Route 1 - Box 397 AA,
Englewond, Florida,
January 1, 1963,

Dear Kit and Tommy,

Howe
with a
I thought 'two@ld be gpod to start the New Year right, hgpeam
letter to the Fosters. .

Dn we owe apologies? Prombly so, for we certainly owe thanks.

Trouble is: Tonight I'm absolutely flat. And not from & hangover,
either. My carousing last night amounted to this: Shorty went to bed
abnut eleven. I sat going through old papers, looking for Flowerishes
that get scattered among my notes. 4 few minutes Bm before 12,1 turned
on the TV, and solemnly inspected the image of the revelry at Times
Square. Then, until two o'clock, I glumly read T. S. Eliot on Christian-
ity and Culture, at which time I took about three sips of port, and
went to bed., This morning, did some work onh a pbtikly unwieldy review.
This afternonh, we took our usual four-mile walk on the beach. ~And this
evening, with one bottle of beer at dinner, I grudgingly saw Wisconsin
get beaten by U.S.C. in the Rose Bowl.

And now I'm maghificently zero.

But we found a quite satisfactory place here. Hothing btw. us and
the beach but about 20 yards of an empty lot. Though it has been cold
from theg oint of swimming or being in the orange business, there
has beef® Q?gaﬁgession of profusely sunny days. We plan to stay until
mid-March, when %, mlbrate north and\go ten weeks at Penn State (one
three-hour class a week). D

At 0dd moments, I continuve to try making u my mind about what %o

ehsanndnfusm throw out of the verses I have been enllectinge I enclose
a copy of the opening piece, which includes some bits you have already
seen, (No need to return it, as I have other copies. But if there are
any lines that particularly nauseate you, do let me know and I'll throw
them out. I've already obliged other readers by cubting down an earlier
draft. But unfortunately, 2s you will note, I have now added the mean
nntirn of the words from Sandskritech. Does it work? Or should it be
classed sm with practical jJokes 1like putting thumb tacks mm point up on
the seats of chairs?)

I guess the main trouble is that St. Paul walks away with the

show. I have had to take out all the curses I had added. For I couldn't
even play at hating with a perfect hate. In my unsaintliness, the worst
T cah See is pissanbts and morons. So I have finally thromn out all the
transgressors and transgressions I had added tn his list. In faet, I got
into the damnedest mess. For I wanted mine to be anti=climactic ~ and
that's exactly what readers said they Were. DBut might the puns on the
Waste Land formula be the solution? Might they be anti-climactic in the
nther sense?

Mearwhile, felicitous novannhuality to you bbth.
Sincerely,

£
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| | 11
R guy, lat'svaay,
Starts out with barséa
(Not bloody = '
Domesticated)
The thrests of & mild fellow
He'd do no worse
Than ﬁnifb ydu.ln'thsiback .
In social warfare
' Hoping fou'd.finﬁ out
(1f he did & zood enmough job of it)
- If he really did knock you down
He'd be the first to plck you up.

There's a'bugingiagffaé you
That's how it roes.

All 1 ask
Refore 1 die
A1l I ask is:

Get that guy.

 tHthen we could be pals.
The uo#ld_gabs'grmdualiy sprayed
¥ith = h&tﬁnfflled gospel of love;’

k@d'nha-number of the ﬂea&t is
sox-sexmybsex; |
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And the fullness of the time of'vengaanee
- Draws naér. i ’
Drink up, mine enemy., :
 Quafr_a beaker of burning wrath,
While the whores of ﬁhé.prosa 7
Publicly boast of their C@ﬁatituticnal.rigbt
To be boaght. |
T ' It's a ﬁrangle
. It's n.tangla
Itﬁgﬂa Jingle Jungle
s |
This world of ¥r. Seat-Up and Miss Seat-Down
ind their ﬁlgiwgtafzntarﬁingiinga
¥hile everything flows |
_ (pants rhei to you)

But how face death bravely
Unless it's exactly my Kind?

