities andfor tho to 
guide 1 t to the highestusefulnessfor th1B 
commonwealth and thisNation. Mayit adapt
1 ts work to meet the needs of successive
generations, helpingeach student tomake full 
useof individual aptitudes emotional and
talents through her thinking her studiesa and
her activitieshereand through close con-
tactwith fellow students and teachers - all
1n a tmosphere charged with Christian
thoughtfulness t'h culture and ith the
passion for findingandr ealizingTruth May
"Freedom andUnitybemotto of thisState
mark the life on this College e Campus May
sound learninghoro bo rought intoharmony
withgraciousliving thatourhomes maybe
blessed and t at igh i als of devotion to 
familyand c unity may o nur tured • 

Thus may Bennington Collegegrow from
strength to strenght through thec enturies
that youth mayhere dream dreams of ser-
vice and fitt v morallyintellectually,
and spiritually to fulfill them effectively in 
the lifeof a freeandordered state

And may the God of our fathers - revealed
to us as therSon nd Holy Spiri t--'blesss 
you and keep you . ., and give you thecourage and
the wisdom tocarrythrough thio greatadventure 
in tho spiritof J susChristour Lord. Amen.




