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Meeting of Literature Faculty Dec . l 1948 

resent: Mr litt, r Golffing, rs Fo ter, r Kunitz, r Jack an, Mr L i , 
Mr erov 
Ab ent: Th Mi s a as encl v , Mr urke 

irst r i tt reported on tb di cussion of th pl ace of 1 anguage
instruction in th college g at the last E.P.C. m et1ng . o j ction w 
raised again (a it had been t the t o previous m tings, 
including the on with th President th preceding day) to spl1 tting 
th language teachingfaculty off from' th lit r tur · faculty . It t uck 
the e ting as artificial Ev hen cone ived of a funotionel distino o 
b twee two t aching m thods , it tillle v s un solved th various prob 
in vol ved in th educational realtions ions between the study of for ign 11 tera-
ture and its background d and English h d American11 terature e - and their 
b ackgronds. Some of the mo . t crucial problems are tho e conn cted with 
th r quir ents for adv ced study in so- called " ompar ti v 11 ter r ."

Th cond question discussed as that of a po s1ble teaching program for 
Mr Golffing, if Mr Fo lie came here to t ach French. It was recollected 
that in the corr pond c with Mr Golff1ng before he came here mentioned an 

s made of other cours s h might teach, aside from th dvancedFre ch 
Li terature and Advanced French Compo ition cours h1ch were mentioned d in 

is letter of appointment. For example, courses in modern European hilo-
sophy, criticism poetry ere mentioned. h e was also sugges tion of 
such course as one on the .Age of Enlightenment on on Renaisssance drama, / 
poetry, a course on the European nov l, and considerablee di cue ion of 
th cours su st d at th 1 a t t o meetings in the th ory and technique 
of translation, hichall thought xc 11 t . Considerable thought a giv 
to the problem student d and and the mo t ucational ways to meet that 
demand. It was t ted that the general aim for such cours oouJ.d be train-
1ng in ph1loaophioel and literary interpretation. 

Th th que tion as rais d whether a joint program could be worked out 
th teaching faculty and organization no 1n effect . Theoretically th an
is y s; but there are certainfactors hieh would probably opera e as barriers 
On of thes i th often repeated position of the langu g teache s that
first-y r tudents are not capable of tudy ng lit r tur becaus of lack 
of training. The difficulty here 1 that s udents toring an dvanc ed
French literature cours would lack thenecessary training in the disciplines 
ot exploring a 11 terary t xt . (It s obvious that the methods nece ary for 
dev 1loping pok fluency andfor slow, careful exploration of a t xt and 
1 t meaning re asically antagonis tic. ) It as mention d again that th 
t xt u ed 1n the French R vi w course do snot give sufficient training in 
idioms to prov1d adequate trainingfor advanced study of literature, though 
it as tated th tit ould be asy ough to dopt an idiom book, and o 
inaugurate writing exerci e and com. ositions to care of thi deficiency
Th the problemwas a1 cussed a.bout th small number of student prepare d 
or interested in taking separate cours in advanc d lit ratures in Fr ch, 
Ger·man, etc. The feeling was that course with spread into several lits . 

as the best olution. 

Th quo tian till r ained heth r r olff ng ould take ov r all 
next y ar or move into the t achin of basic oour e and "comparati v 11 t. " 
Then the qu tion of full t aohin g- load for th G man t ach r was discuss 
It was r ed that ifMr Golffin could handl all the Fr nch, a good progr 
could be worked out . This l d to tho qu stion of r 11 tt'ss absence n t 
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