: x .  111-3 o j
loving poems, dreams, and similar ysychanga

Living always on tenderhooks

thanking Ged who, :

in hié mysterious mercy,

taught the manufacture of pills

‘ghnt man aiﬁht’havg the gift of sleep
i
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knawing than silmcnts
ceat more than a trip to Euraps

'_Rnspaetful of grimates
both simian and ecclesiastical

'.ﬁas yet psyched
(his ego not yet maaaagaé by an exgert)

to avoid malice
pruyiny that all his rivals
be received f@rthuith into Henven

- qetal i 4 Pinie

pointpi#ning‘the gsnﬁmino patriot as
"One who swells with pride o
Sach time a ch&nﬁ of the public domain
G&ts handed te a privat# cergaratioa.

aware of the raturace :
in all walks of life

stumped by the pattern:
*They started it
Ay making us do 1t'£$rat.“

griéveé that his native tongue
has no rhymes for "rhythm" or "music®
and rhymes “song® with "wrong"

; _
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'u-naking ®¥hy praise a man
?ar sticking to his princiglas,
'If they are stieky?";

Dear Reader

I wmake no clsims
Excapz_ta:#ay!
'ﬁhﬂr@ g@insﬁﬁ&

Abounding and abiding 1#
Foreboding = I'm gettn tired,
It's as aimylﬁ'as-tha$¢'

: Fihding no éiffqrauga :
};;ﬂ 0 between suspicion
Ezj¢tﬁ  and love of knowledge

A ﬁ.!‘.ﬁ; : :
 {Doctor of Fee-Splitting)

lostly fuflérn

dejoctedly cast down
contritely worn |
‘ianately to glaam 1nbarn

Tet ho;e;mg that

What gets said

‘w1th‘@aa leas séuaé,

Is by so nueh _

Toward beauty., .
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: IIIfb
Inclined to bathe in bathos

E#eam;ng of betrothal in a btathal
While actually fighting '
The battle of the bottle

Avowing acrosticallys
“Let him who reigns
Resign,”

Enowing that mothing
Is worth talking about
Except everything.

Leoking'upen all mankind
As brothers and sisters,
Thet ia,'iﬁ terms of

_Fraﬁricida and such,

iabnrﬁstéé gspoeially‘inkﬁha better af_ﬁhe/ﬁew sciences:
Qamhnﬁlagy, aleha&y, tm;iealagy, criainalogy, and of course
The new haruspiecy, arehaaélogy,
Tﬁaﬁ prophesies old motives and wavs of life
'ay aystematic inspection of the entrails,
sz#dying ancient cultures' shit,

;



Introduction to ¥hat -7-

dlightly despising himself for sharing &ll the aims
That tbe pitehmen of this tr&ek set-up
Tout as the gleriaa of the prnfit system,

And above all
Goncerned with these particular‘anaﬁatiansz
Yes, Mo, Maybe, Look, Huh? - and Pleasel

Iv ‘
On the, theory of Rolling With the Funch,
%L'viaw each mood
As aiming &t similitude,
Thus, auriﬁg a time of Wake-Wake, thqsa bheset me

{"Several eoald stand to be upgraésﬁ,” a Wall treet friend will "
write):

as worried as a bug crawling acrosa the floor

as fluttery as g&a flames climhing on asbasuoa
as hopeful as packing
as true as a awat to the jaw
(as clear as a cuss-word )
as avare as a man'vhs fiads he's been framad
as trusting as a slagpualker
as uneasy as at the top (or anywhere else, for that metter)
as gaaéénatureé a8 an imbecile ‘ ‘
. honest as a bandage
as frightened as a beard

as mum as a can of something



§a£ra&u¢tion,tﬂ ¥hat -8

as.ehar&ing a8 a;yaang famalo'skalpnon covered with li&s‘fleah.
: aé roliaﬁle as a bump on & log |

as rotten as a well-digested dinner

as fertile as & wesd-patch

as fertile as a gﬁathouén

as fertile as a neurosis

&s run-down as progress

as crocked as you-know

as friendly as all get out

To which I later added:
as solemn as a rump . _
as nanweagﬁitﬁal.as s ticket office (aéfa bed?)
as preni;eucua'&s‘acney
as sociable as & brusheoff
as democratic as a sewer _ |
as freedom-loving as an intercontinental ballistic missile

