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Enclosed please find the results of the New York Times test in 
American history as given to my political economy classes . Because of 
time limits the f irst section of the course (freshmen and sophomores) 
only answered the first eleven questions; the second section answered 
all questions with the exception of two or three which I took out as 
irrelevant. 

You will see that the results appear to be appreciably better 
than the national average. This is far more due to my willingness to 
accept approximate answers as correct than to any difference in our 
standards from those of the students tested by the Times (I accepted, 
for instance, on question 6, both Massachusetts and New Hampshire as 
the home State of Daniel Webster, etc . ) . 

I am fully conscious of the fact that this is an extremely poor 
test in which the important is mixedwith the irrelevant; and not one 
question can be said to test understanding or historical feeling. Yet 
it is such a simple test that ·wholesale failure must be accepted as an 
indication of profound i gnorance. 

It is not this result which induces me to propose to make one 
section of my political economy course devote itself largely to American 
history nextyear . It had been my intention to do so ever since I began 
to teach here this year; and, of course, I do not propose an American 
history course proper., but a course which,starting from the existing 
structure of American economics and society, works its way back to the 
roots. I would also like to say that in my plans this is but one of two 
sections with · the other one devoted to a different approach. Although 
the experience with the New York Times test is not in any way responsible 
fo r my next year's plans, it certainly supports the argument for them. 



1. Name the thirteen original States. 

2. On what principal body of water are 
a. Clevola.nd • • • • • • 
b. st. Louis • . • • • • 
o. Cincinnati . • • • • 
d. :Portland, Ore. • • e 

e. Hemphis • • • 0 • • .. 
r. ;:.alwaukee • • • • • • 

the 

Right Answers 

N.Y. Times 
Ne.t'l Average 

6 

% of tot al 

Sec.I ,P . E 

6 

following 01.tios located a 
21 54 
29 62 
22 54 
15 4 
16 40 
19 54 

Sec.II, P.E. 

5 

60 
50 
65 
25 
45 
20 

s. Name tv10 of the specific powers cra.nted to the Congress by tho Constitution of 
the United States. 

44 50 

4. Name four of the fifteen specific freedoms euaranteed to the individual in 
the Dill of Rights. 

45 36 

5. fut in their proper sequence 1 
a. 1. Election of 1.filliatn :renrJ IIarrison 

2. Jac~son's war on the Ba."lk of u.s. 
3. l'roclamation of r.tonroe Doctrine 17 18 
4. Depression or panic of 1837. 

b. 1 .. 'War with Spain 
2. .Passat:;e of' Homestead Act 10 24 
3. Ine.u~uration of Theodore Roosevelt 
4. Civil service reform 

c. le nred Scott decision 
2. Mexican Yle.r 
3. G01:1promise of 1850 6 0 
4 .. nullification Act 

d. 1 .. Tho Doy Scout movoment 
2. First sooia.1 settlement house.a 5 12 
3. Transcendentalism 
4. The first women's collec;e 

60 

65 

10 

10 

5 

10 
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6. Ilene the home State of the followint men durint their political prominences 
John c. Calhoun ••••••• 
Androw Jackson • • • • • • • 
John Quincy Adams • • • • • • 
Daniel ':lebs'ter • • • • • • • 
Thomas Ea.rt Benton • • • • • 
James K. Folk • • • • • • • 
Henry Clay • • • • • • • • 
iJark IIo.nna • • • • • • • • • 
~iillia.'n H. Sevmrd • • • .. • • 
Grover Cleveland o • • • • • 

20 
15 

~~~~~~~~--;:;.__~~ 

16 
~~~~~~~~----~~ 

21 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1 
3 

10 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

13 
14 
17 

0 
18 
66 
60 

6 
Q 

12 
30 
24 
18 

7. lihat mi.s the N~llifico.tion Act or South Carolina and how wno the controversy 
rcsulilJf; settled? 

6 0 

8. Ai'cer each of th~ followinr;, '1:ri te v1hnt he was principally famous D.S: 
Charles rt. Eliot 9 18 
John D. Rocl~efaller 71 30 
Ja:i-· Cooke 5 30 
'.iillia..r:i James 9 30 
F ro.nc is l'a rk.."ll.9.Il 10 12 
Carl Schurz 4 0 
Ja."!les G. Blaine 14 12 
·:;alt '.Jhitman 59 90 
!Icn!"'J Thoreau 16 54 
Jolm l3ur1·ouc;hs 12 0 
Jn.~os J. Hill 10 30 
Kicholo.s Biddle 6 24 
Alexander Hanilton 48 84 
Hocor Taney 8 12 
Do ~;itt Clinton 17 24: 
Eli <i1tl tney g~ 78 
Jay Could 17 30 
~-fenry ~·:ard Beecher 9 30 
A.loxander rr. Stephens 2 0 
Rocer ~·iilliams 20 48 

9. ~·,110 vras President of the United States during& 
1. The 11ar of 1812"f 13 6 
2o r~exico.n rlar? 13 42 
3 .. Civil :·iar? 75 100 
4. Spanish-American riar? 15 6 
5. Horld i'lar I7 70 94 

20 
30 
90 
75 
10 
0 

10 
20 
20 
35 

0 

20 
35 
35 
75 
20 

0 
10 

100 
100 

10 
20 

0 
40 

5 
5 

95 
55 
40 

0 
85 

20 
20 

100 
10 

100 



-3- N.Y. Ti mes Sect.I Sect.II 

10. ~:hat were the t'ivo principal nationnlities to miErate £'rom Europe to the United 
States between 1845 and 18607 

14 

11. Name the Presidents of the United States who were assassinated. 

12. Identify: 
Henry L. Stimson 
Jesse Jonos 
Sumner \"Telles 
Non:ian Thomas 
Georc;e C. i'ilarshall 
Jru;:ies F. Byrnes 
Sam Rayburn 
Carter Glass 

25 

64 
46 
46 
40 
50 
30 
40 
30 

l3o ~-ihnt has been tho traditional _t\."llerican policy toward China? 

15 

24 

12 

40 

20 

60 
0 

50 
55 
25 
20 
55 
55 

80 

14. i;a.me three prominent fi[.ures identified with railroad history in the United States . 

7 25 

15. !Ja.'lle e.ny two prominent f'icures cormected with the Growths of trusts and monopolies 
in the United States. 

20 

16. With whn.t inventions are the follwinf; nnmes connectedt 

Robert Fulton 60 
Elias ~:owe 49 
Eli l:ini tney 73 
S.F.D. :.r.orse 58 
Geort;;e ·;1estinchouse 11 
Alexander Graham Bell 60 
Charles Goodyear 58 

17. Name t\vo areas added to the United States by purchase, and from ~hat nations 
did Vie acquire them? 

20 

45 

35 
35 
90 
50 

0 
100 
40 

30 
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18. Nar.ie the followine;t 
A prorll.nent figure, not now livinz, connected with the orgnnization of labor 
in the United States 14 15 

One such ficure connected with the raoveraent for women's richts 13 ~~~~~~--..2~5~-

19. \ihich was the first United States oensus in which railm:r.y mileabo oould have been 
reported? 2 15 




