
Dear Kit and Tommy

How. 

Route 1 - Box 327 AA, 
Englewood, Florida, 
January 1, 1963. 

with a 
I thought 'twould be good to start the New Year right, 

let t er to the Fosters. 

Do we owe apologies? Promblyso, for we certainly owe thanks. 

Trouble is: Tonight I'm absolutely flat. And not from a hangover, 
either. My carousing last night amounted to this: Shorty went to bed 
about eleven. I sat going through old papers , looking for Flowerishes 
that get scattered among my notes. A few minu tes before 12,I turned 
on the TV, and solemnly inspected the ima ge of the revelry at Times 
Square. Then, until two o'clock, I glumly read T. s. Eliot on Christian-
ity and Culture, at which time I took about three sips of port, and 
went to bed. This morning, did some work on a ptikly unwieldy review. 
This afternoon, we took our usual four-mile walk on the beach. And this 
evening, wi th one bottle of beer at dinner, I grudgingly saw Wisconsin 
get beaten by u.s.c. in the Rose Bowl. 

And now I m magnificently zero. 

But we found a quite satisfactory place here . nothingbtw. us and 
the beach but about 20 yards of an empty lot. Though it has been cold 
from the standpoint of swimming or being in the orange business, there 
has Been a constant successionof profusely sunny days. We plan to stay .until 
mid-March, when We migratenorth and do ten weeks at Penn State (one
tbree-hour class a week). 

At odd moments, I continue to try making up my mind about what to 
throw out othrow out of the verses I have been collecting. I enclose 
a copy of the opening piece, wh i ch includes some bits youhave already 
seen. (No need to return it, as I have other copies. But if there are 
any lines that particularly nauseate you, do let me know and I'll throw 
them out. I've already obliged other readers by cutting down an earlier 
draft. But unfortunately, as you will note, I have now add ed the mean 
notion of the words from Sandskritch. Does it wo1,k? Or should it be 
classed Jim with practical jokes like putting thumb tacks point up on 
the seats of chairs?) 

I guess the main trouble is that St. Paul walks away with the 
show. I have had to take out all the curses I had added. For I couldn 1t 
even play atat hatin g with a perfect hate. In my unsaintliness, the worst 
I can see is pissants and morons. So I have finally thrown out all the 
transgressors and transgressions I had added to his list In fact, I got 
into the damnedest mess. For I wanted mine to be anti-climactic - and 
that's exactly what readers said they were. But might the puns on the 
Waste Land formula be the solution Might they be anti-climactic in the 
other sense? 

Meanwhile felicitous novannuality to you bbth. 
Sincerely, 

K.B.
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(Turns for B eatitudes

nd soon!-
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stature athle t c prowess good reputation good fortune virtue

freedom, e ucation justice, courage benevolence p ilanthr opy 

(says Aristotle , n the springsof the d sirable

luminu m ware, household.. l appliances auto accessories bnd

clothingg, cosm tics deodorants far m equipment fert ilizers , 

f r ni t ure guns heatinng equipment household appliances lawn 

equi ent lighting fixtures office equipment , optical oods

aints, paper photographic supplies plumbingsupplies sporting

goo d , television tires , toys vacuum cleaners, ventilating

equipment, w ash ing, machines yard goods youth furni ure zipp rs

zithers ( s ys the mail order catalogue)

Yours for Te light, the Doct ne the Rebirth the ro mise,
l 

the Great 3raiseworthy the Over-Flowing Through heer bundance

The Beginning-and- nd- n 2ne he Unfolding The Homecoming

The Perfect Turn From strangement the velation the Moment

the Lookin . Back Into the Futureand Forward Into 3astness the 

Sin le Irreplaceable eeting (the one-time miraculous co bination, 
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t e very best of good 1 uck ) theDirt M de Pure Th Flash of Blinding

Super-Night the . Succession Jammed Together the Forumof S heer . 