as sducated as one of Pavlov's dogs

Meet 'em half%&yvin pwtnééi%&yah, -
By meny guarding
Against each |
v
Above all slse\:emamﬁer:
Hot just réligian, but theclogy;
Not just theology, but theocracy.
To hﬁea@tﬂey'adé the ﬁﬁpropriane . : 3
Holy ttrrnrs:and pious fraudsv4
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Then you've caught up with politics,
Be its grounding godlessly here
Or Beyond the Behind the Beyond,

An enemy need but

Make mistakes in copying =
And history gets both born
And reborn, '

Yes, No, Maybe, Look, Huh? - and Pleasel

let a 1ittls line éf 1attarnvfora yogr code
let a 1little line of letters elﬁar‘ydur road
let & little 1ine of lstters

help to free you of your fetters

make you bss# smong your hetters

and ééfrn? your dnbta.ta debtors

lst a little line of letters light your load

Ah,fnnlaﬁs love spurts lik@ & gargovle in a storm
It grows stony . :
Like with gazing on a Gorgon
(this the first law of generation and corruption)
. Grouing older, I think less vaguely of farsﬂﬁznh years
 When down the long shaft of springtime
There blew & soft and playful o..

If we grow too old to love truth _
Might we still at least hate error? e o
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And what is it when, sick deep inside,
The oldster grumbled, :
"My guts have gone to pot®?

~

Yes, Bo, Haybe, Look, Huh? and Pleasel
To which by all means add '
The deft poetess's e s
NEVRRTHELESS SRt : ' : .QQE«
Forth to go with girded 1oins§

Upon your 'scutcheon, "Neanmoins."

n >

There are rescurces of this nature ,
To work around with: L ; : )

Recovery from an illness

Relief by excretion or the kill \
Release from & burden - ’ i
(Getting out from in uadﬁr)}
aaié aitné &rﬁughz {how eagerly it gets blotted upl) . ‘ |
Warmth after cold or coolness when hot e o
Finding one's way when lost » ~ e e :'
B;ﬁhing (ig‘waﬁama‘iin air) | o
Escape from & mean trap

From doubt dejection privation

To elrﬁainty_ééy_uaangh ~\

Being fed when you need fod

In sum, from pain to pleasure
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{Turns for Beatitudes
Ard soonl ot
With the enemy to W& henceforth in eternal torment)
happiness, noble birth, many end good friends, wealth,
many and good children, mellow old age, health, beauty, strength,
stature, athletic prowass._gééa reputation, good fortune, Qirtuo,
freedom, education, justice, courage, bemevolence, philanthropy
(says Aristotle, on the springs of the desirable)
aluminum ware, household appliances, auto accessories, band .
instruments, bathroom accessories, china ware, cleaning supplies, h
clothing, cosmétics, déoﬂoran:a, farm equipment, fertilizers,
furniture, guns, heating equipment, household appliances, lawn
equipment, lighting fixturoa,‘afiice equipment, ogticﬁl goods,
paints, paper, photographic supplies, plumbing supplies, sporting
soods, television, tires, toys, vacuum cleaners, ventilating
equipment ; washing wachines, yhrd goods, youth furniture, zippers,
zithers {says the weil order éatalogua)

and u.tuanty-billian-dollar trip to the mann (says Knnaedy}

Youra for The Light, the Doctrine, nhe Rebirth, the Premiea,
the Oreat Praisewcrthy, the Gvoru?louing Thraagh Shaer Abundance,
The Peginning-and-ind-in-One, The Unfolding, The ﬁanpeaning,'

The Pdrfucﬁ Turn From Lstrangement, the Revelation, the Homent
Within the Moment (drawn out forever), the Ultimate, the Grcsaing,‘
the Locking Back Into the Future and Forward Into Fastness, the

Single Irreplaceable Heeting (uhn-ama~tims miraculous combination,
: . : < 3
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‘the very best of good lucH), the Dirt Made Pure, The Flash of Blindig

