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At the suggestion of thestudent committee educationalpolicy the
following ha v been appointed to serve as me f he Commissionon Reli-
gionand Religious Lifeof theCollege: , Yvette r man
MaryHooker a rgo Suter Jane Woodhouse the faculty) iss Ursula

Rosamann The commissionhas been chargedwith the responsibilityofcon-
the Sunday services for the remainder of the academic year and also to

undertake n thorough and comprehensive student C h r~l religious l life and needs
of the o college to report its findings together with recommendationsas
it y wish to .. make not laterthanMarch 1,1934 witha preliminary report
onorbof re June l ofth s y ar.

The organization suggested d foreach o.. the commisions.. ofthe college
hasbeen asfollows a facultychairman to presideatmeetings guide discussions

.. and suggest lines of i .. investigation a student .. secretaryto act as
exectuve the group to take an important part in gathering material and carrying

through the work of investigation; if possible a students clerk to keep
n ters c and to prepare accurate summaries of valuable ideas gainedathearings

discussions The methods of the - commissions include individual gatherings
of writtt n and othermaterial, discussion r: . visits to other i institutions or
places plans worthyofclose operation holding of hearings
where interested members of the community and expertsfrom the outside present
ideas andl exchange views .. with - members of the Commission a final report to the
President and throughhim to the college community to the trusteesorto both

Participationon Commission isconsidered a r regular parto: student curriculum
work The college cooperates in everywaypossible to e investigations

thorough as possible.

a startingpoint for the commission's work should like to 
statement of the policy of the College with regards t l religion so far
has been developed.

Bennington College is tremendously interested d in the problem of religion
inrelationto its students andf ulty The observable dcnlino in ffective
o s ofofficial religious institutions in theirappeal to a large partor 

the.. general population gradual breakdown both in traditional sanctions
forconduct and secure personal philosophies of living. lt means for our

college students novel problems of ethics;it raising fore.11 of U6 ho problem
of developing personalitieswithabilityto t the inevitable tradediesof 
life. withserenity and balance. Ourfeeling is that these needs arenot satisfied

met by reproducing the traditional coll giarereligious institutions.

The college has no demoninationalorigin or purpose In no waydoesit
wishto suggest e:n.y sectarianpreferenceor by its programto leave outside
tho pale anyofitsstudents. rt believesthatpresent dayyouth looks in 
the direction of institutionsand beliefswhich unitemen and women ofdiffe-
rent nationn.li tiesraces and backgrounds rather than separate them.

On tho other hand a firstfeature ofour program ; s the recognition of
thedemoninational approach to religion. on. Thhere no official college 

on Sunday morning e providefree transportation for studentswho wish
to attend religious services in the town. It happens that Bennington has an
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excellent clergyof the predominant denominations .,.c believe that voluntary
participation inthe services and activities of these churches in the cases

of students who find in themthe means of spiritualgrowthissounder than
attmpeting to create te our own necessarilyundenominational service for Unitn-
rian Presbyterians (piscopals Christian Scientists Quakers Jews and
Roman Catholics alike.

The second fundamental featureof our program is instruciton in the field
ofphilosophy ethics and religionsimilar in character andqualityto that
giveninotherfields. We have been seekingfor thisposition a pc:roon of 
the highest intellectual and personal qualification. Thus farour search
hasbeen unrewarded. Butas soon as the rightpersonhasbeen found this
second featureofour grogramwillll be firmly established Delay in getting
it under wayis due not to our feeling of itsunimportance but ofitsvery
great importance. In the meantime we have an organized group studyingan
por important aspect ofthe subject under able facultyguidance.

In the third featureof ourprogram thatofbuilding up our own institutionaltu-
forms ofexpressionforneeds not satisfiedby denominational services

we have made only tentativebeginnings. There hasbeena regularSunday
afternoonor evening services with small student attendance and smallerfaculty
attendance These do not satisfyus. We are agreedthatwhat Ze hnvo should
grow out ofneed. Some ofus feel thatthe needfor creative affirmation in 
spiritual expression in philosophy. and faith of the greathuman valuesof
our age perhaps ofe.ll ages is an urgent ono for our group This must be
a gradual growth in which perhaps we shallplaya very small part. Butto 
lay the groundwork inour unhampered situationis the great opportunity or 
tho Commission
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Pr President