. orm: 

The Wellin g... Forth of Absolute pringtime. the Flow ring

in inter the.. otionless Revolving the Doc Trine . ithout. 'ogma

the Law without lawyers the ord Sans Syllables,, th Grant ithout

Strings $ttached he ing'sCameleopard or RoyalNonesuch (Ladies 

nd children not admitted)

The sunrise a t sundown, the ew Forev r Now

VII 
You awful person , 

How much you taught me

You slovenly, puv rty-strickkenbast rd,

You dirty guide

You pilferer,

Crowdingus into corners, 

Corn rin g us in crowds 

ark while I plunderharshnesses from the thirteenth

Apostle Ba ! Theree are those greedy of filthy lucreblindof 

hea t, a lienated from truth• heady, hi ghminde d lascivious

slothful in business ofcunning craftiness given up to un-... 

cleanness t he doubl e-tongued those ofdarkened understanding

cove nant breakerswithout naturalaffection implacable un-

merciful, deceitfulworkers ministers of sin, transgres sors

apostles adulterers thosegivento idolatry itchcraft
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hatred, variance emulationswrath strife seditions h resies

thosewho do not cast down i aginations those who do not ive

cheerfully those filled with all unrighteousness fornicationr 
wickedness covetousness maliciousness fullof envy murder

debate, deceit malignity, whisperers backslid rs, backbiters the

despiteful the proud, boasers, inventors of evil things adul-

terers, blasphemers menstealers liars, perjured perso ns,
slanderers, brawlers purloiners thieves traitors, those with 

the mouth full of cursingand bitterness raiilersdrunkards

those of feet s ift to shed blood/ (destructionand misery are in 

theirways) trucebreakers false accusers, incontinent, fire , 
despisers of those that are good apostates, ubverters heretics 

(such as arecondemn d of themselves) loverfsof theirown selves, 

disobedient to parents unthankful, unholy, extortioners, p rsecu-

ters, partakersof other men's sins those who wrong and defraud 

their brethren those marked by filthiness foolish talk, nd 

jesting(ratheer than giving thanks).

ln this ealmof strife and vainglory, of much fil hy commu-

nication a mong rulers of the darknessof this world, with its

spiritualwickednessin high places, herenovice arelifted

up with pride and men ofcorrupt minds, reprobates (teachers of 

the law , who do not understand what theysay), exhort s rvants

to be disobedient to their own masters and to answer b ck., ma y are

puffed up, and have swerved aside into vain jangling not avoiding 

foolish quest ions and contention s, and vain unprofitable strivings 
' 



Introductionto hat-14-

bout th l Z givvin h a ther to f bles a d en iless g nea logie

proud kno nothing but doting about questions and strifes 

of rds ( rvers disputingsof n of corrupt minds from 

which come en y, strife, r ilings and .vil surmis ings) ver 

learnin J and never ble to com e to th knowled e of the truth • 

T re ar the effeeminatte , a bu ers of th ms elves Zith mankind , 

men l v ng thenatural us of women and urning in th ir lust 

to ard other me n And th rearc others which creep into o s es

and lea a ay captive sillywomen laden with sins led a a y with 

dive s lusts

And of omen there are wives who are not grav , not 

f i h ul in all t ing V; th y ar e idlers , t tl rsbusybo dies

wa d ring bout fro hous to house speaking things which

they ought not; and th re are young widows that ax anton,
and wom n who do not learn in silence wi h a11 subjection or 

who would teach, or usurp athorit.,y over a an, and a not 

silent . 

In sum there are th fooli , isobedie nt, dec ived ,

rving divers l usts d pleasu s livingin malice nd nvy, 

hat fu and h tin one another for their envyings
drunkenness reve llin s, and such like, fter h rdnes and 

imp nitent h eart treasuring up unto t e self wrath against, 

th of wra th, nd thus cond mningth mselves in judging

others

' 
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uh? and l ase
joy be uncon ined . 

Th res is res t insilence

hileon the und sid of no h r 

J s lik notln t 11 

It stands y-writ
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