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We aremetagainatthe placewherefiveyearsago Bennington

College first dug into thesoilofVermont. Todaywe areassembledto
carry through in publictheofficialactsleadingtotheawardofthe degree
ofbachelorof artsto our firstgroup of graduates.

It isa necessaryfunctionot collegestocertify.. foradvanced

institutionsandforpeoplegenerally the abilitiesandachievementsof

itsstudents Ourbachelor's degreeissucha certificate It comesat

ofselection thateachhasreceived instructionandengagedinactivities

whichmake hera usefulworkerinoneoftheareasofimportanthumanachievement

Theirpresence willgive.. modest increm nt ofyouthfulpurpose energy
and skillinfieldswherethesequalitiesareneededforthe improvement of

our culture.

It wouldbedisloyalto ourprimaryeducationalbeliefs however,
to assumeundue significanceforthiscertificateas anend oraimot college

education. Thequalitiesandaccomplishments oftheclasspresentingitself

hereareinnosenseencompassed bytherequirementssetup forthedegree.
Thiscollege anycollegeworthyofthename- providesinstructionfor its

studentsitalso offers,atleastfora time,away oflife It suggests

newhabitsnewattitudesnewvalues. It isprimarilya placeof growth

UNderitsinfluenceyoung people developatdifferentratesandindifferent

ways theybeginandendatwidelydifferentpoints.
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Shouldweattemptedtoequate our studentsin termsofthisbroader

learningwewould be condemnedto artificialityor confusion Nostated

memberof yearsnor anymeasuringstickyetdevised couldassessthat

development.

Further, ifwe shouldattempt to evaluate theinstitution'spart

inthe maturingprocessto which we have beenwitness itwould be equall\

difficult backof thecollege e[perience lie longer yearsor schooling

thefundamentals persistentinfluenceor home andfamilies the impress

of thegeneralcontemporaryenvironment. Withinthefour-yearspanjust 

ending other agencies otherinstitutionsthanthoseatworkon thishilltop

havecontributedinimportantwaystotheeducation ofthosewecallour 

students. $sthefLrVtentering oo theyhave tb selvesina uniqueand

inmortant sensehelpedtomaketheinstitutionandtheinfluencesunderwhich

theyhave lived Our pridein theirmaturitywe sharewithman\ others.

It i snatural todramatize thishouras markinga stageinthe

life-longenterpriseot learning. But itisfalsetothinkofitasculmination

orreward. Lifein collegeisliving, notpre-e[istence It ischaracterized

bye[periencesartificiallycontrievedsoas tobevitalizingand

enriching e[periencesuchthatdaybyda\ a residueisaccumulatedwhich

we recognize as growth. Theend oflaborismarkedby resultratherthen

stored-up preparations yet thiskindoflearning becasue itislearninghow

to learn ... ems thesoundestpreparationforthedaystocome. Forthe

studentsaboutto leaveis thesceneof activitieswillchange Butlivingand

learningwillcontinue Ithasbeenourfundamentalobjectivesoto arrange

thework herethatpurpose interestandacquiredskillwillnaturallyresult

inits continuance eventhoughtheenvironmentinevitablybemoreresistant
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W shallfollowthese first graduateswithinterest... affection.

Weshall beproud of theirfutureaccomplishment We shallbe disappointed

at theirfailures especiallytheirrealfailures )orthoseaccidents .. of-fortune 1 whichmasqueradeas failureweshallcontinuetohaveI hope, both

understandingandpatience Oure[pectationis in termsofvalues we have

inourlifetogetheragreeduponasenduring. We wouldnot spurnbutwe

wouldnotbuildourhopesnor theirs.. upon the accidentoffallingunder

therestless, capricious glare ofthespotlightcalledpopular suc.... 

5atherweshallmatchandweightfuture achievementsintermsofhonest

oftenunobtrusive work adaptability thefacingofrealitieswithhumor

andsense theacceptanceofresponsibility aboveall the maintenanceof




