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At the suggestion of the student comd flee on vducational polisy, the
following have been appointad %o mervwe as ers of the Comdssion om Rell-
glon and Religlous Life of the College: ,» Yvette Hardman,
¥ary Wooker, Margo Suter, Jane Woodhouse,/snd (from the faculty) Miss Ursula
Rossmann, The commission has bsen cherged with the responeidility of cone
duoting the Sunday sarvicas for the remeinder of the academic yenr and also to
undartake a thorough end comprehensive study of the religlous 19°: and needs
ef the oollege, %o report i*s findings together with such recommendations ns
1t may wlsh to meke net luter then NMaroh 1, 1934, with a proliminery report
on or bafors Juna 1 of this year.

The organfization suggested for each of the commiesfons of the college
has been aes follows: a faculty chalvrman to preside et mestirgr, guide disous-
slon, =i suggest lines of investigetion; a shudent secretery fo sct as oxe-
subtive of the group, %o telke an importent part in gathering materisl and esrry-
ing through the work of investigation; if pogeible, a studont olerk to lwep
notes and Yo prepare aceurate summariss of valuable idema geined at hearings
end disgusslione. The methods of tha comsigsiona inolude individuel gathering
of written and other matsrizl, Adlisoussion, vinlts fo other Inshitutions or
placss whero plens worthy of sloze rbudy are in operabion, holding of hearings
where interested mombers of the commmliy snd experte from tha outeide present
1deas ard exchange views with mambers of the Commission, a final report to the
Pregident and through him to tho oollsge community, to the trustees or to %oth.
Participation on Commiseions is considered a regular part of student curriou-
lum work. The eollege cooperstes in svery way possible &5 make investigee
tions aa thorough es possible,

Ar o sterting point Tor the commisaion's work T should like to meke a
shatamont of the polioy of the college with regard to religion so far oz it
hes beon developed:

Bemmington College 1z &tremendougly inberested in the problem of rellgion ~
in realation to 1ts students ard faculby. The ohserveble denling In effontive=
noss of offlolsl relizious Ingtitubtions in their appeal to & large part of
the general population means 2 pradual breekdown both in traditional sanctions
for osonduot end securs perscnal philosophien of living., It means for our
eollege students novel prohlams of ethiosj it raises for all of us Yhe problem
of developing porscnalities with ebility to meet the ineviteble tragedies of
life with serenity and balance, Our feeling 1s that those nesds ere not satie-
factorily met by reprodueing the traditional collegiste religious institutions.

The oollege has no denominational orizin or purpose, In no weay does 1%
wish to suggest any sscterisn preference or by its program to leave ouvteide
the pale any of its students. Tt believee that present day youth looks in
the direction of institutions and beliefs which unite men end women of diffe=
rent nationalities, races, end backgrounds rather than separnte them,

On the other hand, s first femture of our program s the recognition of
the denomdnational approach %o religion. Thers *s uo officiel college axer-
eice on Sundey morning. We provide free transportation for students who wigh
to attend religlous services in the tovm.: It happons that Bennington has en
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excellent clergy of the predondnent denominations. We believe that woluntary
participation in the services end activities of these churchas, in the cases
of studente who find in them the means of spiritual growth $fs sounder than
attempting to create our own necessarily undenominational gervice for Unita=
rians, Presbyterians, Fpiscopaliens, Christien Soientists, Quakers, Jewn, =nd
Romen Catholics allke,

The second fundamental feature of our program ls ingtruction in the fleld
of philosophy, ethics, and religion similer in charsecter and quality to that
given in other flelds. We have Deen seeking for this position & persen of ’K
tha highest intellecbtual end personal quslifications. Thua far our search ) o g
hea been unrewarded. But as soon as the right person has been found this
seoond feature of our program will be firmly established, Delay in getting
it under wmy is due not to our fesling of its undmportsnce but of 1ts very
great importence. In the meantime we have sn organized group studying an ime
portant agpeot of the subject under able faoulty guidance.

In the third feature of our program, that of building up our own institu-
tional forms or expression for needs not satisfied by denominational services,
we have made only tentative beginninga, There has been a raguler Sunday
efternoon or evening service with small student sttendarce and smaller faculty ,’Q
attendance, These do not satisfy us., We aresgreed that whaet we have should ’,
grow out of need. Some of ue feel that the need for creative affirmation in
ritual, expression in philosophy, snd faith, of the great human velues of f
cur age, perhaps of ell sges, is an urgent one for our group, This must be ©
& gradual growth in which, perhaps, we shall play a very smell part, 3ut to
lay the zroundwork in our unhampered situstion is the grest opportunity of
the Commission.

Robert D. Leigh
Prasident