Super-Night, the Succession Jammed Together, the Forum of Sheer
Forms

The Welling-Forth of Absolute Springtime, the Flowering

in Vinter, the Motionless Revolving, the Doctrine Without Dognn,l
the Law Without lLawyers, the ¥Word Sans 8yllablos; the Grant Without
Strings Attached, the ﬁing's Cameleopard or foyal Nonesuch (lLadies
and children not adﬁittod) '

The sunrise at sundown, the New Forever Kow

Vil
You awful person,
Hoﬁ much you taught ws;
You slevanly,,ﬁuvartjostrioken bastard,
You dirty guide, |
You pilferer,
Crowding us into éornera.

Cornering us in crowds

Hark, while I plunder harshnesses from the rhirtechth
Apostio, Bah! There are those greedy of filthy lucre, blind of
heart, alienated from truth, heady, highmindod, lascivious,
slothful in business, of cunning craftiness, given up to un-
cleanness, the double~-tongued, those of darkened understanding,
covenant breakers, without natural affection, inpiacahlc. une
merciful, deceitful workers, ministers of tin, transgressors,
false apostles, adulterers, those given to 1dola§ry, witcheraft,
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hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
those who do not cast down imaginasions, those who do not give
cheerfully, thbaa.fillad with all unrighteousness, fbrnicahion[
wickedness, covetousness, maliclousness, full of envy, murder,
debate, deceit, maligniiy,'nhiaportrs. backsliders, backbiters, the
despiteful, the proud, boasters, inventors of evil ﬁhingn, adul-
terers, blasphemers, menstealers, llars, perjured persons,
alandeinrs, brawvlers, purloiners, uhia&as, traitors, those with
the mouth full of cursing snd bitterness, railefa, drunkards,
those of feet swift to shed bloaé/:(doatrncbion and misery are in .
their ways), trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, apostates, subverters, heretics
(such as are condemned of themselves), lovers of their own selves,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, extortioners, persecu-
ters, partakers of other men's sins, those who wrong and defraud
their brethren, those marked by filthiness, foolish talk, and
jesting (rather thah giving thanks), |

In this realm of strife and vainglory, of much filthy commu-
nication among rulers of the darkness of this world, with its
spiritual wickedness in high places, where novices are lifted
up with pride, and men of corrupt minds, reprobates (teachers of
the law, who do not understand what they say), exhort servants
to be disobedient to their own masters and to answer back, many are
puffed up, and have swerved aside late vain jangling, not avmiding
faoligh questions, and contentions, and vain, unprofitable atrivings
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about the law, givingheaﬁkathér to fables and endless genealogies,
proud, knowing nothing but doting about questions and aﬁrirtp ,

of words (perverse disputings af‘aan of corrupt minds from

which come envy, atrifc, railings, and evil surmisings), ever

learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth,

There are the effeminate, abusers of themselves with mankind,
‘men leaving the natural use of women, and burning in their lust
toward other men, And there are others which creep into hauais,
and lead away captive silly women laden with sins, led away uiuh

divers lusts.

And of women, there are wives who are not grave, not
faiphful in ailithin@s;‘they are idlers, tatlers, busybodies,
, wmn&oring about from house to house speaking zhingn which
theyveught not; and there are young widows that wax wanton,
and women who do not learn in silence with all subjéchion, or
who would tesch, or usurp authority over a man, and aru'not

gilent,

IQ sum, there are the foolish, disobedient, &aeaivvd,
serving divévs lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy,
hateful and hating one another for their envyings, murders,

drunkenness, revellings, and such liké,‘aftar hardness and
impenitent heart, treasuring up unto the self wrath against
the day of wrath, and thus, condemning nﬁsmaalvaa in judging

others,
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WEVERTHELESS —

Yes, Ho, Maybe, Look, Huh? and Flaaaal 
Let 39? be unconiined, |

 The rest is rest in silence
- ¥While on the underside of nowhere
Jes like nothn at all

K ) ' It stands y-writ:

= ~§" ’ ‘
L (Gactera desuny)
¥om -

£